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Policy guidance document  

Expert group meetings - working on the policy guidance 
document: Berlin (30-31 January 2014), Bonn (12-13 June 2014)  
Financially supported by Germany 
 
Peer review 
 
Final checking by WHO 



* It shows you that there are 
numerous ways to improve small 
systems – there is something in 
this box of chocolate for 
everyone! 

* It does not only describe dry 
theory – focus on practical case 
studies! 

* 42 examples from 18 countries 
across the entire region! 

Policy guidance document  

Why should you read this document? 



* In the WHO European Region, an 
investment of US$ 1 in small-scale water 
supplies results in a mean return 
ranging from US$ 2-21 
 

* Strong links exist between the 
provision of safe drinking-water and 
safe sanitation practices – holistic 
approach 
 

Policy guidance document  

Why should you take action as illustrated in the document? 
 



Policy guidance document  

13th IWA Specialized Conference on Small Water and Wastewater Systems, Athens, Greece, 14-16 September 2016 

Baseline analysis and 
target setting 

Legislation and 
regulations 

Technical standards 
and guidance 

Surveillance 

 

Costing and financing 

 

Education, qualification 
and training 

Advocacy and 
awareness-raising 

Cooperative 
arrangements/ networking 

Protection of sources 
of drinking-water 

Sanitation planning 

 

Water and sanitation 
safety planning 



Policy guidance document  

13th IWA Specialized Conference on Small Water and Wastewater Systems, Athens, Greece, 14-16 September 2016 

Boxes, including information 
from survey 

Case studies from across 
the entire region 



Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Skopje, 17 June 2015) 
* Specific challenges related to SSWSS and capacities  

of the government to address these in policies 
* Relevance of SSWSS as target areas 
 
Kyrgyzstan (Bulan Sogottu, 21–22 September 2015)  
∗ Aspects of SSWSS and possible related policy action  
∗ Key next steps for improvement, stakeholder involvement  
 
Albania (Tirana, 28-29 September 2016)  
∗ Supporting development of national targets 
∗ Building capacities towards improving management and 

public health surveillance of SSWSS in Albania 
 
National consultations in Serbia and Armenia 

National workshops applying the policy 
guidance document and national 
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Improving the evidence base 

Status of small-scale water supplies in the Region 
 

*First time this regional data is collected 

*Response rate of 81% 

*Covers both individual wells and small- 
scale public systems 

*Presents baseline information on  
small water supplies, but also  
demonstrates areas of data gaps 



Improving the evidence base 

*Definitions vary− small-scale water supplies, 
decentralized, non-piped 

 

*Almost ¼ of the population rely on SSWS 

 

*In 5% of the cases, neither independent 
surveillance nor self-checking required for SSWS 
– lack of data relevant for SDG reporting 

 

*No minimum qualifications or competences 
required for operators of small public supplies in 
48% of the responses 



Tools for safe 
management of 
small systems – 
link to programme 
area 5 

Implementing field demonstration projects  

WSP field guide available in English and Russian at http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/water-safety-
plan-a-field-guide-to-improving-drinking-water-safety-in-small-communities  

WSSP compendium available in English, Macedonian, Romanian and Russian at 
http://www.wecf.eu/english/publications/2014/WSSP-Publication.php  

http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/water-safety-plan-a-field-guide-to-improving-drinking-water-safety-in-small-communities
http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/water-safety-plan-a-field-guide-to-improving-drinking-water-safety-in-small-communities
http://www.wecf.eu/english/publications/2014/WSSP-Publication.php
http://www.wecf.eu/english/publications/2014/WSSP-Publication.php
http://www.wecf.eu/english/publications/2014/WSSP-Publication.php


Field demonstration projects applying the tools 

RA of the water source 

Awareness raising World Water Day  

WSSP in Romania and the  
former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

WSP facilitators‘ training TJK 

Field visit to small water supply 

Classroom based training 
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Objective: promote collaboration, exchange of 

information and experiences between EECCA 
countries and the network - possibilities for 
collaboration and mutual support 
 

* Attended by representatives from 12 
countries from the EECCA region, as well as 
international experts 
 

∗ Financed under the Advisory Assistance 
Programme of Germany 

 

Information sharing and regional networking  
∗ The seventh meeting of the International Small Community Water 

Supply Management Network (in Bishkek, June 2014, Kyrgyzstan) 



 
∗ Inspiration for setting targets on 

SSWSS 
∗ Confirmed the added value of 

one‐off RADWQ’s for SSWSS 
∗ Input to revision of Vol 3 GDWQ 
∗ Introduced and launched new 

WSP tools for small systems 
∗ Identified possibilities for 

collaboration, mutual support and 
knowledge exchange between 
EECCA countries 

Information sharing and regional networking  

∗ The seventh meeting of the International Small Community Water 
Supply Management Network (in Bishkek, June 2014, Kyrgyzstan) 



Side event 

IPH of Serbia 

Small-scale water supplies and sanitation in the European Region 
 

15 November 13.30-14.30 hrs 
 

room E1014/16 
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