YEAR 2 - ISSUE2  JUNE 2009

VITAL SPACES

THE NEWSLETTER OF THE UNECE COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND LAND
MANAGEMENT AND THE WORKING PARTY ON LAND ADMINISTRATION

IN THIS ISSUE:
70™ CHLM Session: Climate Neutral Cities.

Energy Efficiency in Housing: Better houses rather than more power plants o Habitat for Humanity working for energy-efficient homes.
Land Management and Administration: Land consolidation: A key to successful land reform? > Access to land — the case for Roma.
Homelessness: UNECE workshop assesses homelessness and advocates prevention as the most effective solution.

Country Profile: UNECE assessment to help Azerbaijan sustain progress in its housing sector.

At the Secretariat: Our new interns and consultants.

Announcements: UNECE Second Workshop on Energy Efficiency in Housing in Vienna, Austria on 23-25 November 2009 > UNECE launch of the

book “Self-made Cities”.

Bbl HaligeTe CTaTbu Ha PYCCKOM AI3blKE BHYTPU

A SPECIAL EVENT ON CLIMATE NEUTRAL CITIES
WILL OPEN THE 70TH SESSION OF THE
COMMITTEE ON HOUSING AND LAND
MANAGEMENT // MeponpusiTue, NOCBALLEHHOE
K/IMMaTU4eCKU HEHTPaJIbHBIM rOpoJaM, OTKpOeT
70-10 ceccuro KomurTeTa no :KUIMIHOMY
X03MCTBY Y 3eMJ/IeNI0/Ib30BAHHIO

Despite manifold initiatives to
address climate change, only a reduced number are centered on
buildings and cities. For instance, only few consider that town
planning and land use zoning need to be integrated in climate
change action plans forgetting that it is not only the technological
characteristics of buildings that contribute to the reduction of
energy use, but also the spatial and density attributes of
communities and cities at large. Realizing the need to adopt a
broader approach to combat climate change, after the workshop on
Energy Efficiency in Housing held in Sofia in April 2009, the
Committee on Housing and Land Management (CHLM) is taking a
step forward by focusing on how better urban planning and efficient
energy use in using reduced green house gases emissions in urban
areas, towards “Climate Neutral Cities”.

The event will be held on the first day of the 70th session of the
Committee on Housing and Land Management, in Palais des
Nations, Geneva, from 23 to 25 September 2009. The workshop will
1) discuss the approach of cities to sustainable land management
and mitigation of climate change and 2) focus on the building
dimension of climate neutrality.

Guest speakers will represent the multi-dimensional approach of
“Climate Neutral Cities”: policy makers, mayors and other politicians
from various cities will present the policy and governance challenges
posed by this concept. Experts from the public and private sector
will address technical challenges and practical solutions to achieve
sustainable cities including land-use planning, transport planning,
infrastructure and energy efficiency and overall building
performance.

Speakers include: Brigitte Dufour-Fallot, advisor Cité de I'énergie,
Lausanne, Switzerland, Susan Roaf, author of “Adapting Buildings
and Cities to Climate Change, United Kingdom, Wolfgang Feist,
founder of the Passive House Institute, Germany, Michael Denkel,
AS&P Albert Speer & Partner GmbH, Germany, Peter Droege,
Professor for Urban Sustainability, Institute of Architecture and
Planning Hochschule Liechtenstein, Cecil Konijnendijk, Professor,
University of Copenhagen, Denmark, Mathieu Laperrelle, K'nL
Architecture, France, Tzveta Naniova, United Nations Development
Programme, Bulgaria, Andrew Waugh, Waugh Thistleton Architects
Ltd, United Kingdom, Wolfgang Foerster, Senior Advisor, Vienna
Regional Housing Deparment, Rita Ottervik, Mayor of Trondheim,
Norway (TBC), Anthony Malkin, Empire State Building, New York
(TBC), Juha Hulkkonen, IBM Global Business Services, Finland.

The event will be followed by the regular session of the Committee,
where member States will discuss priorities and policy advice on a
number of housing and land management issues. On the agenda this
year:

e The development of an Action Plan for Energy Efficiency in
Housing in the UNECE region;
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e Status of the assessments of the housing and land management
trends and policies of Georgia, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan, Azerbaijan,
and Tajikistan;

e Informal settlements, including the launching of a recent UNECE
study on this phenomenon, entitled “Self-made Cities;

e Land administration and the real estate market;

e Multifamily housing management and refurbishment;

e Building and construction safety;

e Green building.

The official agenda of the meeting will shortly be available on the
UNECE website at
Http://www.unece.org/hlm/sessions/70thsession.htm.

A mail alert will be forwarded to as well to inform you about its
availability.

We look forward to seeing you on 23rd of September!
For further information, please contact:

Paola Deda

Secretary to the Committee on Housing and Land Management
UNECE secretariat

Tel.: +41 22917 2553

E-mail: paola.deda@unece.org

// HecmoTpsa Ha To, 4To MHMUMATUBLI No Bopbbe co cMeHol KnumaTta
pa3HO06pa3sHbl, TO/IbKO HEKOTOPbIE U3 HMUX HanpaB/ieHbl Ha
CTPOUTENBLCTBO M ropoaa. Hanpumep, nnilb HEMHOIME CYUTAOT, YTO
ropoACcKoe NNaHMpPOBaHUE U 3eMIEN0Nb30BaHNE A0/XKHbI ObITb
WHTErpUPOBaHbI B NJ1aHbl AEMCTBUA NO USMEHEHUIO KIMMaTa,
3abbIBas 0 TOM, YTO HE TO/IbKO TEXHO/IOTMYECKME XapPaKTEPUCTUKM
3[,aHM1I1 CNOCOBCTBYIOT YMEHbLUEHWUIO NOTPEbAEHNA SHepPrumn, HO
TaK¥Ke NPOCTPAHCTBEHHbIE M OTHOCALLMECA K NMIOTHOCTU HaceneHusa
XapaKTePUCTUKM KUbIX KOMMNEKCOB 1 ropogoB B uenom. Komutet
M0 }KUAULLHOMY X03aUCTBY U 3emneaenuio (KX3), ocosHas
HeobxoAnMOCTb bonee WKNPOKOro nogxona K bopbbe ¢
M3MeHeHWeM KanmaTa nocae paboyero coBelaHma no
3HeproadpGeKTUBHOCTU B }KUNOM ceKTope, cocTonsliemca B Coduu B
anpene 2009, genaeT war Bnepes, KOHLEHTPUPYACb Ha TOM, KaK
YYYLWUTb rOPOACKOE NAaHMPOBaHUE U 3pdeKTUBHOE
MCMO/Ib30BaHME IHEPIrUM, YMEHbLLAA BbIBPOCHI MAPHUKOBbIX ra30B B
rOPOACKMUX palioHax, ABUIaACh K LeIM «KIMMATUYECKM HeTpabHble
ropoga».

Pabouee coBelyaHne cocToUTCA B NepBbin AeHb 70-1 ceccum
KomuTeTa no *KUAnWHOMYy X03aMCTBY U 3eMaeennto, KoTopas
nponget Bo [lBopue Haumi B HeHese ¢ 23-ro no 25-e ceHTAbpA
2009 roaa. Ha paboyem coselaHmm 1) coctomtes obeykaeHune

MoAxoAa ropofos K yCTOMUMBOMY YNPaBAEHUIO 3eMe/bHbIMU
pecypcamm 1 CMArYeHMIo NOCNeACTBMI CMEHbI KNMMmaTa v 2) byaet
yZ.eNeHO BHUMAHWE CTPOUTEIbHOMY acneKTy KAMMaTUYeCKoM
HEWTPaNbHOCTU.

