








Unofficial translation

AZERBAIJAN 
Replies to a template for Case Studies on 

setting up and sustaining a multi-agency working group on 
Trade Facilitation (TF) 

or similar body, organization, committee dealing with TF issues

Background 

1. What motivated the establishment of the working group on Trade Facilitation?

In April 2004, the National Secretariat of IGC TRACECA in Azerbaijan received a proposal from the representative of the World Bank (dealing with transport and trade), Mr. Gerald Oliver to link activities of the World Bank’s  AZERPRO and of the National Working Group on transport and trade, carrying out their activities under the leadership of the National Secretariat under the TRACECA program.

This was due to the fact that the WB AZERPRO largely duplicated the activities of the National Working Group and then completely ceased its  operations. Following consultations with relevant agencies, the National Secretary of the IGC TRACECA in Azerbaijan has been given a positive response to Mr. Gerald Oliver. A number of members of  AZERPRO were at the prosal of G.Olivera included in the National Working Group.

National Working Group-AZERPRO during  its work from 2004 to 2009 held several    meetings at which were discussed the issues and problems existing in the procedures on  border crossing and also associated with the development of transport and trade. .

NRG proposals prepared at the initiative of Azerbaijan side were included in the list of new project proposals in the Action Plan of the TRACECA.

2. Do you have other national bodies dealing with WTO issues and/or with TF? 

Trade facilitation and transport issues in anticipation of the Republic of Azerbaijan acceding to WTO (World Trade Organization) are dealt with by the appropriate government agencies.

3. Was the working group based on a previously existing multi-agency group/ committee for example, trade and transport facilitation committee/organization)?
The existing WB AZERPRO largely duplicated the activities of the National Working Group (TRACECA) and then completely ceased operations.

4. What is the current status of the working group (study, pilot phase, running?).
Study issues, prepare and submit proposals.

Institutional framework
1. Has the working group been set up as an ad hoc group, or as a legal entity/organization?

As a temporary group on a voluntary basis.

2. What specific documents were necessary to institutionalise the group and which body and at which level made the decision? 

Letter from the National Secretary of Republic Azerbaijan (at TRACECA) to the Cabinet of Ministers and corresponding request from the Cabinet of Ministers to state agencies to submit  nominations of experts to the GNR.

3. What is the scope/mandate of the working group? 

NRG operates as required in accordance with the situation
 4) Is there a formal mandate (the statute of the NO / WG)


No
4. Does the working group have terms of reference?

No
5. Which is the coordinating agency? 

NRG itself. .

6. Do you have a permanent technical Secretariat? 

No

Funding

It is not specially financed by any agency..

1. Do you have a formal budget for the operations of the working group?

      There is no allocated budget.

2. If yes, what major items are covered by it?

No.

3. What are the sources of funding?

No specially assigned  sources of funding.
Objectives/Focus

1. What are the objectives of the working group? 

To promote the development of transport and trade.

2. Does the working group have a working plan?

No ; NRG holds its meetings in the framework of the TRACECA program.

2. How do you monitor progress in implementing the work plan?

self-control

3. How often; in which form and to whom the working group is reporting?

No formal reporting foreseen 

Membership / Composition

1. What public or quasi-public agencies participate in the working group?

The composition of the National Working Group - AzerProKomitet

to promote and facilitate trade and transport:
 Mustafayev Akif -     National Secretary of Azerbaijan in the IPC

                                   TRACECA (the head of the NWG).

Javid Aga -                  An official of the Department of Economic Cooperation

                                    and Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

                 

Fuad Eyvazov -          Chief  Expert of the Department of Economic

                                    Policy of the Ministry of Economic Development

                                    

Sanan Mukhtarov -      Head of Legal Department, State 


                            Customs Committee 

Ali Gasimov -               Department of Transport Policy and Economics,
                                     Ministry of Transport 

Mubariz Huseynov -     Head of Legal Department Sector,  Ministry of Transport
                                    

Elnur Aliyev -                Head of Sector of International Affairs,
                                     Ministry of Transport.

Malik Hasanov -           Department of Coordination and reform,  Ministry of Transport 

Niazi Zamanov -          Senior expert of th Chief Office of border-

                                     Customs Control, State Customs

                                     Committee 

 Murad Nagiyev -         representative (Colonel) of the State

                                     Border Service 

                                    

Bahruz Hajiyev -           Lawyer of the Azerbaijan State Rail

                                      Roads of the Ministry of Transport  

Azer Aliyev -                 Head of the Department of Economics, Baku

                                     Commercial Sea Port MT

Jafar Akhmedov -        Deputy. Chief, Sanitary Quarantine Service,
                                     Ministry of Health 

Aslan Aslan -                 Head of the department of veterinary services, Ministry of  





    Agriculture

Zohra Khalilov -              Chief Specialist,  Ministry of Agriculture, 

                                        Quarantine Service.

                       

Vahid Aliyev -                Deputy. commander (lieutenant colonel ), special services.

Nazim Mamedov -         Chief Expert, Caspian Shipping Company MT.

Ulker Akhmedov -          Assistant of the National Secretary of Azerbaijan 

In the work of the National Working Group also took part, as required, the following senior officers:

 Aydin Mammadov -   Deputy Head, Department of Transport and Communications,                                                                                                                 Cabinet of Ministers  

                                   

Shahin Bagirov -         Head of the GPC

 Mukhtar Akhundov -   Deputy Head, Caspian Shipping Company MT.

2. What private associations or entities participate?

Tawfiq Nurullayev - President of the Association of International

                                Road Transport of Azerbaijan (ABAD).

Elchin Gulamov - President of the transport and forwarding company

                            "Eltrans."

Participation

1. Does the working group meet regularly?

Not regularly; as required.

Benefits

1.         What was the impact of the work of the group?

At the meetings of NWG were discussed:

- Preparation of Transit Strategy of Azerbaijan;

- Introduction to the border and customs checkpoints in Azerbaijan based on a principle

   "Single Window" and "One Stop";

- The creation of logistics centers in the new (under construction) Baku International Sea Trade Port

- Other matters.
2. Have there been concrete operational outcomes?

- A draft "Transit Strategy of Azerbaijan Republic" was submitted to the 
  Cabinet of Ministers and to the Ministry of Transport for consideration.

- From January of 2009, in accordance with the Order of the President

   Azerbaijan started the implementation of the principle of "Single Window"

   at the border and customs checkpoints in Azerbaijan.

- Conducted a series of "round tables" with the interested public and

   private entities on the establishment of logistics centers, the

   results of which were presented as proposals to the Ministry of Transport.
Contact information

Address (tel., fax, e-mail) of the organization/committee/group or of its secretariat

AZERPRO

TRACECA National Working Group  

TRACECA Intergovernmental Commission

8/2 General Aliayarbekov street

AZ-1005, Baku, Azerbaijan

Phone:     +(99412) 493 37 76

Fax:          +(99412) 498 64 26

Email:      akif.m@ps.traceca-org.org  

Contact person: 

Ulker Ahmadova, Assistant of National Secretary (Tel:  +(994 50) 312 73 08)

Mr. Akif Mustafayev, National Secretary of Azerbaijan
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