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l. I NTRODUCTI ON

1. Eurostat is currently collecting over 250 dataflows from Menber States with
vol une, periodicity, etc. This represents about 10,000 files that are received each
year in Eurostat. To assist statisticians either at Eurostat or in the Nationa
Administration in their data transm ssion tasks, several projects have been | aunched
in order to solve specific problens:

fromthe message standardi sati on ( GESMES),
the data collection nmonitoring (STADIUM and its inventory (ED FLOW,
up to the transm ssion nodul es hiding the tel ecommunication |ayer (STATEL).

. GESMES

2. GESMES (Ceneric Statistical Message) is an EDI nessage devel oped by EBES Expert
Group 6, as an official international standard of the UN EDI FACT Worki ng G oup

3. GESMES has been devel oped for the exchange of aggregated statistical data or, in
ot her words, the exchange of rmultidinmensional statistical tables and tinme series. The
princi pal organisations involved in the exchange of this data are the nationa
statistical offices, national central banks, and those organisations playing a role at
the international level, such as the UN Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Europe (UN ECE), OECD,
Eurostat, the European Central Bank and the Bank for International Settlenents.

4, GESMES is able to cope with the many and varied types of array data to be
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exchanged and supports the exchange of statistical figures together with its
associ ated netadata (e.g. footnotes, nethodol ogical notes, data set structures).
GESMES works in synergy with CLASET, the nessage for the exchange of classification

5. Various profiles of GESMES have been devel oped under which the tinme series
oriented GESMES/ CB has found wi dest acceptance in the field of central and
i nternational banking, within and outside the European System of Central Banks.

6. GESMES can al so be used as a request nessage for data.

7. The reason for GESMES inplenmentation is to inprove the quality of the
information transmitted, reduce the costs for national adm nistrations and Eurostat,
and to inprove the tinmeliness of production of statistical data at the internationa
| evel .

8. For several years, countries outside of the European Union and EFTA have been
actively participating in EEGS and its working groups. Training sessions in GESMES,
especially for central European countries, have been held, further semnars will be

avail abl e on request and budgetary availability, and a GESMES road show for the
candi date countries is planned. The newy formed EDI inplenmentation task force wll
naturally al so be open to accession countries.

1. STADI UM

9. Eur ost at has devel oped a solution for electronic data collection and rel ated
noni toring software called STADIUM There are currently about 80 STADI UM cli ent

wor kstations installed in Menber States, each sending statistical data to Eurostat,
froma few Kb to several Mo on a daily or an annual basis. 1In addition, the STADI UM
server can also receive EDI files (GESMES/ EDI FACT) generated by our partners.

10. STADI UM was conceived as a nmeans of rationalising the process of data
collection, by creating a centralised collection service. It is, therefore, a genera
service for collecting statistical data submitted to Eurostat, and distributing them
to the Eurostat Units in charge of processing them It is a portable, open, w de-area
application-to-application statistical data transfer nanagenent service. It is a
managed and controlled environment: the various applications, and the people in
charge, are registered in the STADI UM dat abase as senders or receivers of specific

i nformati on. STADI UM perfornms the routing and nonitoring operations, but is not
responsi ble for the content or format of transfers. It is presently installed at
Eurostat, but could be installed at any statistical data collection centre.

11. In the future, new features will be added to the STADI UM services, mainly in the
“wor kfl ow area

12. Eur ost at has extended data exchange beyond the boundari es of the European
Comunities. In particular, it has begun to organise data collection via STADI UM from
some candi date and western Bal kan countries. This concerns currently two inportant
data flows, the Labour Force Survey and External Trade Statistics.

I V. EDI FLOW

13. EDI FLOW the inventory of all dataflows between Eurostat and the nationa
adm ni strations providing data, serves as the backbone of data transmi ssion. It
identifies all dataflows and all partners involved on the level of the individua
sender and receiver.

14. In addition, it serves two purposes:

Promoti on of the use of telematic tools (in relation and in coordination with
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the projects TESTA, STATEL, STADIUM and GESMES) in the process of data exchange
bet ween Eurostat and the Member States.

Linked to STADIUM it will provide an alert systemallowing to identify and to
request overdue dat a.

15. EDI FLOW may be consulted and updated by all partners intervening in the data
exchange.

16. EDI FLOW covers mainly the Menber States of the European Communities but Eurostat
has already started to collect information on data flows from central European
countries.

V. STATEL

16. STATEL provi des common tel ecomunication interfaces for trans-European
applications. STATEL is an APl (Application Progranm ng Interface) hiding all the
tel ecomruni cation layers to an application and allowing file transfer between renote
partners.

17. The main STATEL characteristics are:

Unique API with a nmulti-protocol ability (Kermt, FTP, mail),

Aut omatic segnmentation for big volume transfer, with automatic retransm ssion
requests,

Data encryption, protecting files content during transm ssion.

18. STATEL runs under Wn-XX, NT and UNI X. Tel ecommuni cati on between the STADI UM
Client and the STADI UM Server is mainly based on STATEL. A STATEL Hel p Desk assists
Menber States and candi date countri es.



