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ATTENDANCE

1. The TIR Contact Group held its seventh session on 22 and 23 April 2002 in Athens
(Greece) on the invitation of the Government of Greece.

2. The session was attended by Governmental representatives from the following countries:
Albania; Austria; Azerbaijan; Belgium; Bulgaria; Croatia; Cyprus; Czech Republic; Estonia;
Georgia, Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iran; Italy; Lithuania; Luxembourg; Netherlands; Norway;
Poland; Russian Federation; Slovakia; Slovenia; Sweden; Switzerland; The former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia; Turkey; United Kingdom; Uzbekistan. A representative of the
European Community (EC) was also present.

3. Upon invitation by the UNECE secretariat, the session was also attended by
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representatives of the following national associations issuing and guaranteeing TIR Carnets:
National Association: AEBTRI; AIST; AITA; AMERIT; ANALTIR; ARTRI; ASMAP; ATRH;
BGL; CESMAD Bohemia; DTL; FEBETRA; GIZ INTERTRANSPORT; ICCIM; KAZATO;
Latvijas Auto; LINAVA; OFAE; SCT Service Carnet TIR B.V.; SIEV; TDA;
TRANSPORTKOMERC; UICCIAA; UND; UNTRR; ZMPD.

4. The International Road Transport Union (IRU) was also represented.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
Documentation: Provisional agenda.

5. The TIR Contact Group adopted its agenda as prepared by the UNECE secretariat.
ELECTION OF A CHAIRPERSON

6. The TIR Contact Group elected Mr. P. FRAGOS (Greece) as Chairman.
INTRODUCTION TO PHASE 11 OF THE TIR REVISION PROCESS

7. The TIR Contact Group took note of a presentation by the Greek Customs authorities
recalling the evolution and structural functioning of the TIR procedure underlining the positive
contribution and potential of the TIR Convention in line with the interests of its Contracting
Parties and the transport and trade industry.

8. The Contact Group noted with appreciation that the UNECE and the TIR secretariats had
produced a new version of the TIR Handbook in English, French and Russian containing all
amendments to the TIR Convention entering into force on 12 May 2002. Participants in the
session received a copy of the new TIR Handbook.

9. The TIR Contact Group was also informed by the secretariat about the general objectives
and priorities of the TIR revision process which had started in 1995 with a view to:

(a) Establishing control over the TIR procedure at national and international levels for
competent (Customs) authorities and the private sector;

(b)  Ensuring transparency, particularly of the international guarantee system, at all levels;

(©) Defining the roles and responsibilities of all parties involved;

(d) Clarifying and harmonizing, if appropriate, key procedures at national and international
levels;
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(e) Allowing for use of modern procedures and technologies;
€3] Preparing the TIR Convention for global application.

STATUS OF PHASE II OF THE TIR REVISION PROCESS
Documentation: ECE/TRANS/17/Amend.21; C.N.36.2001. TREATIES-1;
C.N.17.2002. TREATIES-2; C.N.123.2002. TREATIES-3; TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59.

10.  The Contact Group was informed that with Depositary Notification
C.N.123.2002.TREATIES-3 the Secretary-General of the United Nations has informed the
Contracting Parties to the Convention that the amendments contained in Depositary Notification
C.N.36.2001. TREATIES-1, adopted by the TIR Administrative Committee in October 2002
(TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59, Annexes 3, 5 and 7), will enter into force on 12 May 2002 as
objections have not been raised. The consolidated version of all amendments under Phase II of
the TIR revision process, including the amendments concerning corrections to the French text
contained in Depositary Notification C.N.17.2002.TREATIES-2, are contained in document
ECE/TRANS/17/Amend. 21. The Depositary Notifications and the amendment are available in
electronic format on the TIR web site (www.unece.org/trans/new_tir/welctir.htm).

11.  The Contact Group took note of information provided by the secretariat concerning the
binding nature for Contracting Parties to the Convention of amendments that have entered into
force. The Legal Office of the United Nations in New York has informed the UNECE secretariat
that, according to the provisions of the TIR Convention, the amendment not having been
objected TO by a Contracting Party within the stipulated time period, will enter into force for all
Contracting Parties "...three months after the expiry of a period of twelve months."

