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REPORT OF THE THI RD SESSI ON

1. The Centre for the Facilitation of Procedures and Practices in Administration,
Commer ce and Transpor t (CEFACT) held its third session in Geneva from 16 to 20 March
1998, under the chairmanship of M. Henri Martre (France).

2. Participants in the neeting included representatives from the followin g
countries:

Australia, Austria, Belgium Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Czech Republic, Dennmark
Fi nl and, France, Germany, Hungary, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Ireland, Israel

Italy, Japan, Luxenbourg, the Netherlands, N geria, Norway, Poland, Republic o f
Korea, Rormani a, Russian Federation, Senegal, Sl ovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, The
former Yugoslav Republic of Mcedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, United Kingdom of Gea t
Britain and Northern Ireland and United States of Anerica. The European Uni on (EU)was
al so represent ed.

The followi ng United Nations bodi es were al so represent ed:
The United Nations Conference on Trade and Devel opnment (UNCTAD), the United

Nat i ons Economi ¢ and Soci al Commi ssion for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and the
Uni ted Nations Economic and Social Conmm ssion for Wstern Asia (ESCWMW).
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The foll owi ng non-governmental organi zations partici pat ed:

International Article Numbering Association (EAN), European El ectronic Messagi ng
Associ ation (EEMA), International Association of Ports and Harbours (I APH),
International Air Transport Association (IATA), International Chanber of Shipping
(1CS), International O ganization for Standardization (1SO, Society for Wrl dw de
I nt erbank Fi nancial Tel ecomuni cations (S.WI.F.T.) and the United Towns Agency
for North-South Cooperation.

3. Gbservers present at the invitation of the secretariat included
representatives fromthe European Board for EDI/EC Standardi zati on (EBES), the
Associ ation of Committees on Sinplified Procedures for International Trade within
t he European Comunity and the European Free Trade Associati on (EURCPRO, the
International Federation of Inspection Agencies (IFIA), CALS International, and

t he Yugosl av Association for Electronic Data |nterchange (YUED ).

Iltem1 - Adoption of the agenda

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ 12 Report of the second CEFACT session
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ Rev. 1/ Corr. 1 Provi si onal agenda for the third CEFACT
sessi on
4, The provisional agenda ( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 1/ Rev. 1/ Corr. 1) was adopted. The

Chair then announced that Ms. Bernadette Curry (United States) had tendered her
resignation as Vice Chair due to work conmitnents and that, in view of the short
notice, elections for this post would take place during the Septenber 1998

sessi on.

5. The neeting then honoured, by one mnute of silence, the recent death of M.
Bernard Wieble, a trade facilitation pioneer and former WP.4 | egal rapporteur.

I[tem2 - CEFACT Steering Goup (CSGreports

Docunent s:

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 3 Report fromthe CSG 18-21 August 1997
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 8 Report fromthe CSG Decenber 1997

- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 10 Report of the CSG Chair to the Plenary

6. The Chair of the CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG, M. R Wil ker (United Kingdom
i ntroduced docunment TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1997/ 10, Report of the CEFACT Steering G oup
Chair to the CEFACT Plenary.
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7. CEFACT noted the report (TRADE CEFACT/ 1997/10) and the follow ng specific
items fromw thin that report:

t he appointment of M. K Naujok as Standards Liaison Coordinator for
the CSG and t he ongoing work on the MoU with 1SO, | EC and UN ECE;

the CSG s authorization to the SO central secretariat to include, as
part of the current fast-track procedure, two unani nous
recommendations fromthe joint UN ECE-ISO EDI FACT syntax devel opnent
group regardi ng year 2000 conpliance and segnment collision in version
4 of the |SO 9735 Synt ax;

that one of the consequences of the enpowernent of the work on

UN EDI FACT, and replacenent of the UN EDI FACT Rapporteurs' structure,
was the possibility for single countries or international

organi zations to submit Data Mi ntenance Requests (DVMRs) into the

UN EDI FACT system However, before this could be inplenmented, changes
woul d be required to the present DVR system including the autonation
of DMR subni ssions.

8. The two CSG resol utions, one on the Use of Business and | nfornation

Model | i ng and the other on El ectronic Participation in Wrking Goups, as

contai ned in annex C of TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 10, Report of the CEFACT Steering G oup
(CS@ Chair to the CEFACT Plenary, are contained in the annex to this report.

