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Summary
The Specialized Section agreed on the followingsiems:

Proposal for a new UNECE Standard for Edible Meat ©-products: Following detailed
discussions, the Specialized Section made some dimearis and finalized the text of t
Standard, which will be proposed to the WorkingtyPéor adoption.

Proposal for a new UNECE Standard for Duck Meat—Cacasses and PartsFollowing detailed
discussions, the Specialized Section made some dimmmnis. The delegation of Chi
(rapporteur) will prepare a consolidated text amsé with delegations to collect fin

comments. The text of the standard was finalizetwaitl be proposed to the Working Party for

adoption.

Review of the UNECE standards for eggs and egg pradts: Following detailed discussion
the Specialized Section made some amendments. Qwiadack of time the Section could 1
review the draft standard for egg products. To adeawvork on the revision of both standar
the delegation of Russia offered to host an intésnal seminar, provisionally in the middle
September 2008. The draft standards that will lepamed at the seminar will be approved at
meeting of the Section in April 2009.

Publications: The secretariat reported on the status of théiqautons of the standards publish
in 2007 and those planned for 2008. The publicatimm chicken and ovine were published
2007, while porcine, llama/alpaca and turkey maltoe printed in 2008.

na
al

S,
ot
ds,
of
the

ed
n

GE.08- (E)



ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/8
Page 2

l. INTRODUCTION

1. Mr. Hans Hansell, Chief of the Trade Policy &wlernmental Cooperation Section of
the UNECE Trade and Timber Division, opened thetmge

2. The meeting was chaired by Mr. lan King (Aus#al

I ATTENDANCE

3. Representatives of the following member statiended the meeting: Australia, China,
France, Poland, Russian Federation, Slovakia angd)Btates of America.

4. The European Commission also participated irséssion.

.  APOLOGIES
5. The representatives of Bolivia, Brazil, Italyddrthuania could not attend and sent their
apologies.

IV.  ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda item 1)

Documentation: ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/1

6. The delegations adopted the revised provisiagahda. The following documents were
added to the agenda:

Code [Title Contribution

from
INF.1 Proposal for a new UNECE Standard for Rekadat Cuts United States (E)
INF.2 |Status of publications on existing standards Secretariat (E)

Note: E = English
V. MATTERS OF INTEREST SINCE THE LAST SESSION (Agenda item 2)
Documentation: Report of the Working Party (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2(7)

Terms of reference (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2007/12)
Working procedures (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/2007/13)

7. The secretariat presented the main decisiommntakthe sixty-third session of the
Working Party on Agricultural Quality Standards (WPconcerning the work of the Specialized
Section (document ECE/TRADE/WP.7/2007/27, paragségzhto 35 and 38).
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VI.  STATUS OF PUBLICATIONS ON EXISTING STANDARDS (A genda item 3)

Documentation: Status of publications (Informal document INF.2)

8. The secretariat reported on the status of thégadions on the standards for bovine,
caprine, chicken, llama/alpaca, ovine, porcine tankky meat.

VIl.  INFORMATION ON THE RESULTS OF THE RAPPORTEURS’
MEETINGS (Agenda item 4)

Documentation: Meeting of the rapporteurs (ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE2DD8/2)

9. The Chair informed the Section on the resulth® meeting of Rapporteurs on Eggs and
Egg Products, which was held in Moscow from 29 ®etdo 2 November 2007 and also on the
meeting of the Rapporteurs on Veal, which was hreldennes, France, on 24 and 25 April
2008.

(&) Meeting of the rapporteurs on eggs and egg pdocts and duck standards

10. He thanked Mr. Victor Guschin and the All-RassResearch Institute for Poultry
Processing Industry of the Russian Academy of Adjical Sciences for organizing and hosting
the meeting of rapporteurs and for the technicgit W the poultry-processing plant “Elinar
Broiler”.

