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The estate
At the turn of the 20 century, forests covered less than 1% of Irelatatid area. Today,
forest cover is 10% and Ireland has a well develapendwood processing sector

In the past the Irish forest estate was mainlyestatned. However, the mid 1980s saw a
significant increase in private afforestation fellog the introduction of state and EU

funded grant and annual premium schemes designedcmurage private land owners,

mainly farmers, to become involved in forestry. &sesult, the national forest estate in
Ireland has increased to over 700,000 ha. Cbillte state forestry company owns 55%
of the forest area, with the balance in private esship. In 2006, 8,011 ha was afforested
by private growers

Harvest

In 2006, roundwood processed in the Republic date totalled 3.154 million cubic
metres (M). Eighty six percent was supplied by Coillte, witfe balance coming from
the private sector and from imports. Productiomfarivate forests is anticipated to grow
by over 1 million cubic metres between now and 20B@e Irish wood based panel
(WBP) sector utilises roundwood, chips and possaarer wood.

There is strong demand for wood fibre both fromttaeitional wood processing sector
and from the developing wood biomass sector. Thedwoiomass sector is actively
supported by governmeént

Information systems

The first National Forest Inventory (NElhas recently been completed by the Forest
Servic€. Its objective is to assess the current exteatesind composition of Ireland’s
forest resource.Field data collection commenced in December 2004 fnished in
November 2006. Data processing and analysis wasrtaken in 2007.

In 2007, COFORDBcompleted the EUROSTAT Joint Wood Energy Enquiityis details
the flow and use of wood fibre in the Irish woodiiass sector.

! http://mww.coford.ie/iopen24/pub/pub/woodflow.pdf

2 www.coillte.ie

3 http:/ivww.client.teagasc.ie/docs/training/fore#trghnical_info/stats/Annual%20Report%20Data%202086
4 This comprises a sawmilling and a wood based psewbr. There is no wood pulp produced in Ireland.

® http://www.woodenergy.ie/iopen24/pub/7_buckley.pdf

© http://www.agriculture.gov.iefindex.jsp ?file=foregpages/NF1L.xml

" www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?filéer estry/pagesiior est_ser vice.xml

8 NFI results can be found lattp://www.agriculture.gov.ie/index.jsp?file=foregNFI/NFI_results.xml

° www.coford.ie
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