9. The del egation of the United Ki ngdom suggested that annex B of the report,

“Qui dance on sone of the options open to CEFACT Head of del egati ons in designating
experts to enpowered groups,” should be made a pernmanent docunent in its own

right. The Chair then recommended that a CEFACT “gui de/brochure” incorporating all
rel evant gui dance on operating issues, including the aforenentioned annex B, be
created. The Plenary approved this recomendation

Iltem3 - Mgration to CEFACT structures

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 2 Per manent wor ki ng group nandates for
approval : UN EDI FACT Wrki ng Group nandat e
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 11 Report fromthe Septenber 1997 GE 1 session
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ CGE. 2/ 1997/ 9 Report fromthe Septenber 1997 CE 2 session
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 17 EDI FACT Working G oup (EWS managenent
consi derati ons
10. In introducing the mandate for the UN ED FACT Wrking Goup (EW5, the

Chai rman of the Steering Goup (CSG reported that the nandate had al ready

recei ved prelimnary approval by the CSG He neverthel ess pointed out that the
followi ng sentence, present in other nandates, was |acking in the EW5s mandate
under del egated responsibilities: "co-operate and establish |liaisons with other
groups and organi zations as required'. He further acknow edged the inportance of
coordi nation between the CEFACT wor ki ng groups whil e enphasi zing that the G oup
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needed to be established and operational before the ongoing requirenents of
coordi nation could be finalized.

The Pl enary then approved the EWG mandate, with the incorporation of the afore
nmentioned sentence on cooperation.

11. The del egation of Australia introduced TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 17, EDI FACT
Wirking Group (EW5 Managenent Consi derations and enphasi zed the need for gl obal
participation in EWs activities and, in particular, the incorporation of the

principl es of inclusiveness, transparency and bal ance in the practices and

procedures of the EWa The del egations of Ireland and Sweden expressed their

support for some formof regional participation in the EWs nanagenent structure.

The Chair pointed out that the questions of coordination and regional
participation should be taken into account in establishing the EWG and the Pl enary
noted this docunent.

12. The Chairnman of the Meeting of Experts on Data El ements and Autonatic Data
Interchange (CGE. 1), M. Bates (Australia), presented the report of its fifty-sixth
sessi on ( TRADE CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 11), and pointed out that it did not contain any
out standi ng issues. He further notified the meeting that the final session of CGE 1
was schedul ed for 18 March 1998 given that all of its work itens woul d have been
transferred to enpowered CEFACT working groups following the April 1998 Joint
Rapporteurs Team Meeti ng.

13. In the absence of the Chair, the Vice-Chair of the Meeting of Experts on
Procedures and Docunentation (CGE 2), M. WIf (CGermany), presented the report of
its fifty-sixth session (TRADE CEFACT/ GE. 2/1997/9), explaining that it was the
report fromthe last GE 2 neeting, given that the mgration to the new CEFACT
structure had been conpl et ed.

14. Following a question on past GE.2 work items fromthe del egation of the

Uni ted Kingdom the secretariat suggested that outstanding issues on docunent
names and functions shoul d be covered under di scussions on the work progranmme and
noted that naintenance of the UN Trade Data El enents Directory (UNTDED) woul d be
part of the discussions relating to the Menorandum of Understandi ng (MU) between
the Internati onal O ganization for Standardization (1SO, the International

El ectrot echni cal Commi ssion (1 EC) and UN ECE.

15. In response to a question fromICS on another GE. 2 work item a menber of the
secretariat explained that, following the ICS initiative to harnonize dangerous
goods forns, contacts had been established with the International Mritime

Organi zation (IMJ) and the UV ECE Transport Division and the issue had been
referred to the CEFACT International Procedures Wrking Goup (I TPWY for further
di scussi on.

