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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE HARMONIZATION
OF FRONTIER CONTROL S OF GOODS
Preamble

THE CONTRACTING PARTIES,

DESIRING to improve the international movement obds,

BEARING IN MIND the need to facilitate the passamjegyoods at frontiers,

NOTING that control measures are applied at froatigy different control services,

ACKNOWLEDGING that the conditions under which sumgintrols are carried out may be
extensively harmonized without impairing their posp, their proper implementation and their

effectiveness,

CONVINCED that the harmonization of frontier corirgonstitutes an important means for
attaining these objectives,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

CHAPTER | - GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1 - Definitions

For the purposes of this Convention:

(@) "Custom$ means the Government Service which is responsifie the
administration of Customs law and the collectiorinsport and export duties and taxes and which
also has responsibility for the application of otkewvs and regulations relating, inter alta the
importation, transit and exportation of goods;

(b) "Customs Contrblmeans measures applied to ensure compliancetingttaws and
regulations which the Customs are responsiblerftoreing;

(c) "Medico-sanitary inspectidrmeans the inspections exercised for the proteabio
the life and health of persons, with the exceptibmeterinary inspection;
(d) "Veterinary inspectidhmeans the sanitary inspection applied to aniraats animal
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products with a view to protecting the life and ltieaf persons and animals, as well as that carried
out on objects or goods which could serve as aecdar animal diseases;

(e) "Phytosanitary inspectibmeans the inspection intended to prevent theaspasd
the introduction across national boundaries ofspetplants and plant products;

) "Control of compliance with technical standsiradneans the control to ensure that
goods meet the minimum international or nationandards specified by relevant laws and
regulations;

(9) "Quality contrdl means any control other than those referred avalto ensure that
the goods correspond to the minimum internatiomahational definitions of quality specified by
relevant laws and regulations;

(h) "Control servicesmeans any service responsible for carrying oubmapart of the
controls defined above or any other controls retyulapplied to the importation, exportation or
transit of goods.

Article 2 - Aim

In order to facilitate the international movemehgoods, this Convention aims at reducing
the requirements for completing formalities as wadl the number and duration of controls, in
particular by national and international co-ordioatof control procedures and of their methods of
application.

Article 3 - Scope

1. This Convention applies to all goods being inbgpdror exported or in transit, when being
moved across one or more maritime, air or inlandtfers.

2. This Convention applies to all controls serviokthe Contracting Parties.
CHAPTER Il - HARMONIZATION OF PROCEDURES

Article 4 - Co-ordination of controls

The Contracting Parties shall undertake, to theregxpossible, to organize in a harmonized manner
the intervention of the Customs services and theratontrol services.

Article 5 - Resources of the services




To ensure that the control services opesatesfactorily, the Contracting Parties
shall see to it that, as far as possible, and withé framework of national law, they are provided
with:

)] qualified personnel in sufficient numbers cetesit with traffic requirements;

(b) equipment and facilities suitable for inspestidaking into account the mode of
transport, the goods to be checked and trafficireqents;

(c) official instructions to officers for acting sccordance with international agreements
and arrangements and with current national pronssio

Avrticle 6 - International co-operation

The Contracting Parties undertake to co-operatk eaich other and to seek any necessary
co-operation from the competent international bedimm order to achieve the aims of this
Convention, and furthermore to attempt to arrivenedv multilateral or bilateral agreements or
arrangements, if necessary.

Article 7 - Co-operation between adjacent countries

Whenever a common inland frontier is crossed, theti@cting Parties concerned shall take
appropriate measures, whenever possible, to teilthe passage of the goods, and they shall, in
particular:

(a) endeavour to arrange for the joint controlgobds and documents, through the
provision of shared facilities;

(b) endeavour to ensure that the following correspo

opening hours of frontier posts,

the control services operating there,

the categories of goods, the modes of transport thedinternational Customs transit
procedures accepted or in use there.



Article 8 - Exchange of information

The Contracting Parties shall, on request, sentt estter information necessary for the
application of this Convention under the conditispecified in the annexes.

Article 9 - Documents

1. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour to &urthe use, between themselves and with the
competent international bodies, of documents atigmethe United Nations Layout Key.

2. The Contracting Parties shall accept documentsiygced by any appropriate technical
process, provided that they comply with officiaguéations as to their form, authenticity and

certification, and that they are legible and undgrdable.

3. The Contracting Parties shall ensure that theessary documents are prepared and
authenticated in strict compliance with the relévagislation.

CHAPTER IIl - PROVISIONS CONCERNING TRANSIT

Article 10 - Goods in transit

1. The Contracting Parties shall, wherever possiilevide simple and speedy treatment for
goods in transit, especially for those travellingder cover of an international Customs transit
procedure, by limiting their inspections to casebewe these are warranted by the actual
circumstances or risks. Additionally, they shalkgainto account the situation of land-locked
countries. They shall endeavour to provide for esi@n of the hours and the competence of
existing Customs posts available for Customs clesrdor goods carried under an international
Customs transit procedure.

2. They shall endeavour to facilitate to the utntbsttransit of goods carried in containers or
other load units affording adequate security.

CHAPTER IV - MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

Article 11 - Public order

1. No provision in this Convention shall preclutee application of the prohibitions or
restrictions relating to importation, exportati@m,transit, imposed for reasons of public orded an
in particular public safety, morality, and healbh,for the protection of the environment, of cudtiur
heritage or industrial, commercial and intellectoaperty.



2. Nevertheless, whenever possible without prepitio the effectiveness of the controls, the
Contracting Parties shall endeavour to apply tactirols in connection with the application of the
measures mentioned in paragraph 1 above the poosisif this Convention, inter alithose which
are the subject of articles 6 to 9.

Article 12 - Emergency measures

1. The emergency measures which the ContractinieRamay be led to introduce because of
particular circumstances, must be proportionatéaéoreasons which give rise to their introduction
and must be suspended or abrogated when thes@saastonger exist.

2. Whenever possible without prejudice to the ¢ifeness of the measures, the Contracting
Parties shall publish the relevant provisions tartsmeasures.

