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REPORT
.  ATTENDANCE

1. The Committee of Experts on the Transport of deaous Goods and on the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgGhemicals held its fourth session in
Geneva on 12 December 2008.

2. Experts from the following countries took partthe session: Argentina, Australia, Austria,
Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan,eNatids, New Zealand, Norway, Poland,
Portugal, Sweden, United Kingdom and United Statesmerica.

3. The following intergovernmental organizationsraeveepresented: European Commission
(EC) and Organization for Economic Co-operation Biegelopment (OECD).

4. Representatives of the following non-governmlerteganizations were also present:
International Council of Chemical Associations (lECinternational Paint and Printing Ink
Council (IPPIC), and the Soap and Detergent Ass§0Qi&§SDA).

Il. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (agenda item 1)

Document ST/SG/AC.10/35 (Secretariat)

5. The Committee adopted the provisional agendaapeel by the secretariat.
lIl. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (agenda item 2)

6. Ms. K. Headrick (Canada) and Mr. R. Richard (BdiStates of America) were elected
President and Vice-President respectively.

IV. RESOLUTIONS AND DECISIONS OF THE ECONOMIC AND S OCIAL COUNCIL
(agenda item 3)

Document ST/SG/AC.10/2006/1 (Secretariat)

7. The Committee took note of the Economic and SoCialincil's resolution 2007/63 of
23 July 2007, of its decision 2008/201C of 29 A@Q08 and of their consequences for its
membership and that of its sub-committees, aslddtai the explanatory notes to the agenda.

8. The Committee noted with satisfaction that teerstariat had published the fifteenth
revised edition of the Recommendations on the Tamsof Dangerous Goods, Model
Regulations (ST/SG/AC.10/1/Rev.15), Amendment 2the fourth revised edition of the
Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Gobtmual of Test and Criteria
(ST/SG/AC.10/11/Rev.4/Amdt.2) and the second reViedition of the Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemic&BHS) (ST/SG/AC.10/30/Rev.2) in all
official languages of the United Nations.
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9. It was also noted that the Model RegulationsthedGHS were also available in electronic
format:

(@) On the website of the Transport Division of thunited Nations Economic
Commission for Europewlww.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.tim all official
languages of the United Nations; and

(b)  Separately on a trilingual (English/Frenchidph) CD-ROM including in addition
the Manual of Tests and Criteria, as a sales paiiic.

Other language versions could be made availabtedgecretariat on request.

V. WORK OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON THE TRAN SPORT OF
DANGEROUS GOODS DURING THE BIENNIUM 2008-2009(agenda item 4)

Documents ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/62 and -/Add.1
ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/64
ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/66 and -/Add 1
ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/2008/CRP.3 and Adds.1-10
ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/2008/CRP.4 and Adds.1-11

10. The Committee took note of the reports of thb-Sommittee of Experts on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods (TDG Sub-Committee) on its yHirst, thirty-second and thirty-third
sessions. The Committee noted also that the Subn@bee had adopted its reports on its
thirty-fourth session (1-9 December 2008) on thsid@®f a draft prepared by the secretariat
(ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/2008/CRP.3 and Adds.1-10 and -/@R#ad Adds. 1-11) with some slight
modifications. The final report has been issue8 BSG/AC.10/C.3/68.

11. The Committee endorsed the reports of the Submiittee, including the amendments to
the existing recommendations on the transport ohgdeous goods and the new
recommendations made (see annexes | and II).

VI. WORK OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS ON THE GLO BALLY
HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF CLASSIFICATION AND LABELLING O F
CHEMICALS DURING THE BIENNIUM 2007-2008 (agenda item 5)

Documents ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/26 and -/Corr.1
ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/28
ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/30
ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2008/CRP.3 and Adds.1-5
ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/2008/CRP.4 and Add.1

12. The Committee took note of the reports of the-Sommittee of Experts on the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labelliigcbemicals (GHS Sub-Committee) on its
thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth sessions. Coenmittee noted also that the Sub-Committee
had adopted the report on its sixteenth sessiorl21December 2008) on the basis of a draft
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prepared by the secretariat (ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/20R8/3 and Adds. 1-5 and -/CRP.4 and
Add.1) with some minor changes. The final repod been issued as ST/SG/AC.10/C.4/32.

