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I. Introduction 
 
1. The consultant has been asked to prepare and deliver a study identifying and analyzing 
non physical obstacles to international trade along the EATL routes. In order to complete the 
study the consultant will use existing reports and information as well as the necessary inputs 
obtained from EATL focal points. The study will give a basis for preparing recommendations 
eliminating non physical obstacles to international transport along EATL routes.     
 
II. Method       
 
2. The consultant will use the following documents while preparing the list of non physical 
obstacle issues, sometimes called “behind the border” issues along EATL and other international 
routes: 
 

1. “Joint Study on Developing Euro-Asian Transport Linkages”, UNECE and UNESCAP, 
2008; section 3.7.4 Facilitating border crossings, page 119, section 4.3 Border crossing 
and transport facilitation issues, page 138 to 152, and 6.2 Recommendations; 

2. TRACECA reports dealing with border crossings, trade facilitation and transport; 
3. ADB CAREC Transport and Trade Facilitation Strategy Draft Action Plan 24-25 April 

2008; ADB CAREC Action Plan for Implementation of Transport and Trade Facilitation 
Strategy 11-12 June 2008; and ADB CAREC Workshop on Trade Logistics Development 
in the CAREC Region 2-4 September 2008 and other ADB trade facilitation studies;   

4. “Overcoming Border Bottlenecks: The Costs and Benefits of Trade Facilitation”, OECD 
Trade Policy Studies, 2009; 

5. UNECE and OSCE seminar on improving the implementation of international legal 
instruments aimed at facilitating cross border trade and transport operations 16-17 March 
2009;  
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6. UNECE and ECO First Regional Workshop of Euro-Asian Transport Links Phase II: 
Facilitating Euro-Asian Transport in the ECO Region 27-29 April 2009; 

7. German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ) “Simplification of Export and Import 
Procedures in the Republic of Tajikistan” report June 2007 and “Study on Simplification 
of Export and Import Procedures in the Republic of Kazakhstan”, May 2008; 

8. “Customs Modernization Handbook”, The World Bank, 2004; and 
9. Seminar on Overcoming Border Crossing Obstacles, 5-6 March 2009, Paris, ITF Survey 

on Border Crossing Obstacles Seminar Background Report   
 
3. The consultant prepared a matrix (attached) describing the EATL road, rail and inland 
waterway route study.  The same matrix lists the type of non physical obstacles which might 
occur along international road, rail and inland waterway transport routes. The EATL road, rail 
and inland transport routes have been subdivided into international supply chain parts: origin, 
border crossing points, routes and destination issues plus multimodal, route management and 
international issues. National transport and trade facilitation policies and initiatives have great 
impact improving border crossing point management and reducing non physical international 
transport obstacles and therefore these issues are included in the matrix.  
 
4. Extra information needs collecting for all international transport non physical obstacle 
issues along EATL road, rail and inland waterway routes. The advisor will prepare an 
information collection form helping national focal points get information. The information 
collection form will suggest which border crossing point and transport agencies might help give 
information.               
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