Article 13 - Annexes

1. The annexes to this Convention form an integaat of the Convention.

2. New annexes relating to other sectors of com@y be added to this Convention according
to the procedure specified in articles 22 or 24 Wwel

Article 14 - Relation to other treaties

Without prejudice to the provisions of article BetConvention shall not override the rights
and obligations arising from treaties which the tCacting Parties to the Convention concluded
before becoming contracting parties to this Coneent

Article 15

This Convention shall not prevent the applicatidrgeater facilities which two or more
Contracting Parties may wish to grant to each other the right of regional economic integration
organizations referred to in article 16 which amnacting Parties to apply their own legislation t
controls at their internal frontiers, on condititirat this does not reduce in any way the facilities
deriving from this Convention.

Article 16 - Signature, ratification, acceptangapmval and accession

1. This Convention, deposited with the Secretarpeda of the United Nations, shall be open
to the participation of all States and of regioeabnomic integration organizations constituted by
sovereign States which have competence to negotiatelude and apply international agreements
on matters covered by the Convention.



2. The regional economic integration organizatioeferred to in paragraph 1 may, for the
matters within their competence, exercise on thmivn behalf the rights and fulfil the
responsibilities which this Convention otherwisenfess on their Member States which are
Contracting Parties to this Convention. In suctesabe Member States of the said Organizations
shall not be entitled to exercise individually suights, including the right to vote.

3. States and the regional economic integratiomroegtions referred to above may become
Contracting Parties to this Convention:

(a) by depositing an instrument of ratificatiooce@ptance or approval after signing it,
or

(b) by depositing an instrument of accession.
4. This Convention shall be open from 1 April 1988til 31 March 1984 inclusive for
signature at the Office of the United Nations an&ea by all States and the regional economic
integration organizations referred to in paragraph

5. From 1 April 1983 it shall also be open for tregcession.

6. The instruments of ratification, acceptanceyaygl or accession shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

Article 17 - Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force three therafter the date on which five States have
deposited their instruments of ratification, aceepge, approval or accession.

2. After five States have deposited their instruteenf ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, this Convention shall enter into formref@irther Contracting Parties three months after
the date of the deposit of their instruments dfication, acceptance, approval or accession.

3. Any instrument of ratification, acceptance, awai or accession deposited after the entry
into force of an amendment to this Convention shalldeemed to apply to this Convention as
amended.

4. Any such instrument deposited after an amendrhastbeen accepted in accordance with
the procedure in article 22 but before it has euntdnto force shall be deemed to apply to this
Convention as amended on the date when the ameheémtens into force.



Article 18 - Denunciation

1. Any Contracting Party may denounce this Coneenliy so notifying the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

2. Denunciation shall take effect six months after date of receipt by the Secretary-General
of the notification of denunciation.

Article 19 - Termination

If, after the entry into force of this Conventighe number of States which are Contracting
Parties is for any period of 12 consecutive moméiiced to less than five, the Convention shall
cease to have effect from the end of the 12-moaetiog.

Article 20 - Settlement of disputes

1. Any dispute between two or more Contracting iParconcerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention shall, so far assilole, be settled by negotiation between them or by
other means of settlement.

2. Any dispute between two or more Contracting iParconcerning the interpretation or
application of this Convention which cannot belsdtby the means indicated in paragraph 1 of this
article shall, at the request of one of them, Herred to an arbitration tribunal composed as
follows: each party to the dispute shall appointaabitrator and these arbitrators shall appoint
another arbitrator, who shall be chairman. If, ¢hreonths after receipt of a request, one of the
parties has failed to appoint an arbitrator ohd arbitrators have failed to elect the chairmay, a
of the parties may request the Secretary-Genethleof)nited Nations to appoint an arbitrator or the
chairman of the arbitration tribunal.

3. The decision of the arbitration tribunal estsiilid under the provisions of paragraph 2 shall
be final and binding on the parties to the dispute.

4. The arbitration tribunal shall determine its owiles of procedure.

5. The arbitration tribunal shall take its decisdoy majority vote and on the basis of the
treaties existing between the parties to the despotl of general international law.

6. Any controversy which may arise between the igarto the dispute as regards the
interpretation and execution of the award may berstied by any of the parties for judgement to
the arbitration tribunal which made the award.



7. Each party to the dispute shall bear the cositsobwn appointed arbitrator and of its
representatives in the arbitral proceedings; ttst abthe chairman and the remaining costs shall be
borne in equal parts by the parties to the dispute.

Article 21 - Reservations

1. Any Contracting Party may, at the time of sigpimatifying, accepting or approving this
Convention or acceding to it, declare that it doesconsider itself bound by article 20, paragraphs
2 to 7, of this Convention. Other Contracting Rertshall not be bound by these paragraphs in
respect of any Contracting Party which has entsoeti a reservation.

2. Any Contracting Party having entered a reseswa#is provided for in paragraph 1 of this
article may at any time withdraw such reservatigmotifying the Secretary-General of the United

Nations.

3. Apart from the reservations provided for in gmagph 1 of this article, no reservation to this
Convention shall be permitted.

Article 22 - Procedure for amending this Convention

1. This Convention, including its annexes, may imerded upon the proposal of a Contracting
Party by the procedure specified in this article.

2. Any proposed amendment to this Convention shallconsidered in an Administrative
Committee composed of all the Contracting Partiescicordance with the rules of procedure set out
in annex 7. Any such amendment considered or pedpaduring the meeting of the Administrative
Committee and adopted by it shall be communicayeithéd Secretary-General of the United Nations
to the Contracting Parties for their acceptance.

3. Any proposed amendment communicated in accoedaiitt the preceding paragraph shall
come into force with respect to all Contractingtearthree months after the expiry of a period of
12 months following the date of communication of ffroposed amendment during which period
no objection to the proposed amendment has beemuoinated to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations by a state which is a ContractingtyPar by a regional economic integration
organization, itself a Contracting Party, whichrttaets within the conditions specified in artic 1
paragraph 2, of this Convention.

4. If an objection to the proposed amendment ha&h m®mmunicated in accordance with
paragraph 3 of this article, the amendment shatldmmed not to have been accepted and shall have
no effect whatsoever.



Article 23 - Requests, communications and objestion

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shdtirm all Contracting Parties and all
States of any request, communication or objectiodeu article 22 and of the date on which any
amendment enters into force.