13. The Committee endorsed the reports of the Subiittee, including the amendments to
the existing text of the GHS and the new provisiadspted (see annex Ill).

VIl. PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE BIENNIUM 2009-2010 (agenda item 6)
A. Programme of work

14. The Committee approved the programme of wotkeftwo sub-committees as reflected in
ST/SG/AC.10/C.3/68, para. 118 and ST/SG/AC.10/Q. A3 nex II.

B. Calendar of meetings

15. The Committee agreed that the schedule of ng=etor 2009-2010 should be as follows:

2009
22-26 June 20009: TDG Sub-Committee, 35th sessiorD m@detings)
29 June - 1 (a.m) July 2009: GHS Sub-Committeth 4&ssion (5 meetings)
30 November -
9 (a.m) December 2009: TDG Sub-Committee, 36thiges (15 meetings)
9 (p.m.) — 11 December 2009: GHS Sub-Committeth 48ssion (5 meetings)
Total: TDG: 25 meetings

GHS: 10 meetings
2010
21-30 (a.m) June 2010: TDG Sub-Committee, 37¢8isa (15 meetings)
30 (p.m.) June — 2 July 2010: GHS Sub-Commiitéd) session (5 meetings)
29 November — 7 (a.m)
December 2010: TDG Sub-Committee, 38th session mE@&ings)
7 (p.m.) — 9 December 2010: GHS Sub-Committedy 88ssion (5 meetings)
10 December 2010: Committee, 5th session (2 menting
Total: TDG: 28 meetings

GHS: 10 meetings
Committee: 2 meetings
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VIIl. DRAFT RESOLUTION 2009/... OF THE ECONOMIC AND S OCIAL COUNCIL
(agenda item 7)

Informal documentINF.1

16. The Committee adopted a draft resolution fanswteration by the Council at its 2009
substantive session (see annex V).

IX. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (agenda item 8)
A.  Cooperation between the sub-committees

17. The expert from Germany expressed the wishtlieaGHS Sub-Committee be represented
by a member of its Bureau at sessions of the TDG-Gammittee so that the TDG Sub-
Committee could be briefed on matters being addeby the GHS Sub-Committee when such
matters could have implications for transport afigierous goods regulations.

B. Condolences

18. The Committee learnt with great sadness that@hsntal Baudet, who had provided with

great devotion secretariat services to the Comendtal its two sub-committees since 1994 had
just passed away after a very long illness. The @iitee observed a minute of silence in her
memory and requested the President and Vice-Prasidesend condolences to Ms. Baudet's
family on its behalf.

X. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (agenda item 9)

19. The Committee adopted the report on its fosetksion and the annexes thereto on the basis
of a draft prepared by the secretariat.
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Annex |

Amendments to the fifteenth revised edition of th&kecommendations on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods, Model Reqgulations (ST/SG/AC.10Rev.15)
(See ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.1)

Annex Il

Amendments to the fourth revised edition of the Remmmendations on the Transport
of Dangerous Goods, Manual of Tests and Criteria (BSG/AC.10/11/Rev.4)
(See ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.2)

Annex Il

Amendments to the second revised edition of the Glally Harmonized System
of Classification and labelling of Chemicals (GHSJST/SG/AC.10/30/Rev.2)
(See ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.3)
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2009/...

