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Joint Meeting of the RID Committee of Experts and the  
Working Party on the Transport of Dangerous Goods 

Bern, 25-28 March 2024 
Item 3 of the provisional agenda: 
Standards 

  Publication of the 3rd edition of International Railway 
Solution (IRS) 50592 

  Transmitted by the International Union of Railways (UIC) 

 I. Proposal 

1. RID/ADR: 

6.11.4.1 Amend footnote 3 to read: 

   “³Third edition of IRS (International Railway Solution) applicable as from 
1 December 2023.” 

7.1.3  Amend footnote 2 to read: 

   “²Third edition of IRS (International Railway Solution) applicable as from 
1 December 2023.” 

 II. Justification 

2. The UIC IRS 50592 “Intermodal Loading Units (other than semi-trailers) for vertical 
transshipment and suitable for carriage on wagons – Minimum requirements” is referenced 
in the footnotes under 6.11.4.1 and in 7.1.3 of RID/ADR. This IRS was updated and 
published in a third edition in December 2023. The above proposal brings the reference to 
the IRS in line with this new edition. 

3. The modifications presented in this document have been: 

• proposed by the UIC Combined Transport Working Group (CTWG) that is composed 
of experts from railway undertakings, infrastructure managers, wagon keepers, 
manufacturers, combined transport operators and certification bodies, 

• endorsed by the Sector Expert Team “Freight related items” (SET_03)) that is 
composed of experts from railway undertakings, infrastructure managers, wagon 
keepers, manufacturers, combined transport operators and certification bodies, 

• endorsed by the Rolling Stock Sector (RSS), and 

• preliminarily adopted by the RID Committee of Experts‘ standing working group (see 
report OTIF/RID/CE/GTP/2023-A). 



INF.24 

2 

4. The following modifications have been made: 

• chapter 4 updated, 

• points 6.2.1.1, 6.2.1.2 updated, and 

• appendices D, E, G and P updated. 

5. For chapter 4, see annex 1 (changes to the text highlighted in yellow). 

  Added requirement to prevent interference in the grab handling grooves area, i.e., 
between the grab handlers and TIR fastening ropes. 

6. For points 6.2.1.1 and 6.2.1.2, see annex 2 (text highlighted in yellow). 

  Point 6.2.1.1: 

• Title modified to improve understanding, 

• Modification of the text to make it compliant with the requirements of EN 283, 

• Extension of the ILUs for which the test under a test load of 2R is mandatory from 
length codes 40 to 53 and 81 to 98 to length codes 30 to 53 and 81 to 98. 

  Point 6.2.1.2: 

  Title modified in accordance with the modifications introduced in point 6.2.1.1. 

7. For Appendix D, see figures in annex 3. 

  The drawings in Appendix D of the 2nd edition are obsolete. They have been replaced 
by a new drawing. 

8. For Appendix E, see figure in annex 4 (text highlighted in yellow). 

  Marking (Fig. 23) modified in accordance with the modifications introduced in point 
6.2.1.1. 

9. For Appendix G, see annex 5 (text highlighted in yellow). 

  Title modified in accordance with the modifications introduced in point 6.2.1.1. 

10. For Appendix P, see annex 6 (text highlighted in yellow). 

  Editorial modifications to the related marking (fig. 36). 
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Annexes from 1 to 6 



IRS 
Mes 4 Requirements for the ILU/transhipment devices

interface 

To enable handling by crane or other means of transhipment, all lLUs shall be fitted with: 

upper fittings in accordance with ISO 1161 (see References documents - page 5) or Appendix I -
page 446 and/or 

grab-handling grooves in accordance with Appendix C, point C.2 - page 38 and EN 284 or EN 
452 depending on the length of the ILU. To enable the grab handlers to be applied safety, these 
areas must be fully clear, thus preventing any interference with the grab handlers. For example, 
the presence of TIR fastening ropes is prohibited in this area. 

optionally, the bottom fittings may have openings for transhipment by rope slings. If the bottom 
fittings have such openings, these must comply with Appendix D - page 39 and have undergone 
testing against point 6.10 - page 24. Rope sling openings not tested for use in transhipment must 
be modified such that it is not possible to use them for this purpose. 
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Appendix D: Bottom fittings 
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Fig. 20 - Bottom fittings 
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Note: The base plate of the bottom fittings must be the lowest point on the ILU in all cases. 
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Annex 6


	ECE-TRANS-WP15-AC1-2024-BE-INF.24e
	24_UIC INF_UIC_e_annex_1
	24_UIC INF_UIC_e_annex_2
	24_UIC INF_UIC_e_annex_3
	24_UIC INF_UIC_e_annex_4
	24_UIC INF_UIC_e_annex_5
	24_UIC INF_UIC_e_annex_6



