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European waterways 
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 Inland navigation, involving both freight and passenger 
transport, takes on great importance in many European 
countries, with prestigious waterways such as rivers Volga, 
Danube and Rhine 
 

 There are organizations dealing with the development of 
technical-administrative regulations, such as the Commissions of 
the European Union (in Brussels), of the Danube (in Budapest), 
of the Rhine (in Strasbourg), of UNECE (in Geneva) 
 

 The CEMT (The Confederation of European Maritime Technology 
Societies) has recently obtained the accreditation by UNECE and 
the Rhine Commission, charging then Atena of representing the 
organization. This won’t just be an occasion of cultural 
enrichment, but it will also allow to its associates, public and 
private operators, a continuous update about the regulations in 
force 
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 Fifteen years after the adoption of the AGN, it is here described 
the state in 2011 of the AGN network in the six main 
subnetworks: 
 Rhine-Danube network (14,362 km or 47.6 % of the total 

length of the AGN network (30,177 km));  
 Azov-Black-Caspian seas basin (9,339 km or 30.9 %); 
 Baltic area (840 km or 2.8 %); 
 Czech-Slovak centered network (715 km or 2.4 %); 
 Rhône-Saône basin (679 km or 2.3 %);  
 Seine-Oise basin (632 km or 2.1 %); and  
 Costal routes and connected inland waterways (2,774 km or 

9.2 %). 
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 The transport volume of freight transported on inland waterways in 
the EU is around 526 million t (2012 figure). In Europe, far and 
away the largest volumes are accounted for by the Western 
European countries the Netherlands (332 mio. t), Germany (227 
mio. t) and France (58 mio. t) 
 

 Inland navigation in Belgium has made considerable gains in recent 
years. 190 million t were transported in 2013. The growth in the 
major seaports’ (Antwerp, Ghent) hinterland traffic plays an 
important role in this 
 

 Being an important commercial route for two centuries, the Elbe 
river has been connected with a system of navigable canals with 
rivers Rhine, Weser and Oder. The waterway itself is navigable with 
commercial boats within the European territory, even to Prague, 
whilst other systems of artificial canals link it to German’s industrial 
areas and to Berlin. The Elbe-Lübeck canal connects the river to the 
Baltic sea, as the Kiel canal also does, the access to which is near 
Elbe’s mouth.  
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 Approx. 48% of the cargo which passes through the Port of 
Rotterdam (440.5 million tons in 2013) is transported to the 
hinterland by inland waterway transport.  
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 Romania is in first place ahead of Bulgaria, but shows a 
modest decline since 2010, from an initial level of more 
than 30 mio. t to around 27 mio. t in 2012. The principal 
reason for this is the crisis in the steel industry 
 

 The central Danube region (Hungary, Slovakia, Croatia) 
exhibits relatively stable volumes of between 5 and 10 
mio. t per year 

  
 Transportation in the upper Danube region as well 

(Austria, Slovakia) is broadly constant over time and is 
around 10 mio. t. 
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 Since 1992, year of construction of the Rhine-Mein-Danube 
canal, it is possible to ship from Rotterdam over the North Sea, 
to Sulina on the Black Sea, going through the centre of Europe. 

 The canal, located on the German territory and 171 km long 
(from Bamberg to Kelheim), links the Danube to the Mein, which 
then flows into in the Rhine. The waterway thus generated is 
overall long approximately 3500  km and goes through the 
Netherlands, Germany, Austria, Slovakia, Hungary, Croatia, 
Serbia, Bulgaria, Romania and Ukraine. It’s well-travelled either 
by ships for freight transport or cruiser and pleasure boats. 
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 Russian’s system of Inland Waterways is 102,000 km long of 
which 48,000 km has a guaranteed depth but also has, 
unfortunately, a guaranteed closing period in winter. In 
European Russia , 72,000 km of waterways connect the Baltic 
Sea, White Sea, Black Sea, Caspian Sea and the Sea of Azov. 
Some 9,000 km of this network is open to deep-draught river-
sea shipping 

  
 Cargo transportation (2014) - 124.5 million tons   

 
 Cargo turnover (2014) 74080.6 million t-km  
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 The Russian River Register (RRR)  had, as of the 1st of January 
2013, 22,442 inland ships in class, including more than 1,000 
river-sea navigation vessels ,This fleet may further be broken 
down into: 
 

 1,505 passenger and passenger/cargo ships, 1,044 dry cargo 
vessels, 6744 tankers and 5,159 tugs 
 

 9,318 non-propelled vessels, including : 4,528 dry cargo barges 
and 793 tank barges 
 

 In 2012, 149 newbuildings were constructed under technical 
supervision of RRR branch offices,  
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 In Great Britain in 2012 there was around 3.7 mio. t of “pure 
inland navigation traffic”,  the river-sea traffic exceeds the 
purely internal traffic volumes approximately eleven fold (40 
mio. t in 2012)  

