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REPORT
| NTRODUCTI ON
1. The Joint ECE Eurostat seninar on Business Registers was held in
Ceneva from 19 - 20 February 1998. It was attended by Al bania, Andorra,
Austria, Belgium Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Coatia, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Ceorgia, Hungary, ltaly,
Latvia, Lithuania, Netherlands, Poland, S ovak Republic, Slovenia,
Switzerl and, The forner Yugosl av Republic of Macedonia, United Ki ngdom
United States of Arerica. Representatives of Eurostat al so attended the
neeting. Japan was present under article 11 of the terns of reference of
the United Nations Econom ¢ Comm ssion for Europe.
2. The provi sional agenda was adopt ed.

3. M. John Perry (United Ki ngdom) was el ected Chai rman and
Ms. Mrjana Stresec (CGroatia) was el ected Vice-Chair.

ORGANI ZATI ON OF THE SEM NAR

4, The followi ng substantive topics were discussed at the sem nar on
the basis of papers and semi nar docunents listed in the annex.

(a) I nformati on about ongoi ng activities and projects by ECE and
Eur ost at

(b) Current situation of business registers in nenber countries
(c) Devel opment of business registers in transition countries
(d) Coverage and quality of business registers
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(e) Busi ness regi sters and national accounts

(f) Need for semnars on statistical units for business registers and
on the use of business registers as co-ordinated survey tools

SUMVARY OF THE MAI N CONCLUSI ONS REACHED AT THE MEETI NG

5. Recomrendations for future work are given below. Cher concl usions
that the participants reached at the Seminar on the above topics wll be
presented (in English only) in a separate report which will be prepared
after the Semnar and distributed to participants. It will also be

di stributed, on request, to other interested persons.

FUTURE WORK

6. The neeting concluded that there is an urgent need for a training
course on the definition and application of statistical units in business
registers. The need is particularly striking in the case of Central and
East European transition countries, but not limted to these countries.

It was proposed that a training course dealing with practica

applications of definitions and net hodol ogi es coul d be organi zed
provisionally in early 1999 as a Training for European Statisticians
(TES)-course. In addition, it was suggested that a Sem nar dealing with
theoretical issues related to statistical units in business registers be
organi zed jointly by ECE and Eurostat during 1999. Mdalities of the
organi sation and dates of the Seminar will be commnicated to nmenber
countries as soon as possible.

7. The participants recomrended that a further joint ECE Eurostat
nmeeti ng on business registers be held in 1999 to consider the foll ow ng
i ssues:

- Quality issues including those relating to the use of admnistrative
i nputs;

- Uses of business registers including the maki ng of popul ation
esti mat es;

- Revi ew of the training course on statistical units for business
regi sters and future traini ng needs;

- Furt her devel oprment of business registers in transition countries;
further devel opnent of ID cards carried jointly by Eurostat and ECE
and harnoni zati on of the information contained in them The joint
docunent containing the set of ID cards for both EU and non EU
countries will be presented at the next joint neeting.
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8. The Semnar al so recomrended that the next joint ECE Eurostat neeting
on business registers take place in 1999 in Luxenbourg, back-to-back wth
the Eurostat neeting of the Wrking Party on busi ness registers.

9. Both the use of business registers as a coordinated survey tool and
the relation between statistical and admi nistrative registers could in
future benefit fromsem nars addressing these issues. 1In view of the

i mportance of these issues, as expressed by this meeting, the two
secretariats will prepare proposals to be discussed at the next joint
neeti ng.
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Papers presented at the Joint
(CGeneva,

1. The papers |isted bel ow can

secretariat.

( CES/ SEM 37/ 3)

( CES/ SEM 37/ 4)

( CES/ SEM 37/ 5)

( CES/ SEM 37/ 6)

( CES/ SEM 37/ 7)

( CES/ SEM 37/ 9)

(CES/ SEM 37/ 11)

(CES/ SEM 37/ 12)

(CES/ SEM 37/ 14)

Coatia

Net her | ands

Italy

Hungary

Austria

Azerbaij an

Dennar k

USA

ANNEX

ECE/ Eur ost at sem nar on busi ness registers
19 - 20 February 1998)

be obtai ned on request fromthe ECE

Re- devel oprent of the business register for
statistical purposes, by Ms. M Stresec,
CBS, Ooatia

The devel opnent of business registers in
Central Asian Republics:an evaluation of a
co-operation project, by M.H Van der Ven,
CBS, Net herl ands

The treatnment of variables within a

busi ness regi ster:a Probabilistic approach,
by M. Andrea Carone and Ms. Caterina
Viviano, Istat, Italy

Devel opi ng econom es and their business
registers, by M. John Perry, ONS, WK

New busi ness regi ster and data col |l ection
systemat the Hungaria CSO by Ms. Aniko
Garai and M. Jozsef Santa, Hungarian CSO

How to mai ntain a business regi ster under
conditions of restricted access to
admnistrative files: limts and
opportunities, Austrian CSO

The busi ness register, updating of the
regi ster and use of the results of sanple
surveys in the process of updating, by
State Conmittee for Statistics of

Azerbai j an

Quality, activity and a new Busi ness
Regi ster, by Statistics Denmark

Measuri ng Business Births and Deaths Using
t he Business Establishrment List , by M.
M chael A Searson, Bureau of Labor
Statistics
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(CES/ SEM 37/ 15) USA El ectronic Reporting Initiatives at the
US Burau of the Census, by M. Thomas L.
Mesenbourg, United States Bureau of the
Census

(CES/ SEM 37/ 16) Ceorgi a Sone i ssues involved in updating of
busi ness registers in transition countries,
by M. Tugusi Vaja, State Departnent for
Statistics of Ceorgia

(CES/ SEM 37/ 17) Pol and Busi ness register in Poland, by Ms. Ewa
Lintzel, Central Statistical Ofice of
Pol and

(CES/ SEM 37/ 18) Kyrgyzstan Analysis of the situation and devel oprent
of business register and cl assifications,
by the National Statistical Committee of
the Kyrgyz Republic

(CES/ SEM 37/ 19) France Dterm ning the principal activity of a
unit, by INSEE, France

(CES/ SEM 37/ 20) WK The busi ness regi ster and National Accounts
in the United Kingdom by M. John Perry,
ONS, WK.

Sem nar paper 1 Eur ost at Description of a possible TES course on

statistical units ,by M.P.Struijs, Eurostat

Sem nar paper 2 Bosnia and Infornation on business register in
Her zegovi na Republ i ka Srpska, Bosnia and Herzegovina ,
prepared by SO of Repubi ka Srpska, Bosnia
and Her zegovi na.

Sem nar paper 3 Eur ost at Inventory of main docunments relevant to
busi ness registers, by M. P. Struijs,
Eur ost at

Sem nar paper 4 Japan The establishnent and enterprise

i nformati on data base for the business
regi ster, by Statistics Bureau of Japan
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Sem nar paper 5 Dennar k Results fromthe 1997 industry survey on an
arbitrary sanple, by Statistics Dennark

Sem nar paper 6 Bosnia and Register of business and other subjects,

Herzegovina by Institute of Statistics, Sarajevo,
Bosni a and Her zegovi na



