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Background

1.

At its seventeenth session, the Sub-Committaenaed the issue of the ownership of the

guidance developed by the industry for the appbcabf GHS criteria to specific sectors
(“industry specific guidance”) as well as the diéfiet options for its publication. The outcome of
the discussions was reflected in the report of seasion (ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/34, paras. 37 and
38), as follows:

“37. The Sub-Committee reiterated its view tha tiwnership of any sector-specific
guidance developed by the industry for the appboadf the GHS criteria belonged to the
authors, who should remain responsible for its eotst

38. Most experts suggested that providing a lirkmf the GHS web pages on the
UNECE secretariat website to an industry public sitebcontaining the guidance would be
the best option to make it available worldwide. Hoer, it was made clear that this would

In accordance with ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/34, para.38.
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not imply any endorsement of industry’s guidanceh® Sub-Committee. To that end, the
Chairperson and the secretariat volunteered toapeep draft disclaimer to be included in
the relevant web pages of the UNECE secretariasielfor consideration by the Sub-
Committee at its next session.”

2. The information about the activities of the Stlmmittee as well as general information
about the GHS is published in the website of thétddnNations Economic Commission for
Europe (UNECE), which provides secretariat servicethe Sub-Committee. The UNECE web
site is subject to the terms and conditions of agplicable to all United Nations web sites,
which, among other issues, address that of linkehl sites, and use of the contents, as follows:

(&) Links to third-party web sites:

“This Site may contain links and references toddparty web sites. The linked sites
are not under the control of the United Nationsg @he United Nations is not
responsible for the content of any linked site oy &nk contained in a linked site.
The United Nations provides these links only asm@avenience, and the inclusion of a
link or reference does not imply the endorsementhef linked site by the United
Nations.”

(b) Use of the contents:

“This site may contain advice, opinions and stateisieof various information

providers. The United Nations does not representemdorse the accuracy or
reliability of any advice, opinion, statement ohet information provided by any
information provider, any User of this Site or amtper person or entity. Reliance
upon any such advice, opinion, statement, or atifermation shall also be at the
User's own risk.”

3. The full text of the “Terms and conditions ofeusf United Nations web sites” may be
found at the bottom of each of the web pages ofuhited Nations’ web site, and has been
reproduced in the annex to this document for ehseference.

Proposal

4. To reflect the Sub-Committee’s views about tinnership and use of the contents of the
sector-specific guidance for the application of @1¢S developed by the industry, which will be

made available through a new web page at the UNEElSIte, it is proposed that the following

introductory sentence be inserted preceding thefliknks to external websites:

“This page contains links to third-party web sigsich are provided as a convenience. The
third-parties in question have informed the Uniations Sub-Committee of Experts on
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificatiord drabelling of Chemicals that they
had developed guidance for the application of thkS@ their own sectors.

At its 17th session, the Sub-Committee reiteratediew that the ownership of any sector-
specific guidance developed by the industry for #pplication of the GHS criteria
belonged to the authors, who should remain resplngir its contents.
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Most experts suggested that providing a link frdra GHS web pages on the UNECE
secretariat website to an industry public websitetaining the guidance would be the best
option to make it available worldwide. Howeverwas made clear that this would not
imply any endorsement of industry’'s guidance by tl8ub-Committee (see
ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/34, paras.37 and 38).

Attention is drawn also to paragraph 1.1.3.1.JhefGHS, whereby “Competent authorities
will decide how to apply the various elements of BHS based on the needs of the
competent authority and the target audience.”.

Refer also to the “Terms and conditions of uséheflnited Nations web sites.”.
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Annex

Terms and conditions of use of United Nations witdss

The use of this web site constitutes agreement tvetollowing terms and conditions:

(@)

(b)

(©)

The United Nations maintains this web site (tBite”) as a courtesy to those who may
choose to access the Site (“Users”). The informagpiesented herein is for informative
purposes only. The United Nations grants permistiobsers to visit the Site and to
download and copy the information, documents andtenads (collectively,
“Materials”) from the Site for the User's personabn-commercial use, without any
right to resell or redistribute them or to complecreate derivative works there from,
subject to the terms and conditions outlined belamd also subject to more specific
restrictions that may apply to specific Materiathvim this Site.

The United Nations administers this Site. KMaterial on this Site from the United
Nations appears subject to the present Terms andit@ms.

Unless expressly stated otherwise, the findiniggerpretations and conclusions
expressed in the Materials on this Site are thdstheo various United Nations staff
members, consultants and advisers to the UnitetbilNaBecretariat who prepared the
work and do not necessarily represent the viewh®fUnited Nations or its Member
States.

