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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. At its 68th session in February 2006, UNECE Inland Transport Committee (ITC) adopted 
its programme of work for the period 2006-2010 (ECE/TRANS/166/Add.1). The Committee 
recalled that its subsidiary bodies needed to examine their programmes of work every two years, 
noting the possibility for them to modify the programmes of work annually if there was a need to 
do so (ECE/TRANS/162, para. 125).  

2. At its 69th session in February 2007, ITC made changes to its programme of work based on 
the list of transport priorities identified in the Work Plan of the ECE Reform (ECE/TRANS/192, 
paras. 6-7). The Committee also adopted Resolution No. 258 on “Supporting Further 
Development of Inland Water Transport” where it requested the Working Party on Inland Water 
Transport to proceed with carrying out of the Action Plan for the implementation of the decisions 
taken by the Bucharest pan-European Conference on Inland Water Transport and to amend its 
Programme of Work for the period 2007-2011 accordingly (ECE/TRANS/192, para. 82 and 
Annex II).  

3. This document contains updates and changes to the SC.3 programme of work for 2007-
2011 prepared by the secretariat based on the progress of work since 2006, the above-mentioned 
Action Plan, as well as the 2006 discussion paper on possible follow-up by SC.3 to the Bucharest 
Conference (ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1). New proposals are highlighted in bold and the 
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text proposed for deletion has been placed in [square brackets] and struck through. The Working 
Party may wish to review the proposal and bring amendments to its programme of work, as well 
as to endorse the proposed calendar of meetings for 2008. 

II. DRAFT PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR 2007-2011 

A. Inland waterway infrastructure Priority: 1 

Description: Development of a coherent navigable waterway network in 
Europe. 

Work to be undertaken: The Working Party on Inland Water Transport will carry 
out the following activities: 

 

1. Continuing activities  

(a) Monitoring the implementation of AGN Agreement and consideration of 
possible amendments to it.  

 

Output expected:  

(i) Preparation of action plans on elimination of concrete bottlenecks 
and completion of missing links on particular E waterways crossing 
the territory of more than one State Party to AGN and preparation of 
proposals on the development of concrete river-sea routes in the 
context of the AGN Agreement (as called for in resolution No. 252 
of the Inland Transport Committee of 20 February 2003). 

Priority: 2 

(ii) Updating the lists of ports and waterways of international 
importance in annexes I and II of the agreement. 

Priority: 2 

(b) Revision of the Inventory of Main Standards and Parameters of the 
E Waterway Network ("blue book") in order to enable Governments to 
monitor the progress in the implementation of the AGN Agreement.   

 

Output expected: Preparing every five years a revised version of the blue 
book. 

Priority: 1 

(c) Updating [Preparation and circulation of] maps of European inland 
waterways in order to avail Governments with up-to-date data concerning 
inland waterway infrastructure in Europe 

 

Output expected: Publication every five years of the update of the Map of 
European Inland Waterways. 

Priority: 2 
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2. Activities of a limited duration  

None.  

B. Harmonization of requirements concerning international inland waterway 
transport including inland water transport safety and facilitation of its 
operations 

Priority: 1 

Description:  

(a) Exchange of views on selected aspects of new and improved techniques in 
inland water transport, their economic importance and appropriate 
applications; standardization of ship's papers and consideration of relevant 
legal provisions with a view to their harmonization aimed at facilitating and 
promoting international water transport in Europe. 

 

(b) Standardization of technical requirements for inland navigation vessels with 
a view to ensuring the high level of safety of navigation throughout the 
European network of inland waterways and the reciprocal recognition on 
this basis of ship's certificates. 

 

(c) Harmonization of safety requirements for inland navigation in Europe with 
a view to ensuring homogeneous and internationally acceptable standards of 
safety of navigation throughout the European network of inland waterways. 

 

Work to be undertaken: The Working Party, using when necessary the expertise 
of the Working Party on the Standardization of Technical and Safety 
Requirements in Inland Navigation, will continue its work on the following 
questions: 

 

1. Continuing activities  

(a) Consideration of the possibility and need for amending existing UNECE 
legal instruments and recommendations with provisions aimed at enhancing 
transport security 

 

Output expected: Possible adoption of relevant draft amendments to AGN 
Agreement, CEVNI and/or [Recommendations on Technical Requirements 
for Inland Navigation Vessels] Recommendations on Harmonized 
Europe-wide technical requirements for Inland navigation vessels 
(Resolution No.61). 

Priority: 2 
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(b) Preparation and circulation of studies [a study] on the situation and trends 

in inland navigation in order to provide Governments with up-to-date basic 
information and data concerning inland water transport mode. 