Annex IV

Draft resolution 2009/... of the Economic and Socidaouncil

Work of the Committee of Experts on the Transport & Dangerous Goods and
on the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationand Labelling of
Chemicals

The Economic and Social Council,

Recalling its resolutions 1999/65 of 26 October 1999 and7Z®0f 23 July
2007,

Having considered the report of the Secretary-General on the workhef
Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangei®uasds and on the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgGhemicalé during the
biennium 2007-2008,

A. Work of the Committee regarding the transport d dangerous goods

Recognizing the importance of the work of the Committee fore th
harmonization of codes and regulations relatingh® transport of dangerous
goods,

Bearing in mind the need to maintain safety standards at all tiemesk to
facilitate trade, as well as the importance of ttusthe various organizations
responsible for modal regulations, while meeting tirowing concern for the
protection of life, property and the environmentotigh the safe and secure
transport of dangerous goods,

Noting the ever-increasing volume of dangerous goodsgb#&itroduced
into worldwide commerce, and the rapid expansiotecfinology and innovation,

Recalling that while the major international instruments gousy the
transport of dangerous goods by the various mofigamsport and many national
regulations are now better harmonized with the Mi&kgulations annexed to the
Committee’s recommendations on the transport ofjeiaus goods further work
on harmonizing these instruments is necessary haree safety and to facilitate
trade; Recalling also that, uneven progress inupéating of national inland
transport legislation in some countries of the @warbntinues to present serious
challenges to international multimodal transport,

1. Expressesits appreciation for the work of the Committee of Experts
on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and on theaBjobBarmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals with respto matters relating to the
transport of dangerous goods, including their sgcir transport;
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2. Requeststhe Secretary-General:

(@) To circulate the new and amended recommestgiatdn the transport
of dangerous goods to the Governments of MembetesStahe specialized
agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agencyd asther international
organizations concerned;

(b) To publish the sixteenth revised edition lbé Recommendations on
the Transport of Dangerous Goods: Model Regulations® and the fifth revised
edition of theRecommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods. Manual of
Tests and Criteria® in all the official languages of the United Natoiin the most
cost-effective manner, no later than the end 08200

(c) To make those publications available on tlebsite of the Economic
Commission for Europgwhich provides secretariat services to the Conemjtt
and to make them available also on CD-ROM;

3. Invites all Governments, regional commissions, the speeidl
agencies, the International Atomic Energy Agencyl dhe other concerned
international organizations to transmit to the etorat of the Committee their
views on the Committee’s work, together with anynoaaents that they may wish
to make on the UN Recommendations on the Trangpp@angerous Goods;

4. Invites all interested Governments, the regional commissiahe
specialized agencies and the international orgéaoira concerned to take into
account the recommendations of the Committee whareldping or updating
appropriate codes and regulations;

5. Requests the Committee to study, in consultation with the
International Maritime Organization, the Internatb Civil Aviation
Organization, the regional commissions and thergateernmental organizations
concerned, the possibilities of improving the inmpéntation of the Model
Regulations on the Transport of Dangerous Goo@dl icountries for the purposes
of ensuring a high level of safety and eliminatiaghnical barriers to international
trade, including through the further harmonizataininternational agreements or
conventions governing the international transpbdamgerous goods;

6. Invites all Governments, as well as regional commissions o
organizations concerned, the International Maritifdgganization and the
International Civil Aviation Organization, to prale feedback to the Committee
as regards variations in the provisions of natioregional or international legal
instruments from those of the Model Regulations, arder to enable the
Committee to develop cooperative guidelines forameing consistency between
these requirements and reducing unnecessary impatBmidentifying existing
substantive international modal, regional, andamati differences with the aim of
reducing these differences to the greatest extetipal and ensuring that where
differences are necessary that they do not posedments to the safe and
efficient transport of dangerous goods; undertakamgeditorial review of the
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Model Regulations and various modal instrumentshiite aim of improving
clarity, user friendliness and the ability for tleguirements to be easily translated,;