(Art. 59, para. 3). This means that all Contracting Parties to the Convention are bound by the
amendments and must ensure that their domestic legislation will be in place by the time the
amendments enter into force. The fact that a Contracting Party has not completed the necessary
domestic legal requirements, such as publication in the national legal journal, will not excuse it
from being bound by these amendments.

APPLICATION OF THE REVISED PROVISIONS UNDER PHASE 11
Documentation: ECE/TRANS/17/Amend.21; TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59 and Corr. 1-5.

12. The TIR Contact Group considered all aspects related to the application of the
amendments adopted by the TIR Administrative Committee (TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59,
annexes 3, 5 and 7).

13. In particular, the Contact Group took note of the following new provisions of the TIR
Convention that will be introduced as of 12 May 2002:
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(a) Terms “TIR procedure”, “TIR transport” and “TIR operation”
Article 1, paras. (a) and (b) of the TIR Convention

14.  The Contact Group noted that the term “TIR procedure” should be used as the generic
term when describing the operation of the TIR framework. As a consequence, it is recommended
that the term “TIR procedure” should substitute the terms TIR system and TIR regime that have
been used at large so far to describe the TIR framework.

15.  The TIR Contact Group took note, in particular, of examples of a “TIR transport” and of
“TIR operations” presented by the secretariat. It agreed that several TIR operations within one
TIR transport may be started or terminated in one country, whereas it is not possible to have
several Customs offices of departure as well as several offices of destination within one and the
same TIR operation.

(b) Terms “termination of a TIR operation ” and “discharge of a TIR operation”
Article 1, paras. (d) and (e) of the TIR Convention

16.  The TIR Contact Group took note of the examples of termination and discharge that were
presented by the secretariat. It noted that, applying the same provisions of the Convention,
different procedures existed for the discharge of a TIR operation at national level, all of which
were in line with provisions of the Convention.

(c) Term “holder of a TIR Carnet”
Article 1, para. (o) of the TIR Convention

17. The TIR Contact Group took note of the new definition of the “holder of a TIR Carnet”.
This definition provided some clarification of the role and responsibility of the person to whom
the TIR Carnet has been issued and on whose behalf a TIR Customs declaration has been made.

18.  In this context, the new Explanatory Notes to Article 8, paragraph 7 and to Article 11,
paragraph 1 now also define the obligations of Customs authorities with regard to the
transmission of notifications of non-discharge and of claims for payment to holders of TIR
Carnets. In order for competent/Customs authorities to uphold their right to claim payment from
the guaranteeing association in case of non-discharge of a TIR Carnet, they are at least obliged,
before requiring payment from the national guaranteeing association, to notify the holder of a
TIR Carnet as soon as possible of the non-discharge of a TIR operation, possibly at the same
time when the national guaranteeing association is notified and/or to transmit to the holder a
claim for payment. Thus, these new Explanatory Notes will provide a step forward in clarifying,
in particular, the provisions of Article 8, paragraph 7 and in particular the term “so far as
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possible”.

19.  The Group noted that the obligations prescribed in the Explanatory Notes to the
Convention are an integral part of the Convention and that the parties to the Convention are
therefore bound by its provisions.

(d) Responsibilities of the international organization authorized to issue TIR Carnets
Article 6, para. 2 bis of the TIR Convention

20.  The TIR Contact Group took note that the international organization accepting the
responsibilities for the administration of the international TIR guarantee system, at present the
IRU, will under the new provisions of the Convention also need to be authorized by the
Contracting Parties to the Convention to take on responsibility for the effective organization and
functioning of the international TIR guarantee system.

21. The TIR Contact Group expressed the expectation that given the know-how and
experience of the IRU in the administration of the TIR Carnet and international guarantee system
during the past five decades, this organization will continue to administer the international TIR
guarantee chain following entry into force of the new provisions.

