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Note by the secretariat

In the context of the resolutions on River InforroatService (RIS) adopted by the Working
Party (Resolution No. 48 on Electronic Chart Digpknd Information System for Inland
Navigation, Resolution No. 57 on Guidelines and dRemendations for River Informatign
Services, Resolution No. 60 on International stesgldor notices to skippers and for electronic
ship reporting in inland navigation and ResolutiNie. 63 on International Standards for
Tracking and Tracing in Inland Waterways), the stiat reproduces below the latest
communications from Governments on their prograssmtroducing river information services
on their inland waterways.

The Working Party on Inland Water Transport mayhwis take note of this information and
discuss the proposals from Governments, presenteadragraphs 9 and 16.
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[.  ROMANIA

1. With the financial assistance of the European Unf{&t) under the framework of
Programme PHARE 2002/00 - 586.04.09, the RomanaraNAuthority established an efficient
traffic management system along the Romanian gahiteoDanube. The system responds to the
needs of the European RIS platform, as definedhkyrésearch and implementation projects
INDRIS and COMPRIS, as well as by the new EU Dixec2005/44/EC on harmonized river
information services (RIS) on inland waterwayshia Community.

2. The first phase of this project was carried ou2@®5 and consisted in establishing a core
vessel traffic management information system coxgerall sectors presenting a danger for
navigation. The system is now fully operational lmited to certain sectors of the Danube. The
second phase will extend the system to cover theedRomanian part of the river.

[I. RUSSIAN FEDERATION

3. Integrated communication system for inland watangport represents an essential part of
inland water transport infrastructure. The systerhdsed on the basin communication networks,
which service the navigation safety systems, daatservices and production activities.

4.  The priorities of reconstruction and developmenthef basin communication networks are
defined in Concept for the Development of Inlandt®va ransport of the Russian Federation,
approved by the Government on 3 July 2003. Thébksitement of the communication networks
on inland waterways is based on the River inforamatervice (RIS) concept, adopted by the
UNECE Working Party on Inland Water Transport ins®ation No. 57 on Guidelines and

Recommendations for River Information Services.

5. Seven RIS zones, corresponding to the distribuabmesponsibility among the basin
divisions of the federal inland waterway manageman¢ necessary for establishing a RIS
covering the entire deep-water system of the Ewoart of the Russian Federation. The main
goal of the RIS principles is to establish a urseérinstrument for transmitting navigation
information, sufficient to ensure the safety ohsport operations.

6. River information services entail harmonizatiortlod information systems, which support
vessel traffic management and transport of goodslapd water transport in combination with
other modes of transport. RIS are intended to pterasafe and efficient transportation process
and a fuller use of the inland waterways’ potentiakisting river information systems are
composed of one or several harmonized system bas@aformation technologies (IT). An IT
system represents an assembly of human resouelsydre and software, means and rules of
communication, which process information. Estallisht of RIS has a number of goals: safety
and efficiency of transport operations, as weléaslogical safety (reducing the negative impact
on the environment, reducing emissions and leakegesed by accidents, illegal activities or the
normal operations).

7. The above-mentioned goals are essential for todajfastructure of the Russian inland
waterways. The concept of RIS is even more importaven the prospect of opening the
Russian inland waterways to foreign vessels.
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8. An effective implementation of RIS is ensured bycareful planning and a gradual
implementation. These processes are described tallsden Sections 6 and 7 of the United
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) Régm No. 57. It is clear that RIS
should be introduced gradually, basin by basin,ettasn the level of readiness of the
organizational and technical components.

9. The Russian Federation recommends that the follpwsaues are discussed at the pan-
European level:

(a) Elaboration by the UNECE of the recommendationgm@aual introduction of mobile
vessel automatic identification system (AIS) stasigtransponders) for inland vessels,
which are not covered by Chapter V of the 1974 SSL@onvention. The goal is to
establish one single approach to the AIS equipmést,development of information
systems on vessel traffic, vessel traffic managemand introduction of an
international standard of vessel tracking and tigci

(b) Elaboration by the UNECE of the recommendationshenpurpose of user identifiers
for Maritime Mobile Service Identifier (MMSI) to besed in the AIS transponders on
inland vessels, which are not covered by Chapterf the 1974 SOLAS Convention.
Also it would be useful to include information onM&I in the ship’s certificate, as
defined in the UNECE Recommendations on Harmonigadope-Wide Technical
Requirements for Inland Navigation Vessels (ResmiulNo. 61). The goal is to ensure
a harmonized use of MMSI by all vessels, carrying mland water transport
operations, as the AIS transponders cannot profanttion without MMSI;

(c) Complementing Resolution No. 61 with the provisi@msthe minimum requirements
to the computer equipment on board of inland vessséd for receiving information
during the vessel’'s movement (receiving noticeskippers, updates to the electronic
navigational charts, etc.).

