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Regional Forum on Sustainable Development

Draft Decision of the Economic Commission for Europe on the Establishment of the
Regional Forum on Sustainable Development

The Economic Commission for Europe,

Welcoming
General
Assembly
resolution
70/1,
entitled
“Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”,
in which member States adopted a comprehensive, far-reaching and peoplecentred set of universal and transformative Sustainable Development Goals
and targets, and reaffirmed their commitment to working tirelessly for the
full implementation of this Agenda by 2030,
Recalling that the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, inter alia,
recognizes the importance of building on existing follow -up and review
mechanisms at the regional level and allowing adequate policy space,
encourages all Member States to identify the most suitable regional forum in
which to engage, as well as United Nations regional commissions to continue
supporting Member States in this regard, and establishes guiding principles
for follow -up and review processes at all levels, taking into account different
national realities, capacities and levels of development, respecting policy
space and priorities, while remaining consistent with international rules and
commitments, and recognizing that the outcome from national-level
processes will be the foundation for reviews at the regional and global
levels,
Recalling also General Assembly resolution 67/290, which, inter alia,
acknowledges the importance of the regional dimension of sustainable
development, and invites the United Nations regional commissions to
contribute to the work of the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable
Development, including through annual regional meetings, with the
involvement of other relevant regional entities, major groups and other
relevant stakeholders, as appropriate,
Recalling furthermore General Assembly resolution 70/299, which
encourages member States to identify the most suitable regional or sub-regional
forums and formats for the follow-up and review of the 2030 Agenda, and
welcomes the steps taken in this regard,
Taking into account the Ministerial Declaration of the 2016 High-level
Political Forum (E/HLPF/2016/3/Add.2), which recognizes the important role the
regional and subregional forums can have in supporting the implementation of the

2030 Agenda and welcomes the identification, development and convening of
appropriate regional and subregional forums on sustainable development,

1. Decides to establish the Regional Forum on Sustainable Development for
the ECE region, serving as a regional mechanism to follow-up and review
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and
to convene it annually in the years 2018 and 2019, in close cooperation
with the entities of the regional UN system,

2. Decides also that the Regional Forum will focus on practical value added,
taking into account the work of existing regional bodies and mechanisms,
including peer review mechanisms, while avoiding additional reporting
burdens for member States, and contribute to the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development by:
(a) creating a space for ECE member States for peer learning and the
exchange of policy experiences and good practices in SDG
implementation
(b) providing a regional and subregional overview of progress and
challenges in implementation
(c) enhancing regional and subregional cooperation and addressing
transboundary issues
(d) providing a platform for the participation and contributions of all
relevant stakeholders, including international and regional organisations,
civil society, academia and the private sector, following the relevant
provisions of the 2030 Agenda and the Economic and Social Council.
3. Requests the secretariat to develop the agenda of each Regional Forum in
close consultation with member States, and to align it with the respective
themes and programme of work of the High-level Political Forum, with a
focus on those aspects that are particularly relevant to the ECE region, and
taking into account lessons learnt from previous Regional Forums.

4. Decides to submit the outcome of the Regional Forum, in the form of a
summary produced by its Chair, to the High-level Political Forum, as part of
the regional contributions to the global follow-up and review process of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

5. Furthermore decides to review this decision at the 68th session of the
Commission with a view to keeping the Regional Forum aligned with the followup and review process at the global level.
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Preliminary Programme
10:00 – 10:45

