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	The main part of the report was prepared by the specialists of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Lithuania and its subordinate institutions, the Ministry of Transport and Communications, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Agriculture responsible for the implementation of the Convention. National legal acts, international agreements, information provided on the websites of state and municipal institutions and other information available to them or provided by them was used for the preparation of the report. 


	RoL – Republic of Lithuania
MoE – Ministry of Environment
MoH – Ministry of Health
MoA – Ministry of Agriculture
MoD – Ministry of Defence
MoI – Ministry of the Interior
EPA – Environmental Protection Agency
REPD – Regional Environmental Protection Department
LGS – Lithuanian Geological Survey
NGO – Non-Governmental Organisation
EC – European Community 

EU – European Union
UN – United Nations
SSPA – State Service for Protected Areas
SPA – State protected area
RBD – River basin district
GMO – Genetically modified organism
LGII – Lithuanian Geographic Information Infrastructure
EIA – Environmental impact assessment


Report any particular circumstances that are relevant for understanding the report.

	The Action Plan for the Implementation of the Decisions Concerning Lithuania Adopted by the Third Meeting of the Parties to the Aarhus Convention, approved by RoL Government Resolution No 979 of 26 August 2009, has been fulfilled, i.e. all draft legislation has been drawn up.  

On 19 April 2012, the RoL Law on the Right to Obtain Information from State and Municipal Institutions and Agencies (Žin. [Official Gazette], 2000, No 10–236; 2005, No 139–5008) was adopted. The law provides for full support to the public in seeking access to information and defines the term “publicly available and effectively accessible information”. 
A draft amendment to the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 is being drawn up with a view to achieving a uniformity of legal rules in national legislation (between the RoL Law on the Right to Obtain Information from State and Municipal Institutions and Agencies and the said Resolution) and a correct transposition of the provisions of Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2003 on public access to environmental information and repealing Council Directive 90/313/EEC (OJ 2003 Special edition, Chapter  15, Volume 7, p. 375) into the national legislation.
A draft Law amending the RoL Law on Civil Protection is being drawn up with a view to implementing the provisions of Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 28 January 2003 on public access to environmental information and repealing Council Directive 90/313/EEC with respect to public information in the event of an imminent threat to human health or the environment.





Article 3
	List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the general provisions in article 3, paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 7 and 8.

Explain how these paragraphs have been implemented. In particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 2, measures taken to ensure that officials and authorities assist and provide the required guidance;

(b) With respect to paragraph 3, measures taken to promote education and environmental awareness;

(c) With respect to paragraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is appropriate recognition of and support to associations, organizations or groups promoting environmental protection;

(d) With respect to paragraph 7, measures taken to promote the principles of the Convention internationally; including; 

(e) With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exercising their rights under the Convention are not penalized, persecuted or harassed. 

	(a) The nature, scope and main conditions of the provision of information are governed by the RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions (Žin., 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008, 2009, No 75-3064), the RoL Law on Public Administration (Žin., 1999, No 60-1945; 2006, No 77-2975), RoL Government Resolution No 875 of 22 August 2007 approving the rules for considering applications of individuals and for providing services to them at public administration institutions, bodies and other public administration entities (Žin., 2007, No 94-3779) and the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864). 
The public must be enabled to familiarise themselves with the adopted procedures for the provision of information. Information representative's offices, i.e. units or employees responsible for the provision of information according to the "one-stop shop" principle, have been established at institutions to facilitate access to information. 
According to the Rules for considering applications of individuals and for providing services to them at public administration institutions, bodies and other public administration entities (Žin., 2007, No 94-3779), institutions must provide a summary of environmental information available to them, indicate the form of information recording, time limits for the provision of information to inquirers, service prices, the payment procedure and other requirements.

The nature, scope and main conditions of provision of information on the air quality are governed by the RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5-75), the RoL Law on Ambient Air Protection (Žin., 1999, No 98-2813, 2010, No 54-2648), the RoL Law on Environmental Monitoring (Žin., 1997, No 112-2824; 2006, No 57-2025), RoL Government Resolution No 130 approving the State Environmental Monitoring Programme for 2005-2010 (Žin., 2005, No 19-608), RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 approving the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the public (Žin., 1999, 90-2660, 2005, No 26-831), Order No D1-265/V- 436 of the RoL Minister of Environment and the RoL Minister of Health of 26 May 2005 approving the procedure for informing the public, institutions and bodies concerned of ambient air pollution levels (Žin., 2005, No 74-2688; Žin., 2009, No 157-7111), Order No D1-418 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 27 July 2004 on the submission of reports on ambient air quality management plans or programmes to the European Commission (Žin., 2004, No 120-4441), Order No 323 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 27 June 2003 on the submission of the annual report on the ambient air quality to the European Commission (Žin., 2003, No 65-2973, 2004, No 107-4012), Order No 322 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 27 June 2003 on the provision of information and data from stations measuring ambient air pollution to the European Commission (Žin., 2003, No 65-2972).
The RoL Law on Water (Žin., 1997, No 104-2615; 2003, No 36-1544) governs the right of water users to get information on the objectives of water protection established for water bodies, measures to achieve them as well as management plans under preparation and already prepared.

The procedure for providing information on RBDs to the public, water users and other persons concerned was approved by RoL Government Resolution No 198 of 23 February 2004 approving the procedure for providing information on RBDs to the public, water users and other persons concerned (Žin., 2007, No 30-984).



The Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits approved by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of Environment of 29 June 2005 (Žin., 2005, 103-3829) (hereinafter "IPPC Rules") establish the obligation for the competent authorities preparing such permits – REPDs – to present the public with information on accepted applications for permits and prepared permits in accordance with the procedure set forth in Chapter XI of these Rules. Chapter XI of the Rules details the scope and nature of this information as well as the procedures of public participation in the permit issuance process. 
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Annex 7 to the IPPC Rules "Public Participation in Decision-Making" governs public participation in decision-making, i.e. the possibility for the public concerned to present comments on a submitted application for a permit and a prepared draft permit, possibilities to receive additional information and replies to presented comments and proposals
.
The Pollution Prevention Department of the MoE participates in the publicity of the EIA process. Article 13 “Publicity of the Process of Environmental Impact Assessment” of the RoL Law on Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposed Economic Activity (Žin., No 1996, 82-1965; 2005,  No 84–3105) stipulates that the public concerned shall have the right to obtain from other participants in the process of environmental impact assessment of the proposed economic activity, in accordance with the procedure laid down by the law, information on the likely effect of the proposed economic activity on the environment. “In accordance with the Procedure for the activities of the Services and Goods Contact Centre and cooperation thereof with RoL competent authorities approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1702 of 1 December 2010 (Žin., 2010, No 142-7286), all participants of the EIA process shall have the right to submit documents to and receive answers from a competent authority at a distance, by electronic means via the contact centre or upon direct application to the competent authority, except where technical possibilities for reproducing or reading the information provided in this manner are absent.”  
In taking decisions on regulatory legislation, state and municipal institutions and agencies consult with the public via the Legislative Information System (TAIS) of the RoL Parliament. Persons concerned can submit comments and proposals for the proposed projects on this system. 
Proposals, requests and complaints from individuals are examined, land owners are informed of protected areas being established, protected natural heritage sites are announced and information on protected areas is provided to entities concerned. The public receives information via the media and radio shows. Schoolchildren are provided with information at schools or during days of “open doors” organised at the SSPA. Visitor centres and modern exhibitions are set up using EU structural funds and state resources.
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 























In the landscape area, officers advice the public, provide explanations on the application of legal acts, present information orally and in writing on request. Information on legal acts prepared in the landscape area is provided on the MoE website and the Parliament information system. Information on events and important developments is provided on the MoE website.
The spatial planning process publicity is regulated by the Law on Spatial Planning (Žin., 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 152-55311; 2006, No 66-2429) and Regulations on Public Information and Participation in the Spatial Planning Process approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1079 (Žin., 1996, No 90-2099, 2007, No 33​1190; 2010, 78-4010). State and municipal institutions and bodies, legal and natural persons participating in the preparation of spatial planning documents are obliged to observe these Regulations. The Regulations regulate the procedure for public participation in the spatial planning process and procedures for ensuring the publicity of preparation of general, special and detailed spatial planning documents. Pursuant to the Law on Spatial Planning and the Regulations, public participation is an integral part of the spatial planning process during preparation of general, special and detailed spatial plans. State and municipal institutions or bodies organising planning publicly announce (in the press and on websites or on a stand installed next to the area planned in the case of detailed planning) the start date of spatial planning documents, inform about possibilities to submit proposals and provide information on the strategic environmental assessment of spatial planning document solutions. The Law and Regulations establish the requirement to consult the public concerned on the implementation of solutions, acquainting the public with the solutions prepared, strategic impact assessment reports on spatial planning document solutions and solution impact assessment reports, organising public display and registering proposals received. Based on the abovementioned Regulations, the public is also informed of approval of spatial planning documents. In addition, one can familiarise oneself with approved spatial planning document solutions at the institution organising planning. They are published on the website of the municipality in which an area is planned. In view of the level of spatial planning, information on the approval of spatial planning documents is published in the national or local press and on the website of the institution organising planning. 

The Law and Regulations also provide that individuals can file a complaint about a received reply informing them that their proposals have not been taken into account when preparing a spatial planning document with the state spatial planning supervisory authority within one month of the date of receipt of the letter sent to them (reply to their proposals). Complaints related to administrative decisions on spatial planning taken by a public administration body are considered by state spatial planning supervisory authorities within their competence in accordance with the procedure set forth in the RoL Law on Spatial Planning and the RoL Law on Public Administration (Žin., 1999, No 60-1945; 2006, No 77-2975).

(b) The National Education for Sustainable Development Programme for 2007-2015 was approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1062 of 2007 (Žin., 2007, No 106-4348). The purpose of the National Education for Sustainable Development Programme for 2007-2015 is to create conditions for sustainable development education, improve the quality of formal and non-formal education, self-education and public information to enable every person to contribute to sustainable development personally, via professional activities or participation in public life on a local and global scale. The National Education for Sustainable Development Programme for 2007-2015 has been prepared in view of the National Sustainable Development Strategy approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1160 of 11 September 2003 (Žin., 2003, No 89-4029) and the State Education Strategy for 2003-2012 approved by RoL Parliament Resolution No IX-1700 of 4 July 2003 (Žin., 2003, No 71-3216). This Programme is part of the United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development action plan. Programme measures are planned in view of sustainable development priorities set out in the National Sustainable Development Strategy as well as strategic provisions for sustainable development of the EU and the Baltic Sea region, and other important sustainable development documents. The term "sustainable development" used in this Programme is a compromise between environmental, economic and social objectives of society, which facilitates achievement of welfare for the present and future generations without increasing allowable environmental impact. By RoL Government Resolution No 1146 of 12 August 2010, RoL Government Resolution No 1062 of 2 October 2007 approving the National Education for Sustainable Development Programme for 2007-2015 was declared null and void. By this Resolution, the Ministry of Education and Science was charged with approving the National Education for Sustainable Development Programme for 2011-2015 by 31 December 2010.

A project entitled "Public Information about the Environment in Educational Programmes, Press, Films and a Portal", which was developed under the Cohesion Promotion Operational Programme measure "Creation and Development of a System for Public Information about the Environment" and approved by Order No D1-610 of the Minister of Environment of 13 October 2009, has contributed to the implementation of the task of this measure to promote the preservation of natural resources in order to improve public awareness of environmental protection, i.e. publicity actions will be taken to improve public awareness of environmental protection by 2.33% per year or by 9% within four years of project implementation. 

Project objectives and tasks were established in view of the Cohesion Promotion Operational Programme, the interests and specific features of the environmental sector, the National Sustainable Development Strategy, UN Aarhus Convention and other programme documents. Lithuanian residents tend to look for information in the mass media which is highly trusted among them. Therefore, the Project provides for the most popular publicity measures among Lithuanian citizens, namely television, press and radio. There is a lack of magazines, films and documentaries on environmental topics, which are part of the Project as well. Information campaigns are most effective where there is an appropriate variety of means of information: information will also be published on the Internet. The Project is expected to generate greater interest of the public in environmental problems and broaden their global understanding of environmental protection itself. Project activities: a series of TV and radio broadcasts on relevant environmental issues on the national television and radio; a series of educational broadcasts on the environment on the national television, film making and a film festival on Lithuanian nature; dissemination of relevant sustainable development and climate change issues during national television broadcasts, in the national press and on the Internet; a periodical on relevant environmental issues and a supplement on sustainable urban development to an existing specialised periodical; installation of a portal on environmental and sustainable development issues on an existing website.

· 
· 
· 

An action plan for using funds under the Product or Packaging Waste Management Programme in 2010, under which 5% of funding under the Product or Packaging Waste Management Programme must be allocated for public education and training, was approved by paragraphs 14, 26 and 36 of Order No D1-94 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 4 March 2004 approving the procedure for using funds under the Product or Packaging Waste Management Programme and the Rules of Procedure of the Board and the composition of the Board (Žin., 2004, No 41​1346; 2010, No 65-3260) (hereinafter "the Procedure").

All Lithuanian residents are regularly informed about the ambient air quality on the Internet at http://oras.gamta.lt, and about the current weather and its forecast and warnings of dangerous phenomena at http://meteo.lt.

Meetings with the Nemunas RBD Coordination Board were organised during preparation of Nemunas RBD Management Plan (hereinafter "Nemunas RBD Management Plan") and Operational Programme (hereinafter "the Programme"). The meetings were held to discuss the Nemunas RBD Management Plan and Programme under preparation, to hear comments and adjust the documents based on which water body management will be performed in 2010-2015 according to them. 

Project preparation was coordinated by a supervisory committee consisting of representatives of EPA, MoE, LGS, MoA and non-governmental organisations. The Nemunas RBD Management Plan and Programme have been placed on the EPA website, with letters inviting to comment on the presented documents sent to various institutions and members of the Coordination Board. The Nemunas RBD Management Plan and Programme have also been discussed with the Board for Water Issues of the Lithuanian Academy of Sciences consisting of Lithuanian scientists working in the area of water protection. 
Articles 87 and 88 of the Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits approved by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of Environment of 29 June 2005 (Žin., 2005, No 103-3829) implement the provision of Article 3(3) of the Convention regarding access to justice in environmental matters.






Pursuant to the RoL Law on Water (Žin., 1997, No 104-2615; 2003, No 36-1544), the public shall be informed of preparation of RBD management plans. The institution responsible for RBD administration must allocate at least six months for the public to express comments and proposals on RBD management plans under preparation.

Periodic consultations in the landscape area with NGOs, science and education institutions on the Lithuanian landscape policy and its implementation are organised during special events, exchanging opinions on relevant issues. Pursuant to paragraph 3 of the RoL Government Resolution on RoL Government Resolution No 909 of 22 August 2005 approving measures for the implementation of the RoL landscape policy, there is a number of measures to promote the understanding of the country's landscape, training of specialists and development of public awareness of the value and role of the landscape.
Article 15 of the EIA Law (Žin., 2005, No 84–3105) also provides for the possibility to apply to the court under the established procedure. 
Educational and environmental information measures are supported by the Ministry of Culture through the Culture Support Foundation, and the Department of Cultural Heritage under the Ministry of Culture through the Programme of partial funding of projects on the knowledge dissemination and restoration of immovable cultural heritage and publishing from the state budget. 
The MoA implements the Rural Development Programme for Lithuania 2007–2013. In the process of preparation of the Programme, its measures were coordinated with social partners and NGOs. At seminars and conferences public information measures were used to make the planned measure programmes and activities available to the public. In implementing these measures, seminars and training are held for entities involved in the measures. The public is also informed of the measures and possibilities of participation in them via the media (in the press and on the Internet). 

The MoD has installed an environmental education system for officers and servicemen of the national defence system. 
(c) The establishment and activities of associations and other community-based organisations is governed by the RoL Law on Associations (Žin., 2004, No 745-26). Article 7 of the RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5-75) stipulates the rights of citizens, community-based organisations, other legal and natural persons corresponding to all the rights described in the Convention. Cooperation with environmental NGOs is also provided for in various legal acts governing environmental protection, construction, spatial planning and other areas of activity, MoE plans and strategies and other documents of state and municipal institutions. Funds for environmental education and information of the public are allocated under the RoL Environmental Support Programme. The MoE closely cooperates with NGOs. Representatives of nature protection NGOs are members of the Board of the Ministry of Environment on equal terms with environmentalists and representatives of science and education institutions. This is an advisory body. The Board considers the most important issues of the Ministry's activity, the main areas and tasks of the Ministry's activity, listens to reports of institutions subordinate to the Ministry of Environment, etc. 

NGO projects can also be financed under municipal special environmental support programmes defined by the RoL Law on Municipal Special Environmental Support Programmes No IX- 1607 of 10 June 2003 (Žin., 2003, No 61-2760) providing for the sources of funds of this programme and the procedure for using them. Just like in the case of general special programmes, the sources of financing of municipal special programmes are fees for pollutant discharges into the environment, fees paid by part of hunting area users for using game resources, voluntary contributions and other legally obtained funds. Based on Order No 533 of the Minister of Environment of 2003 approving the form of the municipal special environmental support programme report on the implementation of programme measures, instructions for completing it and the list of environmental measures (Žin., 2004, No 50-1682), each municipality must submit reports on the use of these funds.

All Lithuanian institutions, bodies and community-based organisations concerned receive ambient air quality reports by e-mail every day. 

The EPA has signed cooperation agreements with six active NGOs operating in the area of water: Nature Research and Environmental Education Station (Marijampolė), the Lithuanian Green Movement, ECAT Lithuania (both organisations are located in Kaunas), environmental club Žvejonė (Klaipėda), public institution Vandens Namai and the Baltic Environmental Forum (Vilnius). These organisations have become water information centres. 