(e) Relationship between the international organization and its national representatives
Article 6, Explanatory note 0.6.2 bis

22. The TIR Contact Group noted that, under the new provisions of the Convention, the
relationship between an international organization and its member associations must be defined
by written agreements defining the functioning of the international TIR guarantee system.

23.  The Contact Group was of the view that the specific conditions and requirements
concerning this question needed to be studied in further detail, in particular considering both the
needs of Customs authorities on the one hand and the contractual obligations of the IRU and its
member associations on the other hand.
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) Implementation of examples of best practices
TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59, annex 7

24, The TIR Contact Group was informed in detail about the examples of best practices
aiming at facilitating the application of the Convention at national level, in particular by
providing examples for procedures of termination, discharge, inquiry procedures and
documentation requirements. It noted that these examples of best practices should not be
regarded as recommendations to adjust existing and well-functioning national procedures. They
should rather be regarded as examples showing how relevant national Customs procedures could
be designed, if need be, to align with the provisions and spirit of the TIR Convention.

(2) Practical implementation of the procedures adopted under Phase II of the TIR revision

25.  The TIR Contact Group took note of a presentation by the Turkish Customs authorities
on the implementation in Turkey of the computerized Customs transit system (BILGE) which
contained fully automated procedures for TIR operations, in line with Phase II of the TIR
revision process.

APPLICATION OF THE EXAMPLE AUTHORIZATION AND AGREEMENT

26. The TIR Contact Group was informed about the status of the example authorization and
agreement developed by the TIR Executive Board (TIRExB). These examples have been
developed with a view to providing guidance, particularly for new Contracting Parties to the
Convention, in establishing the required contractual relationships with the national TIR Carnet
issuing and guaranteeing associations. As these examples contain only the minimum conditions
and requirements stipulated in the TIR Convention, Contracting Parties are free to establish other
or additional conditions or requirements if deemed appropriate to facilitate the application of the
TIR procedure at the national level.

APPLICATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE TIR ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMITTEE OF 20 OCTOBER 1995 AND 20 OCTOBER 2000

27. The TIR Contact Group noted that, as a consequence of the amendments adopted under
Phase II of the TIR revision process, the Recommendation adopted by the TIR Administrative
Committee on 20 October 1995 would need to be slightly amended. The necessary amendments
will be considered at the autumn session of the TIR Administrative Committee in October 2002,
based on proposals by the secretariat.

28.  In this context, the Contact Group took note that the transmission by Customs authorities
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of data to the IRU SafeTIR system, in line with the Recommendation, should continue
uninterrupted in the interim period since the required amendments do not affect the substance of
these recommendations, but only introduce linguistic modifications.

29. The TIR Contact Group was also informed about the status of the International TIR Data
Bank (ITDB) and the application of the Recommendation by the TIR Administrative Committee
of 20 October 2002.

30. The TIR Contact Group took note of a presentation by the IRU on the IRU operated
SafeTIR System, which provided many countries applying the TIR procedure with satisfactory
results on the termination of TIR operations. It was, however, noted that the information flow
could still be improved. In this context, the TIR Contact Group noted that the IRU and the TIR
secretariat had established a Task Force in order to further improve the functioning of the
SafeTIR system and to address concrete and specific problems in its application at national level
in a few countries.

OTHER BUSINESS

31.  The TIR Contact Group expressed its gratitude to the Government of Greece, in
particular the Directorate General for Customs and Excise, for the professional organization of
the meeting and the technical visit and, in particular, for the warm hospitality extended to all
participants in the TIR Contact Group meeting in Athens.