OPENING

10:45 – 13:00

POLICY SEGMENT
THE SECOND YEAR OF THE SDGs IN THE REGION –
KNOWING WHERE WE STAND AND MOVING ON TO PROSPERITY
AND WELL-BEING FOR ALL
The Policy Segment will be organized as an interactive and cross-sectoral panel
discussion in the plenary. Within the overall context of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and the broader theme of the 2017 High-level Political
Forum (HLPF), it will focus on a set of key themes: prosperity, health and wellbeing, and gender (hence, particularly SDG 3 on health and well-being, SDG 5
on gender equality and women’s empowerment, and SDG 9 on infrastructure,
industrialization and innovation). Through the lens of prosperity, health and wellbeing, and gender, other SDGs that will be reviewed in-depth at the 2017 HLPF
will also be covered, in particular poverty and social protection (SDG 1), nutrition
and agriculture (SDG 2), and oceans (SDG 14). The Policy Segment aims at a
cross-sectoral exchange and discussion among key policy makers and nongovernmental actors (United Nations system, other regional and international
organizations, civil society, private sector, academia) with an integrated
perspective on the SDG agenda. An informal document containing a synthesis
of substantive background materials will be made available to guide the
discussions.

13:00 – 15:00

LUNCH BREAK

15:00 – 17:00

PEER LEARNING SEGMENT
- PARALLEL REGIONAL ROUND TABLES The Peer Learning Segment will promote voluntary and more in-depth peer
learning and practical exchange of experiences and best practices in SDG
implementation. Participants will break out in three parallel Regional Round
Tables. Informal concept notes will be made available for all three Regional
Round Tables.
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REGIONA
AL ROUND TTABLE I (Rooom XVII):
NATIONA
ALIZATION A
AND LOCAL
LIZATION OF
F SDGs
Round Tabble I will focuss on the ongoing process of adapting thee global SDGss to
national and local circuumstances. Reeviewing and adjusting nattional strategies,
plans and instruments iss a major first step taken byy governmentss in the regionn to
start SDG implementatioon. The Rounnd Table will discuss
d
challeenges, exchannge
different approaches, annd collect preliminary lessoons from devissing national and
a
local SDG
G strategies aand programm
mes, benefittinng from a weealth of counntry
experiencees, including ffrom the counttries from the region that paarticipated or will
participatee in the Nation al Voluntary Reviews
R
at thee HLPF.

REGIONA
AL ROUND TTABLE II (Rooom XXI):
SUBREG
GIONAL COO
OPERATION
N FOR SDG IMPLEMENTTATION
The subreggional level is im
mportant in a multi-layered
m
sysstem of SDG im
mplementation and
a
follow-up. Neighbouring
N
coountries workinng together can help address iissues of comm
mon
concern, including those of transboundaary nature. The
e subregional leevel connects the
local and naational levels o n the one handd and the region
nal and global llevels on the otther
hand. With regard to the kkey themes for the Regional Forum, this appllies in particulaar to
cross-bordeer infrastructuree and trade. The
T Round Ta
able will share experiences and
a
discuss how
w cooperation within the diffeerent UNECE subregions can help advance the
SDGs. Round Table II will encourage participation
n by governmeents, subregioonal
organizationns and bodiees, and non-governmental actors
a
engageed in subregioonal
cooperationn.

REGIONA
AL ROUND TTABLE III (Rooom XXII):
DATA AN
ND MONITOR
RING
Improving the data ssituation and building staatistical capaacities for SD
DG
monitoringg remains a ssignificant chaallenge for all countries inn the region and
a
beyond. Statisticians
S
arre working at the global and regional levvels, includingg in
the Conference of Euroopean Statisticians, to devvelop method ologically souund
SDG indicators. Round Table III will provide
p
an oppportunity for d ialogue betweeen
policy-makkers and statissticians on thhe needs, feassibility and lim
mitations of SD
DG
data.

17:000 – 18:00

REPORTING BACK A
AND CLOSIN
NG

Fuurther In
nformatio
on:
ww
ww.unece.orgg/rfsd2017

Coontact:

Mss. Monika Linnn, Principal Addvisor and Direector, Sustainaable Developm
ment and Gennder Unit
e-m
mail: monika.liinn@unece.orrg; phone: +411 (0) 22 917 1315
Mrr. Michael Kunnz, Economic Affairs
A
Officerr
e-m
mail: michael.kkunz@unece.org; phone: + 41 (0) 22 917 2445
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