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Addressing issues relating to the implementatiothefGHS in member countries

Transmitted by the expert from Australia*

Background

1. At its 13" session, the Sub-Committee of Experts on the @jobtarmonized System
of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals GHSul§SCommittee) discussed two informal
documents submitted by Australia (UN/SCEGHS/13/IMf. and South Africa
(UN/SCEGHS/13/INF.10). The informal documents rdisgsues of consistency in approaches
to GHS implementation and what role the GHS Sub-@dtee might play in providing a
mechanism for exchange of information on GHS img@etation, and/or as a source of advice on
implementation issues for members.

* In accordance with the programme of work of the-S8alnmittee for 2007-2008 approved by
the Committee at its third session (refer to STAGA0/C.3/60, para.100 and
ST/ISG/AC.10/34, para. 14) (Provisions for the tpams of dangerous goods in open cryogenic
receptacles).
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2. The expert from Australia suggested that sinceimber of countries had started to
implement the GHS, the GHS Sub-Committee shouldidoon the different implementation
issues identified by countries or organizationglementation issues may include:

(@) Implementation timetables being further advdnicesome sectors than in others
and in some countries than in others. As a resuftlementation processes and
transition arrangements are likely to be highlyiatale.

(b) Possible implementation of GHS classificatioydut not labelling elements, as
this is a decision for the competent authoritiedifferent sectors.

(c) The need to avoid duplication of effort and rpote consistency in GHS
classification. The possible concept of sharingsifecation experiences needs to
be considered.

(d) Competent authorities in different sectors atifferent countries will have
different approaches to training.

(e) As countries adopt different implementation extifles, some arrangements to
minimise trade disruption may be necessary.

3. The GHS Sub-Committee was invited to providedfeek on how to improve the

exchange of experiences related to the implementati the GHS as a way to find solutions to
the difficulties encountered during the implemebotatprocess. The expert from Australia
reported that a formal document on GHS implememtatssues would be prepared for the
consideration of the Sub-Committee at th® &dssion in December 2007.

4, At the 14 session, the expert from Australia presented @nday paper addressing
issues relating to implementation of the GHS inwmber of countries. The agenda paper
proposed to establish an informal working groupfaoilitate a more useful and targeted
exchange of information relating to GHS implementat(ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2007/11). An
informal paper accompanying the agenda paper peopbdsaft terms of reference for such a
group (UN/SCEGHS/14/INF.26).

5. The agenda paper expanded on the impedimentepiementation presented in the
informal paper at the ¥3session (UN/SCEGHS/13/INF.14). It was noted thatail sectors in

all countries are represented on delegations t&tH8 Sub-Committee, and not all delegations
are necessarily familiar with the GHS implementatissues being addressed by sectors other
than their own. Consequently, the lack of guidarme implementation or insufficient
communication of GHS implementation issues betw#®n various countries could be an
impediment to realization of the potential of thel& Furthermore, it was noted that work on
implementation of the GHS is included in the worlarp for the 2007 — 08 biennium
(ST/SGIAC.10/C.4/24, page 16, Annex 2), and the Gid8ument is now in its"2revised
edition. Therefore, there are not likely to be figant technical changes to the document in the
immediate future, and the focus of the Sub-Commitselikely to be on implementation issues,
probably for the remainder of the current biennama possibly into the next biennium.
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6. The Sub-Committee welcomed the proposal foestablishment of the working group
on the condition that membership to the informalrkiry group is open to Sub-Committee
members and that the relevant proposals on howlte specific implementation issues would
be submitted to the Sub-Committee to be discussedgiplenary at each session. This should
not prevent countries from submitting feedback omplementation directly to the Sub-
Committee.

7. The Sub-Committee decided to adopt provisiontily draft terms of reference, as
amended and presented in Annex 1. The terms oferefe were adopted provisionally by the
Sub-Committee noting that some of the implementatssues might be related to transport

and/or physical hazards, and therefore this shbalthrought to the attention of the TDG Sub-
Committee at its thirty-third session, for endorsem

Proposal
8. The TDG Sub-Committee is asked to endorse theimg:

(8) The establishment of an inter-sessional workimyp on GHS implementation;
and

(b) The draft terms of reference for the workingugr as provided in Annex 1.
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Annex 1

Provisionally adoptéderms of reference for the informal working group
on GHS implementation issues

Tasks:  To contribute to the role of the Sub-Committeeassist countries in implementing
the GHS in a consistent and timely manner by:

1. Facilitating exchange of information relating GHS implementation in
countries;

2. Providing a forum for discussion for particuissues faced by specific sectors
and allowing the sharing of information from expeices on sector-specific
GHS implementation dealing with, for example, consu chemicals, transport,
workplace, etc. This should not prevent each cgurgubmitting their
implementation issues directly to the Sub-Committegansport-related issues
are identified, these will be referred to the TD@SCommittee;

3. Identifying general issues arising in the impémtation of the GHS, such as
building block approaches, problems relating tocHjme hazard classes or
categories, transitional arrangements, and trajning

4. Analysing and summarising issues identified tba implementation of the
GHS. If possible, suggestions for how such issums loe addressed in a
harmonized way will be submitted to the Sub-Conmeefit for their
consideration and resolution.

Lead country: Australia

Membership: Current participants are Australia, Canada, IS@\itica, Thailand, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, tdeited States of America
and the World Health Organization. Membership i®rogo other experts,
observers and intergovernmental organizations Ipyession of interest to the
lead countrs;.

! Note by the secretariat: Pending final endorsement by the Sub-CommitteexpieEs on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods at its thirty-second sessidy g008).

2 The experts from Brazil, Denmark, ltaly, Japan awofway have also expressed an interest to
participate in the working group.
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Schedule: A meeting by correspondence and/or by telecenfsr (depending on the size
of the working grouf) will be organized between sessions and a facade-f
meeting of the informal group held in the margirfseach Sub-Committee
session. Participants in the work of the informalking group can also take the
opportunity to meet in the margins of other intéioraal meetings.

Course of A report of issues from the informal working growpl be presented to the Sub-
action: Committee at each session

% Due to the size of the working group and the tiees between participating members, the initial
discussion of implementation issues by working graovembers is being conducted via the exchange of

information by email.