16. A CSG nenber and a nenber of the Legal Rapporteurs Team M. Marsh, presented
the report of the fifty-sixth Joint GE.1 and GE 2 Session on Legal and Commerci al

Aspects of Trade Facilitation (as found in the annex to TRADE CEFACT/ GE. 1/ 1997/ 11
and TRADE/ CEFACT/ CE. 2/ 1997/ 9) and explained that its activities had now been taken
over by the CEFACT Legal Working G oup. The Plenary noted this report.
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17. The Plenary took note of the reports fromGE 1, CGE.2 and the Joint GE. 1 and
CGE. 2 Legal Sessions.

Item4 - Reports from mandat ed groups

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 5 Report fromthe International Trade
Procedures Wrking Goup (I TPWG
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 6 Chairman’s report, Techni ques and
Met hodol ogi es Worki ng Goup (TMAD
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 7 CEFACT Ad Hoc Wrking Goup, final report
to CEFACT
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 10 Report fromthe Legal Wrking Goup (LWH
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 11 Report fromthe El ectronic Conmerce Ad
hoc Worki ng G oup ( ECAWG)
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 14 UN EDI FACT : a national inplenmentation
pl an
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 16 Speci fications for a harnoni zed
el ectronic form
18. The Chairnman of the International Procedures Wrking Goup (I TPWG,

M. Battersby, introduced the report of the Group’s first session, docunent
TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 5 and expl ai ned that the Goup’s terns of reference had been
agreed upon. He then called attention to the follow ng highlights fromhis report:

- completion of a first set of guidelines for creating a framework
for the International Trade Transacti on;

- the ongoing work on revision of Recomrendation 4 was under way.
The group had received a nunber of contributions, including a
proposal from UNCTAD to include transport issues.

- the beginning of work on revision of Recommendati on No. 18
(Facilitation Measures to International Trade Procedures) and the
G oup’s consideration of replacing the text on pre-shipnent

i nspection in this recommendati on with a new recommendati on;

- the decision of the Goup to devel op a new reconmmendation on the
application of systens audit based control;

- work continuing on the creation of new aligned docunents based on
the UN Layout Key.

CEFACT noted this report.

19. The Techni ques and Met hodol ogies Goup (TMAG) Chair presented his Goup’s
report in TRADE CEFACT/ 1998/ 6. He reported that M. K-D Naujok (Canada) and M.
Peter Wl son (United Kingdon) had been elected as Chair and Vice Chair
respectively and M. Thienot (France) was responsible for their “electronic
secretariat”. The G oup had conpleted its Terns of Reference and Procedures. It
had al so devel oped a statenment to the CSG on the absol ute inportance of nodelling
to progress in the standards devel opment process. One priority itemof the work
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pl an was to determ ne which nodel ling techni que was best suited for business and
information nodels as well as for current and future EDI. Three net hods had been
identified for review |DEF, UM and EXPRESS G

20. He further reported on a joint business nodelling activity that had taken
pl ace under the auspices of the NWF (Network Management Forun), Boul der (United
States), 8-12 Decenber 1998 and UN CEFACT/ TMAG. One of the goals of the joint
CEFACT- NMF project was to "determine if the use of Business Mdels using Comron
Busi ness (bjects (CBO will allow the mappi ng between the different data exchange
net hods”. CEFACT noted this report.

21. A nenber of the Legal Rapporteurs Team M. Marsh, presented the report of
the Legal Working G oup, TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 10, pointing out that a draft
programre of work and terns of reference had been submtted to the CSG for
comrents. CEFACT noted this report.

22. The Chairman of the Code Wrking Goup (CDW5, M. Dobbing, inforned the
neeting that the first session of the G oup was to be held on 19-20 March in
CGeneva. In turn, the Chairperson of the Business Anal ysis Wrking Goup (BAWY, M
Navarro, notified the neeting that the first session of the BAWs woul d be held in
Mam, 27-30 April 1998. CEFACT noted this report.

23. A menber of the secretariat introduced TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 14, UN EDI FACT

- A national inplenentation plan, explaining that the document outlined a possible
future recomrendation on devel opi ng an ED | npl ementation Pl an. CEFACT noted this
docunent and del egati ons were requested to submt comrents to the secretariat so
that this proposal could be taken into consideration in future discussions on the
wor k programe.

24, The Convenor of the Ad hoc Working Group on UN LOCCODE introduced a revised
UN LOCODE Reconmendation 16 as contained in the Goup’s report

( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 7), noting that paragraph 2 of the report outlined the

obj ectives that the revision sought to acconpli sh.

