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	GRAMPIAN AREA
	Wynne Edwards House

16/17 Rubislaw Terrace

Aberdeen

AB10 1XE

Telephone: 01224 642863

Fax: 01224 635020





Shirley Henderson





5 October 2007

Environmental Co-ordinator

Jacobs UK Ltd.





Our ref. CNS/TR/AWPR

27 Abercromby Place

EDINBURGH

EH3 6QE 

Dear Shirley

ABERDEEN WESTERN PERIPHERAL ROUTE (AWPR)

RIVER DEE CROSSING APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT – CUMULATIVE AND IN- COMBINATION EFFECTS

Thank you for your letter of 14 September 2007 regarding the AWPR appropriate assessment for the River Dee crossing.

SNH supports the proposed approach to identifying projects or developments which may potentially impact on the conservation objectives of the River Dee SAC and agrees with the criteria suggested in your letter.  Potential impacts will have to be considered separately for otter, salmon and freshwater pearl mussel interests.

In terms of the area of search it is difficult to be specific as this will vary according to the different criteria.  For example we would recommend that where water quality is concerned then any major development in the catchment should be considered.  However, we believe that SEPA are in a better position to advise on potential impacts on water quality and modifications to physical habitats and we suggest  that you follow SEPA’s advice and recommendations on the proposed area of search for cumulative and in-combination effects.  SEPA will also have access to information on proposed projects in the area through their licensing systems.

Please do not hesitate to contact either Erica Knott or myself if you wish to discuss this issue in more detail.

Yours sincerely

FIONA MUTCH

Area Officer

City of Aberdeen & Aberdeenshire Central

Working with the people of Scotland to care for our natural heritage
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