United Nations Economic Commission for Europe
Government Agency for Standardization, Metrology, Certification and Trade Inspection “Tajikstandart”
International workshop for Central Asian countries: “The use of agricultural quality standards in technical regulations and the application of standards in international trade”
Khujand, Tajikistan, 5 - 8 September 2011

Venue: “Bahoriston”
Programme
· Promoting the use of the UNECE standards for fresh fruit, vegetables and nuts
 as international references
· Encouraging their practical application in Tajikistan and other countries of Central Asia
· Explaining how the standards are interpreted and used in practice in countries with developed market economies
· Getting acquainted with the production and quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables in Tajikistan
· Inviting participants to take part in UNECE substantive work on standards
Sunday, 4 September
Arrival and registration
14:00 - 16:00
Preparatory meeting of organizers and experts 
18:00
Dinner
Monday, 5 September
09:00
Opening of the Workshop

S. Rustamov, Deputy Governor of the Sogdiiskaya Region

Bozorali Odina, Expert, Executive Office of the President

B. Shukurov, Director of Tajikstandart
Kristina Mattsson, Head, Trade and Markets Department, Board of Agriculture, Sweden, Vice-Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
Session 1.
General 

Chaired by: А. Boboev, Director of the Standardization Centre of the Sugd Region; co-Сhaired by Ulrike Bickelmann, Head, Trade Standards and Inspection Department, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany, Chair of the UNECE Specialized Section on Standardization of Fresh Fruit and Vegetables
09:30
Production of fruit and vegetables in Tajikistan, in the Sugd Region, and main destination regions

M. Ormonov, Head, Department of Technical Cultures and Grain, Ministry of Agriculture of the Republic of Tajikistan
09:45
Growing products with high export potential

N. Kobilov, Deputy Director, “Barakati Isfara” Company
10:00
Quality and safety control of imported and exported food products, use of quality standards in Tajikistan

Mastura Saidova, Expert, Standardization and Quality Control Department, Sogdiiskaya region
10:15
Role of UNECE in developing standards for international trade 

Serguei Malanitchev, Chief, Agricultural Quality Standards Unit, UNECE Trade Division

Focus on: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, who can participate, why they are important, who uses the standards
10:35
The use of agricultural quality standards in EU countries

Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden

Focus on: legal and technical infrastructure for the implementation of standards, how businesses use them, how they are interpreted, how the quality inspection system is organized and works in EU countries
11:00 - 11:20
Coffee break
11:20
Experience of the Republic of Moldova in adapting the European system of commercial quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables

Lidia Jitar’, Deputy Head, Department for Standardization, Technical Regulation and Conformity Assessment, Ministry of the Economy of Moldova

Focus on: steps undertaken to set up a legal and technical basis for the implementation of standards; adoption of international standards as national; creating legal and technical infrastructure for the implementation of standards
11:50
Sampling methods to control quality of fruits and vegetables

Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden

Focus on: how to take representative samples and what conclusions can be drawn, on the basis of their analysis, on the quality of the lot
13:00 - 14:20
Lunch
14:20
Objective tests to determine quality of fruits and vegetables: OECD Scheme

Ulrike Bickelmann, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany
Focus on: methods of sampling, determination of total soluble solids or sugar by refractometer; determination of firmness of a fruit by penetrometer; determination of fruit acids by titration and calculation of the “sugar/acid” ratio; determination of the juice content; determination of dry matter content by laboratory reference method or microwave-oven quick method; determination of the starch content of apples using an iodine solution
Session 2.
Practical application of standards
Chaired by Lidia Jitar', Ministry of the Economy of Moldova; co-Chaired by Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden
14:45
Production and import of dried fruit by “Mevai Asht” Company 

A. Abdusamiev, Director

Focus on: production of dried fruit by the company; import volumes; commercial quality and food safety control of dried fruit

Standard for walnuts


Ulrike Bickelmann and Jacques Cazor
15:00
Presentation of the standard
15:30 - 16:00
Practical session
10:00 - 16:20
Coffee break

Standard for onions



Ulrike Bickelmann
16:20
Presentation of the standard
16:50 - 17:30
Practical session
18:30
Dinner
Tuesday, 6 September
08:00
Departure for Isfara; breakfast in Kanibadam (apricot orchards)
10:00 - 12:00 
Technical visit to “Barakati Isfara” company (production of dried fruit) and to a dekhan farm “Kishovarzoni Navgilem”; presentation of products
12:00 - 13:30
Lunch
Session 3.
Practical application of standards


Standards for fresh apricots and table grapes

Ulrike Bickelmann and Kristina Mattsson
13:30
Presentation of the standards
14:00 - 14:40
Practical session

