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  Outcome of TRANSSC 30 

  Transmitted by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 

1. The 30
th

 meeting of the IAEA Transport Safety Standards Committee (TRANSSC 

30) was held from June 16 to 18, 2015.  This was the third meeting of current TRANSSC 

term, which will be four years in duration and end in 2018.  The TRANSSC Chair, Mr Paul 

Hinrichsen of South Africa, presided over the meeting.     

2. Day 1 of the meeting was a plenary session to conduct some of the administrative 

functions of the committee.  This part of the meeting included approval of the meeting 

agenda, approval of the previous meeting report, review of the TRANSSC Action Record 

Sheet, and feedback from the meeting of the Commission on Safety Standards and the 

meeting of the Chairs of the Safety Standards Committees.  Member State presentation on 

the status of regulation of transport of radioactive material was provided by Finland.  The 

Committee approved several safety documents and cleared security documents. The 

Committee was informed about the creation of a new Safety Standards Committee, which 

will be involved in issues of preparation and response to emergencies. At this time 

TRANSSC received an update from the UNECE on the activities of the SCETDG and 

recently adopted UN Publications, from Mr Olivier Kervella, and from the ICAO, from Ms 

Rooney who presented a proposal made to the Dangerous Goods Panel (DGP) to include a 

recommendation in the form of a note in the Technical Instructions for the Safe Transport 

of Dangerous Goods by Air (Doc 9284) (Part 5) (see appendix) based on SSG-26, 

paragraph 523.1 (b). She said that there had been reports of some shippers (consignors for 

the IAEA-SSR-6 Glossary) measuring only one type of radiation and it was suggested that 

this could result in an inaccurate measurement. She also mentioned that although there had 

been support for the proposed amendment from a safety perspective, the Panel recognized 

the issue was a multi-modal one and should therefore first be reviewed by the IAEA and a 

proposal brought to the UN Sub-Committee. However, because the IAEA’s current 

amendment cycle would preclude any agreed amendment from being incorporated in the 

next edition of the Technical Instructions and on the basis that the amendment would not 

introduce any new provisions but would simply refer to advisory material in an existing 

IAEA document, the DGP is considering including the proposed note in the next edition of 

the Technical Instructions ahead of a formal review by the IAEA provided there are no 

objections from the IAEA or the UN Sub-Committee. TRANSSC agreed it had no 

objections to ICAO including this note at this time.  
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3. The core work for the meeting was the discussion of the proposals for change to 

SSR-6 “Regulations for the Safe Transport of Radioactive Material” and SSG-26 “Advisory 

Material for the IAEA Regulations for the Safe Transport of Radioactive Material”. The 

meeting convened in five working groups (WGs) to evaluate the proposals provided by 

Member States, and International and Non-Governmental Organizations with the objective 

of identifying any deeper analysis that needs to be done in order to present a clear 

perspective for the next TRANSSC to decide if a revision of the publications is necessary.  

4. The final plenary session was convened to present the outputs from the Working 

Groups, TRANSSC then received the reports of the findings of the WGs from the various 

working group Chairs. Several consultancy meetings will be held in Vienna to analyse a set 

of proposals identified by the Working Groups, and the conclusions from those 

consultancies will feed into the TRANSSC 31 to facilitate the decision making process. The 

conclusions and recommendations of the working groups are included in the TRANSSC 30 

report. 

5. A summary of the discussions, decisions, and actions at TRANSSC 30 is provided 

in the TRANSSC 30 report, which is available in draft form on the TRANSSC 30 website:    

http://www-ns.iaea.org/committees/transsc/default.asp?fd=1527&dt=0  
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