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• Current situation: few mining projects are active in France
• Only few Critical Raw Materials projects are under production

• Bauxite mines
• Several high purity Si and Mg quarries for metallurgy 

• Current exploration activity: 
• Lithium (geothermal brines and hard rock deposits)
• Tantalum and niobium in Guyana
• Fluorite mines on hold

• France is a country without an obligation to declare resources
• Historical data: old exploration targets, mostly data from geological 

survey from the 80s and stored in the national mineral resources 
inventory 

Current status
Type Subtitle Here



CRM projects?

• First work in France in 2022, evaluation of CRM projects after EU 
Commission/DG GROW request

• Which CRM projects select?
• For primary resources

• Mines/quarries under production
• Exploration/feasibility projets ongoing 
• Old mines & old exploration permits
• Natural occurrences without any project by the past are neglected 
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Sites with resource estimation, ore grade and tonnage/volume
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• For primary resources 
• National metallic mineral resources inventory 
• Mining registry
• Industrial minerals database (for Si & Mg)
• Industrial facilities database (for Si & Mg)
• For active projects  public company data

• Project/company website, press releases, scientific articles, S&P 
Global

• For mining wastes 
• Anthropogenic mineral resources inventory
• Mining waste directive data
• No active projects in mining waste recovery

Data collection
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Mining registry

- Name/ID
- Commodities

- Status (active/inactive, 
pending)

- Ownership 

National mineral 
resource inventory

- Historical production
- Resource estimation

E axis

G axis

- Evaluation by default for 
inactive projects

F axis
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Connect historical data with UNFC
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Exploration permit, expired in 
1989

Gold and antimony
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Mining registry
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• Database maintained by the 
geological survey

• Supposed resources 9250 t of 
Sb, no compliant with any 
standard

• Estimation done in the 80s
• Old estimations  G3 or G4 

(with few data)  G3 in this 
case
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Connect historical data with UNFC
Old resource estimations
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• E axis. Map the position of the project according to permitting situation

E1E2E3
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E axis. Associate 1-2-3 to permitting 
phases
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• G axis. Main principle: the project leader has the most up-to-date knowledge
• In France, there is no obligation to declare resources to companies, but active 

projects are doing PERC estimations

• F axis. 
• Based on Technological Readiness Level
• Press releases

UNFCCRIRSCO
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Active projects 
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Decision trees
Type Subtitle Here
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https://www.mineralinfo.fr/fr/lunfc-un-outil-pour-une-
production-durable-matieres-premieres-critiques
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An explanation of UNFC classification in 
mineral resource website

https://www.mineralinfo.fr/fr/lunfc-un-outil-pour-une-production-durable-matieres-premieres-critiques
https://www.mineralinfo.fr/fr/lunfc-un-outil-pour-une-production-durable-matieres-premieres-critiques
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National mineral 
resources 
inventory

European mineral 
resource database

Critical raw 
materials project 

database

Strategic projects 
template

National mining 
permits database

DG GROW

Private companies
Mining 
authorities

European
geological
surveys

Geological
survey
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A priority, connect databases, connect 
knowledge!



MONFORT Daniel 
Project manager 
UNECE
Date 22 I 04 I 2024, Geneva

Thank you! RESOURCE MANAGEMENT WEEK 
2024

ASSURING SUSTAINABILITY IN RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ARE THOSE OF [AUTHOR NAME AND/OR 
ORG] AND DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	CRM projects?
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13

