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Following extensive deliberations in 2005-2010, thECE Working Party on
Customs Questions affecting Transport (WP.30) irediZed a draft new Annex 9 to the
Harmonization Convention on facilitation of bordepssing in international rail transport
and decided to transmit it to the Administrativen@oittee for consideration and possible
adoption. The present document is based on theowinly WP.30 documents:
ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2009/2, ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2009/2/Corr (English  only),
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(French only), ECE/TRANS/WP.30/2009/2/Rev.1 and BFEANS/WP.30/2009/2/Rev.2.
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Annex

International Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier
Controls of Goods, 1982 (“Harmonization Convention}

Draft
Annex 9

Facilitation of border crossing procedures for iternational rail freight
Article 1

Principles

1. This Annex, supplementing the provisions of @envention, is intended to define
the steps that need to be taken to facilitate axpbdite the crossing of borders for
international rail freight.

2. The Contracting Parties shall undertake to cragpen order to standardize as fully
as possible formalities and requirements in respedbcuments and procedures in all areas
connected with the carriage of goods by rail.

Article 2

Definition

“Border (interchange) station” shall mean a rajiwstation where operational or
administrative procedures are performed in viewenébling a border crossing of rail
freight. This railway station may be at the bordenear the border.

Article 3

Crossing of borders by officials and other persamengaged in international rail
transport

1. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour toifats#l the procedures for granting of
visas for locomotive crews, refrigerated unit crewsersons accompanying freight
shipments and staff at border (interchange) statismgaged in international rail transport in
accordance with national best practice for all @pplicants.

2. The border crossing procedure for the persostediin paragraph 1, including
official documents confirming their status, shadl betermined on the basis of bilateral
agreements.

3. When a joint control is carried out, the offlsiaf the border, customs and other
agencies that conduct controls at border (intergbpstations shall, in the performance of
their official duties, cross the State frontierngsdocuments stipulated by the Contracting
Parties for their nationals.
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Article 4

Requirements for border (interchange) stations

To rationalize and expedite the required formeditat border (interchange) stations,
the Contracting Parties shall observe the followm@mimum requirements for border
(interchange) stations open to international railght traffic:

(1) Border (interchange) stations shall have bnddi(premises), plant, facilities
and technical equipment enabling them to carrydaifty and round-the-clock controls, if
this is justified and is appropriate to the voluofidreight traffic;

(2) Border (interchange) stations where phytosanitaeterinary and other
controls are carried out shall be provided witthtécal equipment;

(3) The carrying and traffic capacity of border t¢ichange) stations and
adjacent tracks must be adequate for the volunt@fiic;

(4) Inspection areas must be available, as wellarghousing for the temporary
storage of goods subject to customs or other fafasntrol;

(5) Equipment, facilities, information technologpdacommunications systems
must be available to enable the exchange in advahagormation, including on goods
approaching border (interchange) stations, as gwdain the railway consignment note
and customs declaration;

(6) Sufficient qualified staff of the railway, cosbs, border and other agencies
must be on hand at border (interchange) stationspie with the freight volumes involved;

(7)  Border (interchange) stations shall have tlehrial equipment, facilities,
information technology and communications systemse able, prior to the arrival of
rolling stock at the border, to receive and use @atncerning the technical approval and
the technical inspections of the rolling stock mageauthorities and railways within the
framework of their competence, unless Contractiragti®s put in place alternative
arrangements to fulfil these functions.

Article 5

Cooperation between adjacent countries at bordefinterchange) stations

In accordance with the provisions of Article 7tlié Convention, Contracting Parties
shall coordinate actions with respect to the cdsitod rolling stock, containers, piggyback
semi-trailers and goods as well as the processihgshipping and accompanying
documentation and shall endeavour to arrange athdoof joint controls on the basis of
bilateral agreements.

Article 6

Controls
The Contracting Parties:

(1)  Shall establish a mechanism for reciprocal ged@@mn of all forms of control
of rolling stock, containers, piggyback semi-tresleand goods, provided the objectives
thereof coincide;

(2)  Shall carry out customs controls relying on finmciple of selection on the
basis of risk evaluation and management. As a génde, if required information on the
goods has been provided and if the goods are emuatan a properly closed and sealed
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rolling stock unit, container, piggyback semi-teailor wagon, physical examination shall
not be carried out;

(3)  Shall carry out simplified controls at bordert¢rchange) stations and shall,
as far as possible, move certain forms of conttolsthe stations of departure and
destination;

(4)  Without prejudice to Article 10 of the Conventj Article 4 of Annex 2,
Article 5 of Annex 3 and Article 5 of Annex 4, shahrry out inspections of transit goods
only in cases where these are warranted by thalagtaumstances or risks.

Article 7

Time limits

1. The Contracting Parties shall ensure compliamitl the time limits specified in
bilateral agreements for technical operations iingl the reception and transfer of trains at
border (interchange) stations, including all typésontrols, and shall endeavour to reduce
these time limits by improving the technology angiipment used. The Contracting Parties
shall undertake to reach a maximum reduction irtithe limit in the coming years.

2. The Contracting Parties shall record delaysthef trains or wagons at border
(interchange) stations and transmit the informatmrthe parties involved which conduct
subsequent analysis and propose measures to ridudelays.

Article 8

Documentation

1. The Contracting Parties shall ensure that shgppnd accompanying documents are
properly formulated in accordance with the legiskatof the importing and transit
countries.

2. In their mutual relations, the Contracting Remtshall endeavour to reduce paper
documents and to simplify documentation procedibmesising electronic systems for the
exchange of information corresponding to the infation contained in railway
consignment notes and customs declarations accosimgarthe goods, drawn up in
accordance with the legislation of the Contraciagties.

3. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to pievihe customs authorities in

advance with information on goods arriving at bor@ieterchange) stations as contained in
the railway consignment note and customs declarafibe format, and the procedure and
deadlines for providing the information, shall letmined by the Contracting Parties.

Article 9

Use of the CIM/SMGS railway consignment note

The Contracting Parties may use, instead of therathipping documents currently
stipulated by international treaties, the CIM/SM@8way consignment note, which at the
same time could be a customs document.




