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From Camels to TrucksFrom Camels to TrucksFrom Camels to Trucks

PicturesPictures: : Volvo website, 2008Volvo website, 2008

Freedom of Trade Freedom of Trade 
and Transportand Transport

Growth, Regulation Growth, Regulation 
and Facilitationand Facilitation

Modernity, JIT, Modernity, JIT, 
Globalisation and Globalisation and 
NeoNeo--protectionismprotectionism

No visas,
No quotas,

Etc.

Trucks,
Reconstruction of Europe,

UNECE Conventions.

Visas,
Quotas,
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The BSEC RegionThe BSEC RegionThe BSEC Region
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The BSEC region is 
located at the 

crossroads of world 
trade flows and depends 

on efficient and 
professional services of 
road transport to seize 
better the opportunities 
of globalisation of trade!

The BSEC region is The BSEC region is 
located at the located at the 

crossroadscrossroads of world of world 
trade flows and depends trade flows and depends 

on efficient and on efficient and 
professional services of professional services of 
road transport to seize road transport to seize 
better the opportunities better the opportunities 
of globalisation of trade!of globalisation of trade!
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Where is the Center?Where is the Center?Where is the Center?
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Where is the Center?Where is the Center?Where is the Center?
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Where is the Center?Where is the Center?Where is the Center?
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115Serbia

139Albania

131Armenia

111Azerbaijan

106Moldova

73Ukraine

29Greece

99Russian Federation

61Brazil

55Bulgaria

51Romania

39India

34Turkey

30China

8Hong Kong

2Netherlands

1Singapore

LPICountry

Source: 
http://info.worldbank.org/etools/tradesurvey/mode1b.asp

World Bank LPI 2007
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Evolution of sea containers
in ports

Evolution of sea containersEvolution of sea containers
in portsin ports
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2005 2005 LaunchLaunch of of HistoricHistoric
BeijingBeijing --Brussels Brussels CaravanCaravan

BeijingBeijing

BrusselsBrussels
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US Chamber feasibility study 
confirms commercial viability!
US Chamber feasibility study US Chamber feasibility study 

confirms commercial viability!confirms commercial viability!
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Source: Ramboll, Land Transport Options between Europe and Asia:Source: Ramboll, Land Transport Options between Europe and Asia:
Commercial Feasibility StudyCommercial Feasibility Study

From Vision to Reality: Silk Road 
Feasibility Study

From Vision to Reality: From Vision to Reality: Silk Road Silk Road 
Feasibility StudyFeasibility Study
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Black Sea Ring Highway Caravan 
2007

Black Sea Ring Highway Caravan Black Sea Ring Highway Caravan 
20072007
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Black Sea Truck Caravan: FindingsBlack Sea Black Sea Truck Caravan: Truck Caravan: FindingsFindings

Direct Cost of Waiting TimesDirect Cost of Waiting Times €€ 104 million104 million
Indirect Cost of Waiting TimesIndirect Cost of Waiting Times €€ 104 million104 million
Direct Cost of PermitsDirect Cost of Permits €€ 11 million11 million
Direct Cost of VisasDirect Cost of Visas €€ 10 million10 million

Total Cost of Border Waiting TimesTotal Cost of Border Waiting Times €€ 229 million229 million
in the BSEC Region for the BSEC hauliers per yearin the BSEC Region for the BSEC hauliers per year
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IRU NELTI Project: interconnecting every 
business to every major world market

IRU NELTI Project: interconnecting every IRU NELTI Project: interconnecting every 
business to every major world marketbusiness to every major world market
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���

NELTI NELTI reconfirmsreconfirms road infrastructure road infrastructure isis
NOT the NOT the problemproblem

��12 road transport 12 road transport 
companies companies 
from from 88 countries;countries;

��More than More than 
145 round trips145 round trips
via territories of 24 via territories of 24 
countriescountries
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4. Sum of unjustified levies paid4. Sum of unjustified levies paid 143 700 USD143 700 USD

NELTI: Problems are Procedural!NELTINELTI: Problems are Procedural!: Problems are Procedural!