(b) Meeting of the rapporteurs on the standard forveal

11.  The Chair also thanked Mr. Alain Boismartel #mel“Direction Générale de la
Concurrence, de la Consommation et de la Répredsiémaudes” of France, for organizing and
hosting the meeting of rapporteurs and for thenweth visit to the abattoir Jean Rozé, Societé
Vitréenne d’Abattage (SVA) and the technical distoiss that were held at the premises of
CEFIMEV (centre de formation aux métiers de la dign

VIIl. REVIEW OF THE UNECE STANDARDS FOR EGGS
AND EGG PRODUCTS (Agenda item 5)

Documentation: Explanatory note on revising egg standards
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/3)
Draft revised UNECE Standard for Eggs-in-shell
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/4)
Draft revised UNECE Standard for Egg Products
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/5)

12. The delegation of Russia introduced the twdt deaised UNECE standards for eggs-in-
shell and egg products. The draft standard for-@ggsell draws on the 1986 UNECE standards
for eggs (Nos. 42, 43, 44 and 45), on the latespfigan Commission marketing standards for
eggs, and on changes in national practices of &tN&ECE member States that have taken place



ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/8
Page 4

since 1986. The structure of the draft standaddvid, to the extent possible, the unified
structure of the current UNECE standards for megtarticular, for chicken and turkey meat.

13. The draft standard for egg products is a renisif the 1986 UNECE Standard for Egg
Products for Use in the Food Industry (No. 63). Téhe of the draft also takes into account the
latest European Commission standards, changesionabpractices, and follows the structure
of the UNECE meat standards.

14. The Specialized Section reviewed the text efditaft standard for eggs-in-shell
(document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/4) and maéefdllowing major changes:

(a) The definition of fresh eggs (para. 11) shoeld: “Fresh eggs are Class A eggs.
Class A, Extra should be collected on a daily Basis

(b) The definition of the week number (para. 2Q)dtl read: “The laying date or period
(week number) is the day and month or the indexberrof the week on which the eggs
were laid”.

(c) In the minimum requirements section (para.i&hh (i) should read: “Be damaged
(cracked or broken) at candling; cracked eggs llowed in Class B”; and item
(iiif) should read: “Contain visible foreign mattarcandling”.

(d) The Class B definition (para. 24) should ré'&lass B for use in the food or non-
food industries. Cracked eggs shall only be usethf@food industry purposes within
one day of delivery at the processing plant andl beekept chilled (>= 0 and <= ¥xC).

15. The Specialized Section also decided to:
(a) Supplement “Use-by” date with “Sell-by” or “Besefore” dates, as appropriate

(b) Merge “Cage (type-1)" and “Cage (type-2)” pratlan systems into one category
“Cage-housed”

(c) Introduce under “Marking of eggs” (before patd) the sentence: “Importing county
regulations shall be used to define the markingteakability requirements by the
exporting country”

(d) Revisit and simplify provisions on marking @gs and labelling of packages at a
seminar or rapporteurs meeting that are expectbd teld before the 2009 session of the
Specialized Section.

16. Other changes introduced in the text of thé& dtandard for eggs-in-shell are marked in
document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/4-Revised, mloadable from the UNECE
website:http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.11/dati@008 04 Rev.doc

17. The Specialized Section did not have time were the draft text of the revised standard
for egg products. The draft texts of both standamskd to be discussed in-depth at the national
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level. Delays in translating the documents intolishgand French made it difficult for
delegations to have a productive discussion otith& standards at the session.

18. To advance work on the revision of standarde@gs and egg products, the delegation
of Russia offered to host an international semipeoyisionally mid-September 2008. The
Specialized Section asked the Russian delegatidh@nsecretariat to collect comments on the
draft texts of the two standards to discuss thetheaseminar. Ideally, the outcome of the
seminar should be draft texts of the standardedgs and egg products ready for approval by
the 2009 session of the Specialized Section.

19. Should there be a need for additional consaftaton the standards after the seminar in
Russia, the delegation of Poland offered to haseating of rapporteurs at the end of 2008 or
beginning of 2009.

20. The delegation of Russia asked if the secegteould arrange to draw up a paper
explaining conditions under which transition coiggrcould export eggs and egg products to the
EU market.

IX.  NEW UNECE STANDARD FOR EDIBLE MEAT CO-PRODU CTS
(Agenda item 6)

Documentation: Draft new UNECE standard for edible meat co-prasiuc
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/6)

21. The Chair introduced the draft proposal pregpégethe Working Group formed by
Australia, France and the United States of Amesita new UNECE standard for edible meat
co-products. The Working Group proposed the newenadible meat co-products” to identify
the standard, since this name is defined as amirdlcts other than red or white muscles,
which allows the grouping of the terms offal, famogats, variety meats and edible by-products
in one single concept.

22. The Specialized Section reviewed the text efdifaft standard and proposed the
following changes/amendments:

(@) In section 1.1, “UNECE standards for meat potsit) define the species code “90” to
identify the standard for edible meat co-products.

