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Unofficial translation 
 
 
 
 
 
Ms Eva Molnar 
Director, Transport Division, 
UNECE 
 
Geneva 

 
 

Dear Ms Molnar, 
 

I would like to inform you that the regular session of the Road Transport Council 
of the CIS Coordination Transport Conference was held on 19 April 2013 in Chisinau 
(Moldova). 

 During this session the Member States have adopted a consolidated position 
regarding the new wording of the article 22bis of the European Agreement concerning 
the Work of Crews of Vehicles Engaged in International Road Transport (AETR), 
which they consider as acceptable, as well as regarding a wrongful application  
of the Regulation (EC) 561/2006 to all transport operations carried out exclusively  
in the territory of the European Union (or between EU, Switzerland and European 
Economic Area Agreement Member States) to the detriment of similar AETR 
provisions. 

Thus, the position of principle the CIS Member States is that amending AETR 
Appendix 1 B is only possible when the AETR Member States directly participate  
in voting, including EU Member States. The voting by regional integration 
organizations with the number of votes of their Member States without their presence  
in the vote being necessary is unacceptable for the CIS Member States.  A quorum  
of not less than one half plus one of the Contracting Parties shall be required.  
The decisions shall be adopted with more than 75% of votes. The competence  
of the Administrative Committee to be set up shall be limited to amending Appendix  
1 B only. 

Besides, the CIS Member States consider as wrongful the EU requirement  
to apply the Regulation (EC) 561/2006 (article 2.2) to all transport operations carried 
out exclusively in the territory of the European Union (or between EU, Switzerland  
and European Economic Area Agreement Member States).  

The international transport operations in the territory of all AETR Contracting 
Parties should be carried out in accordance with AETR provisions (article 2.1, articles 3 
and 4) except transport operations between countries (France, Germany, Luxembourg, 
Netherlands, Denmark, Belgium, Ireland, Great Britain, Malta), which introduced  
a reservation at signing of this Agreement, and carried out by operators registered  
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in those countries. The latter ensues from international law (article 41.1 of the 
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, 1969). 

In this regard, I kindly ask you to inform the UNECE secretariat and the AETR 
Expert Group of the decisions adopted by the Road Transport Council of the CIS 
Coordination Transport Conference on 19 April 2013 and to distribute this message  
as an official document of the AETR Expert Group’s 6th session to be held  
on 31 October 2013 in Geneva. 

At the same time, I kindly ask you to submit to the Ministry of Transport  
of the Russian Federation the UNECE’s official position on the existing discrepancies 
between certain provisions of the Regulation (EC) 561/2006 and the AETR agreement 
and on the perspectives of solving this issue. 

I seize this occasion to renew to you, Ms Molnar, the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

 
 
 

Chairman of the CIS Road Transport Council, 
Deputy Minister of Transport 
of the Russian Federation 

              Nikolay Asaul 

 
 

 
 

 


