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with decision 1V/9c of the M eeting of the Parties

The Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centre was created purst@anthe Memorandum of
understanding on the creation and developmentrefii@nal Aarhus Centre, signed by the Ministry
of Environmental Protection of the Republic of Klezstan, the Environmental Forum of Non-
governmental Organisations of the Republic of Khz#n, the Astana OSCE Centre and the
Akimat (local government) of Atyra@blast on 21 September 2009.

The mission of the Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centreigriplement the Aarhus Convention
within the Zhaik-Caspian basin.

The Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centre acts as a link@cimy central and local state authorities
to civil society organisations in the field of eronmental policy and its application within the
Zhaik-Caspian basin.

The Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centre encourages codperdietween the environmental
organisations of the Zhaik-Caspian basin and tpefential partners among national, foreign and
international NGOs and acts as a platform for djaoand collaboration between environmental
NGOs.

The Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centre is governed b8ufgervisory Board, whose membership
includes representatives of the Ministry of Envirental Protection of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
the Astana OSCE Centre, the Environmental ForumNoh-governmental Organisations and
representatives afblast-level akimats and NGOs from the Atyrau, Mangistau and the Waster
Kazakhstaroblasts of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

In line with its strategic plan of work, the Zhdikaspian Aarhus Centre focuses its activity
on the following areas:

- improving access to environmental information;

- improving participation by the parties concernedetting the budget for environmental
matters;

- strengthening participation by the parties conedrin discussing the environmental
protection programmes of natural resource users;

- strengthening participation by the parties conedrin decision-making on specific types
of activity;

- carrying out information campaigns on accessi$tige;

- raising environmental awareness among young peopl

- developing the expertise of NGOs and environadezxperts.



The Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centre continually caroesactivities to raise awareness of the issues
around access to justice among state environmegticies, the environmental prosecution, the
judiciary, deputies fronoblast and citymaslikhats (local representative bodies) and the public.

We participated in the Round Table organised byMimastry of Environmental Protection
jointly with the National Aarhus Centre of the Rbpa of Kazakhstan and the Astana OSCE
Centre held in Astana on 13 December 2011 by makipgesentation about our work.

In the context of implementation of decision IV/6n Kazakhstan of the Meeting of the
Parties, the Zhaik-Caspian Aarhus Centre organeedexamination of the analysis of the
compliance of environmental and civil proceduraiséation of the Republic of Kazakhstan with
the Aarhus Convention with respect to access tbocpignd of the analysis of judicial decisions
taken from 2008-2011 on disputes concerning acdesenvironmental information, public
participation in decision-making and access tagesn environmental matters.

For this purpose, a round table entitled “Accesslustice” was held jointly with the
judiciary of the AtyrauOblast and NGO representatives in December 2011. Thisddable
examined the above-mentioned analyses and discaessgeration between the judiciary and the
public on access to justice. It was decided to hmldound table in 2012 that would issue
recommendations on improvements in this area.

As a follow-up, a round table entitled “Access tstjce: opportunities and problems” was
held in April 2012 with the support of the Ministo§ Environmental Protection, the Environmental
Forum of Non-governmental Organisations, the Ast@®CE Centre and the judiciary of the
Atyrau and Western Kazakhstabblasts. Participants included representatives of tidast
akhimat, state environmental agencies, the environmemtsegution, the judiciary, deputies from
the oblast and city maslikhats, the public and the media. The following recomnsadiwhs were
issued as a result of the round table (enclosurecbmmendations, enclosure 2: list).

In April 2012, a regional seminar entitled “Mechami and forms of public participation in
environmental decision-making” was held in the ciy Atyrau and a seminar entitled
“Strengthening public participation in environmdntiecision-making” was held in the city of
Uralsk, with the support of all parties to the Mearedum.

Kazakhstan’s compliance with the Aarhus Convensisnmegards access to justice was also
examined at these events, and suggestions were onaideproving legislation in order to bring it
into line with the Aarhus Convention.

Handbooks on public access to decision-making werduced as a result of the seminars.

We are currently planning a seminar on accessdiicgisupported by the Supreme Court
and the Ministry of Environmental Protection.

The Centre carried out these activities with thepsut of the Astana OSCE Centre, contact:

Aiman Smagulova, tel. +7 7019108871, email aimaagrova@osce.org.

Yours respectfully,
Director
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