GUVERNMENT OF ROMANIA
MINISTREY OF ENVIRONMENT

Minisier’s Cabinet

M arald  SMMNLSCho eyl
Ref: Infomenon from Roruna segardir o the (urmulest Port procect, m the Republbc of

Moldova, as requested v the lmplementanion Committee in the lemrer dated ™ April 2000
(FIA/IC/INFO/ )

Dyear Mr. Schrage,

With reference to vour letter dawed 7" of Apal 2000, regarding coacise canshoundary ELA
procedural information appled for the Gilargi slest Parr project, ir clading nonfeaton, 1 have
thez honor to convey & veod the tollowmg:

Reomania, as an Affectes. Pare, participansd s the mansboundary FIA procedure which has
been initated by the Fepualic of Moldea, on dhe baziz on the documenation recemved,
mn:zhdirg notificanon. Fowcver, ot kas alse come to our attendon from press releases thar the
pa ssenger's teemimal is of crtng Sbae project has been Bnalized and approved.

lt = our opanton that 1he bdateril proce:s for this issve has not een fnalzed The Fial
Decizion has never bedn commueoicated 19 Romania and it 15 nor ciear that the comiments
sebmitted Ly the Romanan parry were tal cnomto scoount. Also, the Post-Projeot Analvses hus
been requested by Rorunia and sonsequently bith countmes will watch over the possible
ehegts of the acnviwes 1 the port o the Fomanizn and Moldavian teeritory,

Pl B artached o the Hi=lE letsee t - gt d imlogmator oo the 11;4_1|!-i|_1-|_||_|1|_-;hr:|; ElA
procedure Far Giurgiube i port as well as e exac Jares of the steps mken.

Me would kindly require vour assist wy i osabmitng Romania’s resposise w0 the
Irwplement: mon Compuncee,

Please sccepi, dear Mr. Schrage, the assure co of oor hiphest consuleranon.
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Nicola !'I'-l I':.]'l-*! IR 7‘_1{1
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Romania’s response to the letter (ref. EIA/IC/INFO/3) dated 7™ April 2009, of the
Implementation Committee under the Convention on Environmental Impact
Assessment in a Transboundary Context

(a) Regarding the different activities at the Giurgiulesti Port, according to the notification
received by Romania we can enumerate the following:

- Receiving, sending and transshipment of white oil products, receiving crude oil in oil
terminal of capacity 1000000t/ year;

- Receiving, sending and transshipment of goods and cereals in goods terminal of capacity
500000 t/year;

- Passenger traffic — passenger terminal of capacity 10 000persons/year

- Processing crude oil — refinery of capacity 1000000 t/year crude oil.

(b) Regarding the state expertise, permitting or consent, Romania considers that this item
can only be addressed by the party of origin for this project. Romania, as an affected party
took part in the transboundary EIA procedure which is described below.

(c) Regarding the Transboundary EIA procedure, including notification, as well as the
exact dates of the steps taken, please find below the information requested:

- Republic of Moldova notified Romania on 10™ of November 2006 about the
construction of Giurgiulesti International Port, according to the EIA procedure in a
the transboundary context (letter n0.5816/10.11.2006 of the Embassy of Republic of
Moldova in Romania; the notification made was in Romanian and in the format
adopted by Decision 1/4, no EIA was included, the construction period indicated
was 20006-2015 (in 3 stages) and the operational period indicated was 2015-2045, the
notified countries were Romania and Ukraine.

- Romania expressed its intention to participate in the procedure and into
consultations by transmitting the letter dated 12" of December 2006. The intention
to participate into consultation was reiterated on 8" of February 2007 by the
Romanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

- On 12" of October 2007 Republic of Moldova Embassy in Bucharest transmitted
the EIA Report to the Ministry of Environment in Bucharest. The documentation
was received in English and only in paper format. The EIA Report was elaborated by
the consortium of Witteveen+Bos BV and Bureau Waardenburg (Dutch companies)
in cooperation with state institutions of Republic of Moldova. The next step for
Romania was to review the EIA Report together with the specialized directorates
within the ministry (such as water department, nature department) and the National
Administration “Romanian Waters”. In the same time the EIA Report (scanned page
by page) was made available to the concerned stakeholders, including the public, on
the ministry’s web page. The comments and proposals received from the authorities
and the public were analyzed in order to formulate an opinion on the project and the
accompanying documentation.



The Romanian Ministry of Environment transmitted comments on the EIA Report
on 27" of March 2008 to Republic of Moldova. The letter was signed by Minister
Attila Korodi (letter n0.1011/2008) and was organized under four items. The first
item was dedicated to the possible effects on biodiversity, hydro-morphology of the
river and accidental pollution, the second item was a request of further information
including the EIA for the oil terminal as it resulted that such an EIA was elaborated
in 1996, the third item was the WWF point of view to which the Ministry of
Environment requested answers and the fourth item was the Ministry of
Environment request for post project analysis.

The clarifications on the above mentioned letter were received from Republic of
Moldova on 18" of August 2008; no reference was made to the post project analysis.
On 2™ of October 2008 Romania transmitted to Republic of Moldova a letter
requiring some other aspects to be taken into consideration, especially in the final
decision. Consequently, the final decision on this project must include the following:
1. Permanent monitoring of the port activities and the neighborhood biodiversity;

2. The obligation to take immediately preventive measure in case of imminent threat
of a damage on the neighborhood species and habitats, on water and land and the
obligation to take remedy measures in case of damage;

3. The obligation to announce immediately the Romanian environmental authorities
and to decrease and even stop such activities;

4. Establishment of a transboundary cooperation mechanism for biodiversity
conservation within the Natural Park of Lower Prut Plain, Lakes Manta and Beleu
and Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve.

5. The post project monitoring provided by art. 7 of the Convention;

Romania received, on 30" of December 2008, the answer to the proposals and
aspects mentioned in the letter of 2™ October 2008. The answer was sent by the
Embassy of Republic of Moldova in Bucharest. In this reply, the Republic of
Moldova endeavored to respond to the specific comments put forward by Romania;
it was mentioned, as well, that the Romanian proposals sent in December 2008 were
not transmitted within the established period. In this respect, we must stress the fact
that we did not agree previously upon a specific deadline. That is why we consider
that this contention is groundless.

The answer was not clear on whether the comments transmitted by Romania were
taken into account by the authorities of the Republic of Moldova when issuing the
final decision. Romania did not receive the final decision for this project. The
operation of Giurgiulesti port represents a further subject of interest for us, in terms
of an adverse impact on the Romanian territory, due to its location on one of the
most important boundary rivers of Romania.