 

Output expected:  

(i) Regular publishing (once every ten years) of “White Paper on 
Trends in and Development of Inland Navigation and its 
Infrastructure” to inform general public about advantages of 
transport by inland waterway and issues in its development; 1/ 

Priority: 1 

(ii) Drafting a summary on recent developments in the field of inland 
navigation in member Governments once every two years; 

Priority: 2 

(iii) Consideration of the possibility to elaborate a comprehensive 
strategic policy for inland navigation, extending beyond the EC 
and covering also such countries as Belarus, Croatia, Kazakhstan, 
Republic of Moldova, Russian Federation, Serbia, Ukraine and 
Switzerland; 2/ 

Priority: 2 

(iv) Consideration of the questions of financing of inland waterway 
development.  Certain basic aspects of possible distribution of cost 
among beneficiaries as well as the main economic indicators for 
such infrastructure development could become a subject of a 
White Paper on financing the infrastructure of inland waterway 
transport. 3/ 

Priority: 3 

                         
1/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 26. 
2/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 28. 
3/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 40. 
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(c) Application and updating of [the Recommendations on Technical 
Requirements for Inland Navigation Vessels (annex to resolution No. 17, 
revised)] Recommendations on Harmonized Europe-wide technical 
requirements for Inland navigation vessels (Resolution No. 61) in order 
to ensure a high level of safety of navigation. 

 

Output expected:  

(i) Updating Recommendations on Harmonized Europe-wide 
technical requirements for Inland navigation vessels (Resolution 
No.61) [General revision of the Recommendations with a view to their 
harmonization on a Pan-European level] with due regard, in particular, 
to the provisions in force within the European Union and river 
commissions. [(2006)]  

Priority: 1 

(ii) Further development of Resolution No.61, including, in particular, 
consideration of a possibility and modality for the elaboration of 
specific unified technical requirements for sea-river vessels, sea-going 
ships and recreational craft. [(2006)] 

Priority: 1 

[(ii) Elaboration of harmonized procedure for consideration of applications 
for recognition of ship’s certificate to ensure a common and non-
discriminatory approach to such a consideration  (2008)] 4/ 

Priority: 1 

[(d)Application and updating the Recommendations on Minimum Requirements 
for the Issuance of Boatmasters’ Licenses in Inland Navigation with a view to 
their Reciprocal Recognition for International Traffic (annex to resolution 
No. 31). 

Output expected: General revision of the Recommendations with a view to 
their harmonization on a Pan-European level with due regard, in particular, 
to the provisions in force within the European Union and river commissions 
(2010) 5/ 

 
 
 
 
Priority: 1 

                         
4/ Now included under item d (ii). 
5/ Now included under item d (i). 
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(d) Assisting Governments in facilitating the free movement of crew 

members across Europe. 6/ 
 

Output expected:  

(i) Revision of the Recommendations on Minimum Manning 
Requirements for the Issuance of Boatmasters’ Licenses in Inland 
Navigation with a view to their Reciprocal Recognition for 
International Traffic (annex to resolution No. 31) and their 
harmonization on a Pan-European level with due regard, in particular, 
to the provisions in force within the European Union and river 
commissions (2010); 

Priority: 1 

(ii) Elaboration of a harmonized procedure for consideration of 
applications for recognition of ship’s certificates and boatmasters’ 
licenses with the aim of ensuring a general and non-discriminatory 
approach to this consideration; 

Priority: 1 

(iii) Consideration of the possibility of a development of an all-
European uniform Riverfarers’ identity Document; 7/ 

Priority: 2 

(iv) Rationalisation and unification to the extent possible and, in 
cooperation with CCNR and DC, of the requirements on checking 
the knowledge by boatmasters of specific stretches of inland 
waterways and their skill in coning vessels on those stretches. 
Consideration, with the participation of shipping companies, of 
the harmonization of crew members’ job profiles. 8/ 

Priority: 2 

(v) Consideration, jointly with river commissions, of the 
establishment of a European network aiming at the facilitation of 
exchanges on national educational programmes and vocational 
training in inland navigation; 9/ 

Priority: 3 

                         
6/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 17. 
7/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 17. 
8/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 17. 
9/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 20. 
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(e) Application and updating of the European Code for Inland Waterways 
(CEVNI) and the provisions concerning Signs and Signals on Inland 
Waterways (SIGNI) to ensure a high level of safety in international traffic. 

 

Output expected:  

(i) Adoption of amendments to CEVNI concerning, in particular, high-
speed vessels and navigation in reduced visibility [(2006)];  

Priority: 1 

(ii) Publication of a revised SIGNI; Priority: 1 

(iii) Helping Governments and river commissions to identify and 
reduce, if possible, the difference between the CEVNI rules and 
the national/regional legislation. 10/ 

Priority: 1 

(f) Elaboration of requirements for the prevention of pollution from vessels 
with a view to protecting the environment from pollution, noise and 
vibration originating from shipping. 