Standards for dried apricots and dried raisins

Neslihan ATAŞ and Serkan ÇAKIR, Quality Inspectors, Ministry of the Economy, Turkey
14:40
Presentation of the standards 
15:20 - 16:20
Practical session
16:20 - 16:40
Discussion
16:40
Departure from Isfara
18:30
Dinner 

Wednesday, 7 September
08:00
Departure to Istaravshan
09:30 - 10:30
Technical visit of “Obi Zulol” (production of juices)

11:00 - 11: 30
Visit of Istaravshan historical places
11:30
Departure from Istaravshan
13:00 - 14:30
Lunch
Session 4.
Quality inspection systems

Chaired by Serguei Malanitchev; co-Chaired by S.Valimadov, Deputy Director of Tajikstandart
14:30
Quality control system in Germany

Ulrike Bickelmann, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany

Focus on: legal basis, objectives and functions of the inspection service; how it operates; how inspection service protects the market from low-quality produce; what can be borrowed and what lessons could be learnt by CIS countries
15:00
General requirements for export of fresh fruit and vegetables to EU

Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden

Focus on: how marketing standards fit into a broader framework of phytosanitary, food safety, traceability, labelling and other regulations and requirements; how they relate to good agricultural practices; what are the procedures to follow to obtain access to the EU market
15:30
Use of agricultural quality standards in Tajikistan

T. Odinaev, Deputy Head, Department of Surveillance and Quality Control, Tajikstandart

Focus on: standardization of food and agricultural produce; status of standards and their relationship with technical regulations; organization of the quality inspection service; quality requirements for imported fruit and vegetables, how quality is assessed, what is done in the case on non-compliance; what could be done to avoid rejection of lots
15:50 - 16:10
Coffee break 
Session 5.
Use of standards in technical regulations

Chaired by Kristina Mattsson, Board of Agriculture, Sweden; co-Chaired by T. Odinaev, Tajikstandart 
16:10
Use of UNECE quality standards in the retail sector in the Russian Federation

Svetlana Chebarova, Director on Quality, X5 Retail Group

Focus on: how the retail sector in Russia applies UNECE standards to control the quality of fruit and vegetables; what is needed to make UNECE standards better known and wider applied in Russia
16:30
Reforming the system of technical regulation in Tajikistan

S. Valimadov, Deputy Director of Tajikstandart
16:50
Processing of fruit and vegetables in Tajikistan

U. Soliev, Head of “Hurokvori”, Ministry of Energy and Industry of Tajikistan
17:10 - 17:30
Discussion
19:00 – 22:00
Dinner 

Thursday, 8 September
Session 6.
Practical application of standards

Standard for melons

Jacques Cazor, Quality Inspector, France
09:00
Presentation of the standard and draft brochure
09:40 - 10:20
Practical session

10:20 - 11:00
Discussion of the standard and brochure
11:00 - 11:20
Coffee break

Standard for watermelons

Neslihan ATAŞ and Serkan ÇAKIR
11:20
Presentation of the standard
11:45 - 12:30
Practical session

12:30 - 12:50
Discussion
12:50 - 14:10
Lunch 

Session 7.
Food safety 


Chaired by A. Rakhimov, Head of the Regional Testing Centre, Isfara; co-Chaired by Ulrike Bickelmann, Federal Office for Agriculture and Food, Germany
14:10
Food safety regulations in EU

Kristina Mattsson, Swedish Board of Agriculture

Focus on: EC regulations, how they are applied to fruit and vegetables; main food safety problems with regard to fruit and vegetables and how to avoid them
14:40 - 15:30
Discussion
Conclusions and recommendations of the regional workshops held in Osh, Kyrgyzstan in 2009 and in Anapa, Russian Federation in 2010, will serve as a basis for discussion. The participants will be invited to answer the following questions:

1.
To what extent do you use or plan to use UNECE standards to ensure commercial quality of fresh fruit and vegetables?

2.
Do you have a legal basis for the implementation of commercial quality standards?  Do you need to set it up or improve it?

3.
Do you have an inspection service to enforce the practical application of commercial quality standards? What do you intend to do to establish such a service?

4.
What kind of technical assistance/capacity-building do you think would be most effective for you?

15:30 - 16:00
Coffee break
16:00 - 17:00
Adoption of recommendations, handing out of certificates, closure of the workshop
18:30
Dinner 
Friday, 9 September
Departure
-----

Notes to the programme

Samples of products selected for consideration will be used to discuss the application of the standards. First, experts will present the standards and explain the main problems that they have with the exported and imported products. Participants will then be invited to examine the samples exhibited on the table, take notes and decide which quality category the fruit belongs to and why. After that there will be a general discussion of the defects and quality classification of the product.
	�	Downloadable from the UNECE website at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.unece.org/trade/agr" ��www.unece.org/trade/agr�
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