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Summary 
 The Inland Transport Committee (ITC ) was founded in 1947 and so the upcoming 
2017 Annual Session of the ITC will mark its 70th anniversary. This document outlines the 
plans for the celebration of the work and accomplishments of the ITC over the past seven 
decades.  

 The Committee is invited to consider these plans and provide further guidance on 
the preparation for the celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the Inland Transport 
Committee. 

 

1. The UNECE Inland Transport Committee (ITC) is a unique policy-making body 
specialised in the field of inland transport. In the course of the last 70 years, together with 
its subsidiary bodies, the ITC has provided an intergovernmental forum, where UNECE 
member countries come together to forge tools for economic cooperation and negotiate and 
adopt international legal instruments on inland transport. These legal instruments are 
considered indispensable for developing efficient, harmonized and integrated, safe and 
sustainable pan-European transport systems. 

2. The ITC was founded in 1947, so its upcoming 2017 Annual Session will mark its 
70th anniversary. Since its inception the ITC, has evolved beyond the UNECE region due 
the increasing reach of various legal instruments, with some of them obtaining global 
status. The work of ITC has become of serious relevance to any transport related UN 
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activity, and today, the reach of the ITC and its subsidiary bodies’ work has affected the 
way inland transport works both regionally and globally.  

3. As 2017 is the 70th anniversary of the founding of the ITC, the time is appropriate to 
look back and see how the work and responsibility of the Committee evolved over time. In 
order to celebrate the work and accomplishments of the ITC over the past seven decades, 
the Sustainable Transport Division is preparing a visual timeline which depicts the major 
landmarks and accomplishments over the lifetime of the ITC. It is planned to be published 
electronically and subject to availability of in-house or extra-budgetary funded printing, the 
timeline will be in the form of a fold out brochure with text, images and photographs 
describing the major events.  

4. The purpose of the “timeline” brochure is to help place the ITC achievements into 
the broader context of development. Thus it will include four sets of information for each 
year and decade:  

• World history events and events of importance to UNECE countries 

• Achievements in culture, science and technology 

• World Transport and Communication News 

• Achievements of the Inland Transport Committee of UNECE. 

5. This timeline will be presented to the ITC in draft form at the 2016 Annual Session. 
Members States will be encouraged to provide feedback on the draft, including suggestions 
for inclusion of additional information and images, especially if they wish to feature some 
of their main infrastructure projects of international importance due to its value for 
connectivity or the use of new technology. The final version of the timeline will be made 
available during the 2017 Annual Session as part of celebrating the 70th anniversary.  

6. In addition to the ITC “timeline” brochure, five thematic brochures are also planned 
to address activities and achievements of the ITC and its subsidiary bodies in: 

(a) Road Safety  

(b) Rail Transport 

(c) Road Vehicles  

(d) Transport of Dangerous Goods  

(e) Inland Water Transport. 

7. The draft thematic brochures are intended to be presented for reviews to the relevant 
working parties, so that they would be ready for the Committee session in 2017.  

8. Finally, based on these brochures the secretariat intends to explore the possibility for 
an exhibition that would be inaugurated during the Committee session and possibly kept 
open for a couple of months, and closed at the end of the UNECE Commission session.  

9.  The Committee is invited to consider these plans and provide further guidance on 
the preparation for the celebration of the 70th Anniversary of the Inland Transport 
Committee.  

    


