Press Release





UN/EDIFACT meets the Electronic Commerce challenge





New structure put in place for group developing essential Electronic Commerce tools  





	From 25 April to 1 May 1998 in Miami, USA, around 250 Electronic Commerce experts met to hold a biennial global co-ordination conference and to set up a new structure for their work .   This new structure is the UN/EDIFACT Working Group (EWG).





	UN/EDIFACT is United Nations Electronic Data Interchange for Administration, Commerce and Transport. The EWG is a group of experts in Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) and business processes from national, regional or international organizations and private companies. To serve  Electronic Commerce users, EWG is the place where the essential tools for automated electronic commerce are being developed (data dictionaries, messages, security norms and guidelines, EDI associated objects, interactive EDI, EDI over Internet, Simple EDI and Forms EDI). These tools form the foundation of business to business electronic commerce, are used a wide range of industries from automotive to retail, and have been implemented by hundreds of thousands of companies worldwide.





	The EWG  has as its principal objective to facilitate and simplify electronic commerce by providing bridges between existing and future users, existing and future applications, actual and best business practices, as well as between existing and new technologies.





MAJOR EVENTS





	New Structure:  The EWG has been give greater autonomy and decision-making powers than its predecessor. Its establishment was approved in September 1997 by the UN’s centre for excellence for UN/EDIFACT development: CEFACT (the Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and Practices in Administration, Commerce and Transport) located in the UN Economic Commission for Europe. 





	The greater power given to the EWG by its parent organization will allow it to work more quickly. The UN/EDIFACT system is already one of the fastest global standards development organizations, publishing updates to its standard every 6 months. Nonetheless, individual changes take from 8 to 12 months to be incorporated, but plans exist to reduce that time to between 4 to 6 months.	





	Election:  As one of its new powers, the EWG experts elected their own leadership. The EWG management team includes 3 representatives from the Asia-Pacific region,  3 from North America and 4 from Europe. Australian Barry Keogh is Chair and Pierre Georget from France is the Vice Chair.





	Mr. Keogh, Electronic Commerce Business Adviser to Tradegate ECA  -  Australia’s  national electronic commerce organization  -  has managed Tradegate ECA’s Melbourne office since 1989. Prior to that  he was Manager of Information Systems at the Port of Melbourne Authority. He remains a member of the Port of Melbourne Cargo Facilitation Committee and is also a member of the Tradegate Logistics Management Working Group,  which develops strategies for the use of electronic commerce in Australian domestic and international trade. On behalf of Tradegate ECA , he manages the APEC EDI Commercial Messages Project which is aimed at increasing efficiency in APEC regional trade by introducing electronic commerce. (APEC is the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation organization.)





�
	Vice Chair, Pierre Georget,  has been working since 1986 with Gencod - EAN France,  a member of the International Article Numbering Association , where he is responsible for EDI and Project Development. He was previously manager of information technology for a French retailer. At Gencod - EAN,  he manages the Allegro value added network (VAN) and is also responsible for promoting UN/EDIFACT and the EANCOM guidelines for UN/EDIFACT use, to France’s  EAN community. This community consists of 22,000 companies, 75% of  which are small- and medium-sized enterprises. Mr. Georget is a member of the Board, Chair of the Intersectorial Committee, and Chair of the Telecommunications for EDI work group for the national EDI organization, EDIFRANCE.  Within EAN International he is a member of the Communication  Systems Committee (CSC) and of the APP-COR (business modelling project team), as well as convenor of the Efficient Consumer Response (ECR) project team.





Year 2000 Solution and New Messages:  A solution to the year 2000 problem within the UN/EDIFACT syntax was approved, as well as nine new standard messages in areas as diverse as project planning, health care and travel and tourism.





Building Partnerships with industry and other standards organizations: A joint working group with STEP (the ISO industrial standard for exchanging product information) developed an initial work programme for using STEP in conjunction with UN/EDIFACT. In a parallel meeting, the text for a revised Memorandum of Understanding between the UN Economic Commission for Europe (where EWG’s parent organization is located) , the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) and the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) was agreed upon. This revised text expands the scope of the current  MoU to cover the coordination of all electronic business standards work in addition to that related to EDI. It also provides a mechanism for international private sector groups to provide input on their standards requirements. 





Modelling: EWG agreed that modelling, already used by some development groups, will become a requirement in the develop
