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International Workshop on Commercial Quality Standards

for Fresh Fruit and Vegetables for countries of Latin America
(UNECE and SAG)

31 January to 4 February 2011

Hotel Manquehue, 
Santiago de Chile

· Promoting the use of the UNECE standards for fresh fruit and vegetables as international references and their importance in the overall agricultural development agenda
· Strengthening the institutional and technical infrastructure needed for the implementation and control of standards in the countries of Latin America 
· Explaining how the standards are interpreted in the European Union (EU), one of the world’s major export markets 
· Reinforcing regional networks of national and international experts 
· Inviting participants to take part in UNECE substantive work on standards
PROGRAMME

Monday 31 January 2011

8:30-13:00
Arrival and registration of international participants 

13:30

Lunch
15:00-18:00
Preparatory meeting (organizers/experts/speakers/UNECE 



secretariat)
20:00

Dinner
Tuesday 1 February 2011

OPENING AND TECHNICAL VISIT

8:30

Registration
9:00

Opening of the workshop
· Minister of Agriculture 
· National Director of SAG 
· Chairperson of the UNECE Working Party on Agricultural  Quality Standards 
· Chairman, Chilean Exporters Association (ASOEX)
· Chairman, Fruit Grower Federation of Chile (FEDEFRUTA)
9:45

Coffee break
10:00

Technical visit (packing facility)

· Unifrutti Linderos

· David Del Curto Paine

13:30-14:30
Lunch 
15:00

Technical visit (table grape packing facility and orchard) 

· Packing Ongolmo ( Unifrutti)

· Inversiones del Pacifico - Huelquen (Dole Chile)

19:00

Welcome Dinner offered by ASOEX
21:30

Return to hotel
Wednesday 2 February 2011

INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS AND COMPLIANCE

9:00
Food safety and quality standards – the role of FAO and the FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission


Focus: concepts and main tasks, scope of Codex, reference and links to the WTO, its rules and guidelines related to fruits and vegetables.


Ms. Maya Piñeiro, United Nations Food and Agricultural Organization (FAO)
9:30
UNECE and the development of standards for fresh fruit and vegetables for international trade 

Focus: how UNECE develops agricultural quality standards, who can participate, why they are important, who uses the standards


Ms. Liliana Annovazzi-Jakab, United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE)
10:00
Agricultural trade: trends and challenges for Latin America 


Focus: short overview on recent trends in the trade of fresh fruit and vegetables; regional and inter-regional trade relations; challenges and recommendations

Ms. Monica Rodrigues, United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
10:30 - 11:00
Coffee break
11:00

The use of agricultural quality standards in the European Union (EU) 


Focus: Marketing standards and how they fit into a broader 



framework of phytosanitary, food safety, traceability, labeling and 


other regulations and requirements. Example: How EU standards 


are applied in Spain.  EU Regulations on marketing standards for 


fruit and vegetables and procedures to follow to obtain access to 


EU markets. 

Mr. José Luis López Carmona, Spain
11:30 
Ensuring and sustaining the commercial quality of fresh fruit and vegetables: 

Conclusions and Recommendations of previous UNECE Workshops 


UNECE Experts
12:00

Roundtable discussions on currently existing standards and quality 


control schemes in Latin America 


Note: Countries should refer to the questions at the end of 



this programme 
12:45
Case study: Implementation of international standards in Argentina
Ms.  Silvia Santos, Argentina.

13:00-14:00
Lunch 

PRACTICAL TRAINING 1

14:00 

Presentation of standards for the practical sessions


Standard for Berries (Blueberries): Mr. Mat Kersten (Netherlands)


Standard for Plums (Japanese plums): Mr. José Luis López Carmona 







(Spain)
15:00

Delegates move to training rooms 1 and 2 



Room 1/Group1: Berries (Blueberries)



UNECE: Mr. Mat Kersten (Netherlands)



Chile:   Ms. Johanna Trombert (Hortifrut)*



Room 2/Group2: Plums (Japanese plums)


UNECE: Mr. José Luis López Carmona (Spain)



Chile:  Ms. Rita Rojas (Unifrutti  Traders)

16:00

Coffee break 
16:30

Room 1/Group2: Berries (Blueberries)



Room 2/Group1: Plums (Japanese plums)

17:30 – 18:00
Discussions, conclusions, questions 
20:00

Dinner 

Thursday 3 February 2011
QUALITY CONTROL AND INSPECTION SYSTEMS

9:00 
The Chilean fruit industry and its national and international importance


Focus: The importance of the fruit industry in Chile in terms of volume, value, infrastructure, and employment, and its share and role in the global trade in fresh fruit.


Mr. Ronald Bown, Chairman, Chilean Exporters Association (ASOEX)
9:30
Experience of Chile in using agricultural quality standards and practical application of UNECE standards in Chile.
Focus: The fresh fruit and vegetables sector in Chile.