32.  The list of participants attending the seventh session of the TIR Contact Group is
attached to this report.
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ALBANIA

Mr. Renato DHIMA

M. Ilirjan MATAJ

M. Kujtim ISMAILI

AUSTRIA

Mrs. Brigitte GABRIEL-LANG

AZERBAIJAN

Mr. Shahin BAGHIROV

BELGIUM

M. Rudy STEVENS

ANNEX

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Chairman: Mr. Panayiotis FRAGOS

International Relations Directorate
Directorate General of Customs

Président
Association Nationale des Entreprises Albanaises
des Transports Routiers (ANALTIR)

Association Nationale des Entreprises Albanaises
des Transports Routiers (ANALTIR)

Legal Expert
Ministry of Finance

Head of Department
Customs Control Organization
State Customs Committee

Premier attaché des finances

Administration centrale des Douanes et Accises
Ministére des Finances
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BELGIUM (CONT’D)
Mme Nicole SMEKENS Responsable TIR
FEBETRA
BULGARIA
Mr. Borislav BORISOV State Expert
National Customs Agency
Mr. Plamen TZALKOV Secretary General
Association of Bulgarian Enterprises for
International Road Transport and the Roads
(AEBTRI)
Mrs. Vessela KOJOUHAROVA Head of TIR Department
Association of Bulgarian Enterprises for
International Road Transport and the Roads
(AEBTRI)
CROATIA
Mr. Zelimir LOVRIC' Head of Department
Customs Authorities
Ministry of Finance
Mr. Zeljko DEvcIC’ Secretary General
TRANSPORTKOMERC
CYPRUS
Mrs. Christallo CHRISTODOULIDOU Customs and Excise Officer A’

Customs and Excise Department
Ministry of Finance

CYPRUS (CONT’D)
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Mr. Andreas PAPADOPOULOS President
Transport Development Association
CZECH REPUBLIC
Mr. Radovan SMIDL General Directorate of Customs
Ministry of Finance
Mrs. Michaela HAVELKOVA Head of Customs Department
CESMAD Bohemia
DENMARK
Mrs. Susanne LINHART Legal Consultant
Danish Transport and Logistics Association
(DTL)
ESTONIA
Mr. Innari PARTS Chief Expert
Estonian Customs Board
GEORGIA
Mr. Giorgi JASHI Head of the Customs Control

Organization Division
Customs Department of Georgia



GERMANY

Mr. Jurgen BROXTERMANN

Mr. Alex SCHINDLER

Mr. Klaus D. SCHRODER

GREECE

Mr. Panayiotis FRAGOS

Mrs. Panayiota GAROUTSOU

Mrs. Helen METAXA-MARIATOU

Mrs. Evdokia NTZAMILI

Mr. Leonidas FRAGOS

GREECE (CONT'D)
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Senior Officer
Referat III B 2
Federal Ministry of Finance

Head of Legal Department
BGL (Bundesverband Giiterkraftverkehr
Logistik und Entsorgung E.V.)

General Manager

German Haulier Association (AIST -
Arbeitsgemeinschaft zur Férderung und
Entwicklung des internationalen
Strassenverkehrs E.V.)

Director of 19" Division
Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Head of Section B - 19" Division
Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
19th Division Section B
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
19th Division Section B
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Custom Office of Piraeus
Ministry of Economy and Finance
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Mr. Alexandros PROTOPAPAS

Mrs. Kanella ATSOGLOU

Mr. Ioannis KALOGEROPOULOS

Mr. Constantinos HONIANAKIS

Mrs. Helen TSAGOU

Mrs. Christine RAMMON

Mrs. Anastasia SPILIOTI

Mrs. Nikoletta GEORGOULOPOULOU

Mr. Korompilias VAGELIS

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
19th Division Section B
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Custom Office of Piracus
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Custom Office of Piraeus
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Customs Department of Attika
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Officer
Customs Office of Piracus
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Inspector
Airport Customs
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Director of Customs Investigations
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Official
Customs Office of Acharnes
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Official
Directorate General of Customs and Excise
Ministry of Economy and Finance



GREECE (CONT'D)

