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Ireland

POPULATION:

4,203,200 (July 2010 est.)

Area:

70,273 sq km

Republic, 

Parliamentary democracy

Vehicles: 2,467,660



A SOCIETY IN DENIAL
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7th in EU (12th in 2006)

Friday, October 08, 2010 11



Road Safety in Ireland

• Strategic Approach

• Oversight and management

• Targets

• Performance management

• Targets and revision of targets

• Interim review

• Ongoing consultation/partnership

• Newer interventions ; fatigue, 
impairment(especially medical drugs), ageing, 
vulnerable road users (VRUs)
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Ireland Strategic Approach

• 1998 – 2002

– The road to safety

• 2004 -2006

• 2007 - 2012
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Ireland’s Focus

• Traditional

– Enforcement

– Engineering

– Education 

• Speed

• Restraint use

• Drink driving

• Young male drivers

• Emerging

– Fatigue

– Ageing drivers

– Drug driving

– Graduated licensing

– Road Safety education

– Research

– Multiagency 

enforcement

– VRUs 
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Oversight and Management 

Approach

• 1998 -2006

– High level Group on Road 
Safety

– Chair: Assistant Secretary 
Dept of Transport

– Members:

– Transport, Environment,

– Health, Police, Medical 
Bureau of Road Safety, 
Insurance, National  Safety 
Council, National Roads 
Authority 

• 2006-

– Cabinet Committee on 
Road Safety

– Chair: Minister of 
Transport

– Members 

– Key Ministers, 
Secretary Generals, 
Garda Commissioner 
and RSA CEO
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Road Safety Authority 

• Established in 2006

• Areas of Responsibility

– Driver Testing and Licensing

– Road safety Education and Research

– Standards and Enforcement

• Oversight and Management

– Board

– CEO

– Policy Advisory Panel  
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Road Safety Authority  Functions

• Road Safety Strategy
• Road Safety Education 

& Promotion
• Research & 

Evaluation.
• Digital Tachograph 

Issue
• Road Haulage 

Enforcement

• Vehicle Standards

• National Car Test

• Engineering

• Driver Vocational 
Training (CPC)

• Driver Theory Test.
• Driver Testing
• Driving Instructor 

Regulation

• Driver Licensing

• Vehicle Inspectorate

• Commercial Vehicle 
Testing

• Publications
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Dependencies

• Special Interest Groups 

/Community Groups

• NGO’s

• The Public

• Media

• EU/OECD/UN

• Motor Industry 

Stakeholders

• Politicians

• Gardaí (Irelands 

National Police Force)

• National Roads 

Authority

• Education System

• Local Authorities

• Health Service 

Executive
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Partnership
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EDUCATION CHANGE ATTITUDES

•Win the moral argument

•Shape the climate of opinion

•Build community support for enforcement

ENFORCEMENT CHANGE BEHAVIOUR

THE ROAD SAFETY EDUCATION / ENFORCEMENT MODEL
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Road Safety Strategy 

2007-2012 

• 126 Actions

• Interventions

– Education

– Engineering

– Enforcement 

– Evaluation
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400 lives saved in the 

period of the Strategy 



Evidence Based Policy
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Targets
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Actions 
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Consultation and Review

• Partnership Consultation prior to Publication 
of Road Safety Strategy 2007-2012

• Reporting to RSA Board.

• Annual Review to Minister

• Cabinet Committee on Road Safety.

• Parliamentary Committees.

• Strategy Monitoring Website.

• Research and Monitoring.
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Risks / Opportunities for Ireland

Recession or Pre-

boom?Friday, October 08, 2010 26



Enforcement
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Enforcement
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Engineering
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Education
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Training
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Publicity
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Road Safety Authority 

Publications
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