10. Furthermore, with the goal to create a integratéormation system for safety of maritime
and river navigation, the Russian Federation igenily working on a Single automated
information and management system for the Russedefal Agency of Maritime and River
Transport (Rosmorrechflot) (System “MoRe”). Thisstggn will be part of an automated
management system for the entire transport sysfetineoRussian Federation. It represents an
integrated software system for monitoring and margagnaritime and river transport and
promoting safety and efficiency of the navigatiowl grevention of pollution from vessels.

1. REPUBLIC OF SERBIA

11. The Republic of Serbia has implemented a pilotesystor the basic RIS services, taking
into account the EU Directive 2005/44/EC on harrmediriver information services (RIS) on

inland waterways in the Community. The system, mbimg of four AIS base stations for vessel

tracking and tracing related services, provisionFafrway Information Services by means of
Electronic Navigational Charts (ENCs) and NoticesSkippers, has been operational since
2007.

12. Full roll-out of the RIS according to the EU RISr&gtive (and its annexes) on the Serbian
Danube, including the transponder equipment prograrfor the vessels navigating through the
Republic of Serbia, is planned for the next threarg. The implementation of the RIS will
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reflect all main building blocks of RIS, such asssel tracking and tracing by means of AlS,
ENCs, Electronic Reporting, Hull Database, provisad position correction signal by means of
AIS and International Association of Lighthouse Rartties (IALA) beacons, etc.

13. Project is funded by the 2007 funds of InstrumentHre Accession Assistance (IPA), and
the implementation will start in September 2009e Thain state-owned stakeholders will be
involved in project implementation and operatioamely Ministry of Infrastructure, Directorate
for Inland Waterways as RIS operator in the Repubfi Serbia, Ministry of Interior Affairs
(River Police, Border Police, Gendarmerie), Serl@aistoms, Serbian Ship Register, etc.

V. UKRAINE

14. At the present time, the first differential GPS (P& beacon for adjusting the GPS
information for inland navigation is established i island of Zmeiny and another one is
planned for port of Izmail or Reni. However, acdogito the conditions of the RIS coverage, it
is proposed to establish one more beacon in potzrogil, which would ensure the DGPS
coverage of the entire Danube delta to the po@amfstanta, where a Romanian DGPS is already
operational. The exact point for the second DGP&de is currently under consideration. River
information service for the Ukrainian-Romanian seaf the Danube is being implemented in
accordance with Order No. 526 from 31 March 200&efUkrainian Ministry of Transport and
Communication. At the present time, a vessel tafianagement centre in the port of Vulkovo
is equipped with the computer network, which raBethe real-time vessel traffic on the
electronic navigational charts.

15. With the minimum crew onboard, the boatmaster, ste®rs the vessel from the steering
cabin, cannot simultaneously monitor the indicatofsdifferent navigation devices (echo

sounder, radar, rate-of-turn indicator, tachograpt light signalization on the steering board
etc.) and carry out a visual surveillance of altpaf the vessel, especially, at night. This @sat

favorable conditions for the penetration on bodrthe vessel of third parties, including criminal
elements.

16. Taking this into account, Ukraine proposes thatffiftyethird session of the Working Party
on Inland Water Transport include in the final rdpof the session a recommendation to
strengthen the vessel traffic control, carried loythe police and other navigation surveillance
bodies, and introduce, as soon as possible, mfermation services, which will constitute one
of the most efficient measures to ensure safetyasfigation and safety on board of inland
vessels. Such services could be provided by RISMERIS”, which is being introduced on the
Danube and the Rhine from the Northern Sea to tlaekBSea. Ukraine emphasizes the
importance of increasing the safety of inland visssehich can be used as a terrorist instrument,
given the high-speed quality of some vessels wbashcarry out a sudden fast approach to other
vessels. This work should be carried out in clogeperation with the European Union, the
Central Commission for the navigation of the Rharel the Danube Commission. It should
focus on a more restricted access to vessels aisederesponsibilities of staff dealing with safety
issues on certain types of passenger vesselqpttiogluiction of possible safety provisions in the
future RIS “COMPRIS” and the preparation of amendts¢o the European Agreement on Main
Inland Waterways of International Importance (AGN).