Paragraph 5.14 of the Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits approved by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of Environment of 29 June 2005 (Žin., 2005, No 103-3829) defines the public concerned in the context of issuance of integrated pollution prevention and control permits: "5.14. The public concerned is the public which may be affected by the adoption of a decision to issue or renew a Permit or the conditions of a Permit, or which has interest in it. Within this definition, non-governmental organisations promoting environmental protection and meeting requirements under the RoL law are deemed organisations concerned."

Associations, organisations or groups are partners helping to implement environmental objectives. They participate in educational and informational conferences, seminars, protected area system employees read reports, offer advice on relevant environmental issues, they are informed of ongoing processes, encouraged to present their opinions and conclusions before taking administrative decisions, with joint projects implemented as well.


The RoL Law on Water (Žin., 1997, No 104-2615; 2003, No 36-1544) governs the coordination of preparation and implementation of RBD management plans and programmes of measures. A coordination board is formed for each river basin district for this purpose. It includes representatives of state and municipal institutions and non​governmental organisations concerned. Decisions of the RBD coordination board are advisory in nature.

Formulating the Lithuanian landscape policy, the MoE Landscape Division gives much attention to the provision of information to and education of society. Employees of the Division regularly participate in, support and help to organise forums, discussions, seminars, conferences and competitions organised by NGOs, science and education bodies, read information reports, act as mediators in search for financing, etc. The Coalition of Environmental NGOs is regularly consulted on protected area management issues.

Support for applicants (including environmental non-governmental organisations) preparing and implementing the EC Financial Instrument for the Environment LIFE + projects is provided in accordance with the procedure approved by Order No D1-265 of the Minister of Environment of 11 May 2009.
With a view to ensuring proper recognition and support, associations, organisations or groups that help to implement environmental objectives are offered all lawful forms of recognition and support. The sense of organisation among the public is promoted and legal support is granted with account of specific needs of an association, organisation or group. Efforts are made always to provide detailed information on questions submitted both in writing and orally. 
Members of the associations, organisations or groups referred to in Section 4 are included in councils, commissions and working groups for solving issues relating to immovable cultural heritage protection. Projects of these organisations are financed in part with the funds of the above-mentioned programmes. 
(d) The provisions of the Convention are applied to both domestic and international activities. The provisions of the Convention apply to EU member states (e.g. on 1-2 June 2010, Lithuania hosted the Baltic Development Forum (BDF), also known as "the Baltic Davos", where influential business, political and academic figures gathered together to discuss the current economic situation and possibilities to improve it, the EU policy towards the Baltic Sea region and look for cooperation opportunities). 

The procedure for informing the institutions and society of an EU member state that is to experience significant environmental effects is agreed during cross-border consultations. Such a procedure should ensure that the institutions and society of an EU member state that is likely to experience significant environmental effects are informed of possibilities to express their opinion on a decision planned to be taken and are provided with information as to where they can familiarise themselves with an approved spatial planning document, reasons for the selection of an alternative solution, measures for monitoring the effects of implementation of the spatial planning document as well as with information on the inclusion of environmental issues in the spatial planning document, taking into account of information contained in the Strategic Environmental Assessment Report, findings by strategic environmental assessment entities, public proposals and the results of cross-border consultations, if any. 
Ambient air quality data are sent to the European Environment Agency (EEA) in the NRT (near real time) mode.
Programmes of transboundary RBD measures are coordinated with foreign countries according to international agreements. The procedure for coordination of programmes of measures is established by the RoL Government or an institution authorised by the Government.

Exchange of information on cross-border surface water body monitoring and data on the state of water bodies and the pollution load passing from Lithuania to Latvia is regularly performed and joint sampling in transboundary surface water bodies and interlaboratory comparative tests are performed with Polish environmental institutions in accordance with various cooperation agreements. 

When preparing RBDs and Operational Programmes, information was exchanged and experience in preparing RBD Management Plans was shared with representatives of various Polish institutions. Information on the state of water bodies was exchanged and experience in preparing RBD Management Plans was shared with representatives of various Belarusian institutions. Environmental aspects in planning economic activities are also discussed at meetings with representatives of the neighbour states.

The issuance of a permit for an installation that may affect the environment of another country should be considered to be an international decision in the area of environmental protection. Such cases are governed by paragraphs 35 to 37 of the Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits approved by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of Environment of 29 June 2005 (Žin., 2005, No 103-3829).





The Regulations on Public Information and Participation in the Spatial Planning Process approved by RoL Resolution No 1079 (Žin., 1996, No 90-2099, 2007, No 33​1190; 2010, 78-4010) also establish a requirement to agree on a detailed procedure for informing the institutions and society of an EU member state that is to experience significant environmental effects during cross-border consultations. Such a procedure should ensure that the institutions and society of EU member states likely to experience significant environmental effects are informed of possibilities to express their opinion on a decision planned to be taken, an adopted decision and are provided with information as to where they can familiarise themselves with an approved spatial planning document, reasons for the selection of an alternative solution, measures for monitoring the effects of implementation of the spatial planning document as well as with information on the inclusion of environmental issues in the spatial planning document, taking into account of information contained in the Strategic Environmental Assessment Report, findings by strategic environmental assessment entities, public proposals and the results of cross-border consultations, if any.

The provisions of the Convention applicable both in the RoL territory and international activities are analysed. REPDs ensure that the public concerned of the RoL or any other member state have access to the required information and the right to express their opinion and submit requests to REPDs or the competent authority of any other member state.  

Article 11 of Chapter III of the EIA Law (Žin., 2005, No 84-3105) provides for EIA procedures applicable at transboundary level. 
(e)  Pursuant to Article 25 of the RoL Constitution, a human being must not be hindered from seeking, receiving and imparting information and ideas.

The activities of REPDs are based on national and EU legislation. Consequently, REPDs refuse to provide information requested by applicants only under the procedure and in cases laid down in national and international legislation.  

It should be stressed that information on REPD activities in performing functions assigned by legislation is published on their websites. REPDs are authorised to provide information for ensuring the implementation of EU laws. Thus comprehensive, accurate and timely information on the environment is provided to the public for the purpose of achieving the common environmental objectives. It is noteworthy that legislation does not envisage any liability or punishability for the obtainment of information to be provided from public authorities. On the contrary, Article 25 of the RoL Constitution stipulates that a human being must not be hindered from seeking, receiving and imparting information and ideas.  
Freedom to express convictions, to receive and impart information may not be limited otherwise than by law, if this is necessary to protect the health, honour and dignity, private life and morals of a human being or to defend the constitutional order. Pursuant to Article 30 of the Constitution, a person whose constitutional rights or freedoms are violated shall have the right to apply to court.

Any hindrance (punishment, persecution, etc.) for a person to use a right provided for in the Constitution, save for the exceptions provided for in the Constitution, is illegal.

Pursuant to Article 5(1) of the RoL Code of Civil Procedure, each person concerned has the right to apply to court in accordance with the procedure established by law to defend a violated or disputed right or lawful interest of the person.

In an effort to ensure effective judicial defence, by Resolution No 1464 of 11 November 2009, the RoL Government submitted to the RoL Parliament a bill amending and supplementing the Code of Civil Procedure whereby it was proposed to establish that no stamp duty shall be levied on parties' applications and claims for compensation for losses caused by abuse of procedural rights. Pursuant to Article 95 of the Code of Civil Procedure, applications for the compensation of damages incurred from abuse of procedural rights in the same proceedings in which a party has brought an unreasonable claim in bad faith or has knowingly acted against fair and speedy hearing and settlement of the case are exempt from the stamp duty. However, claims for the compensation of damages incurred from abuse of procedural rights made in new proceedings are subject to the stamp duty in accordance with Article 80 of the RoL Civil Code. Therefore, during each process, the court must assess the validity of the claim, proportionality of claims, etc., and in the event of establishing that the claim is aimed at restricting the rights of one of the parties, may apply the aforementioned procedural measures. 
 The Ministry of Culture uses budget funds to support in part the participation of the organisations referred to in Section (c) 4 in international organisations and events held by the latter. 
      The measures referred to in Section 8 are provided for in the RoL Constitution, the Rules for considering applications of individuals and for providing services to them at public administration institutions, bodies and other public administration entities approved by RoL Government Resolution No 875 of 22 August 2007, the Anticorruption Programme for Culture 2010–2012 approved by Order No ĮV-598 of the RoL Minister of Culture of 12 November 2010 and other laws.


	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 3 listed above.

	Since legislation contains no clear definition of the conditions for the refusal to provide information, REPDs are faced with unreasonable requests from economic entities competing on the market. It should be noted that RoL legislation does not regulate legal protection of data of legal persons either.  

Questions arise as to whether the competent authority is entitled to submit EIA documents after the expiry of the time limit for allowing the public to have access to EIA documentation. 
Economic (e.g. money from funds is absorbed gradually and therefore it is not possible to arrange visitor centres at all directorates at once), public awareness (public indolence, reluctance to cooperate, inappropriate implementation of their rights and a nihilistic approach), civil society (civil society is still forming in Lithuania, many society groups do not have their associations to operate more efficiently) problems and problems related to cooperation with other institutions are encountered. 
There is poor NGO activity.

The Provisional Law on the Acquisition of Agricultural Land and the Law on Land Reform strongly limit the possibilities of non-governmental organisations contributing to the implementation of environmental objectives to acquire state-owned land needed for environmental activities, particularly agricultural land, as they are not on the list of entities receiving state support for land acquisition.

	Provide further information on the practical application of the general provisions of article 3.

	     Assistance to persons wishing to exercise their rights is provided primarily by approaching an information representative of a state or municipal institution (for instance, the functions of the MoE information representative are performed by the MoE Public Information Division and the Public Relations Division of the SSPA under the MoE), who provides information on the phone, at the institution or by e-mail. If any special information is required, citizens can consult specialists in a relevant area. For instance, the information representative publishes MoE contact information on its website, provides it to all information agencies on the phone and publishes it in information publications. In some places, information on the environment and centre functions are provided by Regional Environmental Protection Departments, or city and district agencies located closest to each Lithuanian territorial unit. They also provide different information by phone, e-mail, direct consultation or in writing. The service procedure and information telephone numbers are available on notice boards of many municipal and other public institutions or on the Internet. 
REPD officials participate in, initiate and organise meetings in educational establishments, communities and municipalities. They deliver reports on relevant topics of interest to the public and conduct training and seminars (for example, training for members of the Bookkeepers’ Association of Panevėžys County; the agency of Biržai district has for several years initiated meetings with children from a kindergarten; the seminar “Biodegradable waste and its management requirements”, etc.).   

Order No ĮV-643 of the RoL Minister of Culture of 8 December 2010 approving the composition of the Trakai Historical National Park Board and Order No ĮV-526 of the RoL Minister of Culture of 20 July 2012 approving the composition and regulations of the Cultural Heritage Board, Order No ĮV-77 of the RoL Minister of Culture of 5 February 2013 on the preservation of the exceptional universal value of the Vilnius historical centre included on the UNESCO World Heritage List and the establishment of a supervisory commission for sustainable use thereof, whereby representatives of the public have been included in these boards and commissions. 
 According to the Convention and legislation, REPDs provide information to the public and report data of air quality measuring stations that are published and updated on a daily basis on the REPD websites. Also annual reports on greenhouse gas emissions are presented. River and, from 2013, lake monitoring plans and results are published on the REPD websites. Information is provided on Annex I applications for integrated pollution prevention and control permits received or Annex I IPPC permits issued, and on the process of environmental impact assessment of proposed economic activities.  

The MoE and/or its authorised institutions provide information and reports to the European Commission based on the section “Climate Change” of Annex II of the procedure for the submission of reports to the European Commission relating to the implementation of EU environmental legislation as stipulated by RoL Government Resolution No 388 of 7 April 2004 approving the procedure for the submission of reports to the European Commission and the European Chemicals Agency relating to the implementation of EU environmental legislation, and concerning the provision of information required for the preparation of reports to the European Environmental Agency. 
The Lithuanian Zoological Gardens participate in the programme for the captive breeding of lynxes and European eagle-owls. According to these regulations and other existing RoL laws, the Lithuanian Zoological Gardens: promote public learning and education in the sphere of biodiversity, provide information on the exhibited species of wild animals and their natural habitats, familiarise visitors of the Zoo and other persons with the variety of world animals, provide information on animals exhibited at the Zoo and protection of biodiversity, organise cultural and educational recreation, nature protection and biological education and study excursions for visitors, cooperate with research and educational establishments, participate in the implementation of educational programmes and organisation of study classes at the Zoo, promote the interest of young people in biodiversity and environmental protection, advertise the Zoo and its events, and introduce the public to the activities of the Zoo via the media. 
The information representative or press service of an institution is not the only source of information on the environment for the public. The provision of information is also initiated via environmental education projects and the media. Every year, the MoE publishes overviews of the state of the environment, information publications and posters. Thematic campaigns according to approved priorities and information campaigns are performed. Environmental information is disseminated via the Internet, press, at conferences, seminars and by other means of information. The MoE and institutions subordinate to it also participate in educational projects organised by other organisations or institutions (e.g. ecology schools, "green key", etc.).

In 2004, Arūnas Kundrotas, the Minister of Environment, signed agreements on cooperation in environmental quality management between the MoE and ten science and education institutions of the country. The purpose of these agreements is to increase the applied importance of science, create more favourable conditions for effective use of available information in the areas of the state of the environment and environmental protection and to encourage science and education institutions to participate in the activities of international environmental information networks more actively. The agreements establish the parties' obligations in the areas of collection, analysis and scientific assessment of environmental data and information, information exchange and examination. The parties have cooperated before as well, but these agreements have created a legal basis for their cooperation.

Municipal and other public authorities prepare environmental education projects according to approved priorities and participate in them. They are financed under municipal special environmental support programmes and from other sources. Municipal activity in this area is very different.

A few guides have been published, namely the Environmental Impact Assessment Guide and the Guide for the Strategic Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes. The purpose of the guides is to disseminate information on the transposition of the provisions of environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental impact assessment directives into Lithuanian law. The guides diagrammatically depict individual stages and procedures of the assessment process and clearly describe methods of environmental impact assessment and strategic environmental impact assessment. 

	Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

	http://www.am.lt
www.lrkm.lt; www.kpd.lt; www.seniejitrakai.lt; www.kernave.org; www.vilniauspilys.lt;  http://ard.am.lt; http://ard.am.lt; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/3; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/8 
http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/3; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/ka.php3#r/177; http://stoteles.gamta.lt/ 

http://oras.gamta.lt/cms/index; www.vrd.am.lt; www.meteo.lt; http://prd.am.lt/VI/article.php3?article_id=2954#r/3; http://prd.am.lt/VI/article.php3?article_id=2954#r/9; http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/3
http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/296; http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php#a/3004
http://stoteles.gamta.lt/index.php?station_id=0012&parameter_id=2&mean_type=24&step=1
http://oras.gamta.lt/cms/index; http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/300   ; www.srd.am.lt; 

http://www.vstt.lt;   www.sumin.lt; www.vgi.lt; http://www.anp.lt ; http://www.cepkeliai-dzukija.lt 
http://www.zemaitijosnp.lt;  http://nerija.am.lt; http://www.anyksciuparkas.lt;  http://www.asvejosparkas.lt;  http://www.arp.lt; http://birzuparkas.lt; http://dirpd.am.lt; http://dubysosrp.am.lt; http://www.grazute.lt; http://labanoras.am.lt; http://www.kaunomarios.lt; http://krpd.am.lt; http://krd.am.lt; http://www.kurtuva.lt; http://www.meteliuparkas.lt; http://www.nemunodelta.lt;  http://www.nemunokilpos.lt; http://www.neriesparkas.lt; http://www.prparkas.tinkle.lt; http://www.pajuris.info.lt;  http://www.prpd.lt; http://www.rambynoparkas.lt; http://www.salanturp.lt; http://www.sartai.info;  http://www.sirveta.lt; http://www.trp.lt; http://www.varniuparkas.lt; http://www.veisiejuparkas.lt; http://www.ventosparkas.lt; http://www.vistytis.lt; http://zagaresrp.am.lt; http://www.kamanos.lt; http://www.viesvile.lt; http://www.zuvintas.lt; http://www.pavilniai-verkiai.lt;; http://www.seniejitrakai.lt; http://www.kernave.org 

http://www.vilniauspilys.lt; www.vgi.lt; www.lrkm.lt; www.kpd.lt; www.zoosodas.lt 
http://oras.gamta.lt; http://eyeonearth.eu;  www.vilnius.lt.; www.upiubaseinai.lt; www.gamta.lt.


Article 4
	List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on access to environmental information in article 4. 
Explain how each paragraph of article 4 has been implemented. Describe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Any person may have access to information without having to state an interest;

(ii) Copies of the actual documentation containing or comprising the requested information are supplied;

(iii) The information is supplied in the form requested.

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the time limits provided for in paragraph 2 are respected;

(c) With respect to paragraphs 3 and 4, measures taken to:

(i) Provide for exemptions from requests;

(ii) Ensure that the public interest test at the end of paragraph 4 is applied;

(d) With respect to paragraph 5, measures taken to ensure that a public authority that does not hold the environmental information requested takes the necessary action;

(e) With respect to paragraph 6, measures taken to ensure that the requirement to separate out and make available information is implemented;

(f) With respect to paragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that refusals meet the time limits and the other requirements with respect to refusals;

(g) With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken to ensure that the requirements on charging are met.



	State and municipal institutions and bodies are defined in Article 2(4) of the RoL Law on Civil Service (Žin., 2002, No 45-1708, 2009, No 75-3065): "State and municipal institutions and bodies are representative, head of the state, executive and judicial authorities, law enforcement institutions and bodies, institutions and bodies performing audit and control (monitoring), other state and municipal institutions and bodies financed from state or municipal budgets and state funds, which have been granted public administration powers in accordance with the procedure set forth in the Law on Public Administration".