OpaTopbl, NpUrnaweHHble Ha paboyee coBelLaHne, NPeaCcTaBAT
MHOFOCTOPOHHUI NOAXOA K «KAMMATUYECKM HEWTPAAbHbIM
ropogam»: BbiCLIME AO/KHOCTHbIE NLA, M3PbI U APYTMe NOAUTUKM
M3 Pa3HbIX FOPOLOB PACCKaXKyT O NOMIUTUHECKUX U YNPaBAeHUYECKMX
BbI30BaX 3TOrO KOHL,ENTa. JKCNepTbl U3 roCyAapCTBEHHOIO U
YaCTHOrO CEKTOPOB PACCMOTPAT TEXHUYECKME TPYAHOCTU U
NPaKTUYECKUE peLleHMs YCTOMUYMBBIX TOPOLOB, BKAKOYAA
ynpas/ieHue 3eme/ibHbIMU Pecypcamm, TPaHCNOPTHoe
nnaHMpoBaHue, MHGPaACTPYKTYPY M 3HeprosdpeKTUBHOCTb, a TaKKe
KayecTBO CTPOMTENLCTBA B LLE/IOM.

Cpepu BbicTynawowmx byayT: Cepreit OpArKOHMKMA3E, reHepasibHbIN
ovpekTop opouca OOH B HeHeBe (NoanekuT NoaTBEPKAEHMIO),
Bpuaxut Arodyp ®anno, KoHcynbTaHT Cité de I'énergie, /lo3aHHa,
Cbto33H Poyd, aBTOp «AganTtaumm 35aHUIA M TOPOAOB K CMeHe
KAnmaTa», BonboraHr ®aict, ocHoBaTeNb MHCTUTYTa NAaCCUBHOIO
*KuUnbA, pokTop Maiikn OeHken, AS&P Albert Speer & Partner GmbH,
MNetep Opore, npenogasaTtesnb Mo yCTOMYNBOCTM ropoaos, MHCTUTYT
APXMTEKTYPbI U NAaHMpPOBaHUA, JiuxTeHwTeliH, Cecunb KoHMeHaWIK,
npenogasatenb, yHusepcutet KoneHrareHa, JaHua, MaTbe
Naneppene, K'nL Architecture, Liseta HaHnosa, MPOOH, Bonrapus,
3Hapto Bo, Waugh Thistleton Architects Ltd, loHaoH, BonbdraHr
depcTep, perMoHanbHbIl OTAEN XKUAbA ropoaa BeHbl, Puta
OTTepBuK, M3ap roposa TpoHaxeim, Hopserua (nognexut
NOATBEPXKAEHUIO), DHTOHN ManKuH, Bnagenel, KomnaHnM dmnanp
CreliT Bungmur, FOxa XynkoHHeH, IBM Global Business Services,
duHNAHANA.

3a MeponpuAaTMEM NOC/EAYeT oYepesHan ceccus KOMUTeTa, Ha
KOTOPOW rocyaapcraa uaeHbl 06CyaaT NpUopuTeTbI 1
peKomMeHAauMM Mo HEKOTOPbIM BOMPOCaM MOAUTUKM KUIULLHOTO
X03qlcTBa U 3emieaenva. B nporpamme 3Toro roga:

e PasBuTMe NnaHa 4eNCTBUMN NO 3HeProapPeKTUBHOCTH
KUANULLHOTO ceKTopa B pernoHe E9K OOH;

e CTaTycC OLEHKM TEHAEHLMI U NOAUTUKN B chepe Kunba 1
3emnegenua Mpysun, benapycu, KoiprbizctaHa, AsepbaiigykaHa u
TaAXMKUCTaHa;

e HedopmanbHble NoceneHua; BKAOYAA HeaBHee UccnefoBaHne
ESK OOH Ha a1y Temy nog Ha3BaHuem «CamoaesibHble ropoaar;

e 3emnenosb3oBaHME U PbIHOK HEABUKUMOCTH;

e YnpaB/ieHWe MHOTOKBAapPTUPHbIMU AOMAMU U UX PEMOHT;

e be30onacHoCTb CTPOUTENLCTBA;

e 3efeHble goma.

OduumanbHaa nporpamma 3acefaHuna CKopo byaeT A4ocTynHa Ha
cavite E9K OOH
http://www.unece.org/hlm/sessions/70thsession.htm.

Bam NpuWAIOT HaNOMMHaHKE Mo 3/1EKTPOHHOM noyTe, Koraa
nporpamma 6yaert pasmelleHa Ha caiTe.

MbI Hageemcs yBuaeTb Bac 23-ro ceHTsbps!
3a 6onee noapobHoW MHPOpMaUmel, Noxanyincra, obpalantecs K

Maone fepe

CekpeTapto KomuTteTa no KUAnwHoMy X03a1MCTBY U
3eM/1eno/ib30BaHUI0

CekpeTtapumat ESK OOH

Ten:+4122 917 2553

E-mail: paola.deda@unece.org
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BETTER HOUSES RATHER THAN MORE POWER
PLANTS // YcoBeplueHCTBOBaHHbIE JJoMa BMeCTO
3JIEKTPOCTAaHLUM

Investing in housing energy efficiency is more effective than building
new power plants, concluded the first UNECE Workshop on Energy
Efficiency in Housing held on 21 and 22 April 2009 in Sofia.
According to EU data, for instance, for every euro invested in the
sustainable refurbishment of housing, 2 euros that would have been
needed for the production of energy are saved. In general,
retrofitting homes in an energy-efficient way and building new
houses with energy-saving technologies also brings direct benefits
both to families’ health and to their purses. In addition to improved
indoor climatic conditions, it is estimated that each household can
save from €200 to €1,000 a year.

The benefits of investing in energy efficient homes go beyond
individual advantages, however. They can provide tools to address
both the financial crisis and climate change. Some countries have
already seized on the opportunity to invest in housing refurbishment
to create new jobs and boost their national economies. The
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change has singled out building
as the sector with the greatest potential for reducing projected
baseline emissions by 2020.

The Sofia workshop highlighted that retrofitting multi-storey family
buildings is an urgent need in many countries in the UNECE region.
In Bulgaria alone, the multi-family housing stock needing
refurbishment numbers 80,000 units for over 2 million people.
Refurbishment programmes thus offer an opportunity for energy-
efficient solutions that can lead to considerable energy savings for
countries.

Much potential exists for buildings to drastically reduce their energy
consumption and reach the
zero emission target. Examples
of passive housing discussed
during the workshop showed
that low and zero emissions —
and even houses producing
energy and returning excesses
to the common network — are
not science fiction, but a reality
that needs to be supported by
the right technologies, legal
frameworks and financial
schemes.

Lack of knowledge of what the
housing sector can offer in
terms of energy efficiency

impedes government and private sector investment in the area. In
addition, a number of constraints hamper the sector’s ability for
innovation, including outdated legislation, organizational barriers
and technological backwardness.

Participants presented examples of energy-efficient housing from
throughout the UNECE region as well as related financial and carbon
offsetting mechanisms and supporting policies. Specific case studies
came from Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada,
Finland, Germany, Kyrgyzstan, the Netherlands, the Russian
Federation and Sweden.

The conclusions and recommendations from the workshop will pave
the way for the development of an Action Plan on Energy Efficiency
in Housing for the UNECE region. Its main elements will be
developed through the second UNECE Workshop on Energy
Efficiency in Housing, to be held from 23 to 25 November 2009 in
Vienna. A call for papers for the Vienna workshop, to focus on
existing and proposed solutions and measures, will be issued in the
coming weeks by the UNECE secretariat.