Article 24 - Review Conference

After this Convention has been in force for fiveagg any Contracting Party may, by
notification to the Secretary-General of the Unilations, request that a conference be convened
for the purpose of reviewing the Convention, indiggthe proposals which should be dealt with by
the conference. In such a case:

0] The Secretary-General of the United Nationdlshatify all the Contracting Parties
of the request and invite them to submit, withirpexriod of three months, their
comments on the original proposals and such ottegsals as they may wish the
conference to consider;

(ii) The Secretary-General of the United Nationslkslalso communicate to all the
Contracting Parties the text of any other proppsabhde and shall convene a
review conference if, within a period of six mosthirom the date of that
communication, not less than one third of the Camting Parties notify the
Secretary-General of the United Nations of theiratorence with the
convening of such a conference.

(i)  However, if the Secretary-General of the lénitNations considers that a review
proposal may be regarded as a proposed amendngt paragraph 1 of article 22,
he may, by agreement with the Contracting Partyctwhias made the proposal,
implement the amendment procedure provided forrtigi@ 22 instead of the review
procedure.

Article 25 - Notifications

In addition to the notifications and communicasigrovided for in articles 23 and 24, the
Secretary-General of the United Nations shall gatif States of the following:

(a) signatures, ratifications, acceptances, agis@nd accessions under article 16;
(b) the dates of entry into force of this Conventin accordance with article 17;
(c) denunciations under article 18;
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(d) the termination of this convention under aetit9;
(e) reservations under article 21.

Article 26 - Certified true copies

After 31 March 1984 the Secretary-General of thatddn Nations shall transmit two
certified true copies of this Convention to eachhaf Contracting Parties and to all States whieh ar
not Contracting Parties.

DONE at Geneva this twenty-first day of October tdmeusand nine hundred and eighty-two,
in a single original, of which the English, FrenBussian and Spanish texts are equally authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned plenipotergisirbeing duly authorized thereto,
have signed this Convention.
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Annex 1

HARMONIZATION OF CUSTOMS CONTROLS AND OTHER CONTRGL

Article 1 - Principles

1. As the Customs are present at all frontiersamtheir interventions are of a general nature,
other controls shall, as far as possible, be orgahin a harmonized manner with Customs controls.

2. In application of this principle, it is possikifeappropriate to carry out all or part of these
controls elsewhere than at the frontier, provideat the procedures used contribute to facilitage th
international movement of goods.

Article 2

1. The Customs shall be kept fully informed of tregjuirements prescribed by laws or
regulations which may lead to the operation of mmatother than Customs controls.

2. When it is found that other controls are neagsshe Customs shall ensure that the services
concerned are informed and shall co-operate wemth

Article 3 - Organization of Controls

1. When several controls have to be carried otliasame place, the competent services shall
make all appropriate arrangements to carry them stmultaneously, if possible, or with the
minimum delay. They shall endeavour to co-ordintteir requirements as to documents and
information.

2. In particular, the competent services shall maKeappropriate arrangements for the
necessary personnel and facilities to be availabtee place where the controls are carried out.

3. The Customs may, through explicit delegatiorpoivers by the competent services, carry
out on their behalf all or part of the controlsvdfich these services are responsible. In this case,

these services will see to it that the necessagnsibe furnished to Customs.

Article 4 - Result of Controls

1. In all matters dealt with by this Conventionptrol services and Customs shall exchange all
relevant information as soon as possible so asgore that controls are efficient.

2. On the basis of the results of the controlsiedrout, the competent service shall decide on
the subsequent treatment of the goods, and if sapgsshall inform the services responsible for
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other controls. On the basis of this decision Qustshall subject the goods to the appropriate
Customs procedure.
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Annex 2

MEDICO-SANITARY INSPECTION

Article 1 - Principles

Wherever carried out, medico-sanitary inspecticalstomply with the principles laid down
in this Convention, and particularly in annex 1réte.

Avrticle 2 - Information

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that infornmatin the following is readily available to
any person interested:
the goods subject to medico-sanitary inspection;

the places where the goods in question may bemrgséor inspection;

the requirements as set out in laws and regulationserning medico-sanitary inspection as
well as their procedures of general application.

Article 3 - Organization of controls

1. The control services shall see to it that theessary facilities at frontier points where
medico-sanitary inspection may take place are geali

2. Medico-sanitary inspection may also be carrietdad places in the interior of the country, if
it is clear from the certificates produced and friti@ transport techniques employed, that the goods
cannot deteriorate or cause contamination duringacge.

3. Within the framework of Conventions in force t@entracting Parties shall endeavour to
reduce, as far as possible, the physical contfglgieshable goods en route.

4. When goods have to be held pending the resultsnedico-sanitary inspection, the
competent control services of the Contracting Psarshall arrange that such storage shall be in
conditions providing for the conservation of theods and involving the minimum of Customs
formalities.

Article 4 - Goods in transit

Within the framework of Conventions in force the nfracting Parties shall, as far as
possible, dispense with the medico-sanitary inspeatf goods in transit in those circumstances
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where there is no risk of contamination.

Article 5 - Co-operation

1. The medico-sanitary inspection services shabbmerate with the corresponding services of
other Contracting Parties so as to expedite thesgoes of perishable goods subjected to
medico-sanitary inspection, inter altarough the exchange of useful information.

2. When a consignment of perishable goods is iepted] during medico-sanitary inspection,
the competent service shall endeavour to notify ¢beresponding service of the country of
exportation within as short a time as possiblejcathg the reasons for the interception and the
measures taken concerning the goods.
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Annex 3

VETERINARY INSPECTION

Article 1 - Principles

Wherever carried out, veterinary inspection shathply with the principles laid down in the
Convention, and particularly in annex 1 thereto.

Avrticle 2 - Definitions

The veterinary inspection defined in article 1 (@) this Convention covers also the
inspection of means and conditions of transpoerifnals and animal products. It may also include
the inspections bearing on quality, standards &edvarious regulations, such as the inspection
aiming at the conservation of endangered specibghwfor reasons of effectiveness, are often
associated with the veterinary inspection.

Avrticle 3 - Information

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that infornmatio the following is readily available to
any person interested:

the goods subject to veterinary inspection;
the places where the goods may be presented foedtien;
the compulsorily notifiable diseases;

the requirements as set out in laws and regulationserning veterinary inspection as well
as their procedures of general application.