B. Work of the Committee regarding the Globally Hamonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

Bearing in mind that in paragraph 23 (c) of the Plan of Implemeomaof
the World Summit on Sustainable Development (Joeslourg Plan of
Implementation) countries were encouraged to implement the Glgball
Harmonized System of Classification and LabellifgGhemicals as soon as
possible with a view to having the system fully gi®nal by 2008,

Bearing in mind also that the General Assembly, in its resolution 53/25
20 December 2002, endorsed the Johannesburg Plampmié&mentation and
requested the Economic and Social Council to implanthe provisions of the
Plan relevant to its mandate and, in particularpriamote the implementation of
Agenda 21 by strengthening system-wide coordination

Noting with satisfaction:

(@ That the Economic Commission for Europe adl a® all United
Nations programmes and specialized agencies castevith chemical safety in
the field of transport or of the environment, inrtgaular, the United Nations
Environment Programme, the International Maritimeg&hization and the
International Civil Aviation Organization, have eddy taken appropriate steps to
amend their legal instruments in order to give afte the Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemidaéfore the end of the 2008
target date or are considering amending them as a®possible;

(b) That the International Labour Organizatidre Food and Agriculture
Organization and the World Health Organization as® taking appropriate steps
to adapt their existing chemical safety recommandaf codes and guidelines to
the Globally Harmonized System of Classificationl &abelling of Chemicals, in
particular in the areas of occupational health saféty, pesticide management and
the prevention and treatment of poisoning;

(c) That the Globally Harmonized System of Classtion and Labelling
of Chgmicals is already in force in New Zealana¢ei2001) and Mauritius (since
2004)";

(d) That a new regulation of the European Pasiainand of the Council
implementing the Globally Harmonized System of Sifasation and Labelling of
Chemicals in the Member States of the European rJrand the European
Economic Area entered into force on 20 January 2009

(e) That other Member States participating in thativities of the
Subcommittee of Experts on the Globally Harmoni&Bdtem of Classification
and Labelling of Chemicals, are actively prepar@gsions of national legislation
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applicable to chemicals for implementation of tHelfally Harmonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals;

(H That several United Nations programmes, sgeed agencies and
regional organizations, in particular the Unitedtibias Institute for Training and
Research, the International Labour Organizatioe, World Health Organization,
the Economic Commission for Europe, Asia-Pacifioamic Cooperation, the
Organization for the Economic Co-operation and Dwaent, Governments, the
European Commission and non-governmental organizatirepresenting the
chemical industry, have organized or contributedhtdtiple workshops, seminars
and other capacity-building activities at the intdronal, regional, sub-regional
and national levels in order to raise administratibealth sector and industry
awareness and to prepare for the implementatioth@fGlobally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemigals

Aware that effective implementation will require furthexooperation
between the Subcommittee of Experts on the Globdliymonized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals and th&linational bodies concerned,
continued efforts by the Governments of the Mentitetes, cooperation with the
industry and other stakeholders, and significappsut for capacity-building
activities in countries with economies in transitend developing countries,

Recalling the particular significance of the United Natiolmstitute for
Training and Research, International Labour Orgation, Organization for
Economic Co-operation and Development Global Pestie for Capacity-
Building to implement the Globally Harmonized Systef Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals for building capacities Htl@vels,

1. Commends the Secretary-General for the publication of tleeosid
revised edition of th&lobally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling
of Chemicals (GHS) in the six official languages of the United Nasoimn book
form® and on CD-ROM? and its availability together with related infortioa
material on the website of the Economic Commis$asrEurope which provides
secretariat services to the Committée;

2. Expresses its deep appreciation to the Committee, the Economic
Commission for Europe, United Nations programmeecmlized agencies and
other organizations concerned for their fruitfubperation and their commitment
to the implementation of the Globally Harmonizedsteyn of Classification and
Labelling of Chemicals;

