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To:
Helen Doherty, Dunoon


Sue Scroggins, Stirling

Graeme Heenan, Stirling 

Jessica Bromley, Bowmore

Ben Ross, Clydebank


Angus Blair, Clydebank

Graeme Dalby, Dumfries


Donald Kennedy, Dumfries


Eleanor Stafford, Cupar

Denise Reed, Battleby




Sandra Penman, Battleby

Maggie Wilkinson, Aberdeen




Peter Wortham, Dingwall


Brian Eardley, Fort William


Terry Keatinge, Golspie


Jonathan Swale, Lerwick


Mark MacDonald, Stornoway


Catriona Reid, Aberdeen

Sarah Smyth, Dingwall

Jenny Rees, Fort William

Simon Foster, Golspie

Ann Johnson, Lerwick

From:
Rob Raynor

cc:
Ian Bray


Zeshan Akhter


Chris Sydes
Date:
22 April 2005

Subject:
Otter SCM - Reporting
Some of you have been enquiring about progress with the National Otter Survey and the provision of data for SCM reporting.  This memo is intended to provide an update on progress and some initial guidance on completing condition monitoring forms for the 44 SAC  where otters are a qualifying feature, plus one SSSI where otters are part of the notified interest.

The 4th National Otter Survey was undertaken during 2003 and 2004 and combined SCM monitoring on the 45 SAC/SSSI with extensive survey in the wider countryside.  The contractor has submitted a first draft report and is now working on a second draft.  A copy of this first draft is attached, but note that more work is required on this report, so please do not distribute this version further.  The contractor has also supplied the detailed survey data for some of the SAC/SSSI in the form of 2 spreadsheets.  I am anticipating receipt of the survey data for the remaining sites in the very near future.  Once I have all of this information I will forward the relevant sections to each of you.  The draft report includes a summary report on the condition of each SAC/SSSI, which should be sufficient to complete much of the Site Attribute Table (SAT), although some fields in the SAT will require access to the detailed dataset.  To help with this process, I have completed, in consultation with DASU staff, an example SAT for Loch nam Madadh SAC in the Western Isles.  We suggest that you follow this approach for the sites in your Area.  Some explanation of this example SAT may be helpful:

1. The information in columns 2-6 of the SAT should not be changed (except the 4th column with respect to Loch an Duin SSSI only).

2. The ‘Prescription’ column refers to the information source, i.e how the information was collected.  More information on data sources in this column can be found in the the JNCC Common Standards Monitoring terrestrial mammals guidance, but note that we have been asked not to simply replicate all of the prescriptions given in that guidance, but to state specifically how the information was actually obtained during this survey.

3. Two references are given in the ‘Prescription’ column, the top one is not widely available yet, although I am hoping to obtain an e-copy for distribution to you ASAP.  If you are in any doubt about what to say with respect to pollutants/contaminants etc, let me know.  Note that contaminant information is only available on a very broad (regional) scale, hence the rather generic comment on contaminants given here in the sample SAT.  This comment can also be quoted for any site in N or NW Scotland, with the exception of Shetland.  The second reference should be left in that field for all coastal sites, or included in the next field down if the site comprises a freshwater/inland water body (i.e it is a standard reference that applies to all sites surveyed).

4. In the column ‘Result of Monitoring’, much of the text is lifted straight from the site summaries in the draft otter survey report.  The figures given for the number of freshwater pools and burns (coastal sites only) are calculated from the full dataset and I will elaborate on this when I send these data to you.

With respect to the Activity Assessment table, the contractor has supplied information here, which is included in the detailed dataset and will hopefully help you with completion of this table.  Information on the date of each site survey and the person undertaking it is also held in the detailed dataset.

I hope the above (and attached) will be sufficient to enable you to get started with the condition monitoring forms.  Give me a call (or email me) if any of the above is not clear.  The following documents (attached) should be referred to in conjunction with this memo:-

Example Otter SCM SAT.doc

Otters in Scotland 2003-4.doc

CSM_mammals.pdf
Regards,

Rob Raynor

Advisory Officer

Habitats & Species Unit

Advisory Services (Aberdeen)

Tel 01224 642 863

Fax 01224 643 347
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