Paragraph 4 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864) defines this term as follows: "Institution: the Government, municipal or another authority; other natural or legal persons performing public administration functions, whose decisions have or may have an effect on the environment; natural or legal persons subordinate to the indicated institutions or controlled by those institutions, whose activities have or may have an effect on the environment."
The term "environmental information" in national legal acts corresponds to the term used in the Convention. In RoL legislation, this term is defined in Article 1(11) of the RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5–75; 2002, No 2–49; 2004, No 36–1179; 2005, No 47-1558; 2010, No 70-3472; 2013, No 55-2727) and paragraph 2 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public.

The term "public" used in documents governing the provision of information corresponds to the term used in the Convention. According to paragraph 4 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by Lithuanian Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), “The public means one or several natural or legal persons, their associations, organisations or groups”.
The term "public concerned" is defined in Article 1(22) of the RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5-57): "public concerned shall mean one or more natural or 
legal persons affected or likely to be affected by decisions, acts or omissions in the field of the environment and protection thereof as well as utilisation of natural resources or having an interest in the process of adoption of these decisions. According to this definition, associations and other public legal entities (with the exception of legal entities established by the state or a municipality or institutions thereof) established in accordance with the procedure laid down in legal acts and promoting environmental protection shall in any case be deemed the public concerned."
Article 3(9) of the Convention. Paragraph 4 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864) defines the term "applicant" which is very broad and does not limit the person applying for information: "Applicant means a natural or legal person who has submitted an application for information on the environment." Article 2(6) of the RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions and Bodies (Žin., 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008) defines the applicant as follows: "Applicant means a RoL citizen, a citizen of a country that has signed the European Economic Area Agreement, a foreign national having a residence permit in the RoL or a group of these persons, a RoL legal entity, legal entities or other organisations registered in a country that has signed the European Economic Area Agreement or representative offices and branches thereof established in the RoL." Pursuant to Article 10 of the RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin, 1992, No 5-75), foreign citizens and stateless persons shall perform the duties of RoL citizens established by this Law and shall hold all the rights of RoL citizens stipulated in this Law, unless other RoL laws provide otherwise. 

(a) (i) Pursuant to paragraph 7 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864), information must be provided to inquirers without demanding to indicate the purpose for which this information is required.
(ii) Pursuant to Article 17(1) of the Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions and Bodies (Žin., 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008), "In view of the applicant's application, the applicant may be provided with information orally, allowing the applicant to familiarise himself with a document, presenting a certificate, an extract or copy of a document, an electronic medium, an audio, video or audio and video record and access to information files. If no form of provision of information is indicated in the application, the body must provide it in the same form as the application received." 

REPD legislation sets forth a duty to provide both the information requested and copies of documents. Under the procedure prescribed by law, the REPDs provide such copies of documents to persons requesting them, according to the principle of effectiveness. It should be noted that the Vilnius REPD provides information free of charge, except where such provision of information is subject to a state levy or remuneration prescribed by law. Thus copies of documents are only provided upon payment for the requested copies under the procedure laid down in legislation. When providing copies of documents for remuneration, a REPD is guided by the approved price list of document copies for 2013.  
(iii) According to paragraphs 8 and 9 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), information must be provided in the form requested by the applicant. If the applicant does not indicate the form of provision of information or the information cannot be provided in the form indicated by the applicant for technical reasons, or if the information has already been provided to the public in another form, or the body reasonably believes that the information should be provided in another form, the information must be provided in a form selected by the body (indicating the reasons).

In view of the fact that requests from persons are registered, processed and accounted for by REPDs under the procedure prescribed by law and other legal acts, REPDs are obligated to reply to written requests in the same form, i.e. in writing. Oral requests by phone or upon an applicant’s arrival at the office are submitted to REPDs in cases where applicants prefer to receive information orally or have access to a document without asking for its copy, or where information can be provided immediately without breaching the procedure established by law. In such cases, having regard to the persons’ needs, REPDs provide information in oral form. Where a person’s request contains no indication of the form in which information is to be provided, the Vilnius REPD issues information in the form in which the request was received (this is set out in Article 17(1) of the Law amending the RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions (Žin., 2000, No 47-1344; 2003, No 116-5250; 2005, No 139-5008)).
Article 17 of the RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions (Žin., 2000, No 10–236; 2005, No 139–5008) specifies the form and method of information provision.
(b) According to paragraphs 11 and 13 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), information must be provided to the applicant within 14 calendar days of the date of receipt of the application. If an institution cannot reply to the applicant within 14 calendar days due to the scope and complexity of the information requested, the head of the institution may extend the time limit for replying by up to 14 calendar days, but the entire time limit may not be longer than a month of the date of receipt of the application.
(c) (i) Chapter III of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864) provides a list of cases when public authorities may not provide information on the environment. This list basically coincides with the list provided in the Convention. Information may not be presented if: an applicant applies for information which the institution does not have and is not obliged by legal acts to have it; if an inquiry is very abstract or illogically formulated and the applicant fails to correct it upon a written request; an application is related to information and data that are still being accumulated, prepared or unprocessed, provided that this does not violate public interest.

Pursuant to paragraph 18 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864), institutions also must not provide information if the submission thereof: would disclose information which, under the law, is a state or official secret; would violate the interests of state security and defence protected by law; would have a negative effect on international relations; would violate the right to a fair trial protected by law or would be deemed, under the law, an obstacle for judicial or public authorities to conduct an investigation or hearing of a criminal, civil or administrative case (procedure); would disclose information which, under national or EU law, is a commercial (industrial) secret or would violate the confidentiality of statistical data and data on taxpayers protected by law; would violate intellectual property rights protected by law; would undermine the legal protection of personal data, except for the cases provided for in the RoL Law on Legal Protection of Personal Data (Žin., 1996, No 63-1479; 2003, No 15-597; 2008, No 22-804), the RoL Law on Provision of Information to the Public (Žin., 1996, No 71-1706; 2006, No 82-3254) and the RoL Law on Documents and Archives (Žin., 1995, No 107-2389; 2004, No 57-198); would have a negative effect on the protection of the environment to which such information relates, e.g. would harm rare species and communities protected by law, their habitats, finding sites and growth sites; is related to internal administration and institutional cooperation, provided that this does not violate public interest; would have a negative effect on the interests of persons who have voluntarily presented information without being obliged by laws or other legal acts to present such information or would pose a threat to their security.

The confidentiality of commercial and industrial information is governed by the RoL Law on Competition (Žin., 1999, No 30-856) which defines commercial secrets.

In the context of preparation of integrated pollution prevention and control permits, environmental information, including information on pollutant emissions from an industrial installation into the environment, is public and freely available to the public in the RoL. Cases in which an operator applying for an Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permit does not want to publicly disclose commercial, technological and similar information are discussed in paragraph 21 of the Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits approved by Order No D1-330 of the Minister of Environment of 29 June 2005 (Žin., 2005, No 103-3829): "The operator can specify what data the operator considers to be a commercial (industrial) secret. Such information shall not be included in the application but shall be provided in a special envelope and shall be stored by the REPD in accordance with the procedure established by legal acts. Data indicated by the operator as a commercial (industrial) secret may not be distributed or otherwise provided to third parties without the written consent of the operator."
(ii) According to paragraph 19 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864), in all cases where information is not provided, it is necessary to make sure that it is more important to protect the interests specified in paragraph 18 of this Specification than to ensure the applicant's right to get information. Paragraph 20 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the Republic of Lithuania to the public also emphasises the need to ensure the publicity of information related to environmental pollution.

(d) According to paragraph 10 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864), if a written request is received by an institution that does not have the requested information, the institution shall, within three working days of the date of receipt of the request, send the request to the competent authority having the requested information, notifying the applicant thereof. If a part of the requested information is at another institution, the institution that has received the request shall approach the institution having the information with a request for such information and shall notify the applicant thereof. 
(e) According to paragraph 20 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864), if a part of information can be segregated from the information not to be provided that is specified in paragraph 18 of the Specification, the institution shall present the part of the requested information that can be provided without prejudice to confidentiality requirements for the information not to be provided upon notifying the applicant thereof. The requirements of paragraphs 18.1, 18.5, 18.7, 18.8 and 18.10 of the Specification do not apply where information on environmental pollution is requested. 
(f) According to paragraph 19 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19​864), the applicant shall be informed, within 14 calendar days of the date of receipt of the application, that information related to the exceptions referred to in paragraphs 16 and 18 of the Specification will not be provided, indicating the reasons for the refusal to provide the information and the procedure for filing a complaint about the decision in accordance with paragraph 15 of the Specification. In all cases where information is not provided, it is necessary to make sure that it is more important to protect the interests specified in paragraph 18 of this Specification than to ensure the applicant's right to get information. 

(g) According to Article 6(6) of the RoL Law on Provision of Information to the Public (Žin., 1996, No 71-1706; 2006, No 82-3254), paragraphs 11 and 12 of Government Resolution No 1391 approving the procedure for the registration and provision of official information of state and municipal, government and administration institutions and other state-financed organisations to people or public information producers (Žin., 1996, No 116​2720), and paragraph 26 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), information available to or intended for the institutions is free of charge. Pursuant to Article 2(3) of the RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions (Žin., 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008, 2009, No 75-3064; 2010, No 63-3088), all information on the activities of an institution in performing the functions assigned by legal acts shall be available to all and shall be provided free of charge. Article 8 of this Law details the charging procedure. According to paragraph 27 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), the applicant shall cover only the costs of provision of information in accordance with the procedure laid down in laws and other legal acts (pay for copying, publishing, etc.). RoL Government Resolution No 1039 of 1 September 2000 approving the procedure for reimbursing the costs of document copying (Žin., 2000, No 10-236) establishes the procedure for paying for copies. This is consistent with the provisions of the Convention. 
REPDs provide information free of charge, and most often information is provided by means that demand no additional material costs, i.e. by electronic means. 

	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 4.

	Requests submitted contain insufficient details about information to be provided.

	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions in article 4.

	Information is provided to the public under the procedure established by law. The Lithuanian Hydrometeorological Service (hereinafter “LHS”) prepares over 4 000 hydrometeorological reports each year. 

	Give relevant website addresses, if available:

	http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/3; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/8; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/ka.php3#r/177; http://stoteles.gamta.lt; http://oras.gamta.lt/cms/index
http://krd.am.lt; https://vrd.am.lt; http://www.meteo.lt/paslaugos.php; http://www.meteo.lt/pasl_kainos.php; http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/2; www.srd.am.lt.


Article 5
	List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on the collection and dissemination of environmental information in article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of article 5 has been implemented. Describe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, and in particular, describe: 

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Public authorities possess and update environmental information;

(ii) There is an adequate flow of information to public authorities;

(iii) In emergencies, appropriate information is disseminated immediately and without delay;

(b) With respect to paragraph 2, measures taken to ensure that the way in which public authorities make environmental information available to the public is transparent and that environmental information is effectively accessible;

(c) With respect to paragraph 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental information progressively becomes available in electronic databases which are easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications networks;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4, measures taken to publish and disseminate national reports on the state of the environment;

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information referred to in paragraph 5;

(f) With respect to paragraph 6, measures taken to encourage operators whose activities have a significant impact on the environment to inform the public regularly of the environmental impact of their activities and products;

(g) Measures taken to publish and provide information as required in paragraph 7;

(h) With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms with a view to ensuring that sufficient product information is made available to the public;

(i) With respect to paragraph 9, measures taken to establish a nationwide system of pollution inventories or registers.

	All information regarding the definitions in Article 2 and Article 3(9) is provided above (see Article 4).
(a) (i) The obligation of state government, administration and control institutions (within their competence) to collect and disseminate environmental information is established by Article 8 of the RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5​75). State government, administration and control institutions must, within the sphere of their competence: observe changes in the quality of the environment and inform the public thereof, establish ecologically sound and technically feasible environmental quality regulations and standards; comply with or reasonably reject the proposals of citizens, the public concerned, other legal and natural persons concerning environmental protection issues; make public economic activity projects which may have a harmful effect on the environment; prevent economic entities from violating environmental laws, regulations and standards; evaluate and give due consideration to proposals of the public regarding the mandatory nature of EIA of proposed economic activities; evaluate and give due consideration to proposals of the public regarding EIA of proposed economic activities and potential environmental impact of proposed economic activities; ensure compensation for damage or negative impact on the environment and punishment of the persons responsible for causing damage to the environment through unlawful activities; organise environmental education and training, provide information on the environment in accordance with the established procedure; encourage citizens, the public concerned, other legal and natural persons to participate in the adoption and implementation of decisions in the field of environmental protection; demand, in accordance with the established procedure, that the responsible persons take preventive, environmental restoration or other environmental protection measures as well as control the implementation of these measures.

The REPDs, acting in accordance with paragraphs 2.5 to 2.7 of Order No D1-631 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 29 December 2006 on the provision of data and information in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending Council Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/EC (Žin., 2007, No 7-291; 2012-04-28, No 50-2491), verify the received data and information referred to in paragraphs 2.1 and 2.2 of the Regulation and provide them to the EPA that is in charge of making the data of the Pollutant Release and Transfer Register available to the public and the European Commission. 
     The MoE and/or its authorised institutions provide information and reports to the European Commission based on the section “Climate Change” of Annex II of the procedure for the submission of reports to the European Commission relating to the implementation of EU environmental legislation as stipulated by RoL Government Resolution No 388 of 7 April 2004 approving the procedure for the submission of reports to the European Commission and the European Chemicals Agency relating to the implementation of EU environmental legislation, and concerning the provision of information required for the preparation of reports to the European Environmental Agency. 

The requirements for monitoring of greenhouse gases emissions and submission and verification of reports by operators are regulated by paragraphs 47 to 51 of the Procedure for the allocation of and trading in greenhouse gas emission allowances (hereinafter “the Trading Procedure”) approved by Order No D1-1111 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 28 December 2012. 

(ii)  The RoL Law on Environmental Monitoring (Žin., 1997, No 112-2824; 2006, No 57-2025) provides for the structure of environmental monitoring. Under this Law, the system of environmental monitoring consists of state, municipal and economic entity environmental monitoring. A State Environmental Monitoring Programme is being prepared in accordance with the RoL Law on Environmental Monitoring (Žin., 1997, No 112-2824; 2006, No 57-2025) and State Environmental Monitoring Regulations approved by Order No 160 of the Minister of Environment of 2002 (Žin., 2002, No 40-1514; 2007, No 4-179). Under this Programme, many different government and academic institutions in Lithuania collect data and information on the state of different elements of the natural environment, analyse this information and provide data to relevant state institutions. The State Environmental Monitoring Programme for 2005-2010 was approved by Government Resolution No 130 on 7 February 2005 (Žin., 2005, No 19-608; 2008, No 104-3973). The State Environmental Monitoring Programme for 2005-2010 defines environmental objectives and main tasks, the implementation of which requires monitoring of the state of the natural environment on a national scale, provides for measures of implementation of these tasks, their scope and operators, the measure financing system, the need for funds and distribution over the indicated period.
In accordance with the General Municipal Environmental Monitoring Regulations approved by Order No D1-436 of the Minister of Environment of 2004 (Žin., 2004, No 130​4680; 2007, No 76-3035), municipal institutions organise and perform environmental monitoring and accumulate data on it within their territories. A specific procedure for performing municipal environmental monitoring (monitoring sites, objects, parameters, frequency, monitoring methods, etc.) is established in municipal environmental monitoring programmes prepared by municipal executive bodies, agreed in accordance with the procedure laid down in legal acts and approved by municipal councils. Municipal environmental monitoring data meeting the requirements established for state environmental monitoring data may be used for state environmental monitoring purposes. 

Based on the Procedure for performing economic entity environmental monitoring approved by Order No 230 of the Minister of Environment of 2003 (Žin., 2003, No 50-2240) and other legal acts, economic entities perform pollution source monitoring and environmental monitoring as well as provide monitoring data to relevant authorities.

The existing legal framework enables state government and administration institutions to constantly accumulate, disseminate and update environmental information.

(iii) The provision of information in extraordinary environmental situations is governed by the RoL Law on Civil Protection (Žin., 1998, No 115-3230; 2009, No 159-7207). The Order of the Minister of  Environment amending Order No 248 of the Minister of Environment of 20 May 2003 on actions in extraordinary environmental and other emergency situations and accidents, and management of elimination of the consequences thereof (Žin., 2008, No 129-4937) is observed as well. In the event of an extraordinary environmental situation, a brief report on the environmental situation and its environmental effects must be prepared. Relevant and urgent information is published on the MoE, EPA and LHS websites.

According to Order 3D-42 of the RoL Minister of Agriculture of 19 January 2012 approving the composition and the regulations of the Emergency Operations Centre of the Ministry of Agriculture, in case of any emergency a public information group may be established which would prepare information for the public on emergency risks or existing emergencies, their potential consequences, consequences and measures of response to them, recommendations for protection against the potential negative effects of an emergency or reduction of such effect, and organise press conferences, emergency alert of the population and institutions and their information on emergencies. 
During ecological emergencies, information is published immediately on the website and provided to public authorities by phone, fax and e-mail. 




(b) The nature, scope and main conditions of provision of information are governed by the RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from State and Municipal Institutions (Žin., 2000, No 10-236; 2005, No 139-5008, 2009, No 75-3064) and RoL Government Resolution No 875 of 22 August 2007 approving the rules for considering applications of individuals and for providing services to them at public administration institutions, bodies and other public administration entities (Žin., 2007, No 94-3779). The public must be enabled to familiarise themselves with the adopted procedures for the provision of information. As already mentioned before, information representative's offices, i.e. units or employees responsible for the provision of information, have been established at institutions to facilitate access to information. According to the Rules for considering applications of individuals and for providing services to them at public administration institutions, bodies and other public administration entities (Žin., 2007, No 94-3779), institutions must provide a summary of environmental information available to them, indicate the form of information recording, time limits for the provision of information to inquirers, service prices, the payment procedure and other requirements. The MoE website provides a summary of environmental information indicating what environmental information is available to the state and municipal institutions and bodies that provided the data based on which the summary has been drawn up.