Mr. Stamatiou GRIGORIOS

Mr. Dimitris PAPOULESIS

Mrs Anastasia KARAISKOU

Mrs Ekaterini GEORGATOU

Mrs Joan ALEXIADOU

Mrs Joanna PITSA

Mrs Ifigenia KASTRINOYANNI

Mr. Vaso CHATZI

Mr. Apostolou LOULA

Mr. Mitropoulous SOTIRIOS

GREECE (CONT'D)
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Customs Officer
Customs Office of Nafplion
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Office of Isthmia
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Office of Eleysina
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Officer
Customs Office of Piraeus
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Office of Lavrion
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Officer
Customs Department of Attika
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Officer
Customs Office of Corinthos

Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Officer
Customs Office of Thiva
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Directorate General of Customs and Excise

Ministry of Economy and Finance

Customs Officer
General Secretariat of Information
Ministry of Economy and Finance
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Mr. Michalis KOLMAN

Mrs Neamonitaki ARGIRO

Mr. Panayiotis NIKOLARAS

Mr. Yannis NIKOLARAS

Mrs. Kornelia ASSADEI

Mrs. Chrissi GIANNELOU

Mr. Kostas SOTIRIOU

HUNGARY

Mr. Csaba TORDA

Mr. Tibor de SORGO

Mr. Miklés HINFNER

IRAN

General Secretariat of Information
Ministry of Economy and Finance

Ministry of Transport and Communications

President
Hellenic Federation of International Road
Transports (OFAE)

Head of the Public and International

Relations Department

Hellenic Federation of International Road
Transports (OFAE)

Head of TIR Department
Hellenic Federation of International Road
Transports (OFAE)

TIR Department
Hellenic Federation of International Road
Transports (OFAE)

Lawyer
Hellenic Federation of International Road
Transports (OFAE)

Head of Unit
Hungarian Customs and Finance Guard

President
ATRH

Secretary General
ATRH
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Mr. Jafar YAHYAVI Deputy President
Legal and Supervision Affairs
Customs Administration

Mr. Morteza HANZAKIAN Director General
Supervision on Transit Bureau
Customs Administration

Mr. Hassan ZI1Al Head of TIR Department
Iran Chamber of Commerce Industries and
Mines (ICCIM)
Mr. Benham FARAMARZIAN Deputy Head of TIR Department
Iran Chamber of Commerce Industries and
Mines (ICCIM)
ITALY
Mr. Mario AMELIO Head of Section

Customs Agency

Mr. Romano MANONI Manager
International Conventions and Services
(UICCIAA)
KAZAKSTAN
Mr. Abay MURZIYEV Deputy Secretary General

KAZATO
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LATVIA

Mr. Pavels GROSEVS

LITHUANIA

Mrs. Neringa MOTIEJUNAITE

Mr. Valdas GILYS

Mr. Antanas MERKELIS

Mrs. Asta STATKEVICIENE

LUXEMBOURG

M. Guillaume SCHMITZ

Executive Secretary of the Council
Latvian Association of International Road
Carriers (Latvijas Auto)

Head of Control and Surveillance Division
Customs Department
Ministry of Finance

Secretary General

Lithuanian National Road Carriers Association
(LINAVA)

Director of TIR Department
Lithuanian National Road Carriers Association
(LINAVA)

Interpreter

Lithuanian National Road Carriers Association
(LINAVA)

Inspecteur
Direction des Douanes et Accises



NETHERLANDS

Mr. Guus JACOBS

Mrs. Guusta VISSER

Mr. Bartholomeus TIMMER

Mr. Ben WIGMAN

NORWAY

Mr. Roy TOVSRUD

POLAND

Mr. Michal OLSZEWSKI

Mrs. Joanna POPIOLEK

Mr. Jan BUCZEK

Mrs. Ewa SUSZYNSKA
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Policy Adviser
Customs Policy and Legislation Directorate
Ministry of Finance

B/CPP
Customs Directorate

Director
SCT Service Carnet TIR B.V.

