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• Adopted in 1992, entered into force in 2000,  was 
negotiated by ECE member countries in response to 
several major industrial accidents and their transboundary 
effects (e.g. Sandoz spill at Shweizerhalle in 1986 
effecting all downstream countries along the Rhine) 

• Designed to protect people and the environment against 
industrial accidents 

• Helps its Parties to prevent industrial accidents and to 
prepare for, and respond to, accidents if they occur  
 



• Protection of human health and the 
environment against industrial accidents 

• Prevention of major accidents 
• Preparedness to major accidents 
• Response to major accidents 
• Active international cooperation between the 

contracting Parties, before, during and after an 
industrial accident  
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• Hazardous activities in which hazardous 
substances are present in quantities 
bigger than the threshold quantities 
listed in Annex I, and which is capable 
of causing transboundary effects  



The Convention does not apply to 
transport activities with the exception 
of: 
• Emergency response to such accidents; 
• Transport on the site of the hazardous 

activity;  



• Identification and notification of hazardous activities 
• Development and implementation of policies, strategies 
and measures for: 
• Prevention of industrial accidents 
• Emergency preparedness 
• Emergency response incl. industrial accidents 
notification & mutual assistance 
• Information to and participation of the public 
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 Even small amounts of 
hazardous substances 
released into water 
environment can cause 
huge environmental 
damages, as the 
impact is far-reaching 
and often 
transboundary... 

 
Need for special care for 

accident related water 
pollution!!! 

 



 JEG was established under the 
“Water”- and the “Industrial 
Accidents”- Conventions to 
work on issues related to the 
prevention of accidental water 
pollution which is of interest to 
both Conventions in 2000. 

Co-Chairmenship:  
“Water”Convention  + ”Industrial Accident“ Convention 

 





• Developed by an International 
Expert Group 

• Comments by International 
Organisations, NGOs, 
Stakeholders, UNECE Member 
States 

• 8th Conference of the Parties 
took note of the safety 
guidelines and recommended 
their use by Parties to the 
Convention and other countries 
in the ECE region. 



• The two UNECE Conventions 
identified the need for a bilateral 
checklist for contingency planning 
for accidents affecting 
transboundary waters 
 

• Examples of occurred accidents: 
• Sandoz, Switzerland (1986) 
• Baia Mare, Romania(2000) 



• Developed to enhance the 
capacities of countries of Eastern 
Europe, the Caucasus and Central 
Asia and South-Eastern Europe  

• 15 beneficiary countries under the 
Assistance Programme 

• Assistance can be effective only if 
a recipient country is capable of 
receiving the assistance and is 
willing to take advantage of it  

• Preparatory and implementation 
phases 



• Strategic approach for the Assistance 
Programme 

• Cyclic approach 
• Indicators and Criteria for Self-Assessment  
• Available at http://www.unece.org/env/teia/ap/tools.html  

1. 

Analyze and 
examine the 
progress and 

identify 
shortcomings 

2. 

Define national action plan and 
implement it 

3. 

Assess the results 

http://www.unece.org/env/teia/ap/tools.html


 For more information please visit: 
www.unece.org/env/teia  
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