Article 4 - Organization of controls

1. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour:

to set up, where necessary and possible, appreddailities for veterinary inspection, in
conformity with traffic requirements;

to facilitate the movement of goods, in particutaough the co-ordination of working hours
of the veterinary and Customs services and agretetoeeffect clearance outside normal
hours, where their arrival has been notified insache.
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2. The veterinary inspection of animal products fnayindertaken at points within the country
provided that it can be shown, and the means ofprart used are such, that the products will not
deteriorate or cause contamination during theirspart.

3. Within the framework of Conventions in force t@entracting Parties shall endeavour to
reduce, as far as possible, the physical contfgleishable goods en route.

4. When goods have to be held pending the restiligterinary inspection, the competent
control services of the Contracting Parties shafirege that such storage shall take place with the
minimum of Customs formalities and in conditionsoyading for the quarantine safety and
conservation of the goods.

Article 5 - Goods in transit

Within the framework of Conventions in force the nracting Parties shall, as far as
possible, dispense with the veterinary inspectioenémal products in transit in those circumstances
where there is no risk of contamination.

Avrticle 6 - Co-operation

1. The veterinary inspection services shall co-afgewith the corresponding services of other
Contracting Parties so as to expedite the pasdageods subjected to veterinary inspection, inter
alia, through the exchange of useful information.

2. When a consignment of perishable goods or Iivienals is intercepted during veterinary
inspection, the competent service shall endeawuotify the corresponding service of the country
of exportation within as short a time as possibidicating the reasons for the interception and the
measures taken concerning the goods.
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Annex 4

PHYTOSANITARY INSPECTION

Article 1 - Principles

Wherever carried out, phytosanitary inspectionlst@hply with the principles laid down in

this Convention, and particularly in annex 1 theret

Avrticle 2 - Definitions

The phytosanitary inspection defined in articlee] ¢f the present Convention covers also

the inspection of means and conditions of transpbpiants and plant products. It may also cover
the measures aiming at the conservation of endadgsant species.

Article 3 - Information

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that infornmatio the following is readily available to

any person interested:

force,

the goods subject to special phytosanitary conutio

the places where particular plants and plant prisdway be presented for inspection,

the list of pests of plants and plant productsvibich prohibitions and restrictions are in
the list of requirements as set out in laws anduleggpns concerning phytosanitary
inspection as well as their procedures of gengalication.

Article 4 - Organization of controls

The Contracting Parties shall endeavour:

to set up, where necessary and possible, appregtattosanitary inspection, storage, and
disinfestation and disinfection facilities, in conhity with traffic requirements;

to facilitate the movement of goods, in particulaough the co-ordination of working hours

of the phytosanitary and Customs services and agmeeto effect clearance of perishable
goods outside normal hours where their arrivaldeen notified in advance.
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2. The phytosanitary inspection of plants and plardducts may be undertaken at points
within the country provided that it can be showmg #he means of transport used are such, that the
goods will not cause infestation during their trzors.

3. Within the framework of Conventions in force t@entracting Parties shall endeavour to
reduce, as far as possible, the physical contfgieshable plants and plant products en route.

4. When goods have to be held pending the restijphydgosanitary inspection, the competent
control services of the Contracting Parties shafirege that such storage shall take place with the
minimum of Customs formalities and in conditionsoyding for the quarantine safety and
conservation of the goods.

Article 5 - Goods in transit

Within the framework of Conventions in force the nracting Parties shall, as far as
possible, dispense with the phytosanitary inspeatibgoods in transit, unless such measures are
necessary for the protection of their own plants.

Article 6 - Co-operation

1. The phytosanitary services shall co-operate wite corresponding services of other
Contracting Parties so as to expedite the passgaanots and plant products subjected to
phytosanitary inspection, inter glidarough the exchange of useful information.

2. When a consignment of plants or plant produstsintercepted during phytosanitary
inspection, the competent service shall endeawuotify the corresponding service of the country
of exportation within as short a time as possibidicating the reasons for the interception and the
measures taken concerning the goods.
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Annex 5

CONTROL OF COMPLIANCE WITH TECHNICAL STANDARDS

Article 1 - Principles

Wherever carried out, the control of compliancehwti¢échnical standards relating to the
goods covered by this Convention, shall comply wiité principles laid down in the Convention,
and particularly in annex 1 thereto.

Article 2 - Information

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that infornmatio the following is readily available to
any person interested:

the standards applied by it,
the places where the goods may be presented foedtien,

the requirements as set out in laws and regulattemgerning the control of compliance
with technical standards as well as their procesiafgjeneral application.

Article 3 - Harmonization of standards

In the absence of international standards, Cormiga&arties which apply national standards
shall endeavour to harmonize them by way of intéonal agreements.

Article 4 - Organization of controls

1. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour:

to set up, where necessary and possible, statwried control of compliance with technical
standards, in conformity with traffic requirements;

to facilitate the movement of goods, in particulaough the co-ordination of working hours
of the service responsible for the control of caamde with technical standards and the
Customs services and agreement to effect clearahgerishable goods outside normal
hours where their arrival has been notified in adea

2. The control of compliance with technical stamdamay also be undertaken at points within
the country provided that it can be shown, andntieans of transport used are such, that the goods,
and especially perishable goods, will not detetedaring their transport.
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3. Within the framework of Conventions in force t@entracting Parties shall endeavour to
reduce, as far as possible, the physical controloete of perishable goods subjected to control of
compliance with technical standards.

4. The Contracting Parties shall organize contriolcompliance with technical standards,
harmonizing wherever possible the procedures ofstheice responsible for these controls with
those of any services responsible for other cam@ot inspections.

5. In the case of perishable goods held pendingrékalts of control of compliance with
technical standards, the competent control sernatdéle Contracting Parties shall ensure that the
storage of the goods or the parking of transpouipegent shall take place with the minimum of
Customs formalities and in conditions providing fiee conservation of the goods.

Article 5 - Goods in transit

The controls of compliance with technical standagddsnot normally apply to goods in
through transit.