For further information, please contact:

Paola Deda

Secretary to the Committee on Housing and Land Management
UNECE secretariat

Tel.: +41 22917 2553

E-mail: paola.deda@unece.org

// iuBecTMummn B aHeproadpdeKTUBHOE Kuibe NPUHOCAT GonbLue
NONb3bl, YeM CTPOUTENLCTBO HOBbIX 3N1EKTPOCTAHLMI. TakoW BbIBOA,
6bIn caenaH B xoae nepsoro paboyero cosewaHuna ESK OOH no
3HeproapPpeKTUBHOCTU B KUIULLHOM CEKTOpE, cocTonBLerocs 21 u
22 anpens B Coduun. Hanpumep, no gaHHbiMm EC, Ha Kaxkapbli eBpo,
WHBECTMPOBAHHbLIM B YCTONYMBBIA PEMOHT KWUJbA NPUXOAATCA 2
C3KOHOMJ/IEHHbIX €BPO, KOTOpble NOHaZ06UAMCL Bbl Ans
npou3BoACTBa 3Hepruun. B uenom, sHeprocbeperatowas
MOZ.EepPHM3aLMA JOMOB U CTPOUTENBCTBO HOBbIX 34aHWUN C
3HeprocbeperaoLmmm TEXHONOTMAMM NPUHOCAT OLLYTUMYHO NONb3Y
KaK 34,0pOBbi0, TaK U BOAXKETY cemel. 3a CYET HUX HEe TONIbKO
Yy4LIaeTcs MUKPOKAMMAT B MOMELLEHWUN; MO HEKOTOPbIM
noacyetam 6nrarofapa sHeprocbeperatoLMm TEXHONOMMAM KaxKaan
ceMbsl MOXKeT cakoHOMMUTb oT €200 no €1,000 B roa.

OAHaKo NPenMMyLLecTBa MHBECTMLMI B 3HeproadpdeKkTMBHOE Kunbe
He OrpaHMYMBAIOTCA IMYHOM Bbirogoi. OHM MOTyT NPeaoCTaBUTb
WHCTPYMEHTbI A5 pelleHns GUHAHCOBOro KpUsnca nam usMeHeHus
KAnMmaTa. HekoTopble cTpaHbl yyKe BOCN0/1b30BaUCh
BO3MOHOCTbIO MHBECTULMNI B MOAEPHU3ALMIO KNUbA ANA
CO34aHMA HOBbIX Paboymx MeCT U CTUMYIMPOBAHUA HALLMOHANbHOWM
3KOHOMMKN. MexXnpaBuTeIbCTBEHHAsA rpynna 3KcnepTos no
M3MEHEHMIO KIMMaTa OTMeTUNA
CTPOUTENBLCTBO Kak 061acTb ¢ HaMbobLMM
NoTeHLMaNoM NpesenbHOro CoKpaleHms
Bblbpocos K 2020 roay.

Pabouee cosewarue B Codpun
NnoA4YepPKHYN0, YTO MOAEPHM3ALMSA
MHOFO3TaXKHbIX 343aHWUI CTaNa OCTPOM
HEeo6X0AMMOCTbIO BO MHOTUX CTPaHaXx
pervoHa ESK OOH. B oaHOM To/IbKO
Bosnrapmm MHOrOKBapTUPHbIV KUAULLHbI
doHA, HyKaaLWwmiics B

pemoHTe, coctasaseT 80,000 eguHuy, ans
CBbIWe ABYX MUIJIMOHOB YenoseK. Taknum
06pasom, Nporpammbl Mo MOLEPHU3ALMUN
npeaoCcTaBAAOT BO3MOXHOCTb
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3HeproapPeKTUBHbIX pelleHnin, KOTopble MOTYT NPUBECTM K
3HAYUTENIbHON SKOHOMWM SHEPTUN B CTPaHE.

Bo/IbLWMM NOTEHLMANOM 061a4at0T Te 34aHUsA, KOTOPbIE PE3KO
COKpaTAT noTpebieHne SHePrumn 1 AOCTUTHYT HY/JIEBOW OTMETKM
BbI6POCOB. MpUMepbl «MAaCCUBHBIX AOMOBY», KOTOpble 06CyXAanMCb
B Xx04e paboyero coBeLLaHWsA, NOKAa3anu, YTo HU3KUE U HyNeBble
BbIBPOCHI, U AaxKe LOMa, TPOM3BOAALLME SHEPTUIO U
BO3BpalLatoLme ee U36bITKM COOBLLECTBY — 3TO He Hay4yHas
baHTacTMKa, a peanbHOCTb, KOTOPYH HEOBXOANMO NOAKPENATb
NPaBUAbHLIMU TEXHONOMMAMM, NPABOBLIMM OCHOBAMM U
bUHAHCOBLIMM NPOEKTaMM.

HepocTaToK 3HaHWIA B 061aCTU NPEANONKEHUA MUANLHOIO CeKTopa
B KOHTEKCTE 3HeproadpGpekTMBHOCTU NpenaTcTByeT
roCyapCTBEHHbIM M YaCTHbIM MHBECTULLMAM B 3TOM cdepe. B
[JOMOJIHeHWe, pag Nperpag, BKYan ycrapesllee
3aKOHOAATENbCTBO, OPraHM3aLUmMoHHble 6apbepbl U
TEXHOI0MMYECKYIO OTCTANI0CTb, HEraTUBHbIM 06Pa3oM CKasbliBatoTcA
Ha CcnocobHOCTM CEKTOPa K MHHOBALMAM.

YYacTHUKM NpeacTaBuan npumepbl SHeproadpdeKTUBHOTO KUNbA U3
Bcero pernoHa ESK OOH, a TakKe cBAzaHHble C 3TUM PUHAHCOBbIE 1
KOMMEHCUPYHOLLME YyrAepos MexaHU3Mbl U CTPATErMn NOAAEPKKN.
KOHKpeTHble TeMaTUyeckme nccnefoBaHua 6blam npeacTaBieHbl
AscTpuel, bonrapwueli, bocHuelt n FepuerosuHoi, lrepmaHueit,
KaHagoti, KbiproizctaHom, Huagepnangamu, Poccuinckon
depepaymnen, PuHnaHamei n LWseumei.

BbiBOAbI M peKomeHAaLMM No paboyemy COBELLLAHWIO NOAFOTOBAT
noysy Ans pa3paboTKM NnaHa AeNCTBUIA NO BONPOCaM
sHeproadPeKTUBHOro *Kunba B pernoHe ESK OOH. MaBHble
371eMeHTbI NaHa byayT paccMOTpeHbl Ha BTOPOm pabouem
coBelwaHnn E3K OOH no Bonpocam aHeproa¢p¢$eKkTMBHOCTU B
KUJIMLLLHOM CEKTOpe, KoTopoe cocTouTca ¢ 23 no 25 Hoabpa 2009 B
BeHe. TpeboBaHMA K 4OKYyMeHTam a1a paboyero coselaHun B BeHe,
NOCBALLEHHOMY CYLLLECTBYIOLLMM U NpeasaraeMbiM pelleHnUAaM U
mepam, byayT onybankoBaHbl cekpetapmuatom ESK OOH B
6nukaliwee Bpems.

3a 6onee noapobHoM MHGOpMaLmeit, NoxKanyicTa, obpaltanTecs K
Maone lege

CekpeTapto KomuteTa no XKUAULHOMY XO3AACTBY U
3eMNeno0/b30BaHUIO

Cekpetapuat ESK OOH

Ten:+41 22 917 2553

E-mail: paola.deda@unece.org

LAND CONSOLIDATION: A KEY TO SUCCESSFUL
LAND REFORM?