Mr. Edmundo Araya, Fundación para el Desarrollo Frutícola (FDF), Chile
10:00 
Case study: Implementation of international standards in Chile 

Ms. Paulina Escudero, Chilean Exporters Association (ASOEX)
10:30-11:00
Coffee break
11:00

Fruit and Vegetable - Inspection and Risk Assessment  


Example: United Kingdom 


Focus: How national quality inspection services control quality of 
imported produce by means of a risk-based system



Mr. Ian Hewett, United Kingdom
11:30

Inspection services, role and functioning



Example: Netherlands  


Focus: legal, institutional and organization aspects, practical steps, 


communication, registration and training



Mr. Mat Kersten, Netherlands
12:00

Fruit and Vegetable - Inspection and Risk Assessment



Presentation of the PEACH system (Procedure for Electronic 



Application for Certificates from the Horticultural Marketing 



Inspectorate)


Mr. Ian Hewett, United Kingdom
12:30

Quality inspection services in Europe – Example: Spain


Focus: legal basis, objectives and organization of the Spanish 


inspection service and its role in helping producers and 



exporters ensure quality. Examples from the assessment of the 


quality inspection system in Morocco and possible 




recommendations for the countries of Latin America



Mr. José Luis López Carmona, Spain

13:00-14:00
Lunch 

PRACTICAL TRAINING 2
14:00-15:00
Presentation of standards for the practical sessions


Standard for Pears (Group 1) - Mr. Mat Kersten (Netherlands)


Standard for Onions and Garlic (Group 2) - Mr. Ian Hewett (UK)
15:00-16:00
Delegates move to training rooms 1 and 2 



Room 1/Group1: Pears
UNECE:  Mr. Mat Kersten (Netherlands)


Chile:  Mr. Claudio Valdés (Copefrut S.A.)



Room 2/Group 2: Onions and Garlic

UNECE:  Mr. Ian Hewett (United Kingdom)



Chile:  Mr. Renzo Urriaga

16:00-16:30
Coffee break

16:30-17:30
Room 1/Group 2: Pears



Room 2/Group1: Onions and Garlic

17:30-18:00
Discussions, conclusions, questions
20:00

Dinner 
Friday 4 February 2011
CREATING EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES – INTERNATIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

9:00

Private standards in the international trade of fresh fruit: A growing trend in the 21st century.


Focus: Retailers and consumer organizations setting up new and wider requirements.
Mr. Edmundo Araya, Fundación para el Desarrollo Frutícola (FDF), 


Chile
9:30
Apples – production, packaging and export chain



Focus: how produce is grown and packed to meet international 


standards and requirements on quality and food safety. 



Mr. Riccardo Gatti (Unifrutti Traders)
10:00
Table grapes – growing and packaging table grapes to meet export requirements 
Focus: how produce is grown and packed to meet international standards and requirements on quality and food safety.


Mr. Juan Colombo (Exportadora Subsole S.A.)
10:30-11:00
Coffee break
11:00
The role of Port Authorities in meeting the increasing reefer traffic demand: The case of the Port of Algeciras

Mr. Javier López (Algeciras Port Authority), Spain 
11:30

Case study: Implementation of international standards in Mexico


tbc. 

11:45

Case Study: Implementation and control of international standards 


in Brazil 

Ms. Ivonete Teixeira, ITR Consultoria, Brazil
12:00 

Presentation of standards for the practical sessions


Standard for Apples: Mr. Mat Kersten (Netherlands)


Standard for Table grapes: Mr. Ian Hewett (UK)
13:00-14:00
Lunch 

PRACTICAL TRAINING 3
14:00-14:30
Presentation of standards for the practical sessions 
Standard for Melons (toad skin melons): Mr. José Luis López 








Carmona (Spain)

14:30 - 15:30 
Delegates move to training rooms 1, 2 and 3 



Room 1/Group1: Apples

UNECE:  Mr. Mat Kersten (Netherlands)



Chile:  Mr. Claudio Valdés (Copefrut S.A.)


Room 2/Group 2: Table grapes

UNECE:  Mr. Ian Hewett (UK)



Chile: Ms. Alejandra Cifuentes (Dole-Chile S.A.)



Room 3/Group 3: Melons (toad skin melons)

UNECE: Mr. José Luis López Carmona (Spain)



Chile: 
15:30-16:30
Room 1/Group 2: Apples



Room 2/Group 3: Table grapes



Room 3/Group1: Melons (toad skin melons)
16:30-17:00
Coffee break
17:00-18:00
Room 1/Group 3: Apples



Room 2/Group 1: Table grapes



Room 3/Group 2: Melons (toad skin melons)
18:00-19:00
Questions and Conclusions: Main findings of the workshop and 


recommendations

19:00

Closing of the workshop
20:00

Closing Dinner 

Saturday 5 February 2011
12:00 

Check out and departure of international participants

----------------------------

	NOTE
Participating countries should reflect on the following questions: 

a. To what extent do you use or plan to use UNECE standards to ensure commercial quality of fresh fruit and vegetables?

b. Do you have a legal basis for the implementation of commercial quality standards?  Do you need to set it up or improve it?

c. Do you have an inspection service to enforce the practical application of commercial quality standards? What do you intend to do to establish such a service? 

d. What kind of technical assistance/capacity-building do you think would be most effective for you?

      Case studies will be presented by Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico




[image: image3.jpg]OFDF  LSQOEX

nmamon PARA EL DESARROLLO FRUTICOLA ASOCIACION DE EXPORTADORES DE CHLE A%

“Juntss, wacotra fruta vale mds

Pedefrutd

FEDERACION DE PRODUCTORES DE FRUTAS DE CHILE






[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg][image: image3.jpg]