3. Requeststhe Secretary-General:

(@) To circulate the amendmelitso the second revised edition of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals to the
Governments of Member States, the specialized age@nd other international
organizations concerned;
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(b) To publish the third revised editidnof the Globally Harmonized
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals in all the official languages of
the United Nations in the most cost-effective mamwelater than the end of 2009
and to make it available on CD-ROM and on the websif the Economic
Commission for Europg;

(c) To continue to provide information on the immlentation of the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andbéling of Chemicals
available on the website of the Economic Commis&orEurope’

4. Invites Governments that have not yet done so to taken¢lcessary steps,
through appropriate national procedures and/orslagpn, to implement the
Globally Harmonized System of Classification andbéléing of Chemicals as soon
as possible;

5. Reiterates its invitation to the regional commissions, United Nations
programmes, the specialized agencies and otherniaegeons concerned to

promote the implementation of the Globally HarmexiSystem of Classification

and Labelling of Chemicals and, where relevantarteend their respective legal

international instruments addressing transporttgafeorkplace safety, consumer
protection or the protection of the environmentasdo give effect to the Globally

Harmonized System of Classification and LabelliigCinemicals through such

instruments;

6. Invites Governments, the regional commissions, United adxati

programmes, the specialized agencies and otherniaegeons concerned to
provide feedback to the Subcommittee on the stapsntfor the implementation
of the Globally Harmonized System of Classificateomd Labelling of Chemicals
in all relevant sectors, through internationaljoegl or national legal instruments,
recommendations, codes and guidelines, includirtie{wapplicable) information
about the transitional periods for its implemeimbati

7. Encourages Governments, the regional commissions, United dxiati
programmes, specialized agencies and other relentarnational organizations
and non-governmental organizations, in particutmsé representing industry, to
strengthen their support of the implementatiornef Globally Harmonized System
of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals by yithng financial contributions
and/or technical assistance for capacity-buildiotydies in developing countries
and countries with economies in transition;

C. Programme of work of the Committee

Taking note of the programme of work of the Committee for thennium
2009-2010 as contained in paragraphs [....] of thenteof the Secretary-General,

Noting the relatively poor level of participation of exfgefrom developing
countries and countries with economies in transitiothe work of the Committee
and the need to promote their wider participations work,
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1. Decidesto approve the programme of work of the Committee;

2. Sresses the importance of the participation of experts from
developing countries and from countries with ecoiesnin transition in the work
of the Committee and, in that regard, calls foruntdry contributions to facilitate
their participation, including through support toavel and daily subsistence, and
invites Member States and international organipation a position to do so to
contribute;

3. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit a report to then&mic
and Social Council in 2011 on the implementatiortha present resolution, the
recommendations on the transport of dangerous gamu$ the Globally
Harmonized System of Classification and Labellih@€bemicals.

o O A W N P
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E/2009/.... [to be completed]

ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.1 and Add.2.

ST/SG/AC.10/1/Rev.16.

ST/SG/AC.10/11/Rev.5.

www.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.htm.

Report of the World Summit on Sustainable Develept, Johannesburg, South
Africa, 26 August-4 September 2002 (United Natigmgblication, Sales No.
E.03.11LA.1 and corrigendum), chap. |, resolutigra@nex.

Information on implementation of the Globally Ilramized System of
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals by coyrand through international legal
instruments, recommendations, codes and guideitnasailable on the website of
the Economic Commission for Europe at
www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/ghs/implementagidriml

“Regulation (EC) No 1272/2008 of the European parliament and of the council of

16 December 2008 on classification, labelling and packaging of substances and
mixtures, amending and repealing Directives 67/548/EEC and 1999/45/EC, and
amending Regulation (EC) No 1907/2006” (Official Journal of the European
Union L 353 of 31 December 2008).

United Nations publication, Sales No. E.O07.11.&rfl corrigenda.

United Nations publication, Sales No. E/F/S.0N.¥I
http://www.unece.org/trans/danger/danger.htm

ST/SG/AC.10/36/Add.3.

ST/SG/AC.10/30/Rev.3.




