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Introduction

1.
The workshop was organized at the initiative of the Ghana Standards Board (GSB). It aimed at building capacity in Ghana and other African countries in the interpretation and practical use of UNECE agricultural quality standards. UNECE experts explained how the standards for the selected products – oranges, tomatoes, aubergines, pineapples, onions, mangoes and fresh chilli peppers – were interpreted in the EU export markets and what legal and technical infrastructures existed there to ensure the enforcement of standards. The workshop brought together producers, exporters’ associations, quality inspectors and regulators from Ghana, as well as experts from Gambia, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone and Kenya.
Technical sessions

2.
The workshop allowed producers, traders, inspectors and experts from Africa to take part in the development of the standards and explanatory brochures for pineapples and fresh chilli peppers, two major products exported by Ghana to international markets. A trip to a pineapple farm, the knowledge of producers and experts about the product and the technical discussion at the workshop helped make good progress on the revision of the standard and on the brochure for pineapples. Photographs of fresh pineapples and their defects taken at the pineapple farm, together with the technical explanations given by the Ghanaian experts will be used in the UNECE Pineapple brochure being prepared. 
3.
The samples of fresh chilli peppers brought to the workshop by the local producers provided a very good basis for reviewing the provisions of the standard for that product. Photographs of different pepper varieties and of their defects taken during the technical sessions would be used for the explanatory brochure being developed by UNECE. The Ghana national standard for hot peppers was also considered in the technical discussion.
Workshop conclusions

4.
Annex III presents the conclusions and recommendations drawn up by delegates from African countries who attended the workshop. The recommendations stressed the need to: (a) develop and adopt national standards on the basis of UNECE and Codex standards; (b) develop explanatory material drawing on the expertise of UNECE and OECD; (c) continue training and capacity-building; (d) participate in the work of the standard-setting international organizations; (e) raise funds to finance these activities.
5.
The presentations given at the workshop and the training material from the practical sessions are available at: http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/welcome.html. The opening addresses of the Deputy Minister of Trade and the acting Executive Director of Ghana Standards Authority are contained in annexes I and II. The programme of the workshop and the list of participants are in annexes IV and V.
Annex I
Keynote address by the Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry, the Hon. Dr. J.S. Annan

Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Invited Guests, Participants, the Media, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The changing face of international trade has led to the requirements of manufacturers, producers and processors to have a single global acceptable technical, quality standard and conformance test. It is therefore gratifying that, today we have gathered here for this workshop on the Harmonization of Standards for Fresh Fruits and Vegetables to facilitate international trade.  It is a great honour and pleasure to be with you this morning and to be part of this workshop.

I wish to thank all those, whose hard work has contributed to the arduous and difficult task of organizing the workshop, especially the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) and Ghana Standards Board (GSB).

Most importantly, I encourage all concerned to redouble their efforts and work together to put Africa and for that matter the West Africa sub-region on the list of major exporters of quality fresh fruits and vegetables.

The drive for standards harmonization is but one of the overall trends for producers, manufacturers and processors to seek global market access for their products. We are therefore grateful to UNECE for organizing this workshop and at the time when one of our institutions is seeking approval as EU competent authority in the field or horticulture. I would therefore encourage the Plant Protection and Regulatory Services Directorate I (PPRSD) to continue to engage UNECE for the needed assistance and support in order to meet the requirements of a Competent Authority.

Harmonization of standards alone does not provide access to global markets. Other quality requirements such as maximum residue levels of pesticide in products, packaging and labelling, ability to trace products and application of safety management system, along the value chain, are equally important.

The requirements mentioned above may not be treated at this workshop because of time constraints but, it is very important that we diligently work on them, when we return to our various countries, to ensure that the relevant requirements are complied with. This would require training and dissemination of information to producers, processors and retailers along the value chain.

The most comprehensive approach to harmonization is to establish, through multilateral bodies, internationally accepted reference standards for products and processes.  It is therefore important that as we go through the process of harmonization, we make reference to internationally accepted standards in order to ensure that products that meet the requirements of the harmonized standards are also accepted internationally.

If this is not taken into consideration, trade with countries outside the region would be unnecessarily affected.

The impact or the effect of harmonization is the reduction of non-tariff barriers and free flow of products across barriers, therefore both government and business operators must pay more attention to international standards-related issues and activities.  Because unharmonized national and regional standards increase cost of doing business.

As participants, we may be looking at harmonization from the regulatory point of view but, it must be remembered that the private sector also promotes harmonization or products in order to streamline their products because it is expensive for producers to diversify products enough to meet the requirements of different importing countries and uniformity of products usually benefits the consumer.