Avrticle 6 - Co-operation

1. The services responsible for the control of cienpe with technical standards shall
co-operate with the corresponding services of dff@tracting Parties so as to expedite the passage
of perishable goods subjected to control of conmgkawith technical standards, inter aliarough

the exchange of useful information.

2. When a consignment of perishable goods is ieped during control of compliance with
technical standards, the competent service shd#arour to notify the corresponding service of the
country of exportation within as short a time asgiole, indicating the reasons for the interception
and the measures taken concerning the goods.
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Annex 6

QUALITY CONTROL

Article 1 - Principles

Wherever carried out, quality control of the goedsered by this Convention, shall comply
with the principles laid down in the Conventiondgparticularly in annex 1 thereto.

Avrticle 2 - Information

Each Contracting Party shall ensure that infornmatin the following is readily available to
any person interested:

the places where the goods may be presented foeatien,

the requirements as set out in laws and regulationserning quality control as well as their
procedures of general application.

Article 3 - Organization of controls

1. The Contracting Parties shall endeavour:

to set up, where necessary and possible, qualityralostations, in conformity with traffic
requirements;

to facilitate the movement of goods, in particulaough the co-ordination of working hours
of the quality control and Customs services an@ement to effect clearance of perishable
goods outside normal hours where their arrivaldeen notified in advance.

2. The quality control may be undertaken at pomtthin the country provided that the
procedures used contribute to facilitate the irgg@omal movement of goods.

3. Within the framework of Conventions in force t@entracting Parties shall endeavour to
reduce, as far as possible, the physical contmolsoate of perishable goods subjected to quality
control.

4. The Contracting Parties shall organize qualdggtol, harmonizing wherever possible the

procedures of the service responsible for thisrobmtith those of any services responsible for bthe
controls and inspections.
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Article 4 - Goods in transit

Quality controls do not normally apply to goodghnough transit.

Article 5 - Co-operation

1. The quality control services shall co-operatehwthe corresponding services of other
Contracting Parties so as to expedite the pasdagerishable goods subjected to quality control,
inter alig through the exchange of useful information.

2. When a consignment of perishable goods is iepgeci during quality control, the competent
service shall endeavour to notify the correspondieiyice of the country of exportation within as
short a time as possible, indicating the reasomsthe interception and the measures taken
concerning the goods.
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Annex 7

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE
REFERRED TO IN ARTICLE 22 OF THIS CONVENTION

Article 1 - Members

The members of the Administrative Committee sha&lthe Contracting Parties to this
Convention.

Article 2 - Observers

1 The Administrative Committee may decide to inwite competent administrations of all
States which are not Contracting Parties, or regmtesives of international organizations which are
not Contracting Parties, to attend, for questiohglvinterest them, the sessions of the Committee
as observers.

2. However, without prejudice to article 1, theemmational organizations referred to in
paragraph 1 which are competent for the subjecih deth in the annexes to this Convention, shall

have the right to participate as observers in thkwf the Administrative Committee.

Article 3 - Secretariat

The Secretariat of the Committee shall be providgdthe Executive Secretary of the
Economic Commission for Europe.

Article 4 - Convocations

The Executive Secretary of the Economic Commisdimn Europe shall convene the
Committee:

0] two years after the Convention entered int@éor

(i) thereafter, at a date fixed by the Committieet not less frequently than every five
years;

(i)  at the request of the competent administraiof at least five States which are
Contracting Parties.
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vote.

Article 5 - Officers

The Committee shall elect a chairman and a vicé+tiaa on the occasion of every session.

Article 6 - Quorum

A quorum consisting of not less than one thirdhef States which are Contracting Parties is
required for the purposes of taking decisions.

(ii)

(iif)

(iv)

v)

Avrticle 7 - Decisions

Proposals shall be put to the vote.

Each State which is a Contracting Party repnésd at the session shall have one

Where article 16 (2) of the Convention appligdhe regional economic integration

organizations parties to the Convention shall havease of voting only a number of

votes equal to the total votes allotted to theinNder States which are also parties to
the Convention. In this latter case, these Meml&ieS do not exercise their right to
vote.

Subject to the provisions of subparagraphb@ow, proposals shall be adopted by a
simple majority of the members present and votmgdcordance with the conditions
specified in subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) above.

Amendments to this Convention shall be adogigda two-thirds majority of the
members present and voting in accordance with theditons specified in

subparagraphs (ii) and (iii) above.

Article 8 - Report

Before the closure of its session, the Committedl sldopt its report.

Article 9 - Supplementary provisions

In the absence of relevant provisions in this antfex Rules of Procedure of the Economic
Commission for Europe shall be applicable, unleesGommittee decides otherwise.
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Annex 8

FACILITATION OF BORDER CROSSING PROCEDURES
FOR INTERNATIONAL ROAD TRANSPORT

Article 1- Principles

Complementing the provisions of the Convention @amdparticular those provided in
Annex 1, the present Annex intends to define thasuees that need to be implemented in order
to facilitate border crossing procedures for inddional road transport.

Article 2 - Facilitation of visa procedures for fessional drivers

1. The Contracting Parties should endeavour tditi#e the procedures for the granting of
visas for professional drivers engaged in inteamt road transport in accordance with national
best practice for all visa applicants and natiomaiigration rules as well as international
commitments.

2. The Contracting Parties agree to regularly emgbainformation on best practices with
regard to the facilitation of visa procedures fovfpssional drivers.

Article 3 - International road transport operations

1. In order to facilitatehe international movement of goods, the Contrgctarties shall
regularly inform all parties involved in internatial transport operations in a harmonized and
co-ordinated manner on border control requireméstsnternational road transport operations in
force or planned as well as on the actual situatdsorders.

2. Contracting Parties shall endeavour to transbethe extent possible and not only for transit
traffic, all necessary control procedures to thaces of departurand destination of the goods
transported by road so as to alleviate congestitimeaborder crossing points.

