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Note by the secretariat

|. Sixty yearsof road traffic safety activities at the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe

1. The United Nations Economic Commission for EerddNECE) pioneered road
safety activities in the United Nations system wtite establishment of an Ad Hoc Working
Group on the prevention of road accidents in Mdr@h0 followed by the establishment of
Group of Experts on Road Traffic Safety (GE.20)eTgresent Working Party on Road
Traffic Safety (WP.1) - an intergovernmental bodwas established in 1988. Its primary
function has been to serve as a administrator ef Uhited Nations international legal
instruments aimed at harmonizing road traffic ragjahs.

2. As the only existing UN intergovernmental bodgncerned with road safety,
UNECE'’s work focuses on improving road safety tlgiowdeveloping and updating legal
instruments aimed at internationally harmonizedfitraregulations, construction and
technical inspection of vehicles as well as for ttensport of dangerous goods. These
regulations have assisted many countries in haimaniand enforcing traffic rules and
measures, producing safer and cleaner road vehigdacing the risk of accidents with
dangerous goods and hazardous materials and egshanonly safe and well-maintained
vehicles and competent drivers are allowed to gipgte in traffic. Transport infrastructure
agreements developed under the UNECE auspices fize@ Europe coherent pan-
European and safe road transport networks.

3. In September 2010, the 60th anniversary of rwaffic safety activities at the

UNECE coincided with the sixtieth session of the WBnd was celebrated at the joint
meeting of — WP.1 and SC.1 — two working partiescwhthrough the development of
legal instruments and best practices, have madeath&derable contribution in improving
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road safety and road transport operations acrasswthrld. The joint session identified
some common areas of interest and it is hoped#visco-operative effort will bear fruit.

4. The issue of improving road safety has beenhenagenda of the UNECE and its
members for 60 years, but other international dagdions have also been active in this
field. Road safety work has been carried out byouer global and regional organizations
such as the World Health Organization, the Intéonal Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies and the World Bank.

United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/255

5. The United Nations General Assembly resolutiof265 of 2 March 2010
proclaimed the period 2011-2020 as the Decade tibAdor Road Safety with a goal to
reduce the level of road fatalities around the ddl increasing activities at national,
regional and global levels.

6. The UN GA resolution 64/255, among others:

(a) Requests the World Health Organization and Uhéed Nations regional
commissions, in co-operation with other partnerstie United Nations Road Safety
Collaboration and other stakeholders, to prepaiam of action of the Decade as a guiding
document to support the implementation of its dijes;

(b) Invites all Member States to set their own ozl road traffic casualty
reduction targets to be achieved by the end oDéeade, in line with the plan of action;

(c) Invites the World Health Organization and thaitg)d Nations regional
commissions, in co-operation with other partnerstie United Nations Road Safety
Collaboration, to organize the second United Nati@tobal Road Safety Week to launch
the Decade.

7. The UNECE as one of the UN regional commissi@scontributing to the
preparation of a Plan of Action of the Decade. et Plan of Action is publicly available
(http://www.who.int/roadsafety/Decade_of action)pdind will soon be finalized. The
UNECE will invite, as per GA resolution, governmgit set their own road traffic casualty
reduction targets as well as will encourage its lento implement road safety activities,
particularly in the areas of road safety managemeat infrastructure, vehicle safety, road
user behaviour and post-crash care. The organizafithe second United Nations Global
Road Safety Week will be discussed with the WHO, astdpresent, it is intended to
coincide with the launch of the Decade of ActiorMay 2011.

L aunch of the Decade of Action for Road Safety 2011-2020

8. The international community, largely through tiéHO-led UN Road Safety
Collaboration (UNRSC), is planning the global lalid the Decade for 11 May 2011.

9. The general objectives identified and proposethb WHO/UNRSC are:

(a) to draw attention to the Decade and more gépei@ the impact of the
global road safety crisis and the prospects fovgatgon;

(b) to provide an opportunity for governments, intgional agencies, civil
society organizations, the private sector and ateteholders to announce their respective
plans for the Decade.

10. At the global level, the WHO considers orgamiza 24-hour "rolling" event across
the world's time zones, beginning in Fiji or NewalBnd and ending in Mexico, involving
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national dignitaries and celebrities. Certain eseare to be broadcast live through a social
media website (still to be developed). It is alspexted that the main objective of these
events will be to announce national Plans for teedde and publicity.

11. The UNECE, apart from participating in the iatives noted above, is planning to
organize other activities for launching the DecadeAction. Presently, one event has
already occurred while two others are being comsitieln addition, the UNECE secretariat
intends to scale up UNECE Road Safety Forum’s #ietivin two areas: safety at level
crossings and multidisciplinary crash investigagion

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe activities

UNECE-BSEC Conference on Improving Road Safety in the BSEC
Region, loannina, 18-19 November 2010

12.  Road safety performance in 12 members of tleekBSea Economic Co-operation
Organization was the subject of the “UNECE-BSEC f€émmnce on Improving Road Safety
in the BSEC Region” in loannina. The Conferencelhelder the Greek Chairmanship-in-
Office of BSEC and hosted by the loaninna Chamhbdrthe Hellenic Chambers Transport
Association examined critical road safety issuethénBSEC region.