1. Time spent en route by all vehicles1. Time spent en route by all vehicles 5 041 days5 041 days

2. Distance covered2. Distance covered 1 560 000 km1 560 000 km

4. Sum of unjustified levies paid4. Sum of unjustified levies paid 143 700 USD143 700 USD

3. Amount of official levies paid3. Amount of official levies paid 167 200 USD167 200 USD

5. Number of stops en route5. Number of stops en route 5 9175 917

6. Number of state border crossings6. Number of state border crossings 10641064

7. Length of downtime en route7. Length of downtime en route 1 880 days1 880 days

8. Cargo carried8. Cargo carried 4 200 tonnes4 200 tonnes

1. Time spent en route by all vehicles1. Time spent en route by all vehicles 5 041 days5 041 days

7. Length of downtime en route7. Length of downtime en route 1 880 days1 880 days

3. Amount of official levies paid3. Amount of official levies paid 167 200 USD167 200 USD
40% of time lost 40% of time lost 

at border at border 
crossings!crossings!

BakshishBakshish at the at the 
border accounts for border accounts for 

30% of additional 30% of additional 
costs!costs!
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Border waiting timesBorder waiting timesBorder waiting times

2 21h13

3 14h7

1 12h5

7 41h17

1 96h36

4 48h14

8 42h18

4 60h20

1 120h41

0 11h4

5 7h6

5 26h11

0 11h3

14 41h26

Summary of monitoring results on border waiting times
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Comparison of NELTI routesComparison of NELTI routesComparison of NELTI routes

200020003737520520Border Border crossingcrossing costscosts (USD)(USD)

300030002600260020002000Total Total costscosts (USD)(USD)

360360366366489489Average speed (km/Average speed (km/ dayday ))

1212--17171313--27271010--1818Travelling Travelling daysdays ((daysdays ))

SouthernSouthernCentralCentralNorthernNorthernSummary of monitoring results on 

operational issues in NELTI routes
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Join UN Global tools to permit road 
transport to interconnect businesses
Join UN Global tools to permit road Join UN Global tools to permit road 

transport to interconnect businessestransport to interconnect businesses
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UN Conventions in the BSEC Region as 
of 17 September 2009

UN Conventions in the BSEC Region as UN Conventions in the BSEC Region as 
of 17 September 2009of 17 September 2009
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Contracting Parties in the Region
as of 17 September 2009

Contracting Parties in the RegionContracting Parties in the Region
as of 17 September 2009as of 17 September 2009
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NELTI: SolutionsNELTI:NELTI: SolutionsSolutions

Introduce multilateral transport permit systemIntroduce multilateral transport permit system

NELTINELTINELTI

Implement UN trade and road transport facilitation toolsImplement UN trade and road transport facilitation tools

Increase cooperation between transit StatesIncrease cooperation between transit States

Improve customs proceduresImprove customs procedures

Provide multiProvide multi--entry and transit visas for driversentry and transit visas for drivers
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NELTINELTI Phase 2Phase 2:: High Level Political High Level Political 
Support to change mindsets!!Support to change mindsets!!
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NELTI Phase 2 begins on 1 July 2009NELTI Phase 2 begins on 1 July 2009NELTI Phase 2 begins on 1 July 2009
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IRU-ADB join forces for NELTIIRUIRU--ADB join forces for NELTIADB join forces for NELTI
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IRU and Kyrgyz government sign MoU to 
revive the ancient Silk Road

IRU and Kyrgyz government sign IRU and Kyrgyz government sign MoUMoU to to 
revive the ancient Silk Roadrevive the ancient Silk Road
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IRU meets President of Kazakhstan and 
signs MoU

IRU meets President of Kazakhstan and IRU meets President of Kazakhstan and 
signs signs MoUMoU
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