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The European standard EN 13044

02.11.2011 2

With the revision in 2010 the standard was split in three parts:

Part 1  Markings for identification (ILU-Code)

Part 2  Markings for swap-bodies related to rail 

operation (codification plate)

Part 3  Markings of semi-trailers related to rail 

operation (codification plate)



EN13044 (1) owner id               problem solved:EN13044 (1) owner id               problem solved:
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Different owner identification systems

BIC-Code for containers

worldwide recognised 

with check-digit

Codification plate 

for swap-bodies

lower part: owner-

id not very visible Number 

plate for 

semi-trailers
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Solution: ILU-Code compatible to the BIC-Code

The BIC-Code according to ISO 6346 is worldwide recognised, but 
the capacity is limited to 17.000 codes. 

In the USA the National Motor Freight Traffic Association (NMFTA) 
allocates “Standard Carrier Alpha Codes” (SCAC) to identify freight 
carriers and their loading units.

Both owner codes have the same structure, NMFTA has an 
agreement with BIC, not to use the “U” as fourth character which 
is reserved for the worldwide recognised BIC-Code.

For European intermodal  loading units a similar “ILU-Code” was 
defined. Duplication with SCAC is no problem as swap bodies and 
semi-trailers do not leave the “European region”.
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ILU-Code defined in EN13044-1
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Standardisation raises productivity

Advantages of harmonised owner identification for

Haulier CT-OP RU Customs

Uniform owner ID: BIC-Code for ISO-containers, 
ILU-Code for swap-bodies and semi-trailers ���� ���� ���� ����

Simplified access to CT, ILUs codified by 
manufacturer ����

All ILUs suitable for combined transport ���� ����

Logistic companies number ILUs according to 
their own criteria (the six digits of the BIC- or ILU-
Code)

����

When selling/purchasing ILUs, no new codification ����

Savings: Check digit detects 95% of type errors ���� ���� ���� ����

Suitable for OCR (Optical Character Recognition) ���� ���� ���� ����

Higher standard in the field of safety and security ���� ���� ���� ����

Compatibility to TAF-TSI - data exchange in rail 
sector ���� ���� ����
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Deployment plan for EN 13044

For the first time the revision of the standard is 

accompanied by a deployment plan.

UIC railway undertakings and UIRR operators have decided: 

•From July 2011, UIRR will start issuing the ILU-Codes, 

operational marking will be using the new codification plates. 

•After a three-year transition period, from July 2014, only 

loading units equipped with a BIC- or an ILU-Code will be 

accepted at terminals. 

• After an eight-year transition period, from July 2019, every 

loading unit will have to be fitted with the new codification 

plate.
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Dedicated website:  www.ilu-code.eu

UIRR as administrator of the ILU-Code started 

the multilingual website on 01/07/2011

UIRR as administrator of the ILU-Code started 

the multilingual website on 01/07/2011
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About ILU-Codes: Information

Public part of the website

Downloads:

Info-folder in 

several languages
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ILU-Code Register

The ILU-Code Register is public 

and can be queried by all actors 

of the transport chain 

The ILU-Code Register is public 

and can be queried by all actors 

of the transport chain 

Public part of the website



09/11/2011 11

FAQ

Public part of the website
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Reserving a code begins with pre-registration
Public part of the website

The procedure is explained in the 

public part of the website and begins 

with the pre-registration of the  

company who wants to register a 

code

The procedure is explained in the 

public part of the website and begins 

with the pre-registration of the  

company who wants to register a 

code
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Approval of the registration

UIRR verifies the existence and interest of the applicant:

VAT number, UIRR customer code, companies website, …

… the applicant receives the 

approval of his registration by email

… the applicant receives the 

approval of his registration by email
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Choice of ILU-Code

After receipt of the approval the applicant re-enters the client 

section of the website with his username and password and 

chooses a code.

4th letter:

choice between A, B, D, E 

or K for BIC-Code holders

Client section of the website
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Payment

The applicant may pay 

online with Visacard, 

Mastercard, Maestro

or by bank transfer.

Client section of the website
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Invoice + Certificate

After receipt of the payment, UIRR sends invoice and certificate by email, also 

always available in the customer section of the website.
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Utilities

Calculating the check-digit for 

marking of each loading unit

Calculating the check-digit for 

marking of each loading unit

Public part of the website
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Marking the ILUs

The owner 

marks his 

loading units 

The owner 

marks his 

loading units 
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Codification in Combined Transport

A system based on three elements:

Approval of the ILU with

Identification plate on the ILUs

Markings on the wagons

Codification of the lines

Important for secure and fast operations

EN 13044 (2, 3) Operational marking: CodificationEN 13044 (2, 3) Operational marking: Codification
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Codification of swap-bodies

EN 13044 Part 2

Markings for swap-bodies related to 

rail operation (codification plate) 

optional horizontal or vertical

most manufacturers will deliver ILUs with codification 

plate

most manufacturers will deliver ILUs with codification 

plate
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Codification of swap-bodies
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Codification of semi-trailers

EN 13044 Part 3

Markings for semi-trailers related to 

rail operation (codification plate) 

optional horizontal or vertical

most manufacturers will deliver ILUs with codification 

plate

most manufacturers will deliver ILUs with codification 

plate
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Codification of semi-trailers
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State of the art

The implementation of the EN 13044 began on July, 1  2011 

• UIRR as administrator has started the ILU-Code website and 

issued a multilingual information folder and press 

declarations.

• Main objective is to realise the transition to the new owner 

identification within 3 years.

• All actors in the intermodal business should inform their 

customers and establish links to the ILU-Code website.

• A common effort of all actors is necessary for a successful 

transition to the new system.