13. The UNECE-BSEC Conference contributed towahésimplementation of the UN
Decade of Action for Road Safety and towards tloemdy completed UNECE project on
“Improving global road safety: setting regional amational road traffic casualty reduction
targets”. Representatives of BSEC countries diszifise global and European road safety
issues in the context of five pillars: road safetgnagement, safer road and vehicle design,
safer road users and post crash care.

14.  The delegates of BSEC countries also issueing ‘loannina Declaration” where
they reaffirmed the importance of addressing roafiétg in the region as a matter of
urgency and express support for the work of the CEEnd its Road Safety Forum (see
http://www.unece.org/trans/roadsafe/events/BSE@Hoe-Declaration_e.pdf).

The Inter-Parliamentary meeting on road safety

15.  This high-level meeting is planned by the Verkin Rada (parliament) of Ukraine
in April 2011 in Kiev. The meeting is to be orgagizunder the auspices of the UNECE
(with the Executive Secretary and senior officetgending).

16. The parliamentarians from some 20 countriesvall as representatives of the
United Nations, World Bank, WHO, EU, Global Roade®a Partnership, Ukrainian Road
Safety Association and private sector will partitga The objective is to share best
practices on “comprehensive road safety legisléatiomtivate members of parliament into
action of strengthening road safety legislation émaerve as a platform for discussion.
Signing of the Kiev Declaration on Road Safety afmlelopment of a road safety
handbook for parliamentarians is also planned.

Road Traffic Safety Agency, Republic of Serbia

17.  In Serbia, there has been a downward trendad traffic deaths, but the fatality rate
per 100,000 is still higher than in most West Eeamp countries. The key risks are speed
(58 per cent of deaths), lack of seat belts, altahd road infrastructure deficiencies. There
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is no national road safety strategy in place, rbB has just established a lead agency in
charge of road safety (with no measurable targe&)islation on speed limits, drink/drive,
motorcycle helmets, and seat belts exists.

18. The Government of Serbia has informally appnedcthe UNECE for assistance in
the area of road safety, in particular in orgamgzinhigh-level capacity building event. If it
materializes, the UNECE, in co-operation with SghiRoad Traffic Safety Agencyvill
organize a national capacity building conferencehensubject of establishing “measurable
targets” as one of the events coinciding with thenth of the Decade.

D. Safety at level crossings

19. A level-crossing is a level intersection betweeroad and a railway or tramway

track (sometimes level-crossings include an inttige between a rail line and a pedestrian
walkway). Crossings represent serious risks despiening signals and/or protective

barriers. Generally, given the difference in maassvieen a train and a road vehicle, it is the
road vehicle/pedestrian that is at risk. Howevaroliision with a heavy goods road vehicle
can also have serious consequences for rail traffic

20. Despite many measures taken to indicate lewsistngs and make them safe, too
many road users and pedestrians are killed oreédjat such crossings. Almost all accidents
at level crossings are due to road users failingbserve mandatory stop lights, signals and
basic traffic safety rules.

21. A UlC-led International Level Crossing Awaresi@ay (ILCAD) is a joint initiative
consisting of rail undertakings, road transportt@gcnational governments, road safety
agencies and non-governmental organizations. TBAD has approached the UNECE to
join forces and work together on making level ciogs safer. Should the member
governments endorse this initiative, the UNECE risppred to host a multi-disciplinary
group of experts including experts from road taffiafety, railways, road and railway
infrastructure organizations and other stakeholders

E. Multi-disciplinary crash investigation: atool to improve road safety

22.  The Multidisciplinary Crash Investigation (MDJ$ about the reconstruction of a
crash and a study of the factors that may haveriboted to it. The factors include
environmental, human and mechanical and are as$sdcisith the three phases of a
collision which are pre-collision, at-collision apdst-collision. The objective is to prevent
crashes of a similar nature from recurring. Mut@plinary crash investigations already
take place in many countries. It appears that thenties where such investigative
mechanisms exist are the best road traffic safetfjopmers.

23. WP.1 has considered the subject of multi-dis@py crash investigation. It appears
that the MDCI offers many benefits in terms of amtiag road safety, but the

establishment of a MDCI mechanism is complex aseguires co-operation and co-
ordination among national ministries, agencies ather relevant entities. The subject of
MDCI was considered at WP.1 in September 2010. &leas no consensus on how to
proceed except by presenting MDCI mechanism assa fractice (in the Consolidated
Resolution on Road Traffic (R.E.1) or separately)e UNECE secretariat will continue to
encourage governments to contribute informatiorthenexisting national practices in this
area with a view of preparing a document on possibllow-up options, including a

creation of an expert group.