3. Referring in particular to Article 7 of this Qaention, priority shall be given to urgent
consignments, e.g. live animals and perishable gdodparticular, the competent services at border
crossing points:

0] shall take the necessary measures to minimize ngattmes for ATP-approved vehicles
transporting perishable foodstuffs or for vehicteensporting live animals, as from their
time of arrival at the frontier until their regubay, administrative, Customs and sanitary
controls;
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(i)  shall ensure that the required controls mentioneder (i) are carried out as quickly as
possible;

(i)  shall allow, as far as possible, the operatiorhefrecessary refrigerating units of vehicles
carrying perishable foodstuffs during the time abssing the border, unless this is
impossible as a result of the required control pdoce;

(iv)  shall co-operate, in particular through advancermgtion exchange, with their counterparts
in other Contracting Parties in order to accelebateler crossing procedures for perishable

foodstuffs and live animals, in case these loadssabject to sanitary inspections.

Article 4 - Vehicle inspection

1. The Contracting Parties, not yet Parties to Alggeement Concerning the Adoption of
Uniform Conditions for Periodical Technical Inspeos of Wheeled Vehicles and the Reciprocal
Recognition of such Inspections (1997), should ewmder, in line with relevant national and
international laws and regulations, to facilitatee tcrossing of road vehicles across borders by
accepting the International Technical Inspectionti@eate as provided for in this Agreement. The
Technical Inspection Certificate, as containechm Agreement as of 1 January 2004, is contained in
Appendix 1to this Annex.

2. With a view to identifying ATP-approved vehiclesrrying perishable foodstuffs, the
Contracting Parties may utilize the distinguishmgrks affixed to the relevant equipment and the
ATP certificate or plate of approval provided farthe Agreement on the International Carriage of
Perishable Foodstuffs and the Special Equipmebé tased for such Carriage (1970).

Article 5 - International Vehicle Weight Certifieat

1. In order to accelerate border crossings, ther@cting Parties, in line with relevant national
and international laws and regulations, should awnder to avoid repetitive vehicle weighing
procedures at border crossings by accepting andiatyitrecognizing the International Vehicle
Weight Certificate as contained in_Appendixt@ this Annex. In case the Contracting Parties
accept such certificates, no further weight measargs shall be carried out apart from random
checks and controls in the case of supposed iadtak. Vehicle weight measurements recorded in
such certificates shall take place only in the ¢guaf origin of international transport operations
The results of such measurements shall be dulgatefl and certified in such certificates.

2. Each Contracting Party, accepting the Internali&ehicle Weight Certificate, shall publish
a list of all weighing stations in their countrythorized in accordance with international princple
as well as any modification thereto. This list well as any modification thereto shall be
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transmitted to the Executive Secretary of the EognoCommission for Europef the United
Nations (UNECE) for distribution to each ContragtiRarty and to the international organizations
referred to in Annex 7, Article 2 to this Convemtio

3. The minimum requirements for authorized weigtstagions, the principles of authorization
and the basic features of weighing procedures tafdptied are contained in Appendixt@ this
Annex.

Article 6 - Border crossing points

In order to ensure that the required formalitieb@der crossing points are streamlined and
accelerated, the Contracting Parties shall meetfaasas possible, the following minimum
requirements for border crossing points open ftarirational goods traffic:

0] facilities enabling joint controls between neigpuring States (one-stop technology),
24 hours a day, whenever justified by trade neadsraline with road traffic regulations;

(i)  separation of traffic for different types afffic on both sides of the border allowing to give
preference to vehicles under the cover of valiérimational Customs transit documents or
carrying live animals or perishable foodstuffs;

(i)  off-lane control areas for random cargo arahicle checks;

(iv) appropriate parking and terminal facilities;

(v)  proper hygiene, social and telecommunicati@udifies for drivers;

(vi) encourage forwarding agents to establish adegtacilities at border crossings with the
intention that they can offer services to transpperators on a competitive basis.

Article 7 - Reporting mechanism

With regard to Articles 1 to 6 of this Annex, tl&ecutive Secretary of the Economic
Commission for Europe of the United Nations (UNEGERII carry out, every second year, a survey
among Contracting Parties on progress made to vedsorder crossing procedures in their countries.

* * *
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Appendix 1 to Annex 8 to the Convention

INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL INSPECTION CERTIFICATE 1

In accordance with the Agreement Concerning theptida of Uniform Conditions for
Periodical Technical Inspections of Wheeled Velsi@ad the Reciprocal Recognition of such
Inspections (1997), entered into force on 27 Jan2@d1.

1. Accredited Technical Inspection Centres areaesible for conducting the inspection tests,
granting the approval of compliance with the indjec requirements of the relevant Rule(s)
annexed to the 1997 Vienna Agreement, and spegififie latest date of next inspection to be
indicated in line No. 12.5 of the International fieical Inspection Certificate, the model of which
is reproduced hereatfter.

2. The International Technical Inspection Certificghall contain the information indicated
hereafter. It may be a booklet in format A6 (148xX@im), with a green cover and white inside
pages, or a sheet of green or white paper of foAdg®10x197) folded to format A6 in such a way
that the section containing the distinguishing sagthe State or of the United Nations forms the to
of the folded Certificate.

3. ltems of the certificate and their content sloal printed in the national language of the
issuing Contracting Party by maintaining the nurimzer

4. The periodical inspection reports which are se un the Contracting Parties to the
Agreement may be used as an alternative. A sampl¢hem shall be transmitted to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations for infaiiorato the Contracting Parties.

5. Handwritten, typed or computer generated entiieshe International Technical Inspection
Certificate to be made exclusively by the compegerhorities, shall be in Latin characters.

1 As of 1 January 2004.
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CONTENT OF THE
INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL INSPECTION CERTIFICATE

Space for the
distinguishing
sign of the State
or of the UN

CERTIFICAT INTERNATIONAL DE CONTROLE TECHNIQUE?

Title " INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL INSPECTION CERTIFCATE" in national language.

2 Title in French.
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INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL INSPECTION CERTIFICATE

1. Licence plate (Registration) NO  .......cooiiiiii e e e e
2. Vehicle identification No

3. First registration after the manufacture (Statghority)® ............cccovveveuvvunn...
4, Date of first registration after the manufacture......................ccooei .
5. Date of the technical INSPECtion ...,

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE

6. This certificate is issued for the velei identified under Nos. 1 and 2 which compl
at the date under No 5 with the Rule(s) annexethéo1997 Agreement on th
Adoption of Uniform Conditions for Periodical Tedbal Inspections of Wheelg
Vehicles and the Reciprocal Recognition of sudpéttions.