25. The Convenor then summarized the Ad hoc Group’ s thoughts on mai nt enance.
The Group had identified the need for two distinct naintenance functions: one
related to the long-termstrategi c nanagenent of UN LOCCDE; the other was for
ongoi ng updating of the code list. For the first purpose, it had proposed the
creation of a working group; for the second a mai nt enance agency was envi saged,
largely nodelled on similar functions in the 1SO environment. He expected that
the G oup woul d be able to subnmit proposals covering these functions to the June
1998 CSG neet i ng.

26. One del egation requested clarification of the terms “place of receipt” and
“place of delivery”, which had been enbedded in the new text. The Plenary agreed
that these terns needed further clarification. The Chairman of the CSG al so
suggested that, rather than a separate working group for the UN LOCODE, a sub-
group under the new Codes W rking G oup mght be appropriate.

27. The UN LOCODE Consultant drew attention to the fact that Recommendation 16
woul d al so need further nodifications based upon the decision taken with regard to
nmai nt enance. He then reported that the 1998 UN LOCODE had been i ssued and was now
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avail abl e on diskette as well as on the UN ECE |Internet WWWV
site(http://ww. unece. org/trade/l code/l ocodes. htn). He noted that the latter was a
prelimnary WWVversion and was subject to further inprovenents.

28. CEFACT then approved the revi sed UN LOCODE Reconmendati on 16 as contai ned
i n TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 7 whil e requesting that the Ad hoc UN/ LOCODE Group consult
with the del egate fromthe EAN and the UN/ LOCODE consultant in order to subnit
appropriate additional revisions to Reconmendation 16 for approval at the

Sept enber 1998 sessi on.

Item5 - CEFACT rapporteurs

Docunent :
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 9 CEFACT Rapporteurs

29. The Chairman of the Steering Goup introduced docunent TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 9
(CEFACT Rapporteurs) and expl ained that drawing on the very positive experience of
UN EDI FACT and ot her rapporteurs, the appointnent of a CEFACT rapporteur would be
advant ageous in pronoting and inplenenti ng CEFACT recomendations. As a first step
the CSG reconmended the appoi ntnent of a CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia with a
mandate to pronote and represent CEFACT, encourage the participation of experts in
CEFACT work and coordinate CEFACT activities in the area.

30. The neeting approved the mandate for a CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia as
contai ned in document TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 9 and appoi nted M. Itoh, of Japan, as the
CEFACT Rapporteur for Asia

31. The ESCWA del egation proposed that, in the future, the appointment of
CEFACT Rapporteur for Western Asia should al so be consi dered.

32. The ESCAP del egation proposed that the special representatives appointed by
the regional conmmissions should be permitted to attend the CSG neetings as
observers. The CSG Chair supported the proposal and suggested that CSG | ooked into
what changes to the procedure m ght be necessary to acconmopdate this request.

I[tem 6 - Programe of work

Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 3 Report fromthe CSG 18-21
August 1997
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 4 Report froma joint sem nar
with WIO on Trade Facilitation
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 16 Speci fications for a harnoni zed

electronic form

33. The del egation of the United Ki ngdom presented work being done to provide
nore sinplified and standardi zed el ectronic data interchange (SIMPL-EDI) directly
related to the principles and practices of value chai n managenent
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( TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ 4) . This approach is based on and consistent w th UN ED FACT
nmet hodol ogi es and nmessage pri ncipl es.

34. By sharing plans and performance data, by synchronizing trading data, and
by conmuni cating transactions in a sinple, standard and structured manner, better
results and service can be achieved at a lower total cost. Progressively, value
chai n processes and procedures, electronic comunications including ED, and

i nformati on technol ogy (1 T) applications can be devel oped to becone nmore nutual ly
consi stent, thereby achieving najor synergies. The stronger the relationship

bet ween processes, comuni cati ons standards and applications software, the greater
t he common benefits.

35. It was suggested that the SIMPL-EDI approach and nessages be incor porated
within the CEFACT work progranmme and tested in use nationally and internationally.
It was al so recommended that best business and adnministrative practice via val ue
chai n nanagenent be included in CEFACT guidelines for use, currently for EDI
nessages, and progressively for electronic commerce and for conputer applications.

36. A nunber of del egations expressed their interest in the SIMPL-ED and
supported the continued work in this area but also warned that it should not be in
contradiction with the UV EDI FACT standard nor |ead to the existence of two

st andar ds.

37. The ECAWG Chair presented TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 16 (Specifications for a
har noni zed el ectronic forn) and stressed that the Wb technology is a huge

accel erator of electronic commerce, with the potential, sinplifying and
facilitating the flow of information required for an effective interoperability of
di stributed systens.

38. CEFACT work aims at facilitating the information flow and restricting
information requirements to essential data. This is particularly inmportant for
SMEs to be able to connect to the cybertrade through EDI at |ow costs.

39. The document suggested that specifications should be identified which are
required for the adaptation of both the UN Layout Key for trade documents (UNLK)
and EDI FACT to the Wb net hodol ogi es. The objective was to fill the gap between
the various nethods of data exchange: "paper", "application to application" (ED)
and "human to application" (electronic forms) by proposing a unique "line" of
honogeneous specifications for an electronic formallowng SMES to connect to the
trade flow through ED .

40. The CSG Chair summari zed the two propositions that address process, best
practice coding and inplenentation. He also informed the meeting that work was
under way within both the EWs and the | TPWs in these areas. He recommended the
est abl i shnent of an ad hoc working group with a life span of no nore than 12
nont hs, whi ch shoul d nake proposals to CEFACT on how to make progress on these
i ssues. He advised close cooperation with the ED FACT Wrking G oup.

41. The CEFACT Chair requested that the Group should take into account any
proposal in order to answer effectively to narket requirenents. It was decided to
establish the ad hoc group and that the CSG would define its terms of reference.
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42. The CEFACT Work Progranme (Activity Planning Worksheets for Wrking G oup

Key Deliverabl es) TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 3 was reviewed by the nmeeting with the
under st andi ng that details fromgroups not yet established should be added at a

| ater stage. The del egations of Austria and ESCAP requested clarifications on how
to be involved in the work of different groups. It was agreed that electronic
neans of participation should be strongly encouraged and incorporated into each
wor ki ng group procedures, further, that del egations should subnit their comments
on the work programme so that the initial work could be finalized.

I[tem7 - Pronotion of CEFACT objectives

43. The Chair announced that followi ng the resignation of the Vice Chair
responsi ble for Pronmotion, he was nonminating the Vice Chair, M. Santiago Mla
(IAPH), to assune this responsibility. The Plenary confirnmed this nom nation.

44, The secretariat reported that two brochures had been printed since the |ast
session and were avail abl e, upon request, fromthe secretariat. The first was an
overvi ew of CEFACT and all its activities in a large, folder-style format with an

i nsi de pocket that allowed it to be tailored to specific audiences by the

i nclusion of additional naterial. The second brochure was in a snaller 3-fold

format and entirely devoted to infornati on on UN EDI FACT. The devel oprment and
printing of the UN EDI FACT brochure had been donated by FedEx. The secretariat was
requested to send an official letter of appreciation to FedEx on the part of the
Pl enary

45, The del egation of the United Ki ngdom suggested that, given the urgency and

i nportance of pronotion as a policy issue, an ad hoc group be established in order
to develop a strategic plan for pronotion. It was decided, at least for the
nonent, to | eave the establishnent of such a group to the discretion of the Vice-
Chair responsible for pronotion working with the CSG

46. The del egation of France undertook to have the text of the two brochures

translated into French to facilitate having French-|anguage versions nade
avai | abl e.

I[tem8 - Inplenmentation of CEFACT' s work

Docunent :
- TRADE/ CFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 5 Current inplenentation of CEFACT' s work
47. M. Itoh, Vice-chair of CEFACT, requested infornmation on the questionnaire

on inmplenentati on of CEFACT's work that had been under preparation. A nmenber of
the secretariat explained that, followi ng the |ast session, the secretariat had
recei ved comments on the draft version of the questionnaire and after

consultations, it had been distributed to heads of del egati ons. However, only a
few countries had so far replied. The del egati on of Bel gi um expl ai ned that they

were waiting for an el ectronic version of the docunment before submitting it. It
was agreed that an electronic version of the document would be distributed and the
Chai rman encouraged del egations to fill out and return the questionnaire as soon

as possi bl e.
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Iltem9 - Cooperation with other international organizations
Docunent s:
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 4 Report froma joint seminar with WO on
trade facilitation
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 13 CALS International position paper adopted
by the Board of Directors on 3/11/97
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 18 Trading into the 21st Century
- TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 19 CEFACT: an international private/public
sector partnership
48. The Chair referred to a recent Synposiumon trade facilitati on organi zed by

WO (presented as TRADE/ CEFACT/ 1998/ CRP. 4) and expl ai ned that it had gi ven CEFACT
much positive exposure. UN ECE had proposed three ways of cooperation with WO and
these proposals would be followed up in future deliberations with WIQ He al so
noted that WO may soon be di scussing El ectronic Comrerce since significant
reference had been made to it during the synmposium However, he was concerned
that, in any devel opment, there should be no discrinination between electronic
tradi ng and non-el ectronic trading.

49. The UNCTAD del egation added that they had al so nmade proposals for closer
cooperation; some WO del egati ons had been reluctant to pursue this discussion. He
al so noted that CEFACT had a good working relationship, not only with WO, but

al so with UNCTAD and WCO, regional conm ssions and other organi zations. In order
to nanifest this cooperation, he suggested that an additional |ink be established
bet ween t he CEFACT and UNCTAD s respective Wrld Wde Wb sites for the
reconmmendati ons i ssued by the two organi zati ons.

50. The Chair of the CSG enphasized the need for a nore cooperative and

coordi nated approach between the two organizations. He further stressed the need
to closely follow the devel opnents in order to incorporate the trade facilitation
reconmrendations in the WO | egal framework.

51. The UNCTAD del egation stressed the cl ose cooperati on between UNCTAD and
UN ECE and stated that recent discussions had shown that no duplication of efforts
exi st ed.

52. M. H Mason introduced the International CALS Congress (hereafter referred
to as ICC CALS) and explained howit related to the work of CEFACT on el ectronic
commerce. CALS stood for Conputer Acquisition Logistics Support; |CC CALS was a
gl obal organi zation with standards requirements and consisted of two parts: a
senior industrial council and a working group that shared i ssues and sol uti ons and
hel ped industries to adopt CALS recommendati ons.

53. The |1 GO CALS saw t he Menorandum of Under st andi ng (MoU) between | SO, | EC and
UN ECE as a unique single coordination body to achieve the standards- rel ated
aspects of their objectives. A proposed revision and extension of the MU had been
tabled to allow the participation of | CJ CALS. He enphasi zed that they were not a
st andards-setting body but an organi zati on with standards requirenents wishing to
make a contribution. |1CC CALS wel comed all the efforts of CEFACT and was | ooking
forward to participating actively in its work on business processes and el ectronic
COmTer ce.

54, Dr. Erhard Busek, forner Vice-Chancellor of Austria and Coordinator of the
Sout h- east European Cooperative Initiative (SECI), addressed CEFACT on the goals
of the Initiative and its project dealing with border-crossing facilitation anong
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the 11 participating countries in the Bal kan region. Several projects that the
SECI project group had proposed related to inplenmenting CEFACT trade facilitation
recommendations. These included the establishnent of national trade facilitation
or “PRO Committees (Reconmendation 4) and harnoni zing the use of a standardi zed
custons decl arati on based on the European Union's Single Adm nistrative Docunent,
which itself is based on the UN Layout Key (Recommendation 1). Dr. Busek
expressed his appreciation of the support provided by the UV ECE secretariat and
various CEFACT del egati ons, notably the European Comm ssion and EUROPRO and of
the successful results achieved to date. He invited other national PRO comittees
to provide infornation about their organizations and activities so that they could
be nmade available to the SECl countri es.

Item 10 - O her business

55. The Chairman of the Steering Goup noted that approving the report by
correspondence (e.g. electronically or by fax) would be nore efficient than
waiting for the report to be available in Geneva. He suggested that the CSG woul d
nake a proposal to this effect to the next neeting.

56. The secretariat then infornmed del egates of the following nmeeting dates and
deadl i nes for docunent subm ssion:

Deadl i nes
CEFACT neeting Transl ation | ssuance as an "R'  Reproduction
begi nni ng. Docunent as a CRP
Monday, 14 Sept. 1998 15 June 1998 13 July 1998 26 Aug. 1998
Monday, 15 March 1999 18 Dec. 1998 16 Jan. 1998 27 Feb. 1999

57. CEFACT noted the fol |l owing neeting dates:

CEFACT Steering Goup - 1998 June 15-18, Ceneva
- 1998 Cct. 26-29, Geneva
- 1999 Jan. 25-28, to be confirned
- 1999 June 21-25, to be confirned

Joi nt Rapporteurs Team (JRT)/ - 1998 April 27 - May 1, M am
UN EDI FACT Worki ng Goup (EWS - 1998 Septenber 7-11, Brussels
Busi ness Anal ysi s Worki ng G oup - 1998 April 27-30, Mam
(BAW

- 1998 May 1, M am
Codes Wirking Group (CDWG - 1998 Sept. 17-18, Ceneva
International Trade Procedures - 1998 July 1-3. Ceneva
Working Group (1 TPWY - 1998 Sept. 21-23, Ceneva
Legal Working Goup (LWH - 1998 June 18-19 Ceneva

- 1998 Sept. 7-11, Brussels
- 1998 Nov. 30-Dec. 4, to be

confirned
Techni ques and Met hodol ogi es - 1998 March 23-27, Washington D.C
Working Goup (TMAG - 1998 August 24-28, Brussels

- 1998 Novenber 30-Decenber 4, N ce
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58. Contact information for subm ssion of commrents, as requested in the above
m nutes, can be found below. In all cases, subnission of comments via e-nail is
preferred.

59. Comments for consideration by the CSG shoul d be sent to:

Ms. Virginia Cram Martos

Trade Facilitation Section

UN ECE Trade Division

Pal ais des Nations, Rm 450

CH 1211 Geneva 10

Swi tzerl and

Fax: +41 22 917 0037

Internet: virginia.crammartos@imnece.org

60. Contact information for comrents to be considered by the Plenary officers or
other natters related to CEFACT:

M. Hans A Hansell

Trade Facilitation Section
UN ECE Trade Divi sion

Pal ai s des Nati ons, Room 442
CH 1211 Geneva 10

Switzerl and
Fax: +41 22 917 0036
E- Mai | : hans. hansel | @inece. org

Ot her information

61. For constantly updated information on Trade Facilitati on and UN EDI FACT wor Kk,
as well as docunentation for the next neeting, delegates can refer to:

UN ECE Internet WWVTrade Facilitation Infornation Exchange (TRAFI X) ADDRESS:
http://www. unece. org/trafix

Item 11 - Adoption of the report

62. CEFACT adopted the report of its third session on the basis of a draft
prepared by the secretariat.
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Annex

CEFACT Steering G oup Resol utions

Resol uti on CSG 1997/ 1
RESOLUTI ON ON THE USE OF BUSI NESS AND | NFORMATI ON MODELLI NG

The UN CEFACT Steering Goup (CSG resolves that business and information

nodel ling is an essential requirenent to the future of UV ED FACT and that the

i npl emrent ation of business and information nodelling is a critical objective of
the CEFACT strategy and its attendant work programre. Accordingly, the CSG
further resolves that all new United Nations Standard Messages (UNSMs) subnitted
as a Message in Developnment (M D) shall utilise nmodelling as a condition of

subni ssi on and approval comencing at a date to be jointly agreed by the CSG and
t he UN EDI FACT Working Goup (BEWS).

In support of this resolution, the CSG requests that the EW5 after considering an
anal ysis and i npact study provided by the Techni ques & Met hodol ogi es Wirki ng G oup
(TMAG), submit their comments, and in consultation with TMAG a proposed target
commencenent date to the CSG not |ater than 1 June 1998.

Resol uti on CSH 1997/ 2
RESOLUTI ON ON ELECTRONI C PARTI Cl PATI ON I N WORKI NG GROUPS
The UN CEFACT Steering Group (CSG strongly encourages all working groups to

expand participation in their work programe through the use of el ectronic neans
to progress their work.