After two decades of reforms, the lack of adequate market
regulatory frameworks to support economic development is still a
concern for many transition countries in the UNECE region. In some
countries, the parceling of land that resulted from privatization
processes has not favored efforts to increase productivity. In
Bulgaria, for instance, some 2 million owners possess over 10 million
properties, with an average size of only 0.7 hectares. Many
Governments have a similar need to boost the agricultural sector
through exercises in land consolidation.

The need for improved capacities of States to guarantee efficient
land administration was discussed in a workshop, “Experiences with
Improved Data Management in UNECE countries,” held on 23 and
24 April 2009 in Sofia. The workshop addressed different aspects of
ongoing reforms of cadastre and registration systems in Bulgaria and
other countries in the UNECE region. Topics addressed included
experiences with land reform, the benefits of multi-functional
cadastre systems and the need to create adequate valuation
standards for real estate.

During the workshop, international experts reviewed alternative
instruments to promote economies of scale through land
consolidation exercises. One focus was the question of how to
increase productivity through an active leasing market in the
countryside. A lively debate took place among speakers and the
audience on the costs and benefits of mandatory and voluntary
approaches to promote the merging of land parcels. Opportunities
for public-private partnerships and international cooperation on
land consolidation practices as well as the role of State authorities
to guarantee security of tenure were also debated. Participants
acknowledged the fact that, whatever the approach selected, the
voice of local farmers should always be heard and participatory
mechanisms should be encouraged.

The workshop also addressed achievements in and pending
challenges to the creation of a multi-functional cadastre system in
Bulgaria for the storage, maintenance and distribution of land-
related information. Government figures show a substantial
increase in the financing of cadastral activities over the last decade,
which is due in part to increased international cooperation. As a
consequence, spending increased from €300,000 in 2001 to over €8
million in 2009. While the centralization of capacity in the national
cadastre agency will facilitate access to information by consumers,
the country is facing important challenges regarding data
maintenance at the local level, where municipalities lack adequate
technical capacities and the necessary funding to continuously
update existing maps. This is a situation many other countries are
facing as well.

For further information, please contact:

Mr. Ariel Ivanier

Secretary to the Working Party on Land Administration
UNECE Environment, Housing and Land Management Division
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

Phone: +41 (0) 22917 2553

Fax:  +41(0) 22917 0107

E-mail: ariel.ivanier@unece.org

Website: http://www.unece.org/hlm/welcome.html
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UNECE WORKSHOP ASSESSES HOMELESSNESS
AND ADVOCATES PREVENTION AS THE MOST
EFFECTIVE SOLUTION // PaGo4ee coBeljaHue
EJ3K OOH paeT oneHKy 6€340MHOCTH U BBICTyNaeT
3a npeJO0TBpalleHNe KaK HauGoJjiee
3¢pPeKTHBHOE pelieHue

The number of homeless people is estimated to be in the thousands
in the Scandinavian countries (e.g. Finland and Norway), in the tens
of thousands in other Western industrialized countries (e.g. Italy and
the United Kingdom), and in the millions in the countries of Eastern
Europe, the Russian Federation, the Caucasus and Central Asia.

Homelessness, a complex phenomenon, is generally defined as an
extreme form of deprivation of a basic human need namely
adequate housing. However, when it comes to identifying
vulnerable groups in the region covered by the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE), the definition of a
homeless person differs from country to country. While there is
agreement that rough sleepers are homeless, it is not always clear
that homeless people living with family or friends can also be
counted as targets for public action. Public authorities’ task is
complicated by the fact that statistics based on censuses are only an
estimate of the dimension of the problem at a given point in time.
Thus they cannot account for short-term variations due to
contextual factors, such as increases in the number of evictions,
family breakdowns or other shocks related to sudden changes in the
housing market in times of recession.

At a workshop organized by the Norwegian State Housing Bank
under the aegis of UNECE (Oslo, 18-19 May 2009) government
officials, civil society organizations and experts from academia
examined the current challenges public authorities are facing.
Participants discussed different approaches to combating
homelessness based on country experiences and the advice of
experts, including former users of shelter services.

The workshop emphasized that there is an urgent need for policy
action involving not only national housing authorities, but also
municipalities, social affairs authorities, the private sector and civil
society. The experts also stressed that the best solutions are found
in well designed preventive measures. These should aim at reducing
the number of first-time “homeless” people and increasing the level
of successful reinsertion for vulnerable groups through “housing
first” schemes that provide an alternative to temporary shelters.
Housing policy should also be combined with focalized social
assistance to prevent re-lapse into homelessness. Finally, cost-
effectiveness should also be promoted, with a focus on the rapid
reinsertion of individuals in their social milieux, an approach

compatible with different housing systems (rental or ownership),
when and wherever they can contribute to the empowerment of
disadvantaged groups.

The recommendations of the Oslo workshop will be summarized and
discussed during the seventieth session of the Committee on
Housing and Land Management in Geneva in September 2009.

For further information, please contact:

Ariel lvanier

Associate Economic Affairs Officer

UNECE Environment, Housing and Land Management Division
Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10

Phone: +41 (0)22 917 1357

Fax: +41 (0)22 917 0107

E-mail: ariel.ivanier@unece.org

http://www.unece.org/hlm/

// No noacyetam, uncno 6e3L0MHbIX COCTaBAAET ThICAUU B
CKaHAMHaBCKMX CTpaHax (Hanpumep, B Hopserun uam duHnaHanm),
AECATKM TbICAY B APYIMX 3aMafHbIX NPOMbILLIIEHHO Pa3BUTLIX
CTpaHax (Hanpumep, B UTanum unv BenmkobputaHnm) 1 MUAIUOHbI
B cTpaHax BoctouHolt EBponbl, Poccuitickonn Pepepaumm, KaBkase n
LleHTpanbHo A3unu.

Be3f,0MHOCTb — 3TO C/I0XKHOE ABNEHWNE, KOTOPOE 0BbIYHO
onpeaenatoT KaK KpanHow Gopmy AnweHns oaHoM 13 6a3oBbix
yenoBeyeckux noTpebHoOCTel: NpaBa Ha unbe. OgHaKo Koraa feno
[OXOAUT A0 BbIABNAEHWUA YA3BUMBIX FPYNN B PeruoHe,

0XBaTbIBAOLWEM CTPaHbl EBpONEcKol 3KOHOMUYECKO KOMUCCUM
OpraHusaummn ObbeanHeHHbix Haumii (ESK OOH), onpeaenexune
TOrO, KOFO MOXHO CYMTaTb 6€34,0MHbIM, OTIMYAETCA OT CTPaHbI K
CTpaHe.

XOTA cyWwecTByeT egMHOrNacue B OTHOLIEHMM TOTO, YTO HOYyHoLME
Ha y/uLe OTHOCATCA K 6€340MHbIM, He BCeraa ACHO, MOMKHO /in
paccmaTpuBaTtb 6€340MHbIX, }KUBYLLMX B CEMbE UM Y ApYy3ei, B
KayecTBe LeseBoW rpynmnbl rocyapCTBEHHbIX Mep. 3a4adya opraHos
BNACTU OC/IOXKHAETCA TemM GaKTOM, YTO CTaTUCTUYECKME AaHHbIE,
OCHOBaHHbIE Ha NepenuncK HaceneHus, ABAATCA NULWb
npubAN3UTENBHOM OLEHKOKM 0XBaTa Npobaembl B onpeaeneHHbIN
MOMEHT BpeMeHU. Tak, Hanpumep, OHU He NPUHUMAIOT BO
BHMMaHME KPAaTKOCPOUHble KosiebaHUA, 3aBUCALLME OT TaKUX
$aKTOpOB, KaK yBe/IMYEHME YNCNIA BbICENIEHWNI, pacnaaa ceMel Uan
OPYr1X MOTPACEHMI, CBA3AHHbIX C BHE3aMHbIMWU U3MEHEHUAMMU Ha
PbIHKE }XMAbA B MOMEHTbI Craga.