Managing Director
SIEV

Adviser
Directorate of Customs and Excise

Deputy Director
Central Board of Customs

Central Board of Customs

Secretary General
ZMPD

Head of TIR Department
ZMPD



TRANS/WP.30/2002/18
page 18
Annex

REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Mr. Vladimir FLOREA President
Moldavian Association of International
Automobile Transport (AITA)

Mr. Vasile DRAGUTAN Director General
TERMOTRANSAUTO

Mr. Vladimir PENDIURIN Director General
Intrautotrans

ROMANIA

Mr. Radu GARDAREANU Legal Adviser

Association Roumaine pour les Transports
Routiers Internationaux (UNTRR)

Mrs. Adriana AVRAM Chief of TIR Department
Association Roumaine pour les Transports
Routiers Internationaux (UNTRR)

Mr. Florinel ANDREI Secretary General
Association Roumaine pour les Transports
Routiers Internationaux (A.R.T.R.I)

Mr. Mircea BORZA Assistant to the Secretary General
Association Roumaine pour les Transports
Routiers Internationaux (A.R.T.R.I)
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RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Mr. Konstantin SIASKOV Deputy Chief of Division
State Customs Committee
Mrs. Tatjana KRIVOLEVITCH Deputy Head
Division of International Transportation
Ministry of Transport
Mr. Andrey LOKHOV Head, Customs Affairs Department
Association of International Road Carriers
(ASMAP)
SLOVAKIA
Mrs. Zuzana MAGDOLENOVA Customs Officer
Customs Directorate
SLOVENIA
Mr. Bostjan JERONCIC Adviser
Ministry of Finance
Mr. Milan SVETEK Secretary General
GIZ INTERTRANSPORT
Mrs. Marija Nada PREBIL Director
GIZ INTERTRANSPORT
SWEDEN
Mrs. Martina OGREN Customs Specialist

Trade Division
Swedish Customs, Head Office

SWITZERLAND



TRANS/WP.30/2002/18
page 20
Annex

M. Georges-Henri BAUER

Expert de douane
Section Franchises douaniéres et transits
Direction générale des douanes

THE FORMER YUGOSLAYV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

M. Dimitar KULEVSKI

Mr. Petar BEZOSKI

Mr. Vladimir PAVLOVSKI

Mr. Andreja NAUMOVSKI

TURKEY

Mr. Unal GOKALP

Mr. Recai SEN

Mr. Cahit GOKCELIK

Mrs. Yildiz KASIKCI

TURKEY (CONT’D)

Conseiller d'Administration des Douanes
Bureau Central des Douanes

Secretary General
AM.ER.LT.

Director
AM.ERIT.

Head of TIR Department
AM.ER.ILT.

Deputy Director General of Customs Control
Customs Administration

Head of Department

General Directorate for the EC and External
Relations

Customs Administration

Head of Department
General Directorate of Customs
Customs Administration

Adpviser to Under-Secretary
Customs Administration



Mr. Mehmet TANBAS

UNITED KINGDOM

Mr. Michael HOLDEN

UZBEKISTAN

Mr. Bakhtiar TURSUNOV
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Mr. Peter HOOK
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Member of Executive Committee
UND - International Transporters Association

Head of Transit
H.M. Customs and Excise

General Consul
General Consulate in Greece

Attaché
Uzbekistan Coustoms

Customs Expert
European Commission
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NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS

INTERNATIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT UNION (IRU)

Mr. Jirka Pieter GROENENDIJK Head
TIR Policy and Customs Border Crossing
Facilitation

UNECE SECRETARIAT

Mr. Martin MAGOLD Chief
Border Crossing Facilitation Section
Transport Division

Mr. Poul HANSEN Secretary WP.30
Border Crossing Facilitation Section
Transport Division