It is therefore important that the views of producers are sought after this workshop, if it had not been done already, as part of the process of harmonization of standards.  It is also important to know that the private sector or business operators implement standards that are needed in order to conduct business within the market.  If business operators are therefore not involved with the harmonization process, implementation of the harmonized standards would not be easy and our efforts would be in vain.

As we go through the process of harmonization of standards it must be remembered that, where possible, testing and evaluation procedures, labelling requirements and residue tolerances for certain chemicals as well as inspection and evaluation of products also need to be harmonized. This I am sure would prevent and/or reduce disputes that may result from the differences in ensuring compliance with requirements, especially in the areas of testing, inspection and evaluation of products.

I believe participants are here to be trained as trainers and I expect that the knowledge and skills that would be acquired, especially in the interpretation of quality standards, would be passed on to other colleagues who could not be part of the workshop.

Participants must therefore work hard, throughout this short period, to understand the principles of harmonization and interpretation of international standards to become useful trainers, if we are to achieve the aim of the workshop that is, “Promoting the use of quality standards in African trade and involving African producers in the development of international standards”.

On behalf of the Ministry of Trade and Industry and on my own behalf, I welcome everybody to the workshop and wish you fruitful deliberations.
Annex II
Welcome address by the acting Executive Director of Ghana Standards Authority,

Mr. J.C.T. Armah

Mr. Chairman, UNECE Representatives, Participants, Invited Guests, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

It gives me great joy to be with you at this function firstly because of the relevance of quality standards and standardization to the realization of our developmental objective and secondly for the opportunity to deliver the welcome address.

I hope you all had enough rest last night and that you are ready for the intensive programme ahead.  To the foreign delegates, I say “AKWAABA”, hope you have an enjoyable stay in Ghana.

To all participants and delegates I say “welcome to the GSB-UNECE workshop on standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables”.

This workshop is the outcome of collaborative efforts of GSB, an Agency of the Ministry of Trade and Industry and Plant Protection and Regulatory Services Department of the Ministry of Food and Agriculture in partnership with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe – a clear manifestation of what teamwork can achieve through co-ordination of resources.

The aims of the workshop include, but not limited to:

a) Promoting standardization and the use of quality standards in trade;

b) Involving producers and other stakeholders in the value-chain in the development of national, regional and international standards.

The development of the global market has been characterized by dramatic changes in norms and business practices.  Notable among them are the systematic reduction in both tariff and non-tariff barriers.  The effect is increased competition for quality goods and services and a situation which requires companies to be quality conscious and customer focused.  The fresh produce industry has not been spared by the developments in international trade.

I am confident that this workshop would be able to achieve its objectives.

It is also my hope that the foreign delegates would also find time to enjoy the traditional warmth and hospitality of Ghanaians during their short stay.

Mr. Chairman,

Kindly permit me to use this opportunity to appreciate our sponsors and collaborators for the splendid organization.

On my own behalf and on behalf of Ghana Standards Authority I welcome you all and wish you fruitful deliberations.

Thank you.
Annex III

Conclusions and recommendations
(prepared by the delegations of Ghana, Gambia, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone)
1.
It is essential for countries to adopt the UNECE commercial quality standards as a policy, with particular reference to fresh fruits and vegetables 

2.
There is a need to develop and disseminate interpretative guidelines

3.
There is a need for needs assessment for the implementation of quality standards for fresh fruits and vegetables along the value chain  

4.
There is a need for a regional training of trainers in the African context
5.
Sharing information with regulatory bodies on current quality standards for fresh fruits and vegetables for commercial marketing 

6.
Identify the lead agency for enforcement of the relevant commercial quality standards in each country
7.
Sharing of technical information among the African agencies responsible for standards and enforcement  

8.
Development of explanatory brochures highlighting the interpretation of the tolerances, with expert assistance from UNECE and OECD 

9.
Fund sourcing
· Public-private partnerships
· Fiscal planning from National Revenue 

· Sourcing funds from international bodies/donors - i.e. UNECE, USAID, UNIDO, EC, NEPAD, ECOWAS, MRU etc.
10.
Sensitizing stakeholders on issues affecting:
· Commercial quality standards and
· Food safety management

11.
Encourage small holder farmers (especially women and youth) to understand the benefits and importance of commercial quality standards
12.
Encourage African countries to actively participate in international standards development activities and other related training programmes, especially the UNECE and OECD standards activities 

