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Transport connectivity in Asia and the Pacific 
a. Extensions and upgrades to the regional land 

transport network composed of Trans-Asian 

Railways, Asian Highways and Dry ports.

b. Intensified shipping and port links and new  

transport corridors and major projects       

developed or being developed;

c. Increased trade volume carried by regional 

transport networks, such as China-Central 

Asia/Europe container rail express,               

seaborne trade among ESCAP MSs, etc.

AH, TAR and DP coverage: 2021



Present and Future: supporting regional and global freight 
flows

Import- and export-related freight transport by world region in 2050
(Under three policy scenarios, billion tonne-kilometres)

Global Transport Connectivity Estimates, 2021

International Transport Forum, 2021



SPECA countries as a priority for transport work

Regional Transport Connectivity 
Estimates, 2019

ESCAP, “Review of Sustainable Transport 
Development in Asia and the Pacific, 2019

a) Facilitate a coordinated development of transport
systems through engagement in the Asian Highways,
Trans-Asian Railways and Dry Ports.

b) Promote operational connectivity through policy and
capacity building work and dissemination of best
practices

c) Strategic regional cooperation: encourage the
convergence of national/sub-regional/corridor
initiatives to achieve tangible results

d) Participate in a coordinated approach by development
actors: MDBs, think thanks (ITF), UN system (UNECE,
UNCTAD, OHRLLS, etc).



Impact of COVID-19 on Regional Transport Connectivity

Source: ESCAP survey of 30  AH countries, 21 
TAR countries and Ports, June 2020
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Cross-border freight operations have 
become more costly and / or time 

consuming due to COVID-19.
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Factors exacerbating the impact in SPECA countries

 Insufficient levels of digital trade/transport
documentation processes

 Unbalanced freight transport modal split

 Inefficient or fragile transit arrangements

 Infrastructure bottlenecks

 Divergent standards on vehicles, drivers and transit,
which lead to multiple controls

 Repercussion of the trade and transport restrictions or
disruptions of the region’s large economies.



Dynamic response in SPECA countries and their transit 
partners



Preparing for recovery: priorities in Asia and the Pacific  

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Other (please specify)

Integrate decarbonization and sustainable…

Improve digitalization of transport services, e.g.…

Increase the resilience of transport

Support economic growth, including job creation

Strengthen cross-border connectivity

Adapt to the changes in behavior

Protect transport workers

Source: UNESCAP survey on Freight Transport Policy Responses to COVID-19, 2020.
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 Monitoring freight transport response to COVID and drawing 
lessons learned on Resilience of road and rail infrastructure in 
selected countries in Central Asia

 Promoting smart road and rail solutions along the Asian 
Highways and Trans-Asian Railways 

 Mobilizing transport agreements for a better crisis response

 Mobilizing existing intergovernmental platforms on transport 
cooperation in Asia and the Pacific 

Seizing the opportunities for building back better in transport 
connectivity in SPECA countries



ESCAP 4th Ministerial Conference on Transport
Key expected outcomes of the Ministerial 
Conference

o To review the implementation of the 
Regional Action Programme, phase I 
(2017-2021) 

o To consider and adopt a new Regional 
Action Programme (2022-2026)

Schedule and format 
o Two days senior official segment and two

days ministerial segment
o 14-17 December, Bangkok and online

Connectivity for 
efficient and 

resilient supply 
chains

Safe and inclusive 
transport and mobility

Environmentally 
sustainable 

transport

From 2022:  Leveraging synergies and integrating 
thematic activities to support Building Back 

Better and the implementation of SDGs



THANK YOU

WWW.UNESCAP.ORG
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