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Decision V1/8i
Compliance by Slovakia with its obligations under
the Convention

Adopted by the Meeting of Parties to the Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to
Justice in Environmental Matters at its sixth session

The Meeting of the Parties,

Acting under paragraph 37 of the annex to its decision 1/7 on the review of
compliance,!

Taking note of the findings of the Compliance Committee under the Convention on
Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in
Environmental Matters on communication ACCC/C/2013/892 concerning compliance by
Slovakia in connection with public participation in decision-making and access to justice
with respect to an extension to the Mochovce nuclear power plant, including paragraphs 74
and 75 thereof,

Encouraged by the willingness of Slovakia to discuss in a constructive manner with
the Committee the compliance issues in question,

1. Endorses the finding of the Committee that in the context of a decision-
making procedure subject to article 6 of the Convention, and with respect to requests for
information under article 4 generally, the Party concerned has failed to comply with article
4, paragraph 4, and also article 6, paragraph 6, in conjunction with article 4, paragraph 4, of
the Convention:

() By adopting an approach in the Directive on Sensitive Information whereby
whole categories of nuclear-related environmental information are unconditionally declared
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as confidential and for which (contrary to the general legal regulation in the Freedom of
Information Act) no release is possible;

(b)  For failing to require that any grounds for refusal are interpreted in a
restrictive way, taking into account the public interest served by disclosure and whether the
information relates to emissions into the environment;

2. Recommends that the Party concerned take the necessary legislative,
regulatory and administrative measures and practical arrangements to ensure that when
providing access to nuclear-related information within the scope of article 2, paragraph 3,
of the Convention, any grounds for refusal under article 4, paragraph 4, of the Convention
are interpreted in a restrictive way and taking into account the public interest served by
disclosure and whether the information requested relates to emissions into the environment;

3. Requests the Party concerned:

(@  To submit to the Committee detailed progress reports on 1 October 2018,
1 October 2019 and 1 October 2020 on the measures taken and the results achieved in the
implementation of the above recommendations;

(b)  To provide such further information as the Committee may request in order
to assist it to review the progress of the Party concerned in implementing the above
recommendations;

(c)  To participate (either in person or by audio conference) in the meetings of the
Committee at which the progress of the Party concerned in implementing the above
recommendations is to be considered;

4, Undertakes to review the situation at its seventh session.