According to the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), institutions must make all necessary efforts to make the environmental information available to them or intended for them easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications (Internet networks, electronic databases) or ensure that the information is stored in a form or format facilitating immediate information recovery or receipt by means of computer telecommunications or other electronic means. 
A lot of environmental information is available on the MoE websites and subordinate bodies. Available environmental information is also presented in written, electronic or another form or provided on request by other state and municipal institutions. A thematic index helps to find information on the MoE website.

Pollutant Release and Transfer Register data are placed on the EPA website at http://gamta.lt and are free of charge and freely available to the public. The website also provides a link to the European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register containing data and information on the largest polluters of other EU member states and Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein. The persons concerned wishing to get additional information may contact Regional Environmental Protection Departments responsible for the completeness, consistency and reliability of information. REPD contact details are provided in the Pollutant Release and Transfer Register for each facility separately.

Ambient air quality data analyses are carried out in accordance with Order No 596 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 12 December 2001 on ambient air quality assessment (Žin., 2001, No 106-3828; 2002, No 81-3499, 2010, No 42-2042, No 70-​3496).
REPDs provide information to the Register of Waste Management Companies, the List of Producers and/or Importers and the Electronic Waste Generation and Management Accounting System (E-ASTA) database. The Infostatyba database is used for harmonising construction design documentation. The Environmental Permit Issuance System (ALIS) is used to issue environmental permits. Information and the frequency of its provision depend on the number of requests submitted by parties concerned. One more system used by REPDs is the Integrated Environmental Information Management Computer System (AIVIKS). It represents the development of a new environmental information electronic service that will ensure prompt collection and systematisation of environmental information and its availability to customers and the public concerned via the Internet. The benefit of AIVIKS is felt by economic entities that provide data to environmental services (in a convenient and speedy manner by electronic means) and employees of the MoE and its subordinate institutions as the system allows receiving and processing information on environmental pollution more quickly. 
According to Order No 3D-535 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 29 June 2012 approving the Plant Protection Plan, a public information system is being developed that will contain information on the registration and mode of action of plant protection products, their safe use, effect on human health, the environment and non-target organisms and the use of non-chemical alternatives. 

(c) In order to ensure the growth of the amount and accessibility of information using the latest technology and the Internet, on 18 April 2003, the RoL Government approved Resolution No 480 approving the Specification of general requirements for the websites of state and municipal institutions and bodies (Žin., 2003, No 38-1739; 2006, No 115-4376; 2009, No 154-6976). The purpose of the specification is to enable the public to get all public information on state and municipal institutions, bodies and their functions, drafted laws, other standard legal acts and related legal information on the Internet, equalise the websites of bodies, ensure their efficiency, the relevance and reliability of information contained on them, search options, website development and regular updating of information. The provided information must be structured and regularly updated in view of the frequency of exchange.
According to the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, 2010, No 19-864), institutions must make all necessary efforts to make the environmental information available to them or intended for them easily accessible to the public through public telecommunications (Internet networks, electronic databases) or ensure that the information is stored in a form or format facilitating immediate information recovery or receipt by means of computer telecommunications or other electronic means. This condition is fulfilled because all state and municipal institutions have their websites.

All bodies subordinate to the MoE and REPDs have their websites providing all information related to the activities of these bodies. All information accumulated by the EPA in accordance with the procedure laid down in legal acts (information on river basins, the quality of water bodies, reports on various international projects, conference overviews, reports on research in the area of environmental monitoring, state air monitoring measurements, material related to integrated pollution prevention and control, maps, various schemes, etc.) is regularly published and updated on the website of the Agency at http://aaa.am.lt. 

In 2008, 10 main state institutions, including the EPA, the SSPA and the LHS under the MoE, managing spatial data on the environment were implementing a project entitled Development of Lithuanian Geographic Information Infrastructure. This project is aimed at developing an open interoperable state geographic data repository and electronic services that would enable citizens, companies and public authorities to get the latest geographic data from primary sources effectively. The purpose of the National Geographic Information Infrastructure is to link data of different data providers and electronic services as well as make them simultaneously available to an as wide range of users as possible. This project includes creation of a long-term Lithuanian Geographic Information Management Strategy and a methodological framework for collecting, managing, coordinating state geographic data and providing them to all users. A single LGII will be created in the course of implementation of this strategy: the information structure covering the whole country, which connects managers of various geographic data sets, will gradually be expanded.

Seeking to start the implementation of information technology projects in the environmental sector as soon as possible, by Order No D1-276 of 27 May 2008, the Ministry of Environment approved the Programme for the Installation and Development of Registers, Cadastres and Information Systems Using Information Technology in the Environmental Sector. The purpose of the programme: seeking to ensure the implementation of the tasks of measures "E-Government Services" and "Intelligent Management Systems" of the Economic Growth Action Programme priority "Information Society for All", to create favourable conditions for the provision of public electronic services in spatial planning, urban development, housing construction, forestry and environmental sectors, as well as improve their accessibility by developing spatial information systems. The programme provides for the development of functionality of the AIVIKS. 
Pollutant Release and Transfer Register data are placed on the EPA website at http://gamta.lt and are available free of charge. Lithuanian residents are regularly informed about the ambient air quality on the Internet at http://oras.gamta.lt. 
All Lithuanian institutions, bodies and community-based organisations concerned receive ambient air quality reports by e-mail every day. A list of institutions, bodies and community-based organisations concerned that are informed of ambient air pollution levels every day is provided at http://oras.gamta.lt.
The SSPA under the MoE has created and maintains a public Internet access to the data of the State Cadastre of Protected Areas at http://stk.vstt.lt/stk/. The Service also regularly publishes information on prepared and approved protected area planning documents and publishes these documents on its website.
The LHS is implementing the project “Development of advanced electronic services enabling to receive online services of the Lithuanian Hydrometeorological Service under the Ministry of Environment”, and aims at creating an advanced information system of hydrometeorological services METIS.   

An information system of the preparation of land use planning documents (ŽPDRIS) is being developed for the purpose of creating electronic services for the land use planning process that meet the needs of the public and an information system necessary for supporting their functioning, which would ensure the effective management of the land use planning process and transparency of the process based on the “one-stop-shop” principle, as well as encourage the participation of the public and business entities in decision-making. ŽPDRIS will create conditions for persons, as well as for planning organisers, bodies providing planning conditions, developers of documents, institutions coordinating these documents, supervising land use planning and approving documents to implement the processes of preparation, public hearing, harmonisation and publicity of the documents by electronic means.   

(d) Every year, the Ministry of Environment publishes a publication on the state of the environment in Lithuania (State of the Environment), which provides information on the state of the environment and the main environmental problems. The publication is distributed to the public, government and academic institutions. 

A digital version of this publication is provided on the MoE and EPA websites. Analyses of all environmental quality data are available on the Internet, e.g. annual ambient air quality reports are published on the Internet at http://oras.gamta.lt.
(e) The measures specified in the previous paragraph (c) are used when disseminating the information referred to in Article 5(5) of the Convention. The information indicated in the list is available on the websites of the MoE and subordinate bodies as well as the RoL Parliament. Laws and other legal acts are published in the Official Gazette Valstybės Žinios, which is available to the public, in accordance with the procedure established by legal acts.

All information on international agreements signed (within the competence) is provided on the websites of the MoE, the EPA and other institutions.

 The requirements for monitoring of greenhouse gases emissions and submission and verification of reports by operators are regulated by paragraphs 47 to 51 of the Procedure for the allocation of and trading in greenhouse gas emission allowances (valid version from 28 December 2012; Žin., 2012, No 154-7949) approved by Order No D1-1111 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 28 December 2012. 
Pursuant to Order No D1-884/4-1049 of the RoL Minister of Environment and of the RoL Minister of Economy of 30 October 2012 amending Order No D1-17/4-4 of the RoL Minister of Environment and of the RoL Minister of Economy of 11 January 2010 on the establishment of a procedure for monitoring, accounting and reporting of greenhouse gas emissions for operators who manage and/or use in the RoL territory installations releasing greenhouse gases (Žin., 2012, 128-6427), operators, with the exception of aircraft operators, who manage and/or use in the RoL territory installations releasing greenhouse gases (hereinafter the “Installations”), carry out activities in accordance with the list of categories of activities given in Annex 1 to the RoL Law on Financial Instruments for Climate Change Management. 
Under paragraph 2.3 of the said Law, the Climate Change Policy Division of the Pollution Prevention Department of the RoL Ministry of Environment, according to the reporting requirements approved by the European Commission that are specified in Article 21 of Directive 2003/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 October 2003 establishing a scheme for greenhouse gas emission allowance trading with the Community and amending Council Directive 96/61/EC (OJ 2004 Special edition, Chapter 15, Volume 7, p. 631) as last amended by Directive 2009/29/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 (OJ 2009 L 140, p. 63), prepares and by 30 April submits these reports to the European Commission. The reports are published on the EINIOT database.
(f) Acting in accordance with the Economic Entity Environmental Monitoring Regulations approved by Order No D1-546 of the Minister of Environment of 2009, economic entities perform pollution source monitoring and environmental monitoring, provide monitoring data to the relevant authorities and inform the public in established cases. For instance, economic entities performing regular measurements of emissions from sources of pollution into the air and surface water are obliged to publish the results of regular measurements of pollutant emissions/discharges on the Internet and update them regularly. Other economic entity environmental monitoring data are provided to the public in accordance with the procedure laid down in legal acts governing the provision of information to the public (see Article 3). Operators must use funds received for the transfer of emissions trading allowances and Kyoto units for implementing measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and other environmental pollution (installation of environmentally-friendly technologies, increase of energy efficiency, use of renewable energy sources, reforestation and/or afforestation, research and its dissemination, consultations and training to economic entities, public information and education on climate change policy management and implementation issues and other measures). Each calendar year, operators must submit reports on the allocation and use of funds received for the transfer of emissions trading allowances and Kyoto units under the procedure laid down by the Minister of Environment to bodies authorised by the Minister. The reports are published on the MoE website. 
Participation by organisations in an EC eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS) is governed by Regulation (EC) No 761/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council allowing voluntary participation by organisations in a Community eco-management and audit scheme (EMAS). A Government resolution on the application of this Regulation has been adopted and a scheme implementation programme has been approved in Lithuania. Companies that have installed EMAS inform the public about their results every year. These companies and companies marking their products with an eco-label are enabled to inform the public by disseminating information on the EPA website.

Economic entities performing monitoring of activities, introducing advanced technology and participating in a Community eco-management and audit scheme on a voluntary basis are encouraged by MoE letters of thanks.

(g)  The MoE and its subordinate bodies publish various factual and analytical information on the environment and international agreements, a list of which is available at www.am.lt under the rubric of News. It has been decided not to publish periodic information handouts (e.g. the information publication Ministry of Environment for the Public) any more, as other more effective distribution channels - the media and the Internet - have been chosen.

(h)  Implementing the Convention on access to information, public participation in decision-making and access to justice in environmental matters in respect of the award of the Community Ecolabel, the EPA follows Regulation (EC) No 66/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 November 2009 on the EU Ecolabel (hereinafter "the Regulation") and the criteria for the award of the Community Ecolabel for relevant product groups. The Regulation and the criteria for the award of the Community Ecolabel for relevant product groups are published on the EPA website at http://gamta.lt under the rubric of "Pollution Prevention: Environmental Labelling" and are available to the public. The rubric of "Pollution Prevention: Environmental Labelling" has been regularly supplemented since the European Commission Directorate General for the Environment announced new criteria for the award of the Community Ecolabel. The Control Organisation and Pollution Prevention Division of the EPA Environmental Protection State Control Department organises seminars and invites industry, science and community-based organisation representatives to provide them with information on the opportunities and benefits of the award of the Commission Ecolabel. 
(i) On 21 May 2003, the EC and other countries, including Lithuania, signed a Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer Registers (hereinafter "the Protocol"). Under the Protocol, each party to the Protocol shall establish a National Pollutant Release and Transfer Register. The European Pollutant Emission Register started functioning in February 2004. Based on the provisions of Order No 136 of the Minister of Environment of 2002, all companies performing respective activities and exceeding established pollutant emission thresholds in Lithuania were obliged to submit reports to the relevant authorities. The collection of data in accordance with the requirements of the European Pollutant Emission Register in Lithuania was started in 2004 as well. 

Seeking public access to pollutant emission data, a new European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register (E-PRTR) was adopted in January 2006. Order D1-631 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 29 December 2006 on the provision of data and information in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 166/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 January 2006 concerning the establishment of a European Pollutant Release and Transfer Register and amending Council Directives 91/689/EEC and 96/61/EC (Žin., 2007, No 7-291; 2012-04-28, No 50-2491).


	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 5.

	The data search and selection systems of E-ASTA, Infostatyba database ALIS and AIVIKS are ineffective. Therefore, the reports obtained according to queries are of insufficient detail. 
As the ŽPRDIS project is not yet completed, there is no unified online system for the preparation, harmonisation, public hearing and publicity of land use planning documents. 
Funding is lacking.

Both Russia and Belarus that are implementing nuclear power plant projects in Kaliningrad and Belarus, which could have a significant impact on Lithuania’s environment and population, have failed to provide material information to the Lithuanian competent authorities on protection measures taken to avoid a potential transboundary impact. Thus the said countries have not created the required conditions for the RoL competent authorities to make the projects carried out by the neighbouring countries available to the Lithuanian population as provided for in the Aarhus Convention. 

	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on the collection and dissemination of environmental information in article 5, e.g. are there any statistics available on the information published?

	The implementation of the ŽPRDIS project will produce a more advanced online method for the public to have access to land use planning documents under preparation, ensuring the right of the public to comprehensive and up-to-date information (the time for receiving information will be shortened, and all information on the preparation, harmonisation and public hearing of land use planning documents will be provided in one information source). 

	Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

	www.am.lt, www.lrs.lt.; www.lsa.lt. http:://gamta.lt; http://krd.am.lt; http://ard.am.lt; https://alis.am.lt;https://vrd.am.lt; www.nzt.lt rubrika „Veikla“, www.zum.lt; www.vatzum.lt; www.srd.am.lt; http://www.meteo.lt/vkl_projektai.php; http://www.meteo.lt/apzvalgos.php?s=agro




Article 6
	List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on public participation in decisions on specific activities in article 6. 

Explain how each paragraph of article 6 has been implemented. Describe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The provisions of article 6 are applied with respect to decisions on whether to permit proposed activities listed in annex I to the Convention;

(ii) The provisions of article 6 are applied to decisions on proposed activities not listed in annex I which may have a significant effect on the environment.

(b) Measures taken to ensure that the public concerned is informed, early in an environmental decision​ making procedure, and in an adequate, timely and effective manner, of the matters referred to in paragraph 2;

(c) Measures taken to ensure that the time frames of the public participation procedures respect the requirements of paragraph 3;

(d) With respect to paragraph 4, measures taken to ensure that there is early public participation;

(e) With respect to paragraph 5, measures taken to encourage prospective applicants to identify the public concerned, to enter into discussions, and to provide information regarding the objectives of their application before applying for a permit;
(f) With respect to paragraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The competent public authorities give the public concerned all information relevant to the decision making referred to in article 6 that is available at the time of the public participation procedure;

(ii) In particular, the competent authorities give to the public concerned the information listed in this paragraph;

(g) With respect to paragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that procedures for public participation allow the public to submit comments, information, analyses or opinions that it considers relevant to the proposed activity.

(h) With respect to paragraph 8, measures taken to ensure that in a decision due account is taken of the outcome of the public participation.

(i) With respect to paragraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is promptly informed of a decision in accordance with the appropriate procedures.

(j) With respect to paragraph 10, measures taken to ensure that when a public authority reconsiders or updates the operating conditions for an activity referred to in paragraph 1, the provisions of paragraphs 2 to 9 are applied making the necessary changes, and where appropriate.
(k) With respect to paragraph 11, measures taken to apply the provisions of article 6 to decisions on whether to permit the deliberate release of genetically modified organisms into the environment.

	
· 
· 






(a) (i)  The RoL Law on Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposed Economic Activity approved the following two lists:

     - Proposed economic activities subject to an environmental impact assessment (Annex 1); 

     - Proposed economic activities subject to screening for environmental impact assessment (Annex 2). 

Activities of both lists are subject to the procedures of environmental impact assessment. The above lists include activities listed in Annex I to the Convention.

(ii) The RoL Law on Environmental Impact Assessment of the Proposed Economic Activity stipulates that the EIA procedure is applied where:
· the implementation of a proposed economic activity may affect sites of the European ecological network Natura 2000, and an institution in charge of the organisation of protection and management of protected areas establishes that this effect may be significant;  

· participants in the EIA process of a proposed economic activity demand, and the competent authority decides that screening for mandatory environmental impact assessment is conducted also in respect of the proposed economic activity not included in the said lists.

(b) The RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity defines the concepts of the public and the public concerned: 
“Public” shall mean one or more natural or legal persons and their organisations, associations or groups. 

“Public concerned” shall mean the public affected or likely to be affected by decisions, actions or omissions in the EIA sphere, or having an interest in the environmental impact assessment process. For the purpose of this definition, associations and other public legal entities (except for legal entities established by the state or municipalities or their bodies) organised under the procedure prescribed by legislation and promoting environmental protection shall be deemed to be the public concerned in all cases.  

The RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity stipulates that: 
· The public is a participant in the EIA process that is involved in environmental impact assessment procedures from the earliest stage including the publication of information on the prepared proposed economic activity EIA programme or the announcement of the screening conclusion; 
· All participants in the EIA process shall, during the carrying out of EIA procedures and until the competent authority adopts a decision, have the right to refer to the competent authority and EIA entities on issues falling within the scope of their competence by submitting in writing the information on possible violations in identifying, describing and assessing the likely effect of the proposed economic activity on the environment or when carrying out the EIA procedures; 
· The drafter of the EIA documents shall submit to the competent authority a report and a reasoned assessment of proposals from the public concerned. Where a proposed economic activity is subject to transboundary EIA procedures under the Espoo Convention, the drafter of the EIA documents also submits a reasoned assessment of proposals from a European Union member state and/or foreign state likely to feel the adverse effect on the environment;
· The competent authority shall have the right to request to repeat organisation of making a report available to the public where, after the report has been made available to the public, it is substantially amended, revised or supplemented in principle (for example, new locations, technology alternatives, mitigation measures, are proposed, etc.) upon receipt of reasoned conclusions of entities of environmental impact assessment and the reasoned requests of the competent authority to amend or supplement the report;
· The public concerned shall, under the procedure prescribed by legislation of the Republic of Lithuania, have the right of access to justice if it considers that its request submitted in accordance with the procedure laid down in laws on the right of access to information was unlawfully rejected, the reply to such request was inappropriate in part or in full or the request was not taken into account appropriately in accordance with laws on the right of access to information on the environment; and the right of access to justice concerning the protection of the public interest in disputing the substantive or procedural lawfulness of decisions, actions or omissions in the EIA sphere;  
· During the EIA publicity procedures, all citizens and non-governmental organisations involved in a public hearing process shall be registered, minutes of their speaking shall be kept and proposals made shall be registered and evaluated under the established procedure.
Detailed public participation procedures are laid down in the regulatory act Procedure for public information and participation in the EIA process of a proposed economic activity, which has been approved by an order of the RoL Minister of Environment. According to this Procedure, public information and participation procedures mean: 
· Notices on the EIA of a proposed economic activity (notice on screening conclusions as to whether the environmental impact assessment of a proposed economic activity is mandatory, and notice on the EIA programme developed);  
· Making the EIA report on a proposed economic activity available to the public; 
· Information on the decision taken concerning a proposed economic activity. 
The RoL Law on Environmental Protection guarantees the right of access to information on the environment; the right to participate in the EIA process of a proposed economic activity, make proposals regarding the mandatory nature of environmental impact assessment, and conduct public EIA. The Law ensures that state government, administration and control institutions must, within the sphere of their competence, comply with or dismiss, on a reasoned basis, the proposals of citizens, non-governmental organisations and other legal and natural persons concerning the issues of environmental protection; publish projects of economic activities which may have a harmful effect on the environment; take account of proposals from the public concerning the mandatory nature of the EIA for a proposed economic activity; evaluate proposals from the public concerning the EIA of a proposed economic activity and the likely effect of the proposed economic activity on the environment, and encourage citizens, non-governmental organisations and other legal and natural persons to participate in the adoption and implementation of decisions in the field of environmental protection.

The Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by the Government, the Regulation on the storage of MoE documents, provision of information according to public enquiries and servicing of visitors approved by the MoE and the Procedure for public information and participation in the EIA process of a proposed economic activity entitle the public to obtain all information from public authorities relating to environmental impact assessment. 








(c) The RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity and the Procedure for public information and participation in the EIA process of a proposed economic activity stipulate that the public concerned has the right, within 20 working days of the date of publication of the screening conclusion, to make proposals to the competent authority for reconsidering the screening conclusion.  
The competent authority (EPA and eight REPDs) must publish the adopted screening conclusion on their websites. 
Having received the screening conclusion from the competent authority as to whether the proposed economic activity is subject to mandatory EIA, the developer must inform the public about it by announcing the following information in the national press and the press of the city/cities or region/regions of the proposed economic activity, on the notice board of the municipality, and, wherever possible, on the radio and TV: the name, address and telephone of the developer of the proposed economic activity; what proposed economic activity will be carried out; the location (county, city, region, village, street) of the proposed economic activity; what competent authority has drawn the screening conclusion as to whether the environmental impact assessment is mandatory; where, when and until when more detailed information about the proposed economic activity can be obtained (the address and telephone of the developer is provided); to whom and until when reasoned proposals to reconsider the screening conclusion should be submitted (the address and telephone of the competent authority and the deadline of 20 working days from this notice are indicated); where one can obtain more detailed information about the screening conclusion and screening documents (the address and telephone of the competent authority, the developer or the drafter of EIA documents, and the deadline of 20 working days from this notice are indicated). The Procedure entitles the developer and the drafter of EIA documents to additional public information on their own initiative by publishing notices also at other places of public concentration (e.g. on notice boards of non-governmental organisations, shops and housing cooperatives), providing information by other means (e.g. surveys, involvement of the media, delivering notices to households, sending them by post, e-mail, etc.). 
Where requests or proposals to reconsider the screening conclusion have been received from the participants of the EIA process, the competent authority, having regard to whether public information meets the set requirements, upon expiry of the time limit for the submission of proposals, within 10 working days invites the organiser of the proposed economic activity, the drafter of EIA documents, EIA entities as well as representatives of the public concerned which have submitted proposals, by a letter indicating the reasons for reconsidering the screening conclusion, and in cooperation with them examines the proposals or requests and reconsiders the adopted screening conclusion. The competent authority keeps and produces minutes of the reconsideration of the adopted screening conclusion. Upon producing the minutes of the reconsideration of the screening conclusion and obtaining conclusions from all EIA entities, the competent authority within five working days draws the final reasoned screening conclusions concerning the mandatory nature of the EIA and issues an appropriate notice to the public by publishing the final screening conclusion on its website and submitting a written reasoned answer concerning the final screening conclusion to the members of the public concerned that have submitted requests. 
The competent authority indicates in the form of the final screening conclusion where, when and in what media the public was notified of the screening conclusion subject to reconsideration adopted by the competent authority, the reasons for reconsideration and the basis for adopting the final screening conclusion. The developer must inform the public of the final screening conclusion by publishing appropriate information in accordance with the established form in the media which announced the initial screening conclusion.  

The drafter of EIA documents provides the following information, prior to submitting the EIA programme to the EIA entities for consideration, in the specified public information media, and to the competent authority in writing (by e-mail): the name, address, telephone and fax of the developer of the proposed economic activity; the name, address, telephone and fax of the drafter of the EIA documents; the title of the proposed economic activity; the location (county, city, region, borough, village, street) of the proposed economic activity; the EIA entities that will consider the EIA documents and make conclusions within the scope of their competence; the competent authority that will take the decision on the permissibility of the proposed economic activity in the selected location; where, when and until when the EIA programme of the proposed economic activity is made available (the address and time are indicated, and a time limit of 10 working days for access to the EIA programme is recommended); information that proposals are to be submitted to the drafter of EIA documents (the address in indicated) and that copies of proposals may be submitted additionally to the EIA entities and the competent authority with the scope of their competence. The competent authority publishes the information received on its website.  
The Procedure entitles also drafters of EIA documents to additional public information on their own initiative by publishing notices also at other places of public concentration (e.g. on notice boards of non-governmental organisations, shops and housing cooperatives), providing information by other means (e.g. surveys, involvement of the media, delivering notices to households, sending them by post, e-mail, etc.). 
Upon receipt of proposals from the public concerned, the drafter of EIA documents must register them in accordance with the established form and reply in writing to representatives of the public concerned that have submitted the proposals informing them that their proposals will be included and evaluated in the EIA process of the proposed economic activity.  

Where proposals have been received from the public concerned, the competent authority, prior to approving the EIA programme, invites the organiser of the proposed economic activity, the drafter of EIA documents and the EIA entities to discuss the proposals, and also provides the proposals from the public concerned. The competent authority also issues invitations to representatives of the public concerned that have submitted the proposals. After the discussion, the competent authority produces minutes of the hearing and, upon examining the conclusions of all EIA entities and the proposals from the public concerned, approves the programme. Where proposals from the public concerned are received following the approval of the EIA programme, the competent authority forwards these proposals in writing to the developer of the proposed economic activity, notifying representatives of the public concerned about this. 
Upon preparing an EIA report on the proposed economic activity, the drafter of EIA documents must, not later than 10 working days before the scheduled public hearing, publish the following information in the said appropriate public information media and provide it in writing (by registered post) to representatives of the public concerned that have submitted the proposals: the name, address, telephone and fax of the developer of the proposed economic activity; the name, address, telephone and fax of the drafter of EIA documents; the title of the proposed economic activity; the location (county, city, region, borough, village, street) of the proposed economic activity; the EIA entities that will consider the EIA documents and make conclusions within the scope of their competence; the competent authority that will take the decision on the permissibility of the proposed economic activity in the selected location; where, when and until when the EIA report on the proposed economic activity is made available (the place, address, telephone and the time and schedule of making the EIA report available are indicated). The public must have the EIA report available not later than 10 working days before the scheduled public hearing; where and when the public hearing will take place (venue, address and time); to whom (the address of the drafter of EIA documents is indicated) and by what means proposals are to be made on issues of the EIA report on the proposed economic activity prior to the public hearing (e.g. in writing, by e-mail, etc.); and information that copies of the proposals may be submitted additionally to the EIA entities and the competent authority within the scope of their competence.  

A public hearing must take place and the EIA report must be exhibited at the administrative premises of the municipality (borough) or another chosen venue agreed with the municipality (borough) in the territory of which the economy activity is proposed, at a time after business hours convenient for the public (other than working days are recommended). The developer or the drafter of EIA documents must also create conditions for making the EIA report available to the public at their registered office. Persons wishing to obtain copies of EIA documents must compensate the developer’s expenses for copying. 
During the EIA publicity procedures, all citizens and non-governmental organisations participating in a public hearing process must be registered, minutes of their speaking must be kept and proposals made must be registered and evaluated under the established procedure. The time limit for making the minutes available to the public is three working days from the date of execution of the minutes. The public may submit written comments on the minutes to the organisers of the hearing who attach them to the minutes and indicate whether the comments have been approved or give the reasons why the comments are considered ungrounded. 
The public concerned has the right, within 10 working days from the public hearing, to have access to the EIA report at the said locations where the report is made public, and to make proposals to the drafter of EIA documents.  

Upon receipt of the EIA report on the proposed economic activity, the conclusions of the EIA entities on the report and the permissibility of the proposed economic activity and a reasoned evaluation of the proposals from the public concerned by the drafter of EIA documents, the competent authority organises the publication of a notice on its website. The notice must contain the following information:  the name, address, telephone and fax of the developer of the proposed economic activity; the name, address, telephone and fax of the drafter of EIA documents; the title of the proposed economic activity; the location (county, city, region, borough, village, street) of the proposed economic activity; the date by which the public concerned has the right to submit written requests on the EIA issues of the proposed economic activity to the competent authority and the EIA entities within the scope of their competence. The time limit for submission is 10 working days from the publication of this notice. Institutions reply to requests from the public in writing, and the competent authority, prior to adopting the decision, invites the EIA entities, the developer, the drafter of EIA documents and representatives of the public that have submitted the proposals to a discussion of the proposals.  

Having considered the EIA report, the conclusions of entities on the report and the feasibility of the proposed economic activity, a reasoned evaluation of proposals of the public concerned, also the reasoned proposals of the public concerned received in writing, and whether the report was made available to the public in accordance with the established requirements, the competent authority must, within 25 working days of the date of receipt of the report, take a decision on whether the proposed economic activity, with account of the provisions of relevant laws and other regulations, the nature of the activity and/or the impact on the environment, is permissible in the selected location, or make reasoned requests to amend or supplement the report, or organise a new public hearing.  

Where proposals have been received from the public concerned, the competent authority, prior to making the decision, invites the organiser of the proposed economic activity, the drafter of EIA documents and the EIA entities to discuss the proposals, and also provides the proposals from the public concerned. The competent authority also issues invitations to representatives of the public concerned that have submitted the proposals. After the discussion, the competent authority produces minutes of the hearing and, upon examining the conclusions of all EIA entities and the proposals from the public concerned, makes the decision. 
The competent authority must, within 10 working days of adoption of the decision on the permissibility of the proposed economic activity, publish information on the adopted decision on its website. The notice must specify the content of the decision and all the terms relating to it; the main reasons that served as the basis for adopting the decision; and the information on measures planned to avoid, mitigate or compensate the adverse effect of the proposed economic activity on the environment. Both the decision and the notice include the aspects of public information and participation in the EIA process, and where, when and how public information and participation occurred. The form of the decision and the information notice on the decision taken is approved by legislation. 
Upon receipt of the decision on the permissibility of the proposed economic activity at the selected location from the competent authority, the developer or the drafter of EIA documents must, within 10 working days, also notify the public of this by publishing information on the decision of the competent authority on the issue of the permissibility of the proposed economic activity at the selected location in the media (which carried information on the screening conclusion and the preparation of the programme). 
The EIA report must contain a detailed analysis of all issues provided for in the programme, present the documents of alternatives examined by the drafter of EIA documents and of public information and participation in the EIA process (copies of notices published, proposals of the public concerned and their evaluation, a list of participants of the public hearing and the minutes of the hearing), the environmental monitoring plan, information on technical and practical problems that arose to the organiser of the proposed economic activity or his authorised drafter of EIA documents in the EIA process, and a summary of all information discussed in the report. 
Under the RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity, all information relating to public information and availability of the EIA report to the public (information on the notices, notices in newspapers, proposals of the public and their evaluation, the minutes of the public hearing, the list of participants, etc.) is an integral part of the EIA report. Therefore, when making the decision, the competent authority has all information on public participation and submission and evaluation of proposals.

Where a proposed economic activity in the RoL territory may have a significant adverse impact on a state that is a party to the UN 1991 Convention on EIA in a Transboundary Context or where such a state demands EIA, the public must take part in the EIA process in accordance with this Convention, the RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity, international treaties of the RoL and relevant foreign states and other laws. 








(d) The public is a participant in the EIA process that is involved in EIA procedures from the earliest stage, including the publication of information on the prepared programme for the proposed economic activity EIA or the announcement of the screening conclusion. All participants in the EIA process, during the carrying out of EIA procedures and until the competent authority adopts a decision, have the right to refer to the competent authority and EIA entities on issues falling within the scope of their competence by submitting in writing the information on possible violations in identifying, describing and assessing the likely effect of the proposed economic activity on the environment or when carrying out the EIA procedures. 
The RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity and its implementing regulations stipulate that the drafter of EIA documents must register in accordance with the established form all proposals received from the public during the whole EIA process, evaluate them, prepare a reasoned evaluation of the proposals, reply in writing to representatives of the public concerned that have submitted the proposals informing them on how their proposals were evaluated, and organise a public hearing for making the EIA report available to the public. Prior to adopting the decision, the competent authority invites representatives of the public concerned who have submitted the proposals and other participants in the EIA process for a discussion of their proposals. 

(e) Under the procedure laid down in the Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits, public information and participation in the process of issuance of permits is organised by the EPA. The IPPC Rules define the terms “the public concerned” and “the public”. The “public” means one or several natural or legal persons, their associations, organisations or groups. The “public concerned” means a public affected or likely to be affected by the adoption of decisions to issue or change the permit or its conditions or having an interest in the adoption of these decisions. According to this definition, associations and other public legal entities (with the exception of legal entities established by the state or a municipality or institutions thereof) established in accordance with the procedure laid down in legal acts and promoting environmental protection are in any case deemed the public concerned.
The EPA ensures that the RoL public concerned is given early and effective opportunities to participate in the procedure for: issuing a permit for new installations; issuing a permit for any substantial change; issuing or changing a permit where the application of exceptions provided for in the IPPC Rules is suggested; changing a permit where the results of monitoring show that the pollution caused by the installation is significant (e.g. constant violation of the environmental, public health and other regulatory requirements). The EPA must, not later than within five working days of receipt of an application, issue a notice of this fact to the Regional Environmental Protection Department in the territory of which the proposed economic activity is to be conducted, the public and always to the executive body of the relevant municipality. The notice to the public and/or the municipality of an application received must contain the following information: 
1. The title of the proposed economic activity (the name of the installation) for which a permit is to be issued or changed, the address and information on the proposed economic activity to be carried out in the installation. 
2. Where (the EPA postal and website addresses are indicated), when (the time and date by which the information will be made available are indicated) and how the application received is to be made available to the public (except for that which the operator has indicated as a commercial (industrial) secret). 
3. The name of the authority adopting a decision on the issuance or change of a permit, from which information may be obtained and to which comments or questions may be submitted, and to whom, in what manner and by which date proposals or comments in the application and the issuance or change of a permit are to be submitted.  
4. Information on consultations with an EU member state, where such consultations have taken place. 
5. Information on the possible nature of the decision on the issuance or change of a permit. 
6. Data on the public participation and consultation measures applied (where the information has been published, and where the proposals made and the permit issued will be made available). 
The executive body of the municipality is informed of this in writing and the public is notified by publishing the said information on the EPA website and in the press (in a local, regional or national newspaper respectively). 
The public concerned has the right of access to the information for at least 10 working days from the date of publication of the information on an application received. The public concerned is entitled to submit proposals and comments on the issuance or change of the application and a permit from the date of publication of the notice on the receipt of the application. The executive body of the municipality must submit comments within seven working days of the date of provision of the information on an application received. Upon the expiry of the time limit for public information, the EPA publishes on its website the proposals received from the public concerned and the executive body of the municipality and the reports received from the operator relating to the establishment of the conditions for a permit or references to them, if such information was received. 
When submitting comments and proposals on the application and the issuance or change of a permit, a representative of the public concerned must indicate his/her full name (or the name of the organisation), address and telephone number. The EPA must register comments and proposals received and examine and evaluate them prior to adopting a decision on the acceptance or rejection of the application. Prior to adopting a decision to issue/change or not to issue/change a permit, the EPA informs in writing representatives of the public concerned who have submitted proposals and the operator of the results of the evaluation of the comments and proposals from the public concerned. The EPA must, not later than within three working days, publish on its website electronic versions of permits issued or changed and information on the cancellation of permits. 
In all cases where the EPA adopts a decision to issue or change a permit, it publishes the following information on its website: 
1. The content of the decision, including a copy of the permit or its change. 
2. The reasons on which the decision is based.
3. The results of consultations held and an explanation how they were taken into account when adopting the decision.
4. The titles of the best available techniques (BAT) reference documents relating to the appropriate installation or activity. 
5. How the permit conditions are established in accordance with the BAT and emission levels prescribed by the BAT, including the emission limit values. 
6. Where the provided exclusion has been applied, the reasons for its granting based on the established criteria and conditions. 
Where the information relating to the issuance or change of a permit is not indicated, but is important for a representative of the public concerned, upon request of the representative, the EPA provides information on where the desired information may be obtained, if any, the procedure applied to the collection of the information, including methods of analysis, sampling and further processing of samples, or references to the standardised procedures applicable.  