7. The vehicle has to undergo its next technical iospe according to the Rule(y
under No 6 not later than:

Date: (MONTN/YEAI) . ...e it e e e e e e e e e e
8. ISSUBA DY ot e e
9. N A (= o

10. Date

11, SIGNAIUIE ..o e e e

! If available, authority and state where the viehizas registered for the first time after its miacture.

2 Seal or stamp of the authority issuing the cexif
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12. Subsequent periodical technical inspection(s)

12.1. Done by (Technical inSpection CEMIe)...............uvuuvereivieieeeeeeeeaaenaneenn,
12.2. (stamp)

I R B - | (= PP
12,4, SIGNATUIE ... .ttt et e et e e et e e e ettt e et e e e e

12.5. Next inspection due not later then: (mon@wye..................cccoveviiiiiinnn....

! Items 12.1 to 12.5 to be repeated if the Certifiéa to be used for subsequent annual periodical

technical inspections.
Name, Address, State of the Technical Insped@ientre accredited by the competent Authority.
32
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Appendix 2 to Annex 8 to the Convention

INTERNATIONAL VEHICLE WEIGHT CERTIFICATE

1. The objective of the International Vehicle Weigtertificate (IVWC) is to facilitate border
crossing procedures and, in particular, to avojketiive weight measurements of goods road
vehicles_en routén the Contracting PartieBuly filled-in certificates accepted by the Contracting
Parties shall be accepted as bearing valid weight measuresni®y the competent authorities of
Contracting Parties. Competent authorities shafraie from requiring additional weight
measurementpart from random checks and controls in the casapposed irregularities.

2. The International Vehicle Weight Certificate, iafh shall conform to the model reproduced
below in this Appendix, shall be issued and usedleunthe supervision of a designated
Governmental authority in each Contracting Partgepting such certificates in line with the
procedure described in the annexed certificate.

3. The use of the certificate by transport opegi®optional.

4. The Contracting Parties, accepting such ceatifis, shall approve authorized weighing
stations to fill-in, together with the operatoridn of the goods road vehicle, the International
Vehicle Weight Certificate in accordance with tb#dwing minimum requirements:

(@)  Weighing stations shall be equipped with certifieglghing instruments. For performing the
weight measurements, the Contracting Parties aogeguich certificates may select the
method and instruments they consider appropridte. Contracting Party accepting such
certificates shall ensure the competence of theghiueg stations by, for example, an
accreditation or assessment process and shallestiseruse of the appropriate weighing
instruments, the deployment of qualified personrehd the existence of properly
documented quality control systems and testingquores.

(b)  The weighing stations and their instrumesitall be well maintained. The instruments shall
be regularly verified and sealed by the relevarthauties responsible for weights and
measures. The weighing instruments, their maxim@mmssible errors and usage shall

comply with the Recommendations established bylnternational Organization of Legal
Metrology (OIML).
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(c) Weighing stations shall be equipped with weighimgfiuments corresponding to either:
- OIML Recommendation R 76 “Non-automatic weighingtruments” accuracy class
[l or better;
- OIML Recommendation R 134 “Automatic instrumefuds weighing road vehicles
in motion”, accuracy class 2 or better, higher ewalues may apply in case of
individual axle weight measurements.

5. In exceptional cases and, particularly whergintarities are suspected, or at the demand of
the transport operator/driver of the respectivel reghicle, the competent authorities may re-weigh

the vehicle. In case a weighing station produes®erml mistaken measurements, observed by the
control authorities in a Contracting Party accaptauch certificates, the competent authorities of

the country of the weighing station shall take appiate measures in order to ensure that such
events will not occur again.

6. The model of the certificate may be reproducedriy of the languages of the Contracting
Parties accepting such certificaf@®vided that the layout of the certificate and fik@cing of the
items therein are not modified.

7. Each Contracting Party accepting such certificagtmll publish a list of all weighing
stations in their countries authorized in accorédamdth international principles as well as any
modifications thereto. This list as well as anydifioation thereto shall be transmitted to the
Executive Secretary of the Economic CommissionHorope of the United Nations (UNECE) for
distribution to each Contracting Party and to titerinational organizations referred to in Annex 7,
Article 2 to this Convention.

8. (Transitional provision) Since only very few gling stations are equipped at present with
weighing instruments able to provide individual eaxkeight or axle group measurements, the
Contracting Parties, accepting such certificateeeghat, during a transitional period expiring 12
months following the entry into force of this Annexoss vehicle weight measurements as provided
for under item 7.3 in the International Vehicle i Certificate shall be sufficient and shall be
accepted by the competent national authorities.

34



Page 1 of3
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UNITED NATIONS

INTERNATIONAL VEHICLE WEIGHT CERTIFICATE (IVWC)

In accordance with the provisions of Annex 8 — Ration of Border Crossing Procedures fof
International Road Transport — to the Internatid®ahvention on the Harmonization of Frontie
Controls of Goods, 1982

ECONOMIC COMMISSION
FOR EUROPE
UNECE

Valid for international road transport of goods

To befilled-in by the transport operator (s)/driver (s) of the goods road vehicle BEFORE weighing the vehicle

1. Transport operator/company (name and address; incl. country)

Tel. No.

Fax. No.

E-mail

2. Transport contract No.V

TIR Carnet No. (if applicable)®

3. Details of goodsroad vehicle

3.1. Registration number of Road tractor/lorry

Semi-trailer/trailer

3.2. Suspension system of Road tractor/lorry

[JAir [JMechanical

[1Other [JAir

Semi-trailer/trailer

[JMechanical [1Other

To befilled-in by the operator of the authorized weighing station

4. Authorized weighing station (name and address; incl. country)

4.1. Accuracy class of the weighing instrumf&ht

5. Vehicle weight
measur ement No.®

[J Class Il
1< 0.5

. Class lll
and/or 2

4.2. Date of last calibration

o1

6. Date of issue
(day, month, year)

certificate)
7.1. Type of goods road vehidte

7. Weight measur ements of goodsroad vehicles(original and official record of the weighing station shall be affixed to this

7.2. Axle weight measurements, in kg

Driven Non-driven Sngle

Tandem Triple

First axle

Second axle

Third axle

Fourth axle

Fifth axle

Sixth axI&®

Semi-
trailer/trailer

7.3.Grossvehicleweightmeasurements, in kg| Road tractor/lorry

Total gross vehicle weight

8. Special weight characteristics

8.1. Tank(s) connected to the engine

8.3. No. of spare tyres

8.4. No. of person(s) on board

performed by the undersigned at an authorized weighing station

Capacity filled to 0 Ya 0% 0 % 011 while weighing
8.2. Additional tank(s) (for cooling devices, etc.) 8.5. Liftable axle

Capacity filled to OYs 0% 0% oan 1Yes [INo
| declare that the above weight measur ements taken have been duly | Stamp

Name of operator of weighing station Signature

(1)
@
3
4
®)
)

For instance: CMR Consignment Note Number.