 

Output expected:  

(i) Amendment of resolution No. 21 on Prevention of Water Pollution by 
Inland Navigation Vessels [(2004)]; and consideration of measures 
aimed at prevention of air pollution from inland navigation vessels. 
[(2006)] 

Priority: 1 

(ii) Regular revision, in cooperation with EC and river commissions, 
the environmental standards taking into account the technological 
progress and the ever-increasing demand for the protection of the 
environment. 11/ 

Priority: 2 

                         
10/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/WP.3/62, para. 14. 
11/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 35. 
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(g) Promotion of implementation of existing UNECE Conventions pertaining to 

inland navigation and assessment of the legal instruments concerned in 
order to consider updating those, which have become obsolete.   

 
 

Output expected:  

Preparation, in consultation with legal experts of member Governments, and 
circulation of relevant questionnaires on implementing UNECE legal 
instruments on inland water transport in force, analysis of the responses by 
Governments and presentation of appropriate recommendations to the 
Committee 

Priority: 2 

(i) Discussing the question of practical implementation by member 
Governments of the provisions of the Budapest Convention on the 
Contract for the Carriage of Goods by Inland Waterway (CMNI) 
and its impact on national legislation; 12/ 

Priority: 2 

(ii) Revision and updating of the 1965 Convention on the Registration 
of Inland Navigation Vessels; 

Priority: 2 

(iii) Initiating the consideration of the findings and recommendations 
of the Group of Volunteers on legislative obstacles, as reflected in 
TRANS/SC.3/2005/1 with a view to simplifying national legislation 
of member countries. 13/ 

Priority: 3 

(h) Application and maintenance, in close cooperation with competent 
international groups of experts, of resolutions on common principles 
and technical requirements for a Pan-European River Information 
Service. 14/ 

 

Output expected: Maintenance of texts and technical annexes of the 
following Resolutions: 

(i) No. 48 - Recommendation on Electronic Chart Display and 
Information System for Inland Navigation (Inland ECDIS); 

(ii) No. 57 - Guidelines and Recommendations for River Information 
Services; 

(iii) No. 60 - International standards for notices to skippers and for 
electronic ship reporting in inland navigation; 

(iv) No. 63 - International Standards for Tracking and Tracing in 
Inland Waterways. 

Priority: 2 

                         
12/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 21. 
13/ Introduced based on ECE/TRANS/SC.3/2006/11/Add.1, para. 25. 
14/  Introduced based on item 2 of the Plan of Action as follow-up to the Pan-European Conference on Inland 
Water Transport. 
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2. Activities of a limited duration  

(i) Following the developments relating to the possible accession of Central 
and Eastern European countries to the CLNI Convention of 1988 with a 
view to deciding whether this may ensure the establishment in Europe of a 
unique regime of liability of owners of inland navigation vessels. (2007). 

Priority: 3 

(j) Consideration of upgrading the status of resolutions Nos. [17, revised 
(Recommendations on Technical Requirements for Inland Navigation 
Vessels)] 61 (Recommendations on Harmonized Europe-wide technical 
requirements for Inland navigation vessels), 24 (European Code for 
Inland Waterways) and 31 (Recommendations on boatmasters' licences) 
including their possible conversion into binding instruments with a view to 
providing, inter alia, for reciprocal recognition by its Parties of ship's 
certificates and crew members' licences issued on their basis. (2006). 

 

Output expected: Presentation of amendments to the annex to resolution 
No. [17, revised] 61, and to CEVNI in such a way that they could become a 
part of a binding instrument. 

Priority: 2 

(k) Assisting Governments and river commissions in facilitating transport 
of disabled people. 15/ 

 

Output expected: Possible revision of Resolution No. 25, which contains 
Guidelines for Passenger Vessels also suited for carrying Disabled 
Persons. 

Priority: 2 

[(l) Establishment of common principles and technical requirements for a Pan-
European River Information Service. 

Output expected: Adoption of Resolution on Standard for Vessel Tracking 
and Tracing Systems in Inland Navigation (2007) 

Amendment of resolution No. 48 on Electronic Chart Display and 
Information Systems for Inland Navigation (Inland ECDIS) (2007) 

 
 
 
Priority: 2 

 
Priority: 2] 

                         
15/ Introduced following the request of the Bureau of the ITC, ECE/TRANS/SC.3/177, para. 32. 
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III. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 

March 

5-7 Working Party on the Standardization of Technical and Safety Requirements in 
Inland Navigation (SC.3/WP.3) (thirty-second session) 

June 

9-11 Working Party on the Standardization of Technical and Safety Requirements in 
Inland Navigation (SC.3/WP.3) (thirty-third session) 

October 

14-16 Working Party on Inland Water Transport (SC.3) (fifty-second session) 

___________ 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