The public concerned as well as non-governmental organisations that promote environmental protection and meet the requirements prescribed by the Lithuanian law, and other interested parties have the right to appeal EPA decisions, actions or omissions related to the acceptance of an application or issuance, change or cancellation of a permit, including the participation of the public, to court as of the date of the EPA decision to accept or reject the application for the permit, following the procedure established by the law.

The EPA must, within the scope of its competence, ensure that practical information regarding the right to appeal decisions, actions or omissions related to the issuance, change or cancellation of a permit including the participation of the public, to court or any other competent authorities, is made available to the public.

The procedure for the limitation of emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOC) due to the use of organic solvents in certain activities and installations approved by Order No 620 of the Minister of Environment of 5 December 2002 (Žin., 2003, No 15-634; No 64-2913; 2003, No 3-93) in line with the requirements of Directive 1999/13/EC stipulates that regional environmental protection departments must ensure that, under the procedure laid down in the Rules for the Issuance, Renewal and Cancellation of Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control Permits, the competent authority must ensure that the following is made available to the public: a copy of a permit and its subsequent updates; information on the mandatory environmental requirements and rules applied to operators of installations and a list of the types of registered activities and the types of activities for which permits have been granted; and the results of monitoring VOC emissions to ambient air required under the permit issuance or registration conditions. These requirements are applied with account of the restrictions provided for in Section 3 of the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public. 

(f) The competent authority must publish on its website, and the developer or the drafter of EIA documents must announce in the media the information on the decision taken concerning the permissibility of the activity in terms of environmental impact. This information must include: 
1. The developer of the proposed economic activity (name, address and telephone).
2. The drafter of EIA documents (name, address and telephone).

3. The title of the proposed economic activity.
4. The location of the proposed economic activity (county, municipality, borough, city or village). 
5. A description of the proposed economic activity (brief overview of the proposed economic activity). 
6. A description of measures planned for avoiding, mitigating or compensating the adverse environmental impact or eliminating its consequences (key measures are indicated).

7. Conclusions presented by the EIA entities (with an indication of whether approval was issued by all EIA entities). 
8. Public information and participation (when and in what media the notices were published, when the public hearing took place and how the proposals from the public were taken into account). 
9. The nature of the decision of the competent authority (the proposed economic activity is permissible/not permissible), the date of its adoption and conditions related to it, and the main reasons on which the decisions was based). 
10. Where and when more detailed information on the adopted decision on the permissibility of the proposed economic activity at the selected location can be made available to the public. 




(g) The drafter of EIA documents registers all proposals received from the public throughout the assessment process in accordance with the established form, evaluates them, prepares a reasoned evaluation of the proposals, replies in writing to representatives of the public concerned who have submitted the proposals informing them about the evaluation of their proposals, and organises a public hearing to make the EIA report available. Prior to making a decision, the competent authority examines the reasoned evaluation of all proposals from the public concerned that was carried out by the drafter of EIA documents and invites representatives of the public who have submitted proposals and other parties to the process for a discussion of their proposals. 
Proposals from the public concerned regarding the EIA of the proposed economic activity are registered during the whole process in accordance with the established form: item No; the date of receipt of a proposal of the public concerned; the date of submission of a proposal of the public concerned; full name (name) and address of the representative of the public concerned; and the proposals of the public concerned and the circumstances. 
The drafter of EIA documents carries out a reasoned evaluation of proposals of the public concerned. This evaluation is an integral part of the report which is made available and accessible to the public and provides information on how their proposals were evaluated. The form of the evaluation of proposals of the public concerned contains: item No; full name (name) and address of the representative of the public concerned; the proposals of the public concerned; and the reasoned evaluation of the proposals from the public concerned. 





(h) The forms of decisions taken by the competent authority are established by law and are drawn up on a letter form.  

The screening conclusion must contain the following information:

1. Who provided information for the screening (name, address and telephone).
2. The developer of the proposed economic activity (name, address and telephone).

3. The title of the proposed economic activity.

4. The location of the proposed economic activity (county, city, district or village). 
5. A brief description of the proposed economic activity.

51. The significance of the impact of the proposed economic activity on sites of the European ecological network Natura 2000. 
6. Comments and proposals.

7. The main reasons on which the conclusion was based. 
8. The screening conclusion made.
The final screening conclusion must contain the following information:
1. The screening conclusion being reconsidered.  

11. Where, when and in what media the public was informed of the screening conclusion made by the competent authority that is being reconsidered. 
2. The developer of the proposed economic activity (name, address and telephone).

3. The title of the proposed economic activity.

4. The planned location of the proposed economic activity (county, city, district or village).

5. A brief description of the proposed economic activity.

51. The significance of the impact of the proposed economic activity on sites of the European ecological network Natura 2000.

6. Who and for what reasons submitted the request for reconsidering the screening conclusion. 
7. Participants of the environmental impact assessment who took part in reconsidering the screening conclusion. 
8. Comments and proposals.

9. The main reasons on which the final screening conclusion was based.

10. The final screening conclusion made.

The decision on the feasibility of the proposed economic activity must contain the following information:

1. The developer of the proposed economic activity (name, address and telephone).

2. The drafter of environmental impact assessment documents name, address and telephone).

3. The title of the proposed economic activity.

4. The location of the proposed economic activity (county, city, district, village or any other location). 
5. A description of the proposed economic activity (key technical and economic indicators, alternatives discussed, etc.). 
6. A description of measures planned for avoiding, mitigating or compensating the adverse environmental impact or eliminating its consequences.

61. The significance of the impact of the proposed economic activity on sites of the European ecological network Natura 2000.

7. Conclusions submitted by the environmental impact assessment entities (nature, date, letter No): health care institution, fire prevention authority, cultural heritage protection authority, local government institution and other environmental impact assessment entities. 
8. Public information and participation (where, when and how public information and participation occurred). 
9. Transboundary consultation.

10. Conditions established in the decision. 
11. The main reasons on which the decision was based. 
12. The nature of the decision (the proposed economic activity is permissible/not permissible). 







(i) The competent authority publishes the screening conclusions made on its website, indicating the date by which proposals for reconsidering the screening conclusion may be submitted. The final screening conclusion is published on the website of the competent authority. When publishing information on the adopted decision on its website, the competent authority must provide full information contained in the decision. 
Having received the screening conclusion from the competent authority as to whether the proposed economic activity is subject to mandatory EIA, the developer must inform the public about it by announcing the following information in the national press and the press of the city/cities or region/regions of the proposed economic activity, on the notice board of the municipality, and, wherever possible, on the radio and TV: the name, address and telephone of the developer of the proposed economic activity; what proposed economic activity will be carried out; the location (county, city, district, village, street) of the proposed economic activity; what competent authority has made the screening conclusion as to whether the environmental impact assessment is mandatory; where, when and until when more detailed information about the proposed economic activity can be obtained (the address and telephone of the developer is provided); to whom and until when reasoned proposals to reconsider the screening conclusion should be submitted (the address and telephone of the competent authority and the deadline of 20 working days from this notice are indicated); where one can obtain more detailed information about the screening conclusion and screening documents (the address and telephone of the competent authority, the developer or the drafter of EIA documents, and the deadline of 10 working days from this notice are indicated). The Procedure entitles the developer and the drafter of EIA documents to additional information of the public on their own initiative by publishing notices also at other places of public concentration (e.g. on notice boards of non-governmental organisations, shops and housing cooperatives), providing information by other means (e.g. surveys, involvement of the media, delivering notices to households, sending them by post, e-mail, etc.). 

Upon receipt of the decision on the permissibility of the proposed economic activity at the selected location from the competent authority, the developer or the drafter of EIA documents must, within 10 working days, also notify the public of this by publishing information on the decision of the competent authority on the issue of the permissibility of the proposed economic activity at the selected location in the media (which carried information on the screening conclusion). 








(j) The RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity stipulates that the screening conclusion made by the competent authority is valid for three years from the date of its publication, and the decision is valid for five years from the date of its adoption. In accordance with the procedure laid down in the RoL Law on EIA of the Proposed Economic Activity and the Specification for the examination of EIA documents of the proposed economic activity at the MoE and institutions subordinated to the Ministry and the approved criteria, the competent authority is entitled to extend the term of validity of the screening conclusion on EIA and the decision on the feasibility of the proposed economic activity. In extending the term of validity of the screening conclusion or the decision, the competent authority is guided by the following criteria: 
1. The organiser of the proposed economic activity has provided substantiated information on that the following other procedures have already been carried out for the proposed economic activity: an application for an integrated pollution prevention and control permit has been filed; a land use planning document for the proposed economic activity has been drawn up and submitted for harmonisation (where drawing up such a document is mandatory); the design of the structure has been prepared and submitted to the authority issuing construction permits (where preparing a design is mandatory) and/or a document permitting construction has been issued (where obtaining such a document is mandatory);  
2. The organiser of the proposed economic activity has provided substantiated information on that the information for screening (on the location, the nature and status of land use of adjacent plots, the economic activity, sources of the likely impact and measures for mitigating the impact), based on which the screening conclusion was made, has not changed; and that the information provided in the report (on the location, the nature and status of land use of adjacent plots, the economic activity, sources of the likely impact and measures for mitigating the impact), based on which the decision on the feasibility of the proposed economic activity was adopted, has not changed; 
3. At least 20 working days remain from the submission of the request to the expiry of the term of validity of the screening conclusion or the decision. 
The decisions must indicate the reasons of the organiser of the proposed economic activity for the extension of the term of validity of the screening conclusion or the decision on the proposed economic activity; the reasons of the competent authority based on which the decision on the extension of the term of validity of the screening conclusion or the decision was adopted; the nature of the decision on extension (extended/not extended) and time limit of such extension. The competent authority informs the organiser of the proposed economic activity of the adopted decisions in writing and notifies the public of this by publishing the adopted decisions on the website of the competent authority. 

(k) A regulation for public information and participation in issuing permits for the use of genetically modified organisms (Žin., 2003, No 62-2832; 2006, No 4-127) has been drafted in accordance with the RoL Law No. IX-375 on Genetically Modified Organisms of 12 June 2001 (Žin., 2001, No 56-1976; 2003, No 34-1419; 2006, No 77-2967), the Aarhus Convention, Council Directive 2001/18/EC and Council Directive 2009/41/EC. This Regulation was approved in 2003 by Order No 299 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 2003. This document regulates information and participation of the public in issuing permits for the use of genetically modified products.

The Regulation applies to public information and participation in issuing permits and authorisation for contained use of GMMs/GMOs, deliberate release into the environment or placing on the market of GMOs as products or as a constituent of other products.

The MoE organises the compilation and storage of information on the use of genetically modified organisms and their products in the RoL and making such information available to the public through the GMO Database (http://gmo.am.lt), and this is done without violating any information confidentiality or intellectual property rights.

	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 6.

	Detailed description of compensatory measures for the property in the assessment stage. Recently the public has raised increasingly more questions unrelated to environmental impact assessment, environmental protection and public health, but rather linked with property relationships. The public is often opposed to the size of compensatory payments. 

	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions in article 6.

	The following is published on the MoE website under the rubric “Environmental Impact Assessment”: the Manual for Environmental Impact Assessment; the Guidance on the Interpretation of Definitions of Certain Project Categories in Annexes I and II of the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive; the Guidance on Integrating Climate Change and Biodiversity into Environmental Impact Assessment (in English); the Guidance on Integrating Climate Change and Biodiversity into Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment (in English); the Guidance for the Interpretation of Judgments of the Court of Justice on Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects; the Guidance on the Strategic Environmental Impact Assessment of Plans and Programmes; the Leaflet on Public Participation in the Environmental Impact Assessment Process (Practical Advice) and a chart; legislation on environmental impact assessment; information on transboundary environmental impact assessment; statistical data on environmental impact assessment; potential drafters of environmental impact assessment documents; a list of models that may be used for conducting environmental impact assessment; and further information for participants of the environmental impact assessment process. 
Seminars are held for participants of the EIA process (including competent authorities, environmental impact assessment entities, drafters of environmental impact assessment documents and non-governmental organisations). 

	Give relevant website addresses, if available:

	http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://krd.am.lt; http://vrd.am.lt; 

http://www.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/1138; http://ard.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://krd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://mrd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://srd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://urd.am.lt/VI/index.php; http://vrd.am.lt/VI/index.php; www.srd.am.lt; www.vstt.lt; http:/www.meteo.lt/naujiena.php?id=525;    http://www.meteo.lt/paslaugos.php; http://www.meteo.lt/klausimai.php; http://prd.am.lt/VI/index.php


Article 7
	List the appropriate practical and/or other provisions made for the public to participate during the preparation of plans and programmes relating to the environment, pursuant to article 7. Describe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

	The description of the regulation for the strategic environmental assessment of plans and programmes approved by a RoL Government resolution contains the definition of “the public” and other terms used in the Description, including the concept of “public concerned” defined in the Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5-75; 2010, No 70-3472). 
Article 52 of the Law on Territorial Planning (Žin., 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 21-617). 
Article 34 of the Law on Territorial Planning (Žin., 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 21-617). 
Article 19 of the Law on Territorial Planning (Žin., 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 21-617). 
The Law on Equal Treatment (Žin., 2003, No 114-5115; 2008, No 76-2998) establishes the duty of public and municipal authorities and institutions to implement equal treatment.  

The opportunity of the public to participate in the development of plans of protected areas shall be defined by the said provisions of the participation of the public in the process of territorial planning. The public may submit proposals from the very start of the planning process. The developed plans shall be provided to the public during public hearing. If no consideration is given to proposals, the public may apply to the authority supervising the territorial planning or to court. Consolidated provisions guarantee equal opportunities for the public to participate in processes and do not create any preconditions for discrimination under the grounds provided in Article 3(9) of the Aarhus Convention. 

The description of the regulation for the strategic environmental assessment of plans and programmes ensures consulting with the public, consideration of the results of such consulting and other procedures ensuring the transparency; the public will be able to participate in the assessment of the solutions of the territorial planning documents as well as other plans and programmes, and the originators of a plan or a programme shall inform the public about the adopted decision. If it is decided that the strategic environmental assessment is not carried out, the originator of a plan or a programme shall inform where the reasons behind such decision are made available to the public. The originator of a plan or a programme shall consult the public and provide it with the report and the draft plan/programme, and - if the assessment is related to the solutions of the territorial planning documents - the report and the solutions developed at the stage of formulation of the concept of the plan. The originator of a plan or a programme shall inform the public about the adopted decision and indicate where the following is made available to the public: the approved plan or the programme; provided means for the monitoring of the implementation of the plan or the programme; the description, which briefly indicates how environmental issues are reflected in the plan or the programme; to what extent the adoption of the decision gave considered information provided in the assessment report, conclusions of the entities of the assessment, proposals submitted by the public; to what extent the adoption of the decision gave considered the results of cross- border consulting, if any; why the consideration of alternatives led to the selection of the adopted alternative of the concept of the plan, the programme or the territorial planning document.

The description of the regulation for the participation of the public in the strategic environmental assessment of plans and programmes and for the information of the entities of assessment and the EU Member States approved by the order of the RoL Minister of Environment ensures that that public shall be provided with the opportunity to participate in the strategic environmental assessment of plans and programmes, it shall be consulted and it shall be able to participate in a public hearing of the report of the strategic environmental assessment, and that the public shall also be provided with the opportunity to know the decisions adopted in relation to the adoption and/or approval of a plan or a programme. 



When performing territorial planning, strategic environmental assessment of plans and programmes and procedures ensuring the transparency of environmental impact assessment, all citizens and public organisations participating in the public hearing shall be registered, their speeches shall be recorded, and their proposals shall be registered and assessed according to the established procedure.

Public consulting documents (certificates of the submission of proposals, minutes certifying availability to the public, the list of participants, information about announcements) shall form an integral part of the assessment report of the strategic environmental assessment. Therefore, when making decisions, competent authorities shall have statistical data on the participation of the public.




The public is informed at the initial stage; it can submit proposals and actively participate in the process. Information is provided in writing in respect of each proposal submitted by the public when the submitted proposals are approved; also, reasoned refuse to consider the proposals is provided. The material of procedures ensuring the transparency forms an integral part of territorial planning documents; such material includes a report on the participation of the public and a summary of received proposals. 

For the purpose of providing the public with the access to information about ambient air quality, ambient air quality management programmes and plans for their implementing measures, enabling the public to participate in the decision making, and for the purpose of implementing Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe, Article 4(1) of the RoL Law on Ambient Air Protection (Žin., 1999, No 98​-2813; 2010, No 54-2468) provides that the MoE and the MoH shall establish the procedure of informing the public, authorities and institutions concerned about the levels of ambient air pollution; Article 4(3) establishes that the ambient air quality management programmes and plans for their implementing measures developed by executive municipal authorities in order to prevent limit or other values of pollution and alert thresholds established by this law from being exceeded must be made available to the public, while Article 9 establishes that if am alert threshold is exceeded, institutions authorised by the MoE and the MoH shall promptly inform the public and take measures to reduce a threat to human health and the environment following the procedure established by the MoE and the MoH. For the purpose of the implementation of the provisions of this law, the new wording of the description of the procedure of informing the public, authorities and institutions concerned about the levels of ambient air pollution (Žin., 2009, No 157-7111; 2010, No 82-4363) was approved by Order No D1- 803/V-1065 on 24 December 2009, while Order No D1-284 of 12 April 2010 of the Minister of Environment (Žin., 2010, No 43-2071) respectively amended the description of the procedure of informing the public and public participation in the drafting of plans and programmes for ambient air and water protection and waste management approved by Order No D1-381 of 26 July 2005 by the Minister of Environment.
The participation of the public in the development of special plans of natural framework and ecological network, landscape, zones of protected areas and their boundaries, management plans shall be regulated by the Law on Territorial Planning. The key legislation enabling the public to participate in the development of plans and programmes related to environmental protection are as follows: the Law on Territorial Planning (Žin., 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 21-617), Provisions on the Participation of the Public in the Process of Territorial Planning approved by Resolution No 1079 of 18 August 1996 of the Government of the Republic of Lithuania (Žin., 1996, No 90-2099; 2004, No 112-4189; 2007, No 33-1190).
The development of the water management system based on RBDs involves the cooperation with national experts and scientists, public and municipal authorities from various sectors. 
The EPA and the LGS presented the management plan for the Nemunas RBD and the programme of measures approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1098 of 21 July 2010. National and foreign experts and scientists were involved in the development of the management plan. The development of the management plan commenced in June of 2008. The public and various authorities have been receiving information about the plan under development since the very start of the project.