 Poland possesses a large inland waterway network, 
unfortunately freight transport in recent years has suffered a 
significant decline. The most important reason is the 
substandard waterway infrastructure  

 The Czech Republic exhibits a consistent transport volume on a 
multi-year comparison of around 1 mil. t annually 

 Italy’s waterway network is located exclusively in the north of 
the country, and comprises the Po river and various canals 
located around the Po, the annual volume is currently below 1 
mil. t.  
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  Rhine – Danube basin 
 
 Short line cruises (Passau–Vienna–Bratislava–Budapest): 368.000 

passengers (2013) 
 Long line cruises (Passau – Danube Delta): 84.000 passengers 

(2013) 
 Long line cruises (Amsterdam-Budapest): 840.000 passengers 

(2013) 
 Daily trip: 
 Vienna, Budapest, Passau: 1.200.000 passengers (2013) 
 Other daily trip: no reliable data 
 The Rhine passenger fleet: no reliable data  
 The Danube passenger fleet consists (2014) of about 170 vessels 

with approximately 40.000 places for passengers. 
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 Italian waterways  
  

 Big congestion is created by daily passenger ships traffic on the lakes 
in the north of the country and in the Venetian Lagoon; average 
datas (2013): 
 

 Northern and central Lakes: 
  Passengers: 10 mil   
  Fleet: 

  500 small ships (from 20 to 150 pax each)  
  100 ships  (from 150 to 1200 pax each) 

  
 Venetian lagoon:  
 Passengers: 18 mil 
 Fleet: 
   800 ships (from 10 to 150 pax each) 
   200 ships  (from 150 to 1200 pax each) 
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 Russian rivers and canals  
 12.7 million passengers transported in 2014 
 Passenger fleet: 1,505 ships  

 
 

 Waterways of The Netherlands, Belgium and France 
  

 There is significant passenger traffic, overall being daily trips, 
but there’s no availability of up to date information about 
fleet and number of passengers per year  

. 
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 In the majority of the European countries, the rules, 
procedures and surveyors all depend on Organizations, 
both public or recognized by Governments, strictly 
separated from maritime ones.  
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 Countries members of European Union   
 
 Rules in force: 2006/87/EC Directive of the European 

Parliament and of the Council of 12 December 2006 
laying down technical requirements for inland 
waterway vessels  
 

 Recognized Classification Bodies: Bureau Veritas, 
Rina, Germanischer Lloyd, Lloyd’s Register of 
Shipping, Polski Rejestr Statków SA, Russian River 
Register 
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 Countries members of CCNR - Central Commission 
for the Navigation of the Rhine (Germany, Belgium, 
France, the Netherlands, and Switzerland)  
 
 Rules in force: The Rhine Vessel Inspection 

Regulations (RVIR) 
 

 Recognized Classification Bodies: Det Norske Veritas, 
Bureau Veritas, Germanischer Lloyd, Lloyd’s Register 
of Shipping        

 
 
 

http://www.ccr-zkr.org/12020200-en.html
http://www.ccr-zkr.org/12020200-en.html
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 Countries members of Danube Commission (Austria, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Germany, Moldova, Russian 
Federation, Romania, Republik of Serbia, Slovak Republik, 
Ukraine, Republic of Croatia) 
 
 Rules in force: Recommendations on Technical 

Requirements for Inland Navigation Vessels. of the 
Danube Commission 
 

 Recognized Classification Bodies: DC has no list of 
recognized Classification Bodies, as this topic lies 
under national responsibility of our member states 
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 Russian Federation 
 
 Rules in force: Rules of Russian River 

Register  

 
 Recognized Classification Bodies: RRR 

(Russian River Register), Rina  
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 Countries members of UNECE (Albania, Andorra, Armenia, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, 
Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Georgia, Germany, Greece, 
Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Liechtenstein, 
Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 
Portugal, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russian Federation, San Marino, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, The former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, United States of America, Uzbekistan) 
 
 Resolution of the UNECE’s Working Party on Inland Navigation: 
 Resolution No. 24 –CEVNI: European Code for Inland 

Waterways 
 Resolution No. 61 –Recommendations on Harmonized Europe-

Wide Technical Requirements for Inland Navigation Vessels 
 

 Recognized Classification Bodies: UNECE has no list of recognized 
Classification Bodies as this topic lays under national 
responsibility of our member states 
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 In 2006, an EC Directive laid down the technical 
requirements for inland waterway vessels (Directive 
2006/87/EC of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 12 December), and this introduced full 
harmonisation of the technical requirements for 
inland waterway vessels and Rhine regulatory 
provisions (with regard to category 3 of major 
waterways). On the basis of this equivalence, the 
CCNR has recognised the validity of Community 
certificates on the Rhine (Protocol 2007-II-21), while 
Rhine certificates have also been recognised on all 
EU waterways. In future, Rhine and EU regulations 
will evolve in tandem so as to remain identical 
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