(b) In section 2, “Minimum requirements”, remove thetté&and tastes” in category
“Free of offensive odours and tastes”.

(c) In section 3.5.2 as “Co-product category”, defiagadfield 3, using two digits to
represent it. Reassign the codes for each categaigllows:
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Co-product Category Description

category code

(data field 3)
00 Not specified
10 Beef
11 Veal
30 Porcine
40 Ovine
42 Lamb
50 Caprine
52 Kid
80 Equine
99 Others Any other co-product category agreed

between buyer and seller

(d) In section 3.5.4 “Feeding system”, introduce a wetegory “6 -
Specialized/Functional”, with description “Specihriched feeding system aimed to
change either some characteristics of the produts autritional profile”.

(e) In section 3.5.6 “Post-slaughter system”, introdivee new categories, reassigning
the categories accordingly:

i “1 — Washed”, with description “Raw and washed vitdsh water”.
il. “5 — Scalded and bleached”, with description “Thiscessing may have bleach
added”.

() In paragraph “Mandatory information” of section 3.9ntroduce the attribute
“(optional)” into category “slaughter date”. Foote 3 should read “Durability
information is processing date either a use-by data best-before date as required by
each importing country.”

(9) In section 4.1 “Definition of the code”, adapt &b reflect changes introduced
through section 3.5.2 “Co-products category”. Thevrstructure of the code reflects
section 3.5.2 in field no. 3, represented with thgits. It also redefines field no. 5 as
“Field not used”, with only one digit. The exammé the “Definition of the code” in
section 4.2 reflects these changes accordingly.

23. The Specialized Section also decided to intedbe following amendments into section
5, “Edible meat co-products descriptions”:

(a) Replace the text “high-risk” by “specified-risk” @very place where this is mentioned.

(b) The description of beef co-product “Tongue Swiss<6030” should read: “Tongue
Swiss cut is derived from a tongue short cut (i@0h0) by the removal of the fat from the
ventral surface of the tongue, the tip of the egitgd, the hyoid bone, sublingual salivary
glands and the M. mylohyoideus of the tongue blade”



24.

ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/8
Page 7

(c) In the description of the co-product “Tongue ratkef— 6045”, replace the “cephalicus”
muscle by “thyroidal or hyoidial” muscle.

(d) Rename co-product “Sinew - 6203” to “Skirt sine®203".

(e) From co-product description “Diaphragm membran@#08, remove the text “with the
pleura and peritoneal covering”.

(f) From the description of co-product “Skirt membrgnmic tissue) — 6271, remove the
text “associated with the thin skirt (diaphragm)”.

(g) Rename co-product “Bung - 6495” to “Rectum (bung%95”.

(h) The description of veal co-product “Tongue Swiss-€6520” should read:
“Tongue Swiss cut is derived from a tongue shott(item 6510) by the removal of the
fat from the ventral surface of the tongue, theofiphe epiglottis, the hyoid bone,
sublingual salivary glands and the M. mylohyoidetithe tongue blade”.

(i) For co-product “Intestine - 6626”, remove “for avfeninutes” from option “Scalded
scraped and stiffened by plunging in boiling wditera few minutes”.

(j) For co-product ovine “Cheek”, replace product ctes24” by “7028".

(k) For each species, add the following new definitifmmsco-products derived from
“Blood”:

Blood stabilized — (Bovine - 6450; Veal — 6640; Ow — 7470; Porcine — 7674)
Stabilized blood, preserved or not with sodium g (NaC1), cooled or frozen.

Blood defibrinated — (Bovine - 6451; Veal — 6641; @ne — 7471; Porcine — 7675)
Defibrinated blood, preserved or not with sodiurtodde (NaC1), cooled or frozen.

Blood plasma — (Bovine - 6452; Veal — 6642; Oviner472; Porcine — 7676)
Product of stabilized blood after removal of blamdls, preserved or not with sodium
chloride (NaC1), cooled or frozen.

Blood serum — (Bovine - 6453; Veal — 6643; Ovine473; Porcine — 7677)
Product of defibrinated blood after removal of lWa®lls, preserved or not with sodium
chloride (NaC1), cooled or frozen.

The delegation of the United States requestedddition of the following pork cuts to

the list of co-products for porcine:
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Pork stomach (pepsin) lining — (Code to be defined)

The thin lining of a portion of the pork stomachislideep red in colour. It displays
characteristics similar to the honeycomb tripe freminant animals. This item is
usually harvested as washed only.