A management plan is a document intended to protect and improve the aquatic environment. It assesses various effects in the Nemunas RBD and proposes measures to solve the existing problems. It also provides information about the current condition of the Nemunas RBD, risk waters and the economic analysis of water use.

The management plan of the Nemunas RBD and the programme of measures to achieve water protection objectives in the Nemunas RBD were approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1098 "On the Approval of the Management Plan of the Nemunas RBD and the Programme of Measures to Achieve Water Protection Objectives in the Nemunas RBD" of 21 July 2010.

The EPA and the LGS drafted management plans and programmes of measures for Lielupe, Venta and Daugava RBDs.

Management plans include the summary of water characteristics of RBD, the effects of human activity on the condition of waters, the condition of waters and environmental issues, water protection objectives and measures to achieve them.

Programmes of measures state the key and the auxiliary measures as well as cost of measures. These drafts have been submitted for coordination with the public and the parties concerned, published on the EPA website and in the draft registration subsystem of the legislation information system of the RoL Parliament (http://www.lrs.lt/tais_tapis/). The public and the parties concerned are encouraged to comment on the draft management plans and programmes of measures and to submit their proposals.

The public has the right to receive information about the quality of water, to participate in environmental impact assessment of the economic activity, to participate in the territorial planning, to initiate the drafting or amendment of legislation, to actively participate in the implementation of such legislation, to state its opinion and to submit proposals, to set up communities and to represent the opinion of such communities, and to carry out voluntary monitoring of waters.

The key RoL legislation regulating the services of drinking water supply and waste water management, being the services of general interest, is the RoL Law on Drinking Water Supply and Waste Water Management (Žin., 2006, No 82-3260) and the RoL Law on Local Self-Government (Žin., 1994, No 55-1049; 2008, No 113-​4290). Pursuant to the said legislation, the abstraction and supply of drinking water and provision of waste water management facilities in the territory of a municipality is the duty of municipalities (Article 11 of the Law on Drinking Water Supply and Waste Water Management). Pursuant to Article 11(2) of the said law, municipal councils shall execute the rights and duties of the owners of the drinking water supply and waste water management infrastructure intended for water supply or members of enterprises controlled by a municipality/municipalities that own the infrastructure.

Pursuant to the provisions of Article 6(30) of the Law on Local Self-Government, the organisation of drinking water supply and waste water management are independent functions of municipalities (set out (assigned) by the Constitutions and laws). Municipalities perform such functions within the scope of their competence prescribed by the Constitution and laws, and within the scope of their undertakings to the community. When implementing the said functions, municipalities shall enjoy the freedom of initiative of decisions, their adoption and enforcement as granted by the Constitution and laws, and shall be responsible for the fulfilment of the said functions. With due consideration to the above, municipalities shall, when implementing the said legislation, ensure the universality and availability of drinking water supply and waste water management services, being services of general interest, to all residents of the municipality.

For the purpose of the implementation of the provisions of Article 4 of the RoL Law on the Implementation of the Law on Drinking Water Supply and Waste Water Management (Žin., 2006, No 82-3261), municipalities had to develop plans for the development of water supply and waste water management infrastructure by 30 June 2008; such plans had to state infrastructure development stages within the territory of a municipality, deadlines for the completion of work, the required investments so as to provide 95% of the residents of the municipality with uninterrupted drinking water supply and waste water management services meeting the quality requirements by 31 December 2014. It is the duty of a municipality to indicate methods (to be included in the infrastructure development plan) of drinking water supply and waste water management in cities, towns, settlements, villages, gardeners' communities, districts and other residential locations within the municipality.
Articles 30 to33 of the Law on Territorial Planning (Žin., 1995, No 107-2391; 2004, No 21-617) provide that territorial planning documents must be publicly presented and available to the public. Both natural and legal persons shall have the right of access to the concept of planning documents and to the planning documents themselves, and shall have the right to submit comments.

	Explain what opportunities are provided for public participation in the preparation of policies relating to the environment, pursuant to article 7.

	The Statute of the RoL Parliament (Žin., 1994, No 15-249; 1999, No 5-97) provides that draft laws submitted for public consideration shall be published on the website of the Parliament. In publishing such drafts, the names of persons who prepared and initiated them must be indicated. 

The RoL legislative rules approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1244 of 30 September 2009 provide that in order to find out the public opinion on a problem and its solution methods, it is better to assess favourable and adverse effects of the proposed legal regulation and its implementation costs, to ensure the transparency of its regulation and to enable the public to influence the contents of a certain solution, to consult with the public. The drafter the law shall establish the time period for holding consultations. Unless the law provides otherwise, consultation methods (assemblies of the parties concerned, polls, public meetings, invitation of representatives, other methods to find out opinions) shall be selected by the drafter of the law. The following shall be stated when announcing public consultations (in the website of the institution): the scope of consultations (goals, target groups, the subject of consultations); proposed alternative solutions and their expected effects. The drafter of the law may present an auxiliary document for consultations, viz. the final list of questions to be answered by the target group/groups. Information on the summarised results of consultations are announced in the website of the institution with due consideration to the proposals, opinions and responses received during consultations.

For the purpose of the implementation of the European Landscape Convention, Lithuania seeks to increase the activity of the public in shaping the Lithuanian landscape policy and in decision making in this field. 

The public is informed and has an opportunity to state its opinion on all laws and regulations being drafted.

The Lithuanian landscape policy and its implementing legislation, strategic planning documents of protected areas, e.g. the progress of the development of the management programme of protected areas, shall be described in the MoE website, and the public shall be invited to submit proposals. When the drafting of this document commenced, a meeting with social partners (NGOs, scientific institutions, etc.) was held regarding objects and problem issues to be analysed in the management programme of protected areas. Similar meeting with social partners is expected to be held when the drafting of the document comes to a close.
Public participation in the drafting of land use planning documents is regulated by the RoL Law on Territorial Planning. The right of the public to information on land use planning is guaranteed, land use planning documents drafted are made available to the public, and the public may participate in the planning process, make proposals or dispute the concepts of land use planning documents. Free access to information is ensured for individuals as provided for in Article 3(9) of the Aarhus Convention.   

The public is entitled to participate in decision-making on plans and programmes of national, regional, district and local level, and in strategic EIA procedures. 

	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 7.

	Specification of compensation measures concerning property at the time of planning and strategic environmental assessment. Currently, the majority of issues raised by the public are related to property relations rather than with environmental impact assessment, environmental protection or public health. The public often disagrees with the amount of compensation payment; there were cases when the proposed activity was not carried out as a result of the failure to agree on the amount of payments. 

There is a shortage of data on specific solutions and potential effects during the preparation and performance of the strategic environmental assessment of plans and programmes at their earliest stage, which affects risk assessment. It is difficult to assess alternatives.
Problems of communication among institutions. For example, information of the public about territorial planning poses a problem of announcing information in websites of municipalities; in some cases deadlines established by the legislation for announcing information are not observed. 

The problem of the area of announcement: information about territorial planning is published in local newspapers; therefore, it is more difficult for persons who own land in the planned territories and live in other areas to obtain information. 
The public has not been active in the drafting of strategic documents of a higher hierarchical level. 
In defending the public interest, the Klaipėda Regional Prosecution Service has requested a court to annul the land use plan for the land plot located in Vėžaičiai village, Klaipėda district (cadastral No 5568/0009:38) approved by Decision No 101 of the Klaipėda District Municipality Council of 3 October 1996 approving the land use plan for the Vėžaičiai household waste landfill. One of the reasons for the request was that the investigation had not provided any data on the public hearing procedures of the land use plan, which contradicted the provisions of Articles 23(1)(2), 25(1), 26, 27 and 28 of the Law on Territorial Planning. 
By its judgment of 5 July 2013, the Klaipėda Regional Administrative Court rejected the prosecutor’s request for the annulment of the said decision as ungrounded in the administrative case No I-137-609/2013 in accordance with the request of the Applicant, the Klaipėda Regional Prosecution Service, to the Defendant, the Klaipėda District Municipality Council, and the third interested parties, including the State Territorial Planning and Construction Inspectorate under the Ministry of Environment, the National Land Service under the Ministry of Agriculture, the non-governmental organisation Vėžaičiai Community, Klaipėdos regiono atliekų tvarkymo centras UAB, V. G., R. S., Z. S., V. T., etc. The court has stated in the judgment that Article 22(1)(4) of the Law on Territorial Planning stipulates that the requirements for the territory management and use regime, unless they violate the laws or other legal acts and the establishing institution gives its approval thereof  in writing, may be adjusted during the preparation of the construction technical design. As the household waste landfill of Vėžaičiai village is currently not in use, no economic activity is being conducted there and no construction permit has been issued, it should be deemed that, for implementing the planned objectives in the contested territory, the requirements for the territory management and use regime could only be adjusted in accordance with the requirements of the law and upon obtaining the approval of the authorities that have issued the requirements. The court has taken into account the doctrine of the RoL Constitutional Court concerning the protection of legitimate expectations, security of legal relationships and assurance of legal certainty, and the fact that a long time has elapsed since the adoption of the land use planning document under appeal. At present, the case and the appeal have been referred to the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania. The Klaipėda Regional Administrative Court has rejected the request of the prosecutor defending the public interest on the basis of Articles 85 to 87, 88(1) and 127 of the Law on Administrative Proceedings of the Republic of Lithuania (Žin., 1999, No 13-308; 2000, No 85-2566).









	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions in article 7.

	The LHS carries out public surveys with a view to evaluating the services delivered and taking account of the public opinion and needs in the development of strategic action plans. 
Information on land reform land management projects under development is published on the website of the National Land Service at www.nzt.lt under the rubrics “Activities” and “Land Use Planning Documents”. 

	Give relevant website addresses, if available:

	http://www.am.lt (the rubric “Environmental Impact Assessment”). http://krd.am.lt; www.nzt.lt; www.srd.am.lt 

http://www.vstt.lt  http://www.vstt.lt/VI/index.php#r/60 http://www.gamta.lt

	


Article 8
	Describe what efforts are made to promote effective public participation during the preparation by public authorities of executive regulations and other generally applicable legally binding rules that may have a significant effect on the environment, pursuant to article 8. To the extent appropriate, describe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9.

	In Lithuania, the participation of the public in the drafting of laws and regulations (including laws and regulations in the field of environmental policy) is regulated by general provisions stated in the Law on the Citizens' Legislative Initiative (Žin., 1999, No 1-5), which guarantees the right of the citizens' legislative initiative; the Law on Petitions (Žin., 1999, No 66-2128), which enables to apply to public authorities demanding or proposals to deal with important issues and, whenever necessary, to adopt, amend, supplement or repeal an applicable law or regulation. Pursuant to the Law on the Citizens' Legislative Initiative, all citizens shall have the right to submit proposals regarding the drafting of a law or regulation, while the Statute of the Parliament (Žin., 1994, No 15-249; 1999, No 5​97; 2000, No 86-2617) (Articles 126, 143, 147 et al) provides an opportunity to submit draft laws to the public for debating. By its decision "On the Information of the Public About Draft Laws and Regulations" (Žin., 1997, No 109-2769), the Board of the Parliament established that draft laws and regulations registered with the Secretariat of the Parliament Sittings would be published in the Informaciniai pranesimai supplement to the Official Gazette. Article 7 of the Law on Public Administration (Žin., 1999, No 60-1945; 2006, No 77-2975; 2008, No 123-4657) states that entities of public administration must consult about administrative decisions related to general legitimate public interests with organisations representing public interests in a particular field (associations, trade unions, representatives of other non-governmental organisations) and in cases provided for by laws - also with residents or groups thereof. Information about a method of consultation, its participants and results must be announced in the website of an entity of public administration that has prepared a draft administrative decision.

The Rules of Procedure of the RoL Ministry of Environment (Žin., 2006, No 65-2408; 2006, No 118-4511; 2007, No 9-364; 2007, No 104-4268; 2008, No 75-2970; 2009, No 31-1236; 2009, No 39-1489; 2010, No 13-635) provide that working groups may be set up by the order of the Minister for the drafting of laws and regulations; such working groups may include representatives of the administrative subdivisions of the Ministry, institutions under the Ministry or institutions subordinated to the Ministry, other ministries, public and municipal authorities and institutions as well as organisations.

	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of article 8.

	

	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on public participation in the field covered by article 8.

	In the section “Draft Laws” of the LHS website, representatives of the public may have access to draft laws prepared by the Lithuanian Hydrometeorological Service and submit appropriate comments and proposals to this Service. 

	Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

	


Article 9
	List legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on access to justice in article 9. 

Explain how each paragraph of article 9 has been implemented. Describe the transposition of the relevant definitions in article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement in article 3, paragraph 9. Also, and in particular, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) Any person who considers that his or her request for information under article 4 has not been dealt with in accordance with the provisions of that article has access to a review procedure before a court of law or another independent and impartial body established by law;

(ii) Where there is provision for such a review by a court of law, such a person also has access to an expeditious procedure established by law that is free of charge or inexpensive for reconsideration by a public authority or review by an independent and impartial body other than a court of law;

(iii) Final decisions under this paragraph are binding on the public authority holding the information, and that reasons are stated in writing, at least where access to information is refused;

(b) Measures taken to ensure that within the framework of national legislation, members of the public concerned meeting the criteria set out in paragraph 2 have access to a review procedure before a court of law and/or another independent and impartial body established by law, to challenge the substantive and procedural legality of any decision, act or omission subject to the provisions of article 6;

(c) With respect to paragraph 3, measures taken to ensure that where they meet the criteria, if any, laid down in national law, members of the public have access to administrative or judicial procedures to challenge acts and omissions by private persons and public authorities which contravene provisions of national law relating to the environment.

(d) With respect to paragraph 4, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The procedures referred to in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3 provide adequate and effective remedies;

(ii) Such procedures otherwise meet the requirements of this paragraph;

(e) With respect to paragraph 5, measures taken to ensure that information is provided to the public on access to administrative and judicial review.

	The right of access to justice and a review procedure before a court of law are provided for in the following national legislation: 
1) The Civil Code (Žin., 2000, No 74-2262).
2) The RoL Law on Administrative Proceedings (Žin., 1999, No 13-308).
3) The Code of Administrative Offences (Žin., 1985, No 1-1).
4) The RoL Law on Environmental Protection (Žin., 1992, No 5-75).
5) The RoL Law on State Control of Environmental Protection (Žin., 2002, No 72-3017).
The right of access to justice for judicial protection is a fundamental right of a person laid down in both national and international laws. The right to judicial protection in the settlement of administrative disputes is set forth in Article 5(1) of the Law of the Republic of Lithuania on Administrative Proceedings (Žin., 1999, No 13-308; 2000, No 85-2566) which stipulates that every entity concerned shall be entitled to apply to court, in the manner prescribed by law, for the protection of his infringed or contested right or interest protected under law. The Supreme Administrative Court has stated more than once that, under the provisions of Articles 5(1) and 22(1) of the Law on Administrative Proceedings, the right to lodge a complaint (application) concerning an administrative act adopted by an entity of public administration or about the said entity’s act (or omission) shall be vested in persons when the said persons believe their rights or interests protected under law have been infringed upon. Thus the Law establishes the procedural right of a person to have access to justice and stipulates that it is sufficient for such access for the person to believe that his or her tights or interests protected under law have been infringed upon, i.e. the person has sufficient subjective awareness of the infringement of his or her rights or legitimate interests (e.g. Ruling of the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania of 28 August 2009 in the administrative case No AS442-505/2009).

Article 5(3)(3) of the Law on Administrative Proceedings provides that a court takes the action upon administrative proceedings according to an application from a prosecutor, entities of administration, state control officials, other public authorities, bodies, organisations or services or natural persons in cases prescribed by law concerning the protection of state or other public interests. Article 56(1) of the same Law states that in cases established by law the prosecutor, the entities of administration, public authorities, agencies, organisations, services or natural persons may apply to court with a petition for the protection of the public interest or protection of the rights of the state, municipality and persons as well as the interests protected by laws. In its case-law, the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania has consistently advocated the position that the public interest, when applying the Law on Administrative Proceedings, should be understood as that which is objectively significant, necessary and valuable for the public or its part, while the right of entities provided for in the law to protect the public interest in administrative proceedings is the right, in established cases, to apply to an administrative court in protecting that which is objectively significant, necessary and valuable for the public or its part (Rulings of the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania in the administrative cases: No A3-11/2004 of 23 January 2004; No A13-1725/2005 of 23 November 2005; No A3-64-2007 of 19 January 2007; No A146-335/2008 of 25 July 2008 and No A882-65/2009 of 12 February 2009). Each time that a question arises whether a certain interest, for the protection of which an application to a court is being lodged, should be deemed public and protected and safeguarded as the public interest, a court examining such a case must determine whether failure to protect that interest under the procedure prescribed by law would lead to the violation of the values laid down in and protected by the RoL Constitution (Ruling of the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania in the administrative case No A525-781/2009 of 29 June 2009). It should be noted also that the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania in its Ruling of 24 October 2006, No A-39-1775-06, has stated that on 31 October 31 the RoL ratified the Aarhus Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters where Article 9(2) regulates the right of non-governmental organisations, within the framework of their national legislation, to have access to justice in protecting the public interest in the environmental sphere. Therefore, non-governmental organisations helping with the solution of environmental problems and acting under the requirements of national legislation have the right of access to an administrative court in protecting the public interest in the environmental sphere where that may have a significant impact on the environment.  