13.
Identify and build capacity of young farmers/exporters.
Annex IV
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GSB – UNECE COLLABORATION

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON INTERPRETATION OF COMMERCIAL QUALITY STANDARDS FOR FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES 

ACCRA, 19-23 SEPTEMBER 2011 

Organized by the Ghana Standards Board in partnership with the United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)

Hosted by the Ghana Standards Board and the Plant protection and Regulatory Services Directorate, Ghana

Aims of the workshop include:

· Building capacity in the use of UNECE standards and interpretation of international standards 

· Explaining how the UNECE standards are interpreted in export markets 

· Promoting the use of quality standards in African trade

· Involving African producers and traders in the development of international standards and interpretation material

Draft programme

	
	

	Monday, 19 September 2011 

	10:30  
	Delegates arrival  

	
	

	DAY 1 – Tuesday, 20 September 2011 

	08:00 – 08:30
	Registration 

	08:30
	Opening session:

· Opening Prayer 
· A representative of Ghana
· Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany, Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
· Keynote address (a representative of Ghana)
Group photograph

	SESSION 1:   COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

	09:30
	The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, links to other standards organizations, why should Africa participate in the UNECE work, benefits in using UNECE standards for trading with EU

	09:55
	EU regulations on marketing standards

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany

Focus on: EU legislation, how quality standards are enforced in EU countries, impact of the EU regulations on developing countries’ trade

	10:20
	The EU Competent Authority for Fresh Produce Export - Ghana’s journey
Mrs. Ruth Woode, Officer in Charge of the EU Competent Authority for Fresh Produce Export, Plant Protection and Regulatory Services Directorate, Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Focus on: why Ghana has created a Competent Authority to promote fresh produce export to EU, what are the functions of this body

	10:45 - 11:10 
	Tea break

	11:10
	Presentation of standards for the practical sessions

Standard for tomatoes (Mr. Ian Hewett, Inspections Delivery Manager, Rural Payments Agency, United Kingdom)

Standard for oranges (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)
Standard for aubergines (Mr. Ian Hewett)

	12:30 - 13:30 
	LUNCH

	13:30
	Practical sessions on tomatoes

Mr. Ian Hewett

	14:10
	Practical session on oranges

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann 

	14:50
	Practical session on aubergines

Mr. Ian Hewett

	15:30 - 16:00
	Tea break

	16:00
	Discussion and conclusions

Focus on: what African countries can borrow from the EU quality inspection system

	
	

	DAY 2 – Wednesday, 21 September 2011  

	08:30 - 16:00
	Field trip to a pineapple farm and to a chilli peppers production farm.

The purpose is to learn about growing conditions and quality problems.  It would be very helpful to have samples of fruits with defects which could be used for the practical sessions as well as for the work on the standards and brochures. Time should be allowed for taking pictures of and discussing the defects with growers

	
	

	DAY 3 – Thursday, 22 September 2011 

	SESSION 2:   PINEAPPLES

	08:30
	Use of standards in the pineapple industry
Ms. Abena Safoa Osei, Ghana Standards Board

	09:00
	Presentation of the UNECE standard for pineapples (pictures from the draft brochure could be used complemented with those taken during the field trip)
Mr. Ian Hewett 

	09:30
	Practical session on pineapples

Mr. Ian Hewett

	10:30 – 11:00
	Tea break

	11:00
	Work on the UNECE brochure for pineapples

Mr. Ian Hewett

	12:30 – 13:30
	LUNCH

	13:30
	Work on the UNECE brochure for pineapples (continued)
Mr. Ian Hewett

	15:30 – 16:00
	Tea break

	16:00
	Discussion and closure of the day

	
	

	DAY 4 – Friday, 23 September 2011

	SESSION 3:   EXPERIENCE OF AFRICAN COUNTRIES IN QUALITY CONTROL

	09:00
	Practical application of standards in Kenya
Mr. Timothy Irungu Mwangi, USAID/Kenya Horticultural Competitiveness Programme, Field Agronomist
Focus on: what is being done to set up a system of quality control in the country, lessons learned

	09:30
	Presentation of standards for the practical sessions

Standard for onions (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)
Standard for mangoes (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)

	10:30 – 11:00
	Tea break

	11:00
	Practical session on onions (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)

	12:00
	Practical session on mangoes (Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann)

	12:30 – 13:30
	LUNCH

	SESSION 4:   TECHNICAL SESSION ON FRESH CHILLI PEPPERS

	13:30
	Presentation of the UNECE/Codex standard for fresh chilli peppers

Mr. Tomás González Estrada, Director General, Science and Technology Council of the State of Yucatán, Mexico

	14:00
	Practical session on fresh chilli peppers (Mr. Tomás González Estrada)

	14:30
	Work on the UNECE brochure for fresh chilli peppers (Mr. Tomás González Estrada)

	15:45 - 16:10
	Tea break

	16:10
	Conclusions of the workshop

Handing out of certificates
Closure of the workshop


Annex V

GSB – UNECE INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON

INTERPRETATION OF COMMERCIAL QUALITY STANDARDS FOR FRESH FRUITS AND VEGETABLES

LABADI BEACH HOTEL – ACCRA GHANA
20TH TO 23RD SEPTEMBER 2011 

PARTICIPANTS 

	No.
	Name
	Country
	E-mail Address

	1
	Serquei Malanitchev
	UNECE
	serguei.malanitchev@unece.org 

	2
	Alisa Mayor
	UNECE
	alissa.mayor@unece.org 

	3
	Bickelmann, Ulrike
	Germany
	ulrike.bickelmann@ble.de

	4
	Tomas Gonzalez Estrada
	Mexico
	tomas.gonalez@yucatan.gob.mx

	5
	Ian Hewett
	UK
	Ian.c.hewett@rpa.gsi.gov.uk 

	6
	George Oduro Nkansah
	Ghana
	gonkansah@yahoo.com, gnkansah@ug.edu.gh 

	7
	Peter Caswell Eshun
	Ghana
	caswelleshun26@yahoo.com 

	8
	Victor Atsakpo
	Ghana
	victor orrison@yahoo.com 

	9
	Charles Bluie
	Ghana
	cbluie@yahoo.com 

	10
	Ebenezer Aboagye
	Ghana
	aboagyee@gmail.com 

	11
	James Mensah
	Ghana
	

	12
	Idrisah Yusif Musah
	Ghana
	yusifim@yahoo.com 

	13
	Noel Adrah
	Ghana
	

	14
	Naomi Adamtey
	Ghana
	

	15
	Narteh Richard Maunger 
	Ghana
	grepasfarms@yahoo.com

	16
	Leonard Dumatonu, K
	Ghana
	leornarduma@yahoo.com 

	17
	Richard Agbewu
	Ghana
	agbewurichard@yahoo.com 

	18
	Nicholina Badu Kotei
	Ghana
	nichotei@yahoo.com 

	19
	Sena Ahedor
	Ghana
	asena425@gmail.com 

	20
	Kwaku Boateng
	Ghana
	beausant.boat@gmail.com 

	21
	Xorse Kweku Amenawonyo
	Ghana
	xorse2003@gmail.com 

	22
	Princewill Chinwe Aguiyi
	Nigeria
	aguiyiprincewill@yahoo.com 

	23
	Elsie Ihuoma Ofili
	Nigeria
	elsieofili@yahoo.com 

	24
	Alabi Oluwatoyin
	Nigeria
	toyin@thepromisenig.com 

	25
	Mercy Dupley
	Liberia
	mercydupley@yahoo.com 

	26
	Carmon James Gibson
	Liberia
	carmongibson@yahoo.com 

	27
	Bashiru Mohamed Koroma
	Sierra Leone
	bashiru.koroma@yahoo.com 

	28
	Francis Munda Palmer
	Sierra Leone
	frankopee2003@yahoo.com 

	29
	Kebba Sarr
	The Gambia
	Kebab.sarr@yahoo.com 

	30
	Gibril Williams
	The Gambia
	williamsgibril@gmail.com 

	31
	Timothy Irungu Mwangi
	Kenya
	irungutim@yahoo.com, timoty@fintrac.com  

	32
	Abena Safoa Osei
	Ghana
	safoaosei@gmail.com 

	33
	Emmanuel Oduro Owusu
	Ghana
	eo_owusu@hotmail.com 

	34
	Ransford Noble Attatsi
	Ghana
	pampeggh@yahoo.co.uk  

	35
	Naalamle Amissah
	Ghana
	naalamle@gmail.com 

	36
	Eric B. Quaye
	Ghana
	bequaye18@yahoo.co.uk  

	37
	Pearl Adu-Amankwah
	Ghana
	paaduamankwa@yahoo.co.uk 

	38
	Joyce Okoree
	Ghana
	jooko88@yahoo.com 

	39
	Judith Amoah-Boateng
	Ghana
	ajudy2002@yahoo.com 

	40
	MacMillan Prentice
	Ghana
	mcmillanprentice@hotmail.com 