Ha pabouyem coBellaHnK, OpraHN30BaHHOM HopBeXCKUM
rocyAapCTBEHHbIM KUANLWHBbIM 6aHKOM nog arngoi ESK OOH (Ocno
18-19 man 2009), npaBUTENbCTBEHHbIE YNHOBHMKN, OpPraHM3aumm
rpa*KAaHCKOro obLw,ecTBa U 3KCNepTbl U3 HAYYHbIX KPYroB obcyamnm
TekyLlme npobnembl, Kacatolwmecs 6e340MHbIX, C KOTOPbIMU
NPUXOANTCA CTa/IKMBATLCA BAACTAM. YUYACTHUKU pacCMOTpenu
pasfiMyHble noaxoabl K bopbbe ¢ 6€340MHOCTbIO, OCHOBaHHbIE Ha
onbITe CTPaH M COBETaxX 3KCNepTOB, BKtOYas ObiBLLUMX 0bUTaTene
NpuIOTOB.

Ha pabouem coBewaHmm 6bii caenaH ocobblii akLEHT Ha TOM, YTO
CYLLLeCTBYET HacToATe/IbHaA NOTPE6HOCTb B MOAUTUYECKMX
AENCTBUAX, B KOTOPbIX NPUHAAM Bbl y4acTe He TONbKO
HaLMOHA/bHbIE }KUANULLHbBIE OPraHbl, HO U MYHULMUMNANUTETDI,
coumasibHble BAaCTW, YaCTHbIN CEKTOP U rparKaaHcKoe obLecTso.
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JKCnepTbl TaKKe 06paTUAN BHUMAHME Ha TO, YTO HaUAyULIMM
peleHnem ABAAIOTCA XOPOLUO CNIaHMPOBAHHbIE MPEBEHTUBHbIE
mepbl. OHM AO/MKHbI BbITb HAaNPaBAEHbI HA CHUMKEHME YNCAa NtoaeN,
BMepBble OKA3aBLUMXCA HA YIULLE, U NOBbILEHWA YPOBHA YCMELWHOWM
pPEeUHTErpaLmMm yasBnmbIX rpynn ¢ nomoubto cxem “housing first”
(«>KnNbe Npekae BCero»), KOTopble NPEANOKaT afbTepHaTUBY
BPEMEeHHbIM NpuioTam. HMUAULHAA NOAUTUKA TaKKe LO/KHa
COYeTaTbCs C HaNpaBAEHHOW COLMaNbHOM MOMOLLbIO,
npesoTBpalLaloLeil NOBTOPHOE BO3BpaLLeHe 6e340MHbIX Ha
yanubl. HakoHew, cnegyet cnocobcTBoBaTh 3pEKTUBHOCTM 3aTpaT C
ynopom Ha 6bICTpoe BOCCTaHOB/EHWE MHAVBUAOB B UX COLMANbHOM
cpeae, NoAxXoA, KOTOPbIN COYETAeTCA C PAa3NINYHBIMUN KUANULLHbIMU
cuctemamu (apeHaol nnm cobCTBEHHOCTLIO), KOraa U rae 6bl OHW HK
COAEeNCTBOBaANM PACLLMPEHMIO NPaB U BO3MOXKHOCTEN
06e340/1eHHbIX FPYNN HaceNeHuUs.

PekomeHaaumn pabouero coselwanuna B Ocno 6yayT NoAbITOXKEHbI U
0b6CyKAeHbl Ha ceMnaecaTon ceccumn KomuTeTta no KUAnWHomy
X03AUCTBY U 3emenesenuto B ceHTabpe 2009.

[Ons nonyyeHua bonee noapobHoM MHGOPMaLUK, NOXKANYICTa,
CBAXKUTECD C

Apuanem MBaHnep

Mnagwmm coTpyaHMKOM NO 3KOHOMMYECKMM BONPOCam

OTaena oKpy:KatoLLel cpeabl, }XUAULHOIO X0351UCTBa U 3eMiefenmsa
ESK OOH

CH- 1211 *eHesa 10

Ten: +41 22917 1357

dakc: +41 22 917 0107

Email. ariel.ivanier@unece.org

http://www.unece.org/hlm/

UNECE ASSESSMENT TO HELP AZERBAIJAN
SUSTAIN PROGRESS IN ITS HOUSING SECTOR //
Onenka EJK OOH coaeiicTByeT mporpeccy B
KWJINIHOM CeKTope A3ep6aikaHa

Despite a booming
economy based on its oil
and gas supplies,
Azerbaijan has not always
supported coherent urban
development. While rapid
economic growth has
boosted the construction
sector, much of the
country’s existing housing
stock and utilities
infrastructure remains
outdated and problematic.

The country faces a
number of challenges,
among them the lack of
affordable housing,
including social housing, illegal construction, poor living conditions
in certain urban and rural areas, and inadequate maintenance and
management of multi-family buildings. These phenomena are
coupled with the exponential growth of luxury buildings in the
centre of the capital, Baku, developed without any master plan or
spatial planning strategy.

Efforts to rationally reorganize spatial growth and increase the
quality and safety of buildings are being made, however. For

instance, the country is engaged in a number of development plans.
It is also updating its town planning, building and housing legislation;
improving procedures to guarantee the quality and safety of
buildings; promoting a coherent regional development; and
completing a modern real estate registry system.

To support these actions, the Government of Azerbaijan has
requested the United Nation Economic Commission for Europe
(UNECE), through its Committee on Housing and Land Management,
to develop a Country Profile on the Housing Sector. The Profile will
analyse current trends and offer recommendations and suggestions
on how to improve urban planning and housing conditions in the
country.

As elsewhere, in Azerbaijan the world financial crisis has affected
the housing market, limiting accessibility to alternative investment
schemes and sustainable financing mechanisms. The analysis and
recommendations in Country Profile will also focus on identifying
adequate housing finance systems along the lines of the envisaged
State mortgage programme that is creating the foundations for a
mortgage market to help middle-income families purchase their
homes.

To develop the Country Profile for Azerbaijan, international experts
interviewed selected specialists and professionals from relevant
Ministries and State Agencies as well as international and local
organizations, local authorities and developers in the first weeks of
May. This is the fourteenth Country Profile developed by UNECE,
and follows similar exercises in Kyrgyzstan (2008), Belarus (2008),
for which reports will soon be available, and Georgia (2007). The
Country Profile for Azerbaijan will be published in the coming
months.

To learn more about Country Profiles, please visit the dedicated
webpage.

For more information on the UNECE Housing programme, please
contact:

Paola Deda

Secretary to the Committee on Housing and Land Management
UNECE secretariat

Tel.: +41 22 917 2553

E-mail: paola.deda@unece.org

// HecmoTps Ha BbICTPO pacTyLLyto SKOHOMMKY, ONUPAIOLLYHOCA Ha
noctasku HedTH 1 rasa, AsepbaiifKaH He Bcerga 3aHUMmasncs
nocnesoBaTe/IbHbIM Pa3BUTMEM rOpPOAOB. B To Bpema Kak
CTPEMUTENbHbI SKOHOMUYECKUIA POCT CNOCOBCTBYET pacluMpeHmnto
CTPOUTENbHOrO CekTopa, 60/bLasA YacTb CyLLeCTBYIOLEro
HKUNULLHOTO GOHAA M KOMMYHA/IbHOM MHOPACTPYKTYPbl CTPaHbI
ycTapesia u HaxoAuMTcA B Npo6AeMHOM COCTOAHUM.

CTpaHa CTo/IKHyNacb ¢ pAaom npobiem, cpeam KOTopbIX OTCYTCTBME
[OOCTYMHOTO Wb, BKAOYAA COLMaabHOE; HeleraibHoe
CTPOUTENLCTBO; MAOXME KUWLLHbIE YCI0BUA B HEKOTOPbIX
FOPOACKMX U CEIbCKUX PalioHax U He oTBevatoLme TpeboBaHUAM
PEMOHT 1 3KCM/IyaTaLmsa MHOFOKBAPTUPHbIX XKUAbIX 34aHWI. ITK
AB/IEHWA CBA3AHbI C YBEIMYMBAOLLMMUCA B FEOMETPUYECKOM
MPOrpeccMm POCKOLWHbLIMM 34aHMAMMU B LeHTPe CToNMLbI, BaKy,
NOCTPOEHHbIMM 6€3 KaKoro-1Mbo A0ATOCPOYHOrO NAaHa uan
CTpaTernu TeppUTOPUaNbHO-NPOCTPAHCTBEHHOTO NAAHUPOBaAHMA.

Tem He MeHee, B HacTosLLEe BPeMA NpUIaratoTcs YyCUama no
pauMoHanbHOMY NpeobpasoBaHMI0 NPOCTPAHCTBEHHOIO NPUPOCTa U
NOBbILEHMIO KayecTBa U 6e3onacHoCTM 34aHKMi. Hanpumep,
AsepbangyKaH y4acTByeT B LLe/IOM psZe NIaHOB 3acTpoek. Kpome
Toro, 06HOB/IAKOTCA 3aKOHbI, CBA3aHHbIE C NaHMPOBKOMN ropoaos,
CTPOUTENBbCTBOM, U KUJIbEM; COBEPLUEHCTBYIOTCA NpoLeaypbl,
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rapaHTMpytoLLMe KauyecTBo M 6@30MacHOCTb CTPOMTENbCTBA;
OCYLLECTBAAETCA NOAAEPKKA FAPMOHUYHOMY PErMoHabHOMY
pa3BUTUIO; U fopabaTbiBaeTCA CUCTEMA PeecTpa COBPeMEHHOM
HeABUNKMMOCTH.

B noafep:kKy aTUX mep, npasuTenbcteo AsepbaiigkaHa obpaTmaoch
K EBpOneicKoi aKoOHOMUYECKoi Komuccumn OpraHmsaumm
O6beanHeHHbIx Hauuin (E9K OOH) yepe3 KoMUTET MO KUAULLHOMY
X03AMCTBY M 3eM1€MN01b30BaHMI0 C NPocb60oit NpoBecTM
HaUMOHabHbIM 0630p XKuanwHoro cektopa. O63op
npoaHaM3npyeT TEKyLLME TEHAEHUMM U BHECET PEKOMEHAALMUN 1
NPeaNOoXKEHUA NO YAYYLLEHWUIO FOPOACKOrO NIaHUPOBAHMUA U
MKUJTULLHBIX YC/TOBUIA B CTPAHE.

Kak 1 B gpyrux cTpaHax, MMPOBOI GUHAHCOBBIN KPU3UC CKa3asca Ha
pbIHKe HeABUKMMOCTU B A3epbaitaskaHe, orpaHUumB AOCTYN K
aNbTEPHATUBHbBIM MHBECTULMOHHbBIM CXEMaM U MexaHM3Mam
YCTOMYMBOro pUHAHCMPOBaHMA. AHANN3 U PEKOMEHAAUMNN B
HauuoHanbHOM 0630pe ByAyT Tak:Ke Hanpas/ieHbl Ha onpeaesexHne
cuctem GUHAHCUPOBAHUA, COOTBETCTBYHOLLMX MPEAYyCMOTPEHHOM
rocyapCcTBOM MNOTEYHOM Nporpamme, KOTOPas CO34acT Takue
YCNOBUA ANA UMOTEYHOTO PbIHKA, KOTOPbIE MO3BO/IAT CEMbAM CO
CpeaHUM 4OXO40M BbIKYNUTb 40Ma.

[na cocTaBneHna HauMoHanbHOro 0630pa KUAULLHOIO CEKTOpA
AsepbaigykaHa mexayHapoaHble 3KcrnepTbl nposenn co 2 no 10
Mas pAg BCTPEY U MHTEPBbIO C OTOBPAHHbLIMKU CNeunanncTamm n
npodeccmoHanamm U3 COOTBETCTBYHOLMX MUHUCTEPCTB U
rocyAapCTBEHHbIX areHTCTB, @ TaKXKe C OpPraHmn3aLmamm
MeXAYyHapOAHOro U MeCTHOIo 3HaYeHUA, MECTHbIMM BAACTAMM U
3aCTPOMLLMKAMM. ITO YETbIPHAALATLIA HALMOHAbHbIW CEKTOP,
cocTaBneHHblt EDK OOH, cneaytowmii 3a 063opamu Kbiprbi3ctaHa
(2008) 1 benapycu (2008), ny6anKaLmMm KOTOpbIX ByAyT AOCTYMNHbI B
CKOpOM BpemeHu, 1 Mpysun (2007). HaumoHanbHbIM 0630p
AsepbaingykaHa byaet onyb6anKkoBaH B 6anxKallume mecaAupl.

YT106b1 60/1bLLE Y3HATL O HALMOHANbHbIX 0630paXx KUANLLHOTO
CeKTopa, NOMKaNyicTa, 3anauTe No CeayloLel CCbiKe:
http://www.unece.org/hlm/prgm/cph/welcome.html

[Ona pononHutenbHoh MHGopmaumm no KuauwHon nporpamme E3K
OOH, noxanyicTa, CBAXKUTECH C

MNaonoit Oepnoi

CeKkpeTapem KOMUTETA MO KUINLLHOMY X03AUCTBY U
3eMNENO0b30BAHNIO

Cekpetapmat ESK OOH

Ten: +41(0)22 917 2553

E-mail: paola.deda@unece.org

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WORKING FOR
ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOMES, by Katerina
Bezgachina

Ms. KATERINA BEZGACHINA
IS THE PR & MEDIA
MANAGER OF HABITAT FOR
HUMANITY
INTERNATIONAL, EUROPE
AND CENTRAL ASIA.

During communism no one in Eastern and Central Europe worried
about electricity and gas, as supplies were plenty and cheap, usually
subsidized by the government. Since then things have changed, and

after the transition to a free market people were forced to pay
enormous sums for their energy bills. And it’s not just the costs—
traditional energy supplies are quickly drying up and their delivery is
unreliable. In Central and Eastern Europe, this winter was bitter and
gloomy as gas supplies from Russia were cut off because of the
political row between Moscow and Kyiv. Bulgaria and Slovakia
suffered the most, in rural areas families were left without gas to
heat homes or prepare food. This brought energy efficiency on top
of the agenda.

To alleviate the burden, Habitat for Humanity, a global NGO
dedicated to eliminating poverty hosing, has launched programs for
energy-efficient renovations in Europe—currently in eastern
Slovakia, Bulgaria and in the west of Ukraine. The need to reduce
heating bills is essential for low-income families partnering with
Habitat for Humanity. With such home improvements as insulated
doors, windows and flooring, families can cut energy expenses and
greater their savings. In Slovakia, Habitat for Humanity has been
offering low-income families affordable loans for installing double-
glazed windows, new plastic doors and overhauling roofs. To date,
44 such loans have been distributed.

A renovated home and a window of a home in Slovakia.

However, the broader question lingers, how to keep homes warm
with limited resources? The task is not impossible. Almost a decade
ago engineers came up with the “passive house technology” —a
building that does not require active heating or cooling systems. Its
layout, structure and all the materials used for the construction are
designed to retain heat and fresh air, adjusting to the outside
temperature. Studies have proved that “passive houses” consume
10 times less energy than conventional modern buildings.

In Bulgaria, Habitat for Humanity is trying to adapt this technology
to local needs in 12 new homes to be built in Kostinbrod, a vibrant
small town near Sofia. The innovative project is scheduled to start
next year. Environment-friendly and energy-efficient technologies
will be implemented throughout its construction.

Apartments in the building will be between 60-70 square meters.
The house will feature a common heating system with thermal
pumps and solar panels. Special insulation from polystyrene will be
installed. The heating system will consist of two solar panels of 160
square meters each. One of them will be used primarily for heating
the air system and the second for water heating. In cold weather
there will be a possibility to use additional gas heating.

Most of the work, in line with the Habitat model, will be completed
with volunteer labor. Throughout the construction, only local or
recycled materials will be used, thus significantly reducing
construction costs. At the same time, this will create additional job
opportunities for local people and ensure that resources stay and
circulate within the region.
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Future homeowners will be selected based on the need; the
assessment will be performed by local committees. Families will
receive affordable no-profit loans that they will repay into a
revolving fund from which further construction in the community
will be funded. New houses will be offered to families in three
different ways: direct sell with down payment and Habitat for
Humanity loan, rent-to-buy method for university students or young
families and social rent for low-income families.

Another attempt by Habitat for Humanity to improve homes’ energy
efficiency is the project in the town Stara Zagora, Bulgaria, where it
will renovate three condominiums, 48 apartments each. The Soviet
era apartment blocks, build in 1970s and never renovated, are
plagued by poor heat insulation, leakages and problems with roofs
and exteriors. In partnership with the municipal authorities and local
NGOs, Habitat for Humanity is aiming to renovate these buildings
and improve their energy efficiency. Since insulation is crucial for
that, the work will be carried out mostly in that direction.

At the same time, Habitat for Humanity wants to play an active role
in developing effective municipal strategies to tackle such housing
renovations. In carrying out this work, it is important to pay special
attention to the low-income families residing in condominiums and
involve them in the process of sanitation of the buildings. The best
solution for such families is to join homeowner’s join associations,
those can be later responsible for common home improvements. As
part of the project in Stara Zagora, Habitat for Humanity will use its
expertise in community involvement to train managers and
coordinators for such associations of homeowners.

MINORITIES AND THEIR ACCESS TO LAND - THE
CASE FOR ROMA, by Theodoros Alexandridis

Mr. THEODOROS
ALEXANDRIDIS IS A LEGAL
CONSULTANT AT THE
EUROPEAN ROMA RIGHTS
CENTRE (ERRC).

Although precise figures are not available, the total Roma
population in Europe is somewhere between seven million and ten
million members, making Roma the largest European minority.
Approximately 70% of the Roma in Europe live in the Central and
Eastern Europe countries and those of the former Soviet Union.
Notably, only a very small minority of the Roma population is truly
nomadic today in Europe. In terms of integration in the local
societies, one can discern Roma communities that have almost
totally integrated (if not assimilated) into their local societies

(without this meaning however that they do not face discrimination)
and those that live in the margins of their societies.

Many Roma throughout Europe live in substandard housing or
extremely substandard housing, often in segregated urban ghettos
characterized by:

e uncertainty over the ownership of the land on which
settlements are placed;

e lack of security of tenure (that often leads to forced evictions);

e lack of or inadequate access to public services such as sewerage,
electricity, lighting and drinking water systems, waste removal
systems, heating, and transport services;

e lack of, or inaccessibility to social services such as schooling,
postal services, healthcare, and other urban facilities;

e overcrowding;

e prevalent disease and/or threat of epidemic;

e exposure to violent police raids and other arbitrary intrusions;

e segregation from other communities.

It should be noted Roma in different countries face different
problems to different degrees. This should be born in mind when
drafting and implementing housing policies for Roma.

The international framework

Recent years have witnessed a veritable “surge” in the drafting of
“soft law” texts that address many of the issues that are raised in
circumstances like the ones recounted above. All of them appear to
be directly or indirectly inspired from Article 11 (1) of the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR) and particularly the Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights’ General Comments 4 and 7. One theme of these two
comments that is of seminal importance is the Committee’s
dissociation of the need for protection from eviction from the legal
status of tenure.
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This theme, together with others raised in the two General
Comments, is repeated in practically all the various texts concerning
the right to housing in general as well as of the Roma in particular.
Such texts include the recent Report of the Special Rapporteur on
adequate housing as a component of the right to an adequate
standard of living, (which includes the “Basic principles and
guidelines on development-based evictions and displacement”), the
earlier Decision No 566 Action Plan on Improving the Situation of
Roma/Sinti within the OSCE Area, as well as Recommendation
Rec(2004)14 of the Committee of Ministers to member states on the
movement and encampment of Travellers in Europe and
Recommendation Rec(2005)4 of the Committee of Ministers to
member states on improving the housing conditions of Roma and
Travellers in Europe.

Another instrument that the ERRC has sought to take advantage of
is the European Social Charter / Revised European Social Charter.
There have been two main reasons for doing so: firstly, the legal
orders of European states tend to be more familiar with the Social
Charter and its provisions and secondly, the Charter provides (for
the states that have recognised it) for a procedure of collective
complaints that is better suited to highlight and addressing systemic
problems such as the Roma’s access to housing.

Towards a justifiable right to housing?

Extremely useful as they might be, the main problem with all these
instruments is that they lack “biting” strength. The ERRC routinely
refers to them in its submissions both before domestic and
international courts yet it is almost exclusively the latter that assign
a particular importance to them while domestic courts and
authorities tend to ignore them.

WHAT’S NEW:

AT THE SECRETARIAT: OUR NEW INTERNS and CONSULTANTS

Cecilia Serin, a French national, has been
working for UNECE since February 2009 as
an intern and since May 2009 as a
consultant for “Climate Neutral Cities”. Her
main tasks as a consultant involve assisting
with the organization of the “Climate
Neutral Cities” workshop to be held in the
Palais des Nations on 23 September and
with the background research for the preparation of the related
paper.

Cecilia recently graduated from an MSc in Development
Management from the London School of Economics and Political
Science. Prior to her studies Cecilia worked in Norway to support
the administration of a private company producing emergency food
and food for malnourished people and interned in Indonesia after
the Tsunami for a local NGO focusing on community development in
rural areas.

She can be contacted by email at: Cecilia.Serin@unece.org

Polina Leontovich, a Russian national, has
been doing an internship in the UNECE since
April 2009. She has been assisting in the
preparation of the 6th session of the Working
Party on Land Administration and 70th session
of the Committee on Housing and Land
Management to be held in June and
September 2009, respectively.

Polina received a Bachelor's Degree in American Studies/German
and a Master's Degree in Language Education at the Volgograd State
Pedagogical University in Russia. She will complete her Master's
Degree in International Affairs at the Andrassy German-speaking
University in Budapest after the internship.