Disclaimers

Materials provided on this Site are provided “dswdthout warranty of any kind, either express
or implied, including, without limitation, warraes of merchantability, fithess for a particular
purpose and non-infringement. The United Natiorecggally does not make any warranties or
representations as to the accuracy or completesfegsy such Materials. The United Nations
periodically adds, changes, improves or updated/idierials on this Site without notice. Under
no circumstances shall the United Nations be lidbteany loss, damage, liability or expense
incurred or suffered that is claimed to have resuftom the use of this Site, including, without
limitation, any fault, error, omission, interrupti@r delay with respect thereto. The use of this
Site is at the User's sole risk. Under no circuntta, including but not limited to negligence,
shall the United Nations or its affiliates be liabdbr any direct, indirect, incidental, special or
consequential damages, even if the United Nati@sskeen advised of the possibility of such
damages.

The User specifically acknowledges and agrees tti@atUnited Nations is not liable for any
conduct of any User.

This site may contain advice, opinions and statésneh various information providers. The
United Nations does not represent or endorse tbgracy or reliability of any advice, opinion,

2 http://www.unece.org/legal notice/Terms%20and%2@@ns.htm
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statement or other information provided by any iinfation provider, any User of this Site or
any other person or entity. Reliance upon any sadiice, opinion, statement, or other
information shall also be at the User's own riskither the United Nations nor its affiliates, nor
any of their respective agents, employees, infaongproviders or content providers, shall be
liable to any User or anyone else for any inacoyracror, omission, interruption, deletion,
defect, alteration of or use of any content hereirfor its timeliness or completeness, nor shall
they be liable for any failure of performance, cangp virus or communication line failure,
regardless of cause, or for any damages resuhigrgfrom.

As a condition of use of this Site, the User agreesndemnify the United Nations and its
affiliates from and against any and all actiongjrobk, losses, damages, liabilities and expenses
(including reasonable attorneys' fees) arisingobubhe User's use of this Site, including, without
limitation, any claims alleging facts that if trueould constitute a breach by the User of these
Terms and Conditions. If the User is dissatisfigthwany Material on this Site or with any of its
Terms and Conditions of Use, the User's sole awtusixe remedy is to discontinue using the
Site.

This Site may contain links and references to tpady web sites. The linked sites are not under
the control of the United Nations, and the Uniteakibhs is not responsible for the content of
any linked site or any link contained in a linkatesThe United Nations provides these links
only as a convenience, and the inclusion of adinkeference does not imply the endorsement of
the linked site by the United Nations. If this Sitentains bulletin boards, chat rooms, access to
mailing lists or other message or communicationlifeas (collectively, “Forums”), the User
agrees to use the Forums only to send and recedgsages and materials that are proper and
related to the particular Forum. By way of examghel not as a limitation, the User agrees that
when using a Forum, he or she shall not do ankiefdllowing:

(a) Defame, abuse, harass, stalk, threaten orvatie violate the legal rights (such as
rights of privacy and publicity) of others;

(b) Publish, post, distribute or disseminate anfaatory, infringing, obscene, indecent or
unlawful material or information;

(c) Upload or attach files that contain softwareotter material protected by intellectual
property laws (or by rights of privacy and publitinless the User owns or controls
the rights thereto or has received all consentetbeas may be required by law;

(d) Upload or attach files that contain virusesyuapted files or any other similar software
or programs that may damage the operation of aristb@mputer;

(e) Delete any author attributions, legal noticeproprietary designations or labels in any
file that is uploaded,;

() Falsify the origin or source of software or ethmaterial contained in a file that is
uploaded;
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(g) Advertise or offer to sell any goods or sersicar conduct or forward surveys, contests
or chain letters, or download any file posted bgthar user of a Forum that the User
knows, or reasonably should know, cannot be leghdliributed in such manner.

The User acknowledges that all Forums and discasgroups are public and not private
communications. Further, the User acknowledgesdhats, postings, conferences, e-mails and
other communications by other Users are not endobgethe United Nations, and that such
communications shall not be considered to have beeiewed, screened or approved by the
United Nations. The United Nations reserves thatrig remove, for any reason and without
notice, any content of the Forums received fromrglsgacluding, without limitation, e-mail and
bulletin board postings.

Preservation of immunities

Nothing herein shall constitute or be consideredé¢oa limitation upon or a waiver of the
privileges and immunities of the United Nations,iethare specifically reserved.

General

The United Nations reserves its exclusive righitsrsole discretion to alter, limit or discontinue
the Site or any Materials in any respect. The Whit@tions shall have no obligation to take the
needs of any User into consideration in connedtienewith.

The United Nations reserves the right to denysrsdle discretion any user access to this Site or
any portion thereof without notice. No waiver by tbnited Nations of any provision of these
Terms and Conditions shall be binding except asfat in writing and signed by its duly
authorized representative.