Article 5(3) of the RoL Code of Civil Procedure also stipulates that, in cases prescribed by law, prosecutors, national and municipal authorities and other persons may bring proceedings or lodge an application for protecting the public interest. In its Ruling of 16 January 2013 in civil case 3K-3-112/2013, the Supreme Court of Lithuania, in accordance with the provisions of the Aarhus Convention, the Court of Justice case-law with respect to the application of the Directives implementing the Aarhus Convention and the fact that communities are legal entities (their legal form being an association) acting in accordance with the RoL Law on Associations and their own statutes where environmental protection is set forth as one of their activities, has found that the listed circumstances were sufficient for the courts to acknowledge the communities as part of the public concerned within the meaning of the Aarhus Convention and, hence, entitled to judicial protection. It is noteworthy that ensuring the right to a healthy and clean environment as one of the objectives of the state is also a public interest, while any infringement of this right usually causes legal consequences for an identified number of entities. Thus the circumstance alone that the legislature has failed to establish a procedure for bringing a group action may not create obstacles for the collective defence of a common interest or breach the provisions of Article 5 of the Code of Civil Procedure within the context of the applicants’ constitutional right to judicial protection. 
     (a) The right of persons to receive information held by or intended for public or local self-government authorities shall be regulated by general as well as special (regulating the field of environment) laws and regulations.
The Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, No 86-3220; 2010, No 19-864). 

The RoL Law on the Right to Receive Information from Public and Municipal Authorities and Institutions consolidates the general principle that public and local self-governing authorities and institutions must provide persons with information held by such authorities and institutions (Article 3(1) of the Law). The procedure of provision of environmental information, the rights and duties of persons are consolidated in regulatory enactments. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the RoL Law on Public Administration, entities of public administration shall consider applications (including applications to provide environmental information) submitted by persons in accordance with the Rules for the Consideration of Applications Submitted by Persons and for the Provision of Services to such Persons by Public Administration Authorities, Institutions and Other Entities of Public Administration (hereinafter referred to as the Rules) approved by Government Resolution No. 875 of 22 August 2007. 
A person shall have the right to file a complaint with the RoL Parliamentary Ombudsman about the abuse of office by and bureaucracy of public servants or other violations of human rights and freedoms in the field of public administration following the procedure established by the RoL Law on the Parliamentary Ombudsmen. 

Similar provisions are provided by a special regulation intended for the environmental sector, viz. the Description of the Regulation for the Information of the Public About the Environment in the RoL approved by Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 of the RoL Government (hereinafter referred to as the Description of the Regulation). 
A decision of the Administrative Disputes Commission may be appealed to the Administrative Court following the procedure established by the RoL Law on Administrative Proceedings.

Pursuant to the provisions of the Description of the Regulation, a person shall have the right to apply, first of all, to the Administrative Disputes Commission, and - only if he/she disagrees with the decision of the said Administrative Disputes Commission - to court. Such legal regulation is established in order to ensure that the person has access to an expeditious procedure established by law that is free of charge or inexpensive for review by an independent and impartial body other than a court. 
It should be noted that, pursuant to Article 15(1) of the Law on Administrative Disputes Commissions, effective decisions of Administrative Disputes Commissions shall have a binding effect on entities the decisions of which are appealed. Similar provisions are stated in Article 14(1) of the RoL Law on Administrative Proceedings, which provides that an effective court decision, ruling and order shall have a binding effect on all public authorities, officers and public servants, enterprises, agencies, organisations, other natural and legal persons and must be executed within the entire RoL territory. The court decision shall be in writing and shall be reasoned. 

(b)  Article 5(1) of the RoL Law on Administrative Proceedings provides that every entity concerned shall be entitled to apply to court, in the manner prescribed by law, for the protection of his infringed or contested right or interest protected under law, while Article 56 of the same Law states that in the cases established by law the prosecutor, the entities of administration, public authorities, agencies, organisations, services or natural persons may apply to court with a petition for the protection of the public interest or protection of the rights of the state, municipality and persons as well as the interests protected by laws.

(c)  Article 5 of the RoL Civil Code provides that any interested person may apply to court for the protection of his infringed or contested right or interest protected under law, while Article 49(1) of the Code states that in the cases established by law the prosecutor, public and municipal authorities and other persons may file a claim for the protection of the public interest.

(d) Both natural and legal persons (including community-based organisations) shall have the right to apply to court for the protection of their interests protected under law or when protecting the public interest on environmental issues. In this relation the case-law concerning the right of communities to apply to court for the protection of the public interest in the environmental field under the Aarhus Convention should be mentioned. In its Ruling of 24 October 2006, the Supreme Administrative Court of Lithuania stated that on 31 October 2001 the RoL ratified the Aarhus Convention Article 9(2) of which regulated the right of community-based organisations to apply to courts for the protection of the public interest in the field of environment. Therefore, community-based organisations that help deal with environmental issues and that operate under the provisions of national laws and regulations shall have the right to apply to the administrative court for the protection of the public interest in the field of environment, as provided by Article 56(1) of the RoL Law on Administrative Proceedings. The laws of Lithuania guarantee the opportunity for associations and other persons to apply to courts regarding environmental issues, and in this way respective provisions of the Aarhus Convention are being implemented. 

(e) As it was mentioned before, laws and regulations that regulate the right of persons to information about the environment state that any person who thinks that his request to provide environmental information was not considered or was considered improperly shall be entitled to apply to the Administrative Disputes Commission or court. 

The Provisions of the RoL Law on Administrative Proceedings and the Code of Civil Procedure provide an opportunity for all persons to apply to court regarding decisions, acts or omissions of public or municipal authorities or other persons.

Pursuant to Article 7(2) of the RoL Constitution, only laws which are published shall be valid in the RoL. This provision of the Constitution is implemented by the RoL Law on Procedure of Publication and Coming into Force of Republic of Lithuania Laws and Other Legal Acts. Pursuant to the provisions of the said law, only laws and regulations which are officially published (in the Official Gazette, media and official websites of authorities) as prescribed by this law shall be valid, thus ensuring that legal entities know which law or regulation is appropriate, has access to the full version of the law or regulation and can follow it. Thus, the public is provided with information about the right to administrative and legislative review procedure. 

It should be noted that, pursuant to Article 8(2) of the RoL Law on Public Administration, an individual administrative act must specify the appeal procedure. The appeal procedure must also be specified in decisions of Administrative Disputes Commission and courts.


	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 9.

	

	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions on access to justice pursuant to article 9.

	

	Give relevant web site addresses, if available:

	http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/3; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/8; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/ka.php3#r/177; http://stoteles.gamta.lt/; http://oras.gamta.lt/cms/index;: www.vrd.am.lt; http://krd.am.lt; www.vrd.am.lt; www.srd.am.lt


Article 6 bis and Annex I bis
	Concerning legislative, regulatory and other measures that implement the provisions on public participation in decisions on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of genetically modified organisms in article 6 bis, describe:

(a) With respect to paragraph 1 of article 6 bis and:

(i) Paragraph 1 of annex I bis, arrangements in the Party's regulatory framework to ensure effective information and public participation for decisions subject to the provisions of article 6 bis;

(ii) Paragraph 2 of annex I bis, any exceptions provided for in the Party's regulatory framework to the public participation procedure laid down in annex I bis and the criteria for any such exception;

(iii) Paragraph 3 of annex I bis, measures taken to make available to the public in an adequate, timely and effective manner a summary of the notification introduced to obtain an authorization for the deliberate release or placing on the market, as well as the assessment report where available;

(iv) Paragraph 4 of annex I bis, measures taken to ensure that in no case the information listed in that paragraph is considered as confidential;
(v) Paragraph 5 of annex I bis, measures taken to ensure the transparency of decision-making procedures and to provide access to the relevant procedural information to the public including, for example:

a. The nature of possible decisions;

b. The public authority responsible for making the decision;

c. Public participation arrangements laid down pursuant to paragraph 1 of annex I bis;

d. An indication of the public authority from which relevant information can be obtained;

e. An indication of the public authority to which comments can be submitted and of the time schedule for the transmittal of comments.

(vi) Paragraph 6 of annex I bis, measures taken to ensure that the arrangements introduced to implement paragraph 1 of annex I bis allow the public to submit, in any appropriate manner, any comments, information, analyses or opinions that it considers relevant to the proposed deliberate release or placing on the market;

(vii) Paragraph 7 of annex I bis, measures taken to ensure that due account is taken of the outcome of public participation procedures organized pursuant to paragraph 1 of annex I bis;

(viii) Paragraph 8 of annex I bis, measures taken to ensure that the texts of decisions subject to the provisions on annex I bis taken by a public authority are made publicly available along with the reasons and the considerations upon which they are based;

(b) With respect to paragraph 2 of article 6 bis, how the requirements made in accordance with the provisions of annex I bis are complementary to and mutually supportive of the Party's national biosafety framework and consistent with the objectives of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on Biodiversity.

	     RoL Law No IX-375 on Genetically Modified Organisms of 12 June 2001 (Žin., 2001, No 56-1976; 2003, No 34-1419; 2006, No 77-2967);

     Order No 602 "On the Formation of a GMO Management Supervisory Committee and the Approval of Its Regulations" of 18 December 2001 of the RoL Minister of Environment (Žin., 2001, No 111-4053; 2013, No 72-3611); 
Order of the RoL Minister of Environment of 18 October 2004 approving the regulations for the information system of genetically modified organisms (Žin., 2004, No 157-5735; 2012, No 17-786);

     Order No. D1-225 "On the Approval of the Description of the Regulation for the Deliberate Release into the Environment and Placing on the Market of GMOs" of 29 April 2004 of the RoL Minister of Environment (Žin., 2004, No 71-2487; 2006, No 124-4710; 2007, No 30-1118; 2011, No 120-5674);

     The Description of the Regulation for the Information of the Public About the Environment in the RoL approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2005, No 26-831, No 86-3220; 2010, No 19-864);
     Order No 299 "On the Approval of the Procedure for Public Information and Participation in Decision-Making on the Deliberate Release into the Environment and Placing on the Market of Genetically Modified Organisms" of 11 June 2003 of the RoL Minister of Environment (Žin., 2003, No 62-2832; 2012, No 107-5438). 




(a) (i) In Lithuania, the state management of GMOs is regulated by the GMO Law (Žin., 2001, No 56-1976; 2003, No 34-1419; 2006, No 77-2967). Article 12 of this law establishes that the public shall have the right to participate in the making of decisions relating to the use of GMOs and genetically modified products and to receive information thereon, according to the procedure established by laws and regulations. State management of activities involving the use of GMOs is performed in Lithuania by the MoE. All draft laws and regulations concerning GMOs and all applications received in relation to the use of GMOs shall be considered by the GMO management supervisory committee consisting of the representatives of public authorities concerned and community-based organisations' debates are held and all opinions are considered. The GMO management supervisory committee was approved by Order No 602 of 18 December 2001 of the Minister of Environment.
The Procedure for public information and participation in decision-making on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of GMOs (hereinafter the “Procedure”) regulates the procedures for public information and participation in decision-making on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of GMOs; the requirements for public information upon taking decisions on the contained use, deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of genetically modified microorganisms and genetically modified organisms. This Procedure has been drawn up to implement Directive 2001/18/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 12 March 2001 on the deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms and repealing Council Directive 90/220/EEC (OJ 2004 Special edition, Chapter 15, Volume 6, p. 77) as last amended by Directive 2008/27/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 March 2008  (OJ 2008 L 81, p.45), and Directive 2009/41/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 6 May 2009 on the contained use of genetically modified microorganisms (OJ 2009 L 125, p. 75). The purpose of the Procedure is to establish early and effective public information and participation before decision-making on the issuance of an authorisation/approval for the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of GMOs, and to ensure that the public is granted an appropriate opportunity to express their opinion on such proposed decisions. 
(ii) In accordance with the Procedure for public information and participation in decision-making on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of GMOs, public information and participation procedures include notifications of the proposed activity in accordance with the Description of the Regulation for the Deliberate Release into the Environment and Placing on the Market of GMOs approved by Order No D1-225 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 29 April 2004.






· 
· 
· 
· 


· 
· 
· 


· 
· 

(iii) The MoE AM organises the publication of publicly available information on GMOs on the GMO information system (http://gmo.am.lt) that is regulated by the Regulations of the GMO information system approved by Order No D1-115 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 2 February 2012, without prejudice to the confidentiality of such information, personal data protection and intellectual property rights. 

The public is entitled to obtain  written information on GMOs in accordance with written requests under the procedure laid down in the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2010, No 19-864).


(iv) In the notification issued according to the Description of the Regulation for the Deliberate Release into the Environment and Placing on the Market of GMOs approved by Order No D1-225 of the RoL Minister of Environment 29 April 2004 (Žin., 2004, No 71-2487; 2006, No 124-4710), the notifier may provide information the disclosure of which can damage its competitiveness and therefore it should be considered confidential. In such case the notifier must provide the MoE with documents supporting the said confidential nature, and it must be possible to verify such documents.


· 
· 
· 
· 



(v) Pursuant to the Specification of the procedure for the provision of information on the environment in the RoL to the public (hereinafter the “Specification”) approved by RoL Government Resolution No 1175 of 22 October 1999 (Žin., 1999, No 90-2660; 2010, No 19-864), the adopted procedure for the provision of information must be made available to the public. Paragraph 21 of the Specification provides that authorities must prepare and disburse (within their competences) information defined in paragraph 22 of the Specification and help the public access such information. They ensure due information of the public about its rights provided by the Specification and the provision of related information and advice. Authorities shall make every effort to ensure easy access for the public to information on the environment, which is available for or intended for such authorities, using public telecommunication facilities (websites, e-databases), or to ensure that such information is stored in a form or format enabling immediate recovery or receipt by computer telecommunication or other electronic facilities.
(vi) In accordance with the Procedure for public information and participation in decision-making on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of GMOs, any person may submit proposals to the MoE, which, in his or her opinion, are related to the type of the proposed activity, in writing or electronic format within 30 days of the date of publication of information on the release into the environment of genetically modified organisms in the public information media. Proposals received are registered in accordance with the form set out in Annex 1 of this Procedure, and the notifier is informed thereof without delay. In taking a decision on an activity in accordance with the Description of the Regulation for the Deliberate Release into the Environment and Placing on the Market of GMOs, proposals are given a reasonable evaluation, and it is determined whether the proposals are grounded and should be taken into consideration. The MoE has the right to ignore proposals after the expiry of the time limit for their submission. 




(vii) Pursuant to the Description of the Regulation for the Deliberate Release into the Environment and Placing on the Market of GMOs, the MoE conducts public consultation in accordance with the Procedure for public information and participation in decision-making on the deliberate release into the environment and placing on the market of GMOs. For public consultation, the time limit of 90 days may not be extended for more than 30 days.

(viii) The MoE AM organises the publication of publicly available information on GMOs on the GMO information system (http://gmo.am.lt) that is regulated by the Regulations of the GMO information system approved by Order No D1-115 of the RoL Minister of Environment of 2 February 2012 (Žin., 2012, No 17-786), without prejudice to the confidentiality of such information, personal data protection and intellectual property rights. 


(b) UNEP-GEF Project No GFL/2328-2716-4935 “Support for the Project on the Implementation of National Biosafety Framework (NBF) for Lithuania” was implemented from 2006 to 2010. The said project financed seminars for experts (e.g. GMO environmental risk assessment), conferences, national training for specialists (e.g. for inspectors of the State Food and Veterinary Service), release of publications (e.g. Regulation of Safe Application of Modern Biotechnology and Administration when Implementing Biosafety Framework for Lithuania); project consultants and scientists participated in several radio and TV broadcasts, other media in relation to safe use of GMOs and the effects of GMOs on the environment and human health. Sociological public opinion polls were taken in 2007-2010. In 2012, the market research company Eurotela conducted a survey of 1082 Lithuanian respondents using funds of the RoL Ministry of Environment. The survey polled respondents from Lithuania’s counties, distributing them in proportion to the number of residents in each specific region. 
For the purpose of implementation of the provisions of Regulations (EC) No 1829/2003 and No 1830/2003 of the European Parliament and of the Council stipulating key requirements for safe use of GMOs or their products, a Molecular Biology and Genetically Modified Organism Section was established at the National Food and Veterinary Risk Assessment Institute in 2003. This institution controls the placement of GMOs or their products on the market and performs state laboratory control on security and use. The National Veterinary Laboratory carries out qualitative and quantitative research for identification of genetic modification of all genetically modified food products, veterinary preparations and industrial feedingstuffs. 

It carries out research to assess the threat of genetically modified plants to biodiversity.

	Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of article 6 bis and annex I bis.

	The sociological opinion poll conducted in 2012 has revealed that most respondents have heard of modern biotechnology and genetically modified products. GMOs have been known to the public for a considerable period of time, and information on GMOs has been provided in Lithuania for more than 10 years. In recent years, information on GMOs has become more readily available (comprehensible) to the public at large. The respondents’ knowledge of biosafety (the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety) is much poorer than that of GMOs. Most respondents have heard nothing of this before.  

The main source of public information on GMOs is the radio and TV, the Internet and periodicals. 

	Provide further information on the practical application of the provisions of article 6 bis.

	

	Give relevant website addresses, if available:

	http://gmo.am.lt; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/3; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/index.php#r/8; http://klrd.am.lt/VI/ka.php3#r/177; http://stoteles.gamta.lt/; http://oras.gamta.lt/cms/index
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