In accordance with the TIR Convention, 1975.

See Notes on page 2.

In accordance with OIML Recommendation R 76 anBecommendation R 134.
Vehicle type code as contained in the attacheatskst for example: Lor A;S,.

If more than six axles, indicate in box “Remarks, page 2.
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To befilled-in by the transport operator (s)/driver (s) of the goodsroad vehicle AFTER weighing the vehicle

| declarethat:

(8 theweight measurements stated overleaf have been performed by the above-
mentioned weighing station,

(b) theinformation (1) to (8) has been duly filled-in and

(¢) noload hasbeen added to the goods road vehicle following itsweighing at the
above-mentioned weighing station.

Date Name of transport operator(s)/driver(s) of goods | Signature(s)
road vehicle

Remarks (if any)

Notes

The vehicle weight measurement number shall consist of three data elementslinked by hyphens:

(1) Country code (in accordance with the UN Convention on Road Traffic, 1968).

(2) Two-digit code allowing identification of national weighing station.

(3) Five-digit code (at least) allowing identification of individual weight measurement taken.
Examples: GR-01-23456 or RO-14-000510.

Thisserial number shall correspond to that applied in the books of the weighing station.
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INTERNATIONAL VEHICLEWEIGHT CERTIFICATE (IVWC)

LEGAL BASIS

The International Vehicle Weight Certificate hagba&rawn up in accordance with the provisions ofién8
— Facilitation of Border Crossing Procedures fotetnational Road Transport — to the Internation
Convention on the Harmonization of Frontier Corgrof Goods, 1982.

OBJECTIVE
The International Vehicle Weight Certificate is igg®&d to avoid repetitive weight measurements ajdgo

road vehicles en route international transport, particularly at boraeossings. The use of this certificate b
transport operators is optional.

PROCEDURE

If Contracting Parties accept the International iglehWeight Certificate duly filled-in by (a) theperator of
an approved weighing station and (b) the transpoetator(s)/goods road vehicle driver(s), it shallaccepted
and recognized as bearing valid weight measurenigntise competent authorities of the Contractingi®a

As a general rule, competent authorities shall gicttee information contained in this Certificatevadid and

shall refrain from requiring additional weight maemments. To prevent abuse, the competent autsritay
however, in exceptional cases, and particularlymineegularities are suspected, carry out an exatain of

the vehicle weight in accordance with national tatjons.

Weight measurements in order to establish thisficate shall be made, upon the request of thespart
operator(s)/goods road vehicle driver(s) whoseatehs registered in one of the Contracting Pawdiesepting
such certificates, by approved weighing statiorsoats which shall be limited to the services reede

For the purposes of this certificate, approved hieig stations shall be equipped with weighing instents
corresponding to either:

= OIML Recommendation R 76 “Non-automatic weighingtinments” accuracy class Il or better}

or

= OIML Recommendation R 134 “Automatic instruments feeighing road vehicles in motion”,
accuracy classes 2 or better, higher error valuag apply in case of individual axle weight
measurements.

SANCTIONS

Transport operator(s)/goods road vehicles drivegi® subject to the national legislation for anjsda
declaration made in the International Vehicle Weigartificate.

In determining the legal value of the weight meament(s), an estimation of the possible weighimgrenust
be made for each weighing system. This error valaesisting of the intrinsic error of the weighieguipment
and the error due to external factors, must be etedufrom the measured weight in order to ensua¢ &h
possible overweight measurement is not caused éyinthccuracy of the weighing equipment and/or th
weighing procedure used.

As a consequence, fines shall not be imposed ospoat operators utilizing this certificate unléiss weight
measurement(s) inscribed in this certificate mithis maximum possible weighing error (i.e. 2 pertce
maximum or 800 kg in case of a 40 tonne vehicleper(s) the maximum permissible weight(s) as piteesdr

Al

by the national legislation.
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ATTACHMENT

tothe INTERNATIONAL VEHICLE WEIGHT CERTIFICATE (IVWC)
Sketches of types of goodsroad vehiclesasrequired under item 7.1 of the [VWC

, Distance
Vehlc'IeType' between
No. Goods road vehicles e configuraton | axles(m):
** means second
alternative INo specification is
axle configuration given if not relevant
RIGID VEHICLES
D
- Al %
4 M A4
5 Q_ At
6 M A4*
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Vehicle Distance
Type between
No. Goodsroad vehicles * means first alternative axles (m)l
axle configuration
** means second 1 No specification is given
alterna-tive axle if not relevant
configuration
. COMBINATION OF VEHICLES (coupled vehicles according to the Convention on
Road Traffic (1968), Chapter I, Article 1 (t))
| JEE. |
4 Q“ H A T,
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Distance

Vehicle
Type between
No. Goodsroad vehicles . : . axles (m)?
means first alternative
axle configuration 1 .
* means second alterna- | — No specification is
tive axle configuration given if not relevant
9 m* A G
o G A G
I11. ARTICULATED VEHICLES
with 3
1 axles A Sy
A, S, D<20
with 4
axles
or —
tandem) 0.0
A,S,
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Vehicle

Distance
Type
P between
- *  means first axles (m)t
e Goodsroad vehicles alternative axle o
configuration * No specmcauon is|
** means second given if not
alterna-tive axle relevant
configuration
A, S
000
*
A, S
A2 S * *
3
A S, D< 2.0
with 5 or
3 6 axles
(single, A S* 5520
tandem, >
triple)

Ay S

o0 O

Without sketch
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