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Note:
The text reproduced below was prepared by the expert from OICA in order to harmonize the rules for activation of the stop lights at speeds under and above 50 km/h.  The modifications to the current text of the Regulation are marked as strikethrough.
A.
PROPOSAL

Paragraph 5.2.1.30.3., amend to read:

"5.2.1.30.3.
Activation of the service braking system by "automatically commanded braking" shall generate the signal mentioned above.  However, when the retardation generated is less than 0.7 m/s2 at a vehicle speed greater than 50 km/h the signal may be suppressed."

Paragraph 5.2.2.21.1., amend to read:

"5.2.2.21.1.
In the case of trailers equipped with an electric control line the message "illuminate stop lamps" shall be transmitted by the trailer via the electric control line when the trailer braking system is activated during "automatically commanded braking" initiated by the trailer.  However, when the retardation generated is less than 0.7 m/s2 at a vehicle speed greater than 50 km/h the signal may be suppressed."
B.
JUSTIFICATION

Today, comfort functions as cruise control with braking or adaptive cruise control, which use automatically commanded braking have an increasing market penetration.  Small decelerations under 0.7 m/s² that, in former times, had been manually commanded by a release of the throttle pedal are now achieved by automatically commanded service braking.

The limit of 0.7 m/s² is already mentioned in the actual braking regulations but only for speeds greater than 50 km/h.  For the latest adaptive cruise control functions which may brake the vehicle until a complete stop, there is no necessity for a differentiation under and above 50 km/h.
In the current text of the Regulation, for speeds under 50 km/h there is no lower deceleration threshold given.  As a consequence, even for very low decelerations, e.g. 0.1 m/s² achieved by automatically commanded braking, the vehicle has to illuminate the stop lamps whereas distinctly higher decelerations, e.g. 1.0 m/s² provoked by engine brake, shall not activate the stop lamps.
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