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Overview

e Voluntary global performance targets

* 1949 and 1968 Conventions on Road Traffic

* 1968 Convention on Road Signs and Signals

¢ 1958, 1997 and 1998 “Vehicle Regulations” Agreements

e 1957 European Agreement for the International Carriage of
Dangerous Goods by Road

¢ 1970 European Agreement concerning the Work of Crews of
Vehicles Engaged in International Road Transport




Voluntary Global Performance Targets directly ~
linked to UN legal instruments
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General Assembly Resolutions

* Since 2003, the GA has called attention to global road safety
and the need for improvement

* New GA resolution on road safety every 2 years
* Latest GA resolution A/RES/72/271 (paragraph 6)

“reaffirms the role and importance of the United Nations legal
instruments on road safety, such as the 1949 Convention on Road
Traffic, the 1968 Convention on Road Traffic, the 1968 Convention on
Road Signs and Signals, the 1958 and 1998 agreements on technical
vehicle regulations, the 1997 agreement on periodic technical
inspection of vehicles and the 1957 agreement on the transport of
dangerous goods, in facilitating road safety at the global, regional and
national levels, and commended Member States that have acceded to
these international legal instruments on road safety”



What is a Convention?
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* Binding based on elaborated good practices

* Multilateral platforms to exchange good practices, discuss
emerging challenges and find the best common solutions

* Continuously reviewed and amended to remain current



Contracting Parties



Roles for Countries and NGOs

* Understand the United Nations road safety conventions and
their benefits

e Countries to:
- Consider the net benefits of accession

- Undertake the necessary national legal steps/procedures
for accession

- Deposit an instrument of accession with the UN
Secretary-General through the Office of Legal Affairs, New
York

* NGOs may advocate accessions to these instruments, or for
their better implementation by their national Governments



UNECE
Sustainable
Transport
Division

Focusing on international rules,
regulations and procedures;
analyzing situations; offering
capacity-building and technical
assistance, often out of sight -
the Sustainable Transport Division
of the United Nations Economic
Commission for Europe is
committed to improving
road safety worldwide.

Inland Transport Committee

ECE/TRANS/SC.1
Working Party on Road Transport ’

ECE/TRANS,/WP.1
Working Party on Road Traffic Safety ’

ECE/TRANS/SC.2
Working Party on Rail Transport

ECE/TRANS/SC.3
Working Party on Inland Water Transport

ECE/TRANS,/WP.5
Working Party on Transport Trends and Economics

ECE/TRANS/WP.6
Working Party on Transport Statistics

ECE/TRANS,/WP.11
Working Party on Transport of Perishable Foodstuffs

ECE/TRANS/WP.15
Working Party on Transport of Dangerous Goods

ECE/TRANS/WP.24

Working Party on Intermodal Transport and Logistics

ECE/TRANS/WP.29

World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicles Regulations

ECE/TRANS,/WP.30
Working Party on Customs Questions affecting Transport
[Border Crossing and Customs)
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Conventions on Road Traffic

e To increase road safety through the exchange
of good practices, the discussion of emerging
challenges and deriving the best common
solutions

e To facilitate international road traffic through
the adoption of uniform traffic rules and the
reciprocal recognition of documents issued in
conformity with those rules, also helps to
enhance inter-country road safety
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http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Convention_on_Road_Traffic_of 1949.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_traffic_EN.pdf
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Convention on Road Signs and Signals

e To increase road safety through the exchange of best practices on
road signage and markings, and discussion on the modernization
of road signs and signals to reflect road conditions

e To facilitate international road traffic through international
uniformity of road signs, signals, symbols, and of markings, also
helps to enhance inter-country road safety
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http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/conventn/Conv_road_signs_2006v_EN.pdf



“Vehicle Regulations” Agreements

« Safer and more environmentally friendly vehicles
* International road traffic facilitation
* Domestic traffic safety

... through implementation of UN Vehicle Agreements

v'Vehicle approval: 1958 Agreement
v'Vehicle certification: 1998 Agreement

v'Periodic technical inspections: 1997 Agreement

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/presentation_wp29.html



Active safety
Automation and connectivity

Noise Lighting and light signalling

http://www.unece.org/trans/main/wp29/presentation_regulations.html



High level of safety, without
excessive burden for countries

http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/adr/adr_roadmap.html



European Agreement for the International
Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road (ADR)

* Prevents accidents and property and damage during the loading, unloading
and transport of dangerous goods

* Minimizes the effects of accidents

* Mutual recognition of ADR driver training, vehicles, packagings and tanks

* Promotes harmonization and compatibility with other modes (sea, air, rail)

* Provides internationally recognized classification and identification of
dangerous goods

* Prescriptions for the construction of vehicles and tanks transporting
dangerous goods

* Training and clear identification of the duties of the participants in the
transport chain “

http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/adr/adr_e.html



European Agreement concerning the Work
Crews of Vehicles Engaged in International Road
Transport (AETR)

UNECE

AETR
|mpr0ves road SafEty by: Road Map for Accession

and Implementation

Driver fatigue kills

e prescribing the number of
maximum driving hours by
professional drivers

e prescribing rest periods

... thereby reducing road
accidents due to driver fatigue

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2010/sc1/ECE-TRANS-SC1-2010-AETR-en.pdf
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/doc/2017/sc1/AETR_Roadmap.pdf
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United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Sustainable Transport Division

8-14, Avenue de la Paix
CH-1211 Geneva 10
Switzerland

Email: roadsafety@un.org

http://www.unece.org/trans/welcome.html


mailto:rebecca.huang@unece.org
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