Pork ovaries — (Code to be defined)
Ovaries are the reproductive gland of the femalmal) and or attached to the uteri at the
furthest ends of it. They are rounded and approtaéip®.5 cm in size.

Pork clear plate — (Code to be defined)
Layer of pork fat removed from the loin of a podecass with or without skin.

Fore feet — 4175

Fore feet (trotters) are prepared from a forequéitesn 4021) at the carpal joint,
severing the fore foot (trotter) from the should&he fore feet shall be practically free of
hair and hair roots. Skin shall remain.

To be specified:
» Skin removed

Hind feet (hind trotters) - 4176
Hind feet (hind trotters) are removed from a lethattarsal joint severing the hind foot
(trotter) from the leg. Skin shall remain.

To be specified:
» Skin removed

25. As this document could not be translated imem&h and Russian before the meeting, the
delegations of France and the Russian Federatibswiimit their specific comments and
editorial amendments once they have cleared themtheir own branches and industry. The
comments should be submitted to the secretaridatestthan 30 June 2008.

26. The secretariat will prepare a list of the migsmages, which will be sent to the
Working Group by mid-May 2008. The group shouldntineturn the missing images to the
secretariat by 30 June at the latest.

27. Other changes introduced into the text of tiadt dtandard for edible meat co-products
are marked in document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/26@#82vised, downloadable from the
UNECE websitehttp://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.11/dent'f@008 06 Rev.doc

28. The Specialized Section decided to submitekedf the proposal for a new UNECE
Standard for Edible Meat Co-Products to the Worlihagty at its forthcoming session for
approval.
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X. NEW UNECE STANDARD FOR DUCK MEAT — CARCASES AND PARTS
(Agenda item 7)

Documentation: Draft new UNECE standard for duck meat — carcagadarts
(ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/IGE.11/2008/7)

29. The delegation of China introduced the drathefstandard discussed at the rapporteurs’
meeting held in Moscow in November 2007. The neaftdncludes the information that was
required by various delegations in Moscow, notabé/product blood and the images for
different carcases and parts.

30. The Specialized Section reviewed the text efdifaft standard for duck meat and
proposed the following changes/amendments:

(a) From section “2 Minimum requirements”, remove tegtt‘and tastes” in category “Free
of offensive odours and tastes”.

(b) In section “3.5.2 Duck category”, amend the desimniipof category “2 - Young ducks”
to read “8” instead of “9” weeks. The number of slg{6) was also introduced in the
description to make explicit reference to the maximage accepted for the category.

(c) In section “3.5.3 Production system”, delete catgdb-Conventional” and create
instead a new category “l-Indoors”, with the dgs@n “Ducks are raised in heated,
ventilated growing houses without access to thedamrs”. The delegation of France
requested the creation of the new category “5-Sapguality”. The new description will be
submitted to the secretariat not later than mideJdiollowing discussions with the French
industry.

(d) Footnote 8 should be amended to reflect the |&esipean Commission Regulations
which supersede European Union Regulation (EEC) M838/1991 and (EC) No.
1804/1999. Poland will provide the secretariat vifith latest information.

(e) In section “3.7.2 - Other product claims” add a reategory “Duck breed” to the
standard.

31. The Specialized Section also decided to intedbe following amendments into section
“5 - Carcases and Parts descriptions”:

(a) The delegation of Poland proposed the creationnafva part named “Foie gras liver”,
which should be based on the weight of the liverc&this product is traded under different
conditions, the delegation of France requestedmatclude this part in the standard until
they had consulted with the industry. They woufdoim the Specialized Section
accordingly.

(b) Insert the new part “Partially eviscerated duckthathe following description “Partially
eviscerated duck are carcasses from which the,He@r, lungs, gizzard, crop, and kidneys
have not been removed”.
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32. The delegation of China expressed its williregi® host a rapporteurs’ meeting on Duck
before the 2009 meeting of the Working Party.

33. Other changes introduced in the text of thé& dtandard for duck are marked in
document ECE/TRADE/C/WP.7/GE.11/2008/7-Revised, mloadable from the UNECE
website:http://www.unece.org/trade/agr/meetings/ge.11/da&nti®008 07 Rev.doc

34. The Specialized Section decided to continub thi¢ work on the standard and to inform
the Working Party on the progress of the proposauaidsird.

