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Context



5

goal: shift from road (> 300 km) to rail and inland waterways.
Impact on the infrastructure.
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1. Increase bridge clearance1) , fairway depth and witdh, 
lock capacity to facilitate four-layer container traffic

2. Consider the increasing use of high cube containers:
1 ft (0,305m) higher than standard containers.

3. The old standard was 9.10m (UNECE report 1992 : “Standardization 
of Inland Waterways”)

4. 4 layers  high cube need : 11.35m bridge clearance

1) Bridge clearance: the distance between the water surface and the lowest point 
of the bridge (source : Eu 2015: Inland Waterway Transport in Europe: no 
significant improvements in modal share and navigability conditions since 2001)

Actions to facilitate intermodal transport
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Infrastucture

Source: Binnenvaart.web-log.nl

MSC LA Blanca with 4 layers 
containers
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Data sources
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• Shippers must report each journey to the IVS-system of the 
Ministry of Transport (Information and Tracking System for Shipping 
Traffic=River Information System)

• (Almost)all international journeys are reported in that system

• Most national ones as well

• So: IVS has become our main supplier of information
• Additional information from some terminals in the maritime ports
• ACTUAL: redesign of the production system

Data source
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New developments: AIS data IWW

which vessels are on the national waterways?
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Statistical Results
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Statistics on Inland Waterways
Legal base: the Regulation (EC) No 1365/2006
Commission Regulations 425/2007 and 1304/2007

2017:
Total:
1 000 000 tonnes / day

Containers:
> 100 000 TEU / week
1 000 000 tonnes / week
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Modal split, 2017
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Modal split container transport 
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Container transport via IWW in NL
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Container transport, TEU by distance class, 2016
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Duisburg

Rotterdam

6%30%64%

51% 40% 8%

Modal split (TEU) on TEN-T corridor, 2016
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TEN-T corridor : Rotterdam (Rhine)-Duisburg
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Example of OD pairs
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Rotterdam

Amsterdam

Noord-Limburg 
(nuts3)
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Container transport to and from Noord-Limburg (nuts3 region)

2015
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Thanks for your attention
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