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Excellencies, 
Mr Akhmetov, 

Mr Duisebaev,
Distinguished Participants,

Ladies and Gentlemen,


Let me begin with my sincere thanks to our distinguished hosts, for their hospitality and cooperation. 

I have the honour and pleasure to address the distinguished participants in this fifth seminar under the project that UNECE has carried out together with UNESCAP on trade facilitation for the countries participating in the UN Special Programme for the Economies in Central Asia (SPECA). The effect of the activities under this project can already be seen. Since the first seminar we held here, in Almaty, in June 2007, interest has risen  significantly in the subjects that we introduced: integrated approach to trade facilitation; the Single Window for export and import clearance (described in UNECE’s Trade Facilitation Recommendation No.33); interagency and public-private cooperation for trade facilitation (Recommendation 4). And, that interest has generated results:  the work on trade facilitation in the region has grown to a new stage. Various agencies are developing projects following the above concepts. The agencies that attended the first seminars are now our partners. Projects on establishing national trade and transport cooperation mechanisms and Single Window projects were launched in Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and now we are proud to support the initiatives of our friends in Kazakhstan. 


The UNECE is one of five regional commissions of the United Nations; it brings together Europe, North America, and the former Soviet Union – three key regions for the global economy; and its mission is to facilitate economic development and orderly cooperation among its member States. We work closely with governments, the business and academic communities as well as with all relevant stakeholders in the member States to help them cope with the challenges of globalization, including the successful development of trade and investment links between countries and regions. We view therefore today’s Seminar as an important milestone in implementing UNECE’s mandate. 


I am grateful to our hosts for their interest in our innovative tools for trade facilitation. It is also heartening to witness the willingness of Kazakhstan to foster actively regional cooperation and development in Central Asia. Since its accession to independence, Kazakhstan has demonstrated, under the leadership of H.E. President Nazarbaev, a strong potential for stability and economic development, openness and technical skills, notably in using modern information and communication technologies in Customs control. We are confident that Kazakhstan has the capacity to implement successfully such an advanced instrument for trade facilitation and good governance as the Single Window, involving all agencies that control trade, as well as the private sector. 

The Single Window in the area of foreign trade, which we will discuss today, is primarily a political and organizational tool for good governance rather than a business enterprise. There is much to be gained in terms of efficiency of control operations, in building trust and cooperation between business and the state institutions. Information is power, and the control of trade documents and data is a question of orderly exercise of political power. It is a very positive sign that the countries of the region have taken up this concept so positively. As the Single Window is a political and organizational tool, there is a key role for the United Nations to play, in cooperation with the governments in the region, in building such systems.

The UNECE is willing to assist further the efforts of your countries in strengthening further their competitiveness which would facilitate trade and investment relations with Europe and other partners. The UNECE is the custodian of key international norms and standards in the area of trade, transport, energy efficiency, agriculture or statistics and provides technical assistance to their implementation. Implementing these norms and standards is a key practical step towards the facilitation of trade and investment links with other countries.

We want to stress today that the Single Window systems that you are building should be based on international standards for trade data exchange, notably those of UNECE and the World Customs Organization. The national Single Window projects should not create isolated islands: systems that cannot connect to the neighbours and the global trade information flows. In this sense, there is much scope for cooperation in a United Nations-led project with the countries of Central Asia. I would like to invite our Kazakh hosts, notably Mr Akhmetov and Mr Duisebayev, and the representatives of the other countries, to collaborate with the UNECE in such a project. Kazakhstan has a pivotal place in this sense: both one of the richest and most stable countries in Central Asia, and a member of the prospective Customs Union between Belarus, Kazakhstan and Russia, where Kazakhstan plays a leading role in several areas, including the Customs Code and the Single Administrative Document. It can play a leading role in fostering the Single Window concept in the Customs Union and in the Central Asian region. 

The International Conference/SPECA Economic Forum “Central Asia and Europe: a New Economic Partnership for the 21st Century” organized in 2007 by the Government of Germany and the UNECE with the participation of Ministers from Central Asia and the European Union, including the Vice-Chancellor of Germany and the EU Foreign Commissioner sent an unequivocal message: Central Asia, as a region, is a more attractive business and investment partner than single countries of the region. Through stronger regional cooperation, Central Asia could become a busy trade hub between Europe and Asia and a large regional market, creating more favourable conditions for rapid and stable economic development of all countries of the region. Many traditional tariff barriers have been removed from mutual trade among the countries in the region, so trade facilitation remains a central focus for future work on regional trade integration. Trade facilitation is meant to assist primarily SMEs, and help create a middle class – the foundation for any democratic society. 

Trade facilitation necessitates public-private and interagency cooperation, which is not easy to achieve. Harmonizing trade procedures and documents, building a Single Window system, modernizing border-crossing points and other measures necessitate resources. Various users will profit from the products of trade facilitation, but it is not easy to establish a collaborative mechanism for providing those tools of trade facilitation. Various countries in the region – Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan - have launched various forms of public private mechanisms for trade facilitation. We hope that this seminar will increase the capacity of the SPECA countries to establish functioning mechanisms. One of the objectives here is to organize an exchange of experience and put together a regional network, in which the countries will help each other. UNECE is ready to provide further assistance to build the strategy for such public-private cooperation mechanisms, in compliance with its trade facilitation Recommendation 4: National Trade and Transport Facilitation Bodies. 

With this I would like to wish you fruitful discussions at this Seminar in the search of more efficient practical solutions for trade and development.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________________
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