Oleg Golubchikov is a Consultant
for the UNECE working with the
Committee on Housing and Land
Management and particularly
advising the Committee on its
programme on energy efficiency in
housing. He has recently worked
with the Committee to organise the

. First UNECE Workshop on Energy
Efficiency in Housing and prepared a background paper entitled
“Towards energy efficient housing: prospects for UNECE Member
States”.

Oleg has MSc degrees in Environmental Geography (Moscow State
University) and Land Management (Royal Institute of Technology in
Stockholm) and a PhD in Human Geography (University of Oxford).
He is currently Research Fellow at the School of Geography and the
Environment of the University of Oxford. His professional interests
and publications relate to urban development, spatial planning,
housing policy, as well as the relationships between climate change
and energy policies. He has recently had visiting posts at the United
Nations University’s World Institute for Development Economics
Research (UNU-WIDER), Royal Institute of Technology in Sweden
(KTH) and University College London (UCL). Oleg also has an
established consulting expertise, including in his capacity as
Founding Director of the Centre for Assistance in Sustainable
Development. He has been advising international organisations,
governments and businesses on aspects of local economic
development, environmental and energy policies.

Oleg can be contacted by email at: oleg.golubchikov@ouce.ox.ac.uk

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

TOWARDS AND ACTION PLAN FOR ENERGY
EFFICIENCY IN HOUSING // Ha nyTH K nU1IaHy
AelicTBUI 110 9HepPro3PpPeKTUBHOMY KUJIBIO

The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in
cooperation with the City of Vienna and CECODHAS (the European
Liaison Committee for Social Housing) is organizing a Second
Workshop on Energy Efficiency in Housing , to take place in Vienna,
on 23 -25 November 2009.

The workshop will focus on institutional, legal, policy, technological,
public awareness, financial and other measures and solutions to
enhance energy efficiency in housing.

Presentations at the workshop should focus on one or more
solutions and measures adopted in one or more of the UNECE
countries, thoroughly explain strengths and weaknesses of the
adopted measure(s), the measure(s)’ potential for reliability, and
their sustainability.

The workshop will be addressed to national and local authorities,
practitioners, relevant NGOs and the private sector. Please note that
the results of the workshop and the related measures presented,
will feed into and contribute to the development of the Action Plan
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for Energy Efficient Housing to be developed under the UNECE. The
workshop’s languages are English, Russian and German.

Should you be interested in presenting at the workshop, kindly send
a 500 word description of your presentation to via the workshop’s
website (http://www.energy-housing.net/en/callforpapers.htm) no
later than 15 July 2009. The Secretariat will contact selected
speakers by 31 August 2009.

To learn more about the workshop, please note that background
information and information for participants will be regularly
updated on the workshop’s website at:

www.energy-housing.net

// EBponeiickan skoHomMMYecKaa komuccua OpraHusaumm
O6beanHeHHbIx Haumii (ESK OOH) B coTpyaHUYecTBe C ropogom
BeHa n CECODHAS (EBponeicknum KOMUTETOM MO COTPYAHUYECTBY B
06/1aCTV COLLMANbHOTO ¥KWUNbs) OpraHn3yeT BTopoe pabouee
coBeLLaHne No 3HeproapPeKTUBHOCTU KUAULLHOTO CEKTOPA,
KoTopoe cocTouTcA B BeHe 23-25 Hosbps 2009.

Pabouee coBelaHne 6yaeT NOCBAWEHO MHCTUTYLMOHA/IbHBIM,
NpPaBOBbIM, MOJIMTUYECKMUM, TEXHONOTUYECKUM, MHPOPMUPYOLLUM
06LW,EeCTBEHHOCTb, PUHAHCOBBLIM U APYTMM MEPAM U PELUeHUAM,
HanpasseHHbIM Ha NoBblweHne 3PPEeKTUBHOCTM UCNOb30BAHUSA
3HEPTUUN B XKUIULLHOM CeKTope

[oknagpbl Ha paboyem coBeLLaHUmM A0/KHbI 6bITb MOCBALLEHDI
ogHOMY UK 6onee peLleHnam U mepam, NPUHATbLIX B O4HOMN UK
HecKobKux cTpaHax E9K OOH, noapobHO 06BbACHATL CUAbHbIE U
cnabble CTOPOHbI MPUHATBIX MEP, NOTEHLMAN UX NOC/IEAYIOLEro
NMPUMEHEHMA U UX YCTOMYNBOCTb

Pabouee coBellaHue byaeT aApecoBaHO HALMOHANbHbIM U
MeCTHbIM OpraHam B/1aCTK, CNeLMaancTam-npakTuKam,
06LEeCTBEHHbIM OPraHMU3aLMAM AaHHOTo NPodUAA U YaCTHOMY
cekTopy. Moxanyicra, obpaTUTe BHUMAHWE Ha TO, YTO Pe3ybTaTbl
pabouero coBeLlaHNA U COOTBETCTBYIOLLMX NPEACTaBAEHHbIX Mep
6yayT yuTeHbl U NPUHATLI BO BHUMaHWe Npu cocTasneHnn MNnaxa
AeNCTBUI NO 3HeProadPeKTUBHOMY KUbIO, KOTOPLIN byaeT
pa3paboTaH noa pykosoacteom E3K OOH. fA3bikamu paboyero
coBeLLaHnA ByayT aHTINACKUIA, PYCCKUIA U HEMELLKMIA.

Ecnu 6b1 Bbl xoTenun caenatb fokaa Ha paboyem cosellaHuu,
noxanyicra, npuwnute onncaHune Bawew peun gavHon 8 500 cnos
yepes Beb-caiT pabouero cosewanus (http://www.energy-
housing.net/en/callforpapers.htm) He nosgHee 15 uions 2009 roaa.
CoTPYAHWUKM CeKpeTapumaTa CBAXKYTCA C BbIGpaHHbIMU
[oKnagunkamm go 31 asrycta 2009 roaa.

Ecnu Bac nHTepecyeT 6onee nogpobHan nHbopmaumsa o paboyem
COBELLAHWNM, NO¥KANYNCTa, NPUMUTE K CBEAEHUIO, YTO CMIPaBOYHAsA
nHobopmauma 1 MHGopMaLUa AN YYaCTHUKOB ByayT perynsapHo
06HOB/ATLCA HA CaiTe paboyero coBelLlaHuA:

www.energy-housing.net

LAUNCH OF “SELF-MADE CITIES”: IN SEARCH OF
SUSTAINABLE SOLUTIONS FOR INFORMAL
SETTLEMENTS IN THE UNITED NATIONS
ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE REGION

On 19 June, UNECE will be launching a book entitled “Self Made
Cities”. This book describes
how more than 50 million
people in the UNECE region
have come to live in informal
settlements and examines the
main characteristics of the
informal settlements
phenomenon. It also provides
policy recommendations
based on case studies and
initiatives implemented in the
region, with varying degrees

: . of success. It concludes that
SELF-MADE CITIES there is no “one-size-fits-all”

Informal settlements

e T e e raatas solution, as informal
@ settlements are the product of
complex socio-political
processes that differ significantly from country to country, and from
region to region. The book is in English.

The Russian version would follow shortly.

If you wish to receive a copy of the book, send an email to Paola
Deda or come pick it up in her office, 413 at the Palais des Nations,
Geneva: paola.deda@unece.org

Inputs to this newsletter are coordinated by
Ms. Cecilia Batac.

Contact her at Cecilia.Batac@unece.org.

Disclaimer: This is not a UN official publication. This newsletter is distributed only electronically to CHLM and WPLA members and interested individuals and
organizations wishing to receive information on the work on housing and land management. The views expressed in this newsletter are those of the authors of

the articles and do not necessarily reflect the official position of the United Nations.
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