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I NFORMATI ON NOTI CE No. 1

Pl ace and date

1. The semnar is organized jointly by the United Nations Econonic
Conmi ssion for Europe (UVECE) and Statistical Ofice of the Commission of
the European Communities (Eurostat). It will take place at the United

Nations O fice at Geneva, Palais des Nations, starting at 9:30 on
19 February 1998 and finishing at 18:00 on 20 February 1998.

Scope of the Sem nar

2. The Semnar will focus on the current status of devel opment of business
registers in EU nmenber countries and on devel opnent of business registers in
transition countries. It will furthernore assess the results of technical

assi stance programmes in the area of business registers, and based on the
experi ence gai ned so far, discuss future needs of transition countries in
this field. The Semnar will also review methodol ogi cal topics and probl ens
in the devel opment of business registers as suggested by nenber countri es.
Finally, the participants will discuss the role of business registers in the
producti on of macro-econom c information and their rel evance for national
accounts in transition countries.

3. As recomrended by the Seminar on Statistical Nonenclatures held in
April 1997, the participants are expected to consider the need for organizing
a training course or a semnar on the use of a business register as a

coordi nated survey tool and/or application of statistical units in the
context of business registers. |f nmenber countries consider such a sem nar
to be necessary and useful, it could be organi zed by the UV ECE and/or by
Eurostat's Training of European Statisticians Progranme.

4. The Semnar is coordinated with the work of the Eurostat's "Business
Regi sters Commttee” and will represent the opportunity for non-EU nenber
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countries to obtain the latest information on the status of devel opnment of
busi ness register in the EU nmenber countries and ot her UN ECE menber
countri es.

Organi zation of the Sem nar

5. The semnar will be organized in the formof a working session dealing
with each of the draft agenda itens, as well as with particul ar

nmet hodol ogi cal or other rel evant questions brought by nenber countries to the
attention of the secretariat.

Exanpl es of the issues already communicated to the secretariat include:

- Problens connected with local units in the register;

- Registration of local units

- Quality of data/informati on in business registers;

- Use of business registers for preparati on of surveys;

- Relation between the main register and sub-registers; etc.

6. Participants in the Semnar are not expected to make presentations
about the general situation in the area of business registers in their
countries - such background information is already available - but rather
identify concrete problens they have had in devel opi ng business registers and
how t hey sol ved these problens (or if the problens are still unsol ved

fornul ate concrete questions to be addressed to the Semnar). Al
participants are expected to take an active part in the Sem nar di scussions.

7. Interpretation will be provided between English, French and Russian
The Sem nar docunents will not be translated and will be reproduced in the
origi nal language in which they were submtted. Countries contributing

docunents are expected to submt to the secretariat a short (one-half to one
page | ong) summary which will be translated in all three | anguages of the ECE
if it is submtted before 5 Decenber 1997

Regi stration

8. Participants are requested to conplete the attached registration form
(Annex) and send it as soon as possible, but no later than 31 Decenber 1997 ,

to the UN ECE secretariat in CGeneva, Switzerland
Travel, acconpdation and ot her infornmation

9. Partici pants are expected to make their own travel arrangenents and
hotel reservations. Participants fromcentral and eastern European countries
may, under certain circunstances, be able to receive financial support to
attend the Sem nar from European Conm ssion's PHARE programre. The countries
concerned nay obtain additional details fromEurostat's Techni cal cooperation
with PHARE and TAC S countries (tel. +352-4301-33543/Fax +352-4301-32139) if
required.
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TENTATI VE PROGRAMVE
Thur sday, 19 February 1998
Openi ng of the Sem nar
El ecti on of Chairman of the Sem nar
I ntroduction by the Chairnman of the Sem nar

Draft agenda item 3 (Points for information by ECE and
Eur ost at)

Cof f ee break

Draft agenda item4 (CQurrent situation of business registers
in menber countries)

Lunch break

Draft agenda item5 (Devel oprment of business registers in
transition countries)

Cof f ee break
Draft agenda item 6 (Coverage and quality of business
regi sters)
Fri day, 20 February
Draft agenda item 7 (Methodol ogi cal topics and probl ens)
Cof f ee break
Draft agenda item 8 (Business registers and national accounts)
Lunch break
Draft agenda item 9 and 10 (Sem nar/training course on use
of business regi sters as coordi nated survey tool or

statistical units for business registers and Fut ure work)

QG her business and adoption of the report. dosing of the
Sem nar
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Annex
REGQ STRATI ON FORM
JO NT UN ECE EURCSTAT SEM NAR ON BUSI NESS REG STERS

Uni ted Nations Econom ¢ Commi ssion for Europe with the
Statistical Ofice of the Conm ssion of the European Communities

Each participant should send a conpleted copy of this formas soon as
possi bl e but not later than 31 Decenber 1997 to the follow ng address:

Statistical division

Uni ted Nations Econonic Conmi ssion for Europe
Pal ai s des Nations, Room C 444

CH 1211 Ceneva 10, Switzerland

tel. +41-22-917-3285 or Fax. +41-22-917-0040
+41-22-917- 4136

e-mail : j an. carl sson@nece. org or
m odr ag. pesut @nece. org

1. Famly name (M., MB. ).
Fior St A .
2. Prof essi onal addr €SS: .. ...t
Telephone: . ... ... .. ... . . . Fax:........... ... ...,



