Project:
Building public capacity in EECCA countries in creating and using PRTR as an instrument to provide information on pollutant release and transfers

Executive organizations: 

· Environmental News Agency “Greenwomen” (Kazakhstan) 

            Lydia Astanina

            greenwomen@nursat.kz
            http://www.greenwomen.freenet.kz
· “Eco-Accord” Sustainable Development Center (Russia)

Olga Speranskaya 

            speransk2004@mail.ru
            http://accord.cis.lead.org
Time frame: 6 months 

Total budget: 7900 EUR
Problems this project proposal is specifically expected to address:

The Republic of Kazakhstan was the first country of the Central Asian region to sign the Aarhus Convention. At the moment, Russia is taking all the necessary measures to ratify the Convention.

Unfortunately, though many countries of the EECCA region have actively participated in developing the Protocol on PRTRs under the Aarhus Convention, only Armenia, Georgia, Tajikistan, Ukraine and Moldova have signed the Protocol in 2003.      

Taking into account weak public awareness of the importance to create PRTR as a mechanism to raise awareness on pollutant release and transfers, it is necessary:

· to actively disseminate information on the experience of different countries and organizations in developing and applying PRTRs

· to demonstrate the importance of the Protocol to the Aarhus Convention

· to inform the public on existing mechanisms of public participation in creating PRTRs on the national level

· to make use of the information contained in the Registers in order to improve the state of the environment and  to reduce the negative impact of chemical pollution on public health.

Thereupon the Virtual Classroom on PRTR, created by UNITAR may contribute to achieving the abovementioned tasks. Public participation in online conferences is insufficient (particularly in EECCA countries). It is therefore important:

· to initiate new ideas for online discussions in the Virtual Classroom

· to prepare materials about positive international experience with  public participation in promoting the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers

· to disseminate information on practical results in applying PRTRs

· to involve experts for effective functioning of the Virtual Classroom.

Taking into consideration that English represents a real barrier in EECCA countries to perceive information, it is necessary to focus attention on working in the Virtual Classroom in Russian.

The objective of the project:

To encourage EECCA countries to join the Protocol on PRTR at the Second Meeting of The Parties to the Aarhus Convention (Almaty, Kazakhstan, May 2005)
Goals of the project:

To build public capacity in Kazakhstan and other EECCA countries in using PRTR as an instrument to provide information on pollutant release and transfers
Planned activities:
1. One-day training for NGOs of Kazakhstan on how to use  the Virtual Classroom on PRTR as a source  of information 

The one-day training will be organized in order to present the UNITAR’s Virtual Classroom and to demonstrate the objectives of the online conference on the Protocol on PRTRs for public organizations of Kazakhstan.

During the training an evaluation of NGO capacity in Kazakhstan will be carried out in   

the following fields:

· participating in creating national PRTRs

· making use of the information contained in the PRTR in order to improve the state of the environment and public health 

· improving cooperation with decision-makers, businessmen and scientific circles in order to collect information relating to pollution

· disseminating information about the Virtual Classroom among interested groups of the public in the EECCA region

· providing information  to be included in corresponding sections of the Virtual classroom 

· disseminating guiding principals on the Protocol on PRTR, developed by UNITAR

· contributing to ratification of the Protocol on PRTR in the Republic of Kazakhstan

The recommendations will be worked out by NGOs of Kazakhstan on basis of the results of the training. These recommendations will be oriented to accelerate the process of joining the Protocol on PRTRs in Kazakhstan and will be announced at the Second Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention.
Budget:

Travel expenses, accommodation, meals (14 participants) – 1600 EUR

Conference room rent – 100 EUR

Office supplies – 100 EUR

Organizational expenses - 200 EUR

Total: 2000 EUR

2. Disseminating information on the Virtual Classroom on PRTRs

· preparing and providing materials to be included in the corresponding sections of the Virtual Classroom in Russian

· announcing materials, presented in the Virtual Classroom among interested groups, including the public at large of the EECCA countries

· online discussions on evaluation of materials (about creation of PRTRs in EECCA countries) in the Virtual Classroom 

Budget:

Salaries:

Editor-in-chief (600 EUR per month) – 3600 EUR (including taxes) 

Experts (2 experts) – 1200 EUR (including taxes)

Translation of the materials from English into Russian (10 EUR per 1700 signs) - 500 EUR

Communication costs (telephone, internet) – 500 EUR

Preparation of final documents on the results of the online discussions – 100 EUR

Total: 5900

Total Budget: 7900 EUR

