
 

 

  GHS implementation in Costa Rica  

  Note by the secretariat 

1. The Government of Costa Rica has issued in 2017 two executive decrees related to 

GHS implementation. 

 Executive decree No. 40705-S, published in Gazette 207, Issue No.263, of 2 

November 2017, and Technical Regulation RTCR 478: 2015 “Chemical 

products. Hazardous chemical products, registration, import and control”; and 

 Executive decree No.40457-S, published in Gazette No.123, Issue No.157 of 29 

June 2017, and Technical Regulation RTCR 481: 2015 “Chemical products. 

Hazardous chemical products. Labelling”. 

2. All hazardous chemicals manufactured, imported, stored, distributed, supplied, sold, 

used or transported within Costa Rica must have been previously registered with the 

Ministry of Health (MS), and comply with the applicable labelling requirements to be 

placed on the market. 

3. Executive decree No.40705-S now requires that hazardous chemicals (with the 

exception of those listed in article 1, item 2 “Scope”) be classified in accordance with the 

GHS (Rev.6) and be accompanied by a GHS compliant safety data sheet in order to be 

registered. 

4. Technical regulation RTCR 478: 2015 will enter into force on 2 May 2018. It 

defines different transitional periods for the gradual renewal of registrations and 

notifications relating to import of hazardous raw materials obtained before its entry into 

force, as follows: 

  Products registered or notified between 6 October 1999 and 30 December 2005: 

1,5 years 

  Products registered or notified between January 2006 and December 2008: 2.5 

years 

  Products registered or notified between January 2009 and December 2011: 3.5 

years 

  Products registered or notified between January 2012 and May 2018: 5 years. 

5. The full text of the executive decree and its related technical regulation is available 

at:http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?p

aram1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=85223&nValor3=110162&strTipM=TC 
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6. In addition, executive decree No.40.457-S of 20 April 2017 and its related technical 

regulation RTCR 481:2015 requires labelling in accordance with the GHS (rev.6) for 

workplace and supplier chemicals, with the exception of those addressed in article 1, item 2 

(Scope). It provides a five year transitional period (until 30 December 2022), allowing use 

of existing non-GHS compliant labels on chemicals already registered and placed on the 

market during that period. The text is available (in Spanish) at:  

http://www.pgrweb.go.cr/scij/Busqueda/Normativa/Normas/nrm_texto_completo.aspx?para

m1=NRTC&nValor1=1&nValor2=84341&nValor3=108773&strTipM=TC#up 
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