
COMMUNICATION TO THE AARHUS CONVENTION’S 
COMPLIANCE COMMITTEE – (ACCC/C/2010/61)
ADDENDUM TO RESPONSE TO ANSWERS FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM DATED 1 OCTOBER 2012 REGARDING APPLICATION (ACCC/C/2010/61) 

Regarding the response letter dated 1 October 2012 from DEFRA, the Communicant makes the following further observations by way of Response thereto.

1) Please provide information on how the requirements of article 6 of the Convention were met, and in particular the requirement of article 6, paragraph 2, but submitting to the committee a sample of a public notice 

1. The Communicant would add that it isn’t reasonable to expect members of the public to know the intricacies of “Erskine May” which is the procedural guidance for proceedings before the House of Commons in the UK.

2. Any adverts that were produced would be expected to draw to the public’s attention the right to lodge petitions and also to refer to specific instances of planning issues, especially where demolition and rebuilding was concerned, such as has occurred at Tottenham Court Road, and to make it plain that members of the public had the right to petition Parliament concerning any of these instances.

3. In addition, it should have been made plain that the normal planning procedures with the local authorities concerned were being disabled in the Bill, so that members of the public would then be able to know that the right to present a petition was their only opportunity to object to any particular planning matter that was proposed along the route of cross rail.

4. This was most important, as it is highly unusual for the normal planning process to be disabled in this way along with the right of any member of the public to lodge objections to the local authority under the established procedures.

5. As the Communicant hasn’t seen any of the adverts that DEFRA has referred to, he is unable to comment further about their content, but reserves the right to do so if copies are supplied.

Signed

Mr. Terence Ewing 

Secretary to the Aarhus Convention
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

Environment and Human Settlement Division

Room 332, Palais des Nations

CH-1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland

Dated 18 October 2012
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