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BACKGROUND

 As the global agenda to decarbonise the transport and energy sector gains momentum, 
commitments to climate action are accelerating the adoption of clean energy technologies

 Critical raw materials (CRM) will play an important role in the global economy
 This energy transition presents real economic benefits to producer countries, especially the 

resource-rich low-income countries in say Africa, South America and Asia.
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Preliminary observations
• The UNRMS project is timely as the Zambian government is in the processes 

revising mining policy (Principle 1, state rights and responsibilities)
• ASM is a growing sector and characterised by significant participation of local 

groups e.g. women and youths (Principle 4, social engagement)  
• ASM operations targeting mine waste; issues of safety; governance of these 

“new resources”, novel ways of exploting these resources come to the fore 
(principles to do with circularity and health & safety) 

• Waste water usage; Zambia has some of the wettest mines, but has been 
plagued by drought (principles of circularity, innovation, responsibility to the 
planet)

• Best practice by large scale mines, can other players in sector learn from 
that……….collaborations between sector players vital (?)
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