TIR SECRETARIAT

Mr. Artur BOUTEN
Mrs. Maria Rosaria CECCARELLI
Mr. Konstantin G. GLOUKHENKI
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	(Art. 59, para. 3).  This means that all Contracting Parties to the Convention are bound by the amendments and must ensure that their domestic legislation will be in place by the time the amendments enter into force.  The fact that a Contracting Party 
	APPLICATION OF THE REVISED PROVISIONS UNDER PHASE II
	Documentation: ECE/TRANS/17/Amend.21; TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59 and Corr. 1-5.
	The TIR Contact Group considered all aspects rela
	In particular, the Contact Group took note of the following new provisions of the TIR
	Convention that will be introduced as of 12 May 2002:
	Terms “TIR procedure”, “TIR transport” and “TIR o
	Article 1, paras. (a) and (b) of the TIR Convention
	The Contact Group noted that the term “TIR proced
	The TIR Contact Group took note, in particular, o
	Terms “termination of a TIR operation ” and “disc
	Article 1, paras. (d) and (e) of the TIR Convention
	The TIR Contact Group took note of the examples of termination and discharge that were presented by the secretariat. It noted that, applying the same provisions of the Convention, different procedures existed for the discharge of a TIR operation at natio
	Term “holder of a TIR Carnet”
	Article 1, para. (o) of the TIR Convention
	The TIR Contact Group took note of the new defini
	In this context, the new Explanatory Notes to Article 8, paragraph 7 and to Article 11, paragraph 1 now also define the obligations of Customs authorities with regard to the transmission of notifications of non-discharge and of claims for payment to hold
	The Group noted that the obligations prescribed in the Explanatory Notes to the Convention are an integral part of the Convention and that the parties to the Convention are therefore bound by its provisions.
	Responsibilities of the international organization authorized to issue TIR Carnets
	Article 6, para. 2 bis of the TIR Convention
	The TIR Contact Group took note that the international organization accepting the responsibilities for the administration of the international TIR guarantee system, at present the IRU, will under the new provisions of the Convention also need to be autho
	The TIR Contact Group expressed the expectation that given the know-how and experience of the IRU in the administration of the TIR Carnet and international guarantee system during the past five decades, this organization will continue to administer the i
	Relationship between the international organization and its national representatives
	Article 6, Explanatory note 0.6.2 bis
	The TIR Contact Group noted that, under the new provisions of the Convention, the relationship between an international organization and its member associations must be defined by written agreements defining the functioning of the international TIR guara
	The Contact Group was of the view that the specific conditions and requirements concerning this question needed to be studied in further detail, in particular considering both the needs of Customs authorities on the one hand and the contractual obligatio
	Implementation of examples of best practices
	TRANS/WP.30/AC.2/59, annex 7
	The TIR Contact Group was informed in detail about the examples of best practices aiming at facilitating the application of the Convention at national level, in particular by providing examples for procedures of termination, discharge, inquiry procedures
	Practical implementation of the procedures adopted under Phase II of the TIR revision
	The TIR Contact Group took note of a presentation by the Turkish Customs authorities on the implementation in Turkey of the computerized Customs transit system (BILGE) which contained fully automated procedures for TIR operations, in line with Phase II
	APPLICATION OF THE EXAMPLE AUTHORIZATION AND AGREEMENT
	The TIR Contact Group was informed about the status of the example authorization and agreement developed by the TIR Executive Board (TIRExB).  These examples have been developed with a view to providing guidance, particularly for new Contracting Partie
	APPLICATION OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE TIR ADM
	The TIR Contact Group noted that, as a consequence of the amendments adopted under Phase II of the TIR revision process, the Recommendation adopted by the TIR Administrative Committee on 20 October 1995 would need to be slightly amended. The necessary am
	In this context, the Contact Group took note that the transmission by Customs authorities of data to the IRU SafeTIR system, in line with the Recommendation, should continue uninterrupted in the interim period since the required amendments do not affect
	The TIR Contact Group was also informed about the status of the International TIR Data Bank (ITDB) and the application of the Recommendation by the TIR Administrative Committee of 20 October 2002.
	The TIR Contact Group took note of a presentation by the IRU on the IRU operated SafeTIR System, which provided many countries applying the TIR procedure with satisfactory results on the termination of TIR operations. It was, however, noted that the info
	OTHER BUSINESS
	The TIR Contact Group expressed its gratitude to the Government of Greece, in particular the Directorate General for Customs and Excise, for the professional organization of the meeting and the technical visit and, in particular, for the warm hospitality
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