Xl. PREPARATION OF 2008 SESSION OF THE WORKING PARTY ON
AGRICULTURAL QUALITY STANDARDS (Agenda item 8)

A. UNECE Standard for Duck Meat — Carcases and Pag

35. The delegation of China will collect commemtsl avill transmit them to the delegation
of the United States to complete the work on tleen&4rd for Duck. If there are minor
comments, the Specialized Section has decidedimisthe Standard for Duck, with the
amendments, to the forthcoming session of the Wigrkiarty for approval. In case of major
requests and/or comments, the document will bemretuto the Specialized Section for further
discussion at its April 2009 meeting.

B. UNECE standard for Edible Meat Co-Products

36. The Specialized Section decided to completevtite on the new Standard for Edible
Meat Co-Products and submit the document to thekigParty at its forthcoming session for
approval. The secretariat will prepare a list @& thissing images of cuts, which will be
circulated to the Working Group (Australia, Frameel the United States) by 30 May. The
Working Group should provide the missing imageth®secretariat by end of June 2008.

C. Revised UNECE Standards for Eggs-in-shell and ggoroducts

37. The secretariat will inform the Working Partyoat the progress made in revising the
standards for eggs and egg products. The Speddieetion decided to continue with the work
through the period 2008-2009.

D. Proposal for a preliminary UNECE Standard for Veal Meat — Carcases and Cuts

38. The Section decided to continue with the warkhe standard for veal. The delegation of
France will submit the final list of products bydeaf August 2008. The secretariat will prepare
the list of missing pictures of the standard. Datems will continue the work on sections 3.6
“Fat limitations and evaluation of fat thicknesscertain cuts”, 3.8 “Meat and fat colour and pH”
and 5 “Carcases and cuts descriptions”.
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E. Meetings

(a) The delegation of Poland offered to host a oagpirs’ meeting on a Goose standard
in April 2009. Delegations were asked to inform sleeretariat about their potential
participation.

(b) The delegation of Russia offered to host a wlook on the porcine and edible co-
products standards, and promised to send a progedomthis activity to the secretariat.

(c) The delegation of the Netherlands offered tst lBorapporteurs’ meeting on Veal
before the April 2009 meeting of the Section.

(d) The delegation of the United States offereddst a rapporteurs’ meeting on Retalil
Meat Cuts, subject to receiving support from thetiga.

39. The next session of the Specialized Sectiorbban tentatively scheduled to take place
in Geneva from 27 to 30 April 2009.

40. The agreed provisional agenda for the eighltesggsion of the Section is given on the
last page of this document. Further proposals shioelsubmitted to the secretariat at least 12
weeks before the next session. The deadline fangtibg documents for this session is 15
January 2009.

Xll.  FUTURE WORK (Agenda item 9)

Documentation: Proposal for a new UNECE Standard for Retail nceitd (United States)
(Informal document INF.1)

41. The Specialized Section proposed the folloviteigs for future work:

(a) Complete the work on the new UNECE Standard forkDMeat —
Carcases and Parts.

(b) Continue the process to finalize the draft of diprieary UNECE Standard
for Veal Meat — Carcases and Cuts.

(c) Complete the work on the UNECE Standard for Edibéat co-products.
The secretariat will collect contributions (missingages) from delegations.

(d) Complete the work on revising the standards fosegyl egg products.

(e) Retail cuts. The delegation of the United Statdspsepare a paper
explaining the main reasons to start work on a 8tamdard for Retail Meat Cuts.

Xlll. OTHER BUSINESS (Agenda item 10)

42, No other business.
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XIV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS (Agenda item 11)

43. The Specialized Section re-elected Mr. lan Kigstralia) as Chairperson and Mr.
Craig Morris (United States) as Vice-Chairperson.

XV. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT (Agenda item 12)

44, The Specialized Section adopted its report.

PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SESSION (2009 )

Adoption of the agenda

Matters of interest since the last session

Status of publications on existing standards

Draft Proposal for a UNECE Standard for Retaghincuts

Draft UNECE Standards for Eggs-in-shell and Bggducts

Draft proposal for a UNECE Standard for Veal theaarcases and cuts

Preparation of 2009 session of the Working Pamtygricultural Quality Standards

Preparation of the meeting of rapporteurs
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Future work

=
o

Other business

=
=

Election of officers

-
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Adoption of the report




