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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

Kenya Plant Health Inspectorate Service
International Workshop on Commercial Quality Standards

for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables 
for Countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa

Nairobi, 21 – 24 April 2009

Venue:  KEPHIS, Headquarters
Programme

· Promoting the use of the UNECE standards for fresh fruit and vegetables
 as international references
· Encouraging their practical application in countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa
· Explaining how the standards are interpreted in the export markets of the EU countries
· Inviting participants to take part in UNECE substantive work on standards.

Monday, 20 April
14:00

Courtesy call to Dr. Chagema Kedera, Managing Director, KEPHIS

14:30
Discussion of the consultant’s report and recommendations between KEPHIS, speakers and the secretariat

17:00

Close for the day

Tuesday, 21 April
8:30

Registration

9:00

Opening of the workshop



Dr. Chagema Kedera, Managing Director, KEPHIS

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Chairperson of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables

9:45

Tea break 
10:00
Departure on technical visit to fruit and vegetable-growing farms and a packing house (packed lunch)
17:00

Return to Nairobi

19:00

Dinner

Wednesday, 22 April
Session 1.
General

Chaired by KEPHIS and co-Chaired by Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann
9:00

The role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade 

Mr. Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE Trade and Timber Division

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, who can participate, why they are important, who uses them

10:20

General requirements for exports of fresh fruit and vegetables to EU
Mrs. Marie-Isabelle Cremieux-Trives, Inspector, DGCCRF (Direction générale de la concurrence, de la consommation et de la répression des fraudes), France
Focus on: how commercial quality standards fit into a broader framework of phytosanitary, food safety, traceability, labeling and other regulations and requirements
9:50

New EU regulation on marketing standards

Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Head of Section, Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung, Germany
Focus on: EU legislation, how quality standards are enforced in EU countries, impact of the new EU regulation on developing countries trade
10:15 - 10:45

Tea break
Session 2. 
Quality inspection systems 

Chaired by Mr. Ian Hewett and co-Chaired by Ministry of Agriculture
10:45
Application of agricultural quality standards in countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa
Mr. Martin Mulandi, KEPHIS consultant 

Focus on: summary of the survey results, recommendations
11:15
Presentations of selected countries of Eastern and South-Eastern Africa

3-4 presentations 10-15 minutes each
12:00
National quality inspection service in Kenya
Dr. Washington Otieno, General Manager, Inspection Operation, KEPHIS

Focus on: current status of quality inspection service, problems and ways of improving it
12:20

National quality inspection service in the United Kingdom
Mr. Ian Hewett, Inspections Delivery Manager, Rural Payments Agency, United Kingdom
Focus on: objectives and functions of the inspection service, how it operates, what can be borrowed and what lessons could be learnt by African countries
12:40 - 14:00

Lunch
14:00

Application and interpretation of UNECE standards in South Africa
Mr. Cyril Julius, Citrus Programme Manager, Perishable Products Export Control Board (PPECB), South Africa
Focus on: how UNECE standards are applied and interpreted, relationship between UNECE and private standards, how PPECB helps growers and exporters ensure good quality of fruit, how the quality of citrus and other fruit is controlled at the export stage, quality problems for citrus fruit
14:20

Application of commercial quality standards in France
Mrs. Marie-Isabelle Cremieux-Trives, Inspector, DGCCRF 

Focus on: relationship between EC regulations, national official and private standards; standards used to assess quality of imported fruits and vegetables, particularly French beans and snow peas; action taken in case of non-conformance; what is done to avoid rejecting imported lots
14:40

Training of inspectors in the Netherlands
Mr. Mr. Mat Kersten, KCB, Netherlands
Focus on: national system for training inspectors, harmonization of fruit and vegetables quality assessment, interpretation of standards by the OECD Scheme
15:00 - 15:30

Tea break
15:30 - 17:00

Discussion and conclusions
Thursday, 23 April
Session 3.
Hands-on training
9:30
Oranges and other citrus fruits (imported produce)
Trainer: Mr. Cyril Julius, PPECB, South Africa

10:50 - 11:20

Tea break
11:20

Peas (snow peas, snap peas) (exported produce)
Trainer: Mr. Ian Hewett, Rural Payments Agency, United Kingdom

12:40 - 14:00 

Lunch
14:00

Tomatoes (exported produce)
Trainer: Mr. Mat Kersten, KCB, Netherlands

15:20 - 15:50

Tea break
15:50

Avocados (exported produce)


Trainer: Mrs. Marie-Isabelle Cremieux-Trives, Inspector, DGCCRF
17:10

Questions and conclusions
Friday, 24 April

9:30

Cabbages and kales (exported produce)
Trainer: Mr. Mat Kersten, KCB, Netherlands

10:50 - 11:20

Tea break
Session 4.
Hands-on training
11:20

Apples (imported produce)
Trainer: Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung, Germany

12:40 - 14:00 

Lunch

14:00

French beans (exported produce)
Trainer: Ms. Ulrike Bickelmann, Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft und Ernährung, Germany

15:20 - 15:50

Tea break
15:50

Aubergines (imported produce)
Trainer: Mr. Ian Hewett, Rural Payments Agency, United Kingdom

17:00

Questions and conclusions
Closing the workshop
Notes to the programme

Samples of products selected for consideration will be used to discuss the application of the standards. First, experts will present the standards and explain the main problems that they have with the products received in the main destination countries of the EU. Then participants will be invited to examine the samples exhibited on the table, take notes and decide which quality category the fruit belongs to and why. After that there will be a general discussion of the defects and classification of the product. To help the discussion, photographs of sampled fruit will be projected on the screen.

� Downloadable from the UNECE website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/fresh/FFV-Standards.htm" ��http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/standard/fresh/